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GAME COMMISSION. 



To His Excellency, Fkimuel \V. rennypacker, Governor of Tenn- 
Bjlvaoia: 

S r: In ooiDpliance with the Act of June 25th, 1895, creating the 
Board of (Same Commisaionct'fl of this Com niou wealth and prescrib- 
ing its dutiex, we hereby respectfully submit to you our n'port of 
work done through and under our direction during the year inter- 
vening from November let, 1904, to November lat, 1905; and that 
you may the more thoroughly understand the situation and grounds 
lipon which this report is based, we attach herewith a copy of the 
report of our Secretary for the same period. 

From what we have been able to gather from this and other 
reports made to us and from personal examination made in different 
|>art8 of the State, we feel satisfied that song and insectivorous birds 
of all kinds classed as wild-birds other than game birds, are in- 
creasing in the State, and that the benefit to the Commonwealth 
through this increase from an economic point of view is most 
marked. We feel that game birds of all kinds, excepting quail, are 
more numerous than for years past, and that game quadrupeds, 
8i;ch as deer, t>ear and rabbits are increasing in numbers, in that 
territory on which they were found last year and in many instances 
are found In sections whereon, prior lo this time, they had apparently 
been exterminated, thereby supplying in this manner an incentive for 
exercise and recreation that can be furnished in no other way; an 
experience in camp life, in handling and caring for firearms that is 
uf very great value to the men of all ages who indulge in it. 

The peace and rest given the wild bird and game through the 
absence of forest fires during the past year has been a very great 
factor towards this increase of game and wild-birds and we feej that 
the work done by the Department of Forestry deserves special men- 
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tiOQ at our hands. Id our opiniuu many of the young wild-birds and 
animals are destroyed by spring forest flres. nvore than by many 
oiher causes combined. Tlie food supply of such creaturps is also 
entirely cut off upon the burned territory, resulting very frequently 
in the starvation of the individual one that may escape the flames. 

We reiterate the assertion made in our last report that the pres 
ence of many unnaturalized foreign born residents within our borders 
and their disposition to handle guns, is a constant and exceedingly 
grave menace to our wild life in the State and to the peaee of many 
communities wherein they are found. We believe that the jmssage 
of an act prohibiting these [H'ople from carrying Are arms in any 
piiblic place at any time would have a most beneficial effect. 

We feel that the law recently signed by your Excellency, authoriz- 
ing the appointment of Special Deputy Game Protectors is of very 
great value to the cause that this Board represents in this State. 
We have had numbi'rs of applicitions for appointment to positions 
of this kind from men of the highest character in (he State and 
to-day have more than seventy officers looking after the interests of 
game and wild-bird pi'Otection under the provisions of this bill. Be- 
sides these men we have fifty-five regular deputies and eight game 
protectors, all of whom are duly sworn and under bond as rei^uired 
by the act authorizing their api)ointnient. Each one in his place 
beems to be acting with discretion, consideiing the rights of the 
people and refraining in all instances from prosecutions that might 
appear to be persecutions. We have had occasion during the past 
years to recall commissions issued to four men, who appeared to 
have wilfully exceeded the authority given them by law and the 
instructions from our office. 

The appropriation of f20,00O as signed by your Excellency has 
placed this Board in pOBition to demonstrate to a much better ad- 
vantage its usefulness throughout the State and its value to all 
the people of the State, not alone through the protection it can 
give to game, but through the preservation of wildbiid life with all 
that means either economic or asthetic. 

The appropriation of lO.IMMI for the purchase and propsigation of 
game seems to be a step in the right direction, and wliile it was not 
asked for by the Game Commission, is most acceptable to us and 
will be expended in such manner as will in our opinion mean the 
most good to the State and that will demonstrate the possibility 
of future appropriations for this purpose. 

The protection accorded to our agricultural sections during what 
is known as the closed season, from gunners of all classes and the 
protection to sheep, cattle, horses and the farmers in the prevention 
of the running of dogs, are of undoubted value to the State. 
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We feel that the many benotils that can be attained through the 
gam« laws now on the statute hooks, entitle those engaged in the 
4'nforcemeDt of these laws to tlie 8iiiiiH>t't and hearty eo-operation 
of every good citizen within tlie Comnionwealtl). \^> refrain at 
this time from attempting recommendations of any Icind. We thank 
Your Excellency for the kindly manner in which you treated bills 
during the last Legislature pertaining to game and wild-bird pro- 
tection and to the interest of this Commission. 

We call your special attention to the findings of the Auditor aa 
attached to the report of our S^'cretary, showing the receipts and 
disbursements of money up to this date. This is the first private 
audit of our accounts and, as shown by the auditor, places everything 
in as good shape aa we could desire. This is in addition to the audit 
of the accounts by the Auditor Oeneral. We do not know that this 
is customary in all instances, but we felt that we would like to have 
our accounts balanced by some outsider and have, therefore, had 
that done, as the books of aiij business enterprize would be done. 
Respectfully, 

W. M. KENNEDY. 

President. 
J. H -WOBDEN, 
C. K. SOBER, 
CHARLES B. PENROSE, 
W. HEYWARD MYERS, 
FRANK a. HARRIS, 
Board of Game Commisaioners. 



REPORT OF SECRETARY. 



Harrisburg, Pa., October 31, 1905. 
To the Honorable, the Members of the Game Commission : 

Gentlemen: I herewith submit to you my report of work done 
personally and through my directions during the time intervening 
between November, 1904, and November, 1905. This work includes 
only the work done by Game Protectors, Deputy Game Protectors 
and Special Deputy Game Protectors connected with this Commis- 
sion. 

In my report of last November I stated that in my estimation 
game of all kinds in this State, excepting quail, was increasing and 



that wild-birds other than game birds were also rapidly increasing. 
I DOW take pleasure in stating that this opinion is cooflrmed by the 
reports received from the several officers connected with this Com- 
mission. 

Early in September I sent out a circular letter to these men, 
aflking that they especially iuak» report upon the conditions of game 
and wild-birds in their section. Those reports for September cov- 
ered every county in the State, indicating that deer, bear, pheasants 
and wiid-turkeye have perceptably increased in that territory, where- 
in they were. found during the last year, and that in many cases 
game of one or more of these varieties are found apon territorien, 
where even a year ago nothing appeared to exist. Squirrels are 
reported to be scarce over the entire State. These reports assert 
that the number of <)uail throughout the State has been sadly 
reduced, but that more or less are found in each county, and that 
piotectioD during the open season and care during the closed season 
should give us enough to replenish our depleted covers next year. 
The care necessary to accomplish this end is not simply protection 
from illegal hunters, but protection from the elements, from starva- 
tion, from hawks, foxes, weasels, and other enemies, especially the 
house-cat. This, it seems to me, can be secured only through the 
systematic and general trapping of quail in the State after the close 
of the open season. Their preservation in coops during the winter 
and separation into pairs before releasing them in the spring, as 
suggested in my circular letter of January 3rd, 1905, entitled "Save 
Our Birds," a copy of which I herewith attach and desire to make 
a part of this report. 

I am sorry to be compelled to repeat that the slaughter of all game 
and the killing of our wild-birds by unnaturalized foreign born resi- 
dents is still carried on to a very great extent, notwithstanding the 
vigilence of our officers, and the very heavy penalties imposed upon 
some of these people. Exactly what means to resort to to attain 
the desired end or even to secure the best results, I am at a loss to 
understand. It seems to me that the only remedy would be to se- 
cure the passage of a law forbidding the possession of a gun of any 
description by any individual not a citizen of the United States. I 
understand that the State of New York has a statute of this kind, 
the same reading: "No person not a citizen of the United States 
shall have or carry any fire-arms or dangerous weapons in any public 
place at any time." I took occasion to write the Commissioner of 
Forestry, Fish and Game of New York State, relative to the legal 
status of this provision, its conslitutionality, whether the matter ha j 
been tested by the New York courts, &»'., and am in receipt of this, 
bis reply, to tlie effect that the law has not at this time been tested 



ii> tbv courts. Hi' sa^'S, *'It does not iw4>m at all doubtful to ue that 
the State can exercise its police powers to stop dangerous practices 
and the law was framed by a well known lawyer, who was a member 
or the Legialaturef" &c. 

It would seem that (he number of uDoaturalized foreign born resi- 
dents who have secured a license to hunt under out laws, as it now 
stands, is limited indeed. Perhaps the entire number in the Statt 
can be counted upon the fingers of one hand, do that the queation 
of any possible income from this source to the Game Commission 
is not to be considered. The question of penalties would still remain 
aa it is, and under a law surb as exists in Xew York State, there 
seems to be no possibility of escape. Thus our revenues from pen- 
alties would be very largely increased, or a number of these people 
would be compelled to take out their naturalization papers and be- 
come citizens of the United States. I would, therefore, recommend 
that the Game Commission of this State ask the next Tjegislature to 
enact a similar prohibition in I'ennsylTania. The trouble we are 
com[>elled to meet in enforcing the present law relative to the 
unnaturalized foreign bom resident can only be known to the one 
actually connected, as I am, with prosecutiont over the entire State. 
In some counties this element or its influence appears to predom- 
inate. ^Ve are beaten, no matter what evidence we may produce. 
In others, legal and technical questions are raised to defeat our 
ends. In some, pedagogy lawyers argue and sometimes successfully 
too, that onr work means no good to the State and that the prose- 
cution in question is brought simply to make money for the officer 
as an Individual. If the unnaturalized foreign born resident was 
forbidden to have a gnu in possession, many of these difficulties 
would be overcome. Much of our game and very many of our wild- 
birds would be saved, besides the expense that I cannot express in 
words or figures, that through the use of fire-arms of one sort or 
another by these people, is fixed upon every county in the State. 
The carrying of fire-arms by this class of people seems to be a 
question not of game and wild-bird protection atone. 

The new game law seems to be generally acceptable to the public. 
Individuals here and there raise objections to this or that require- 
ment, most of these questions being immaterial. Some question is 
raised concerning the value of that provision of the law concerning 
the killing of wild water fowl, which prohibits shooting from Jan- 
uary first to AjMril first, then creating nn open season for two weeks. 
If the ground for stopping spring shooting of this kind of game, chief 
of which was that the birds were mating and at this time move to 
their breeding grounds, is correct, it seemfi to me th" opening of a 
season of any length during April is absolutely WTong, and to the 



extent of that open seafloo nulliflt^B the purpose of those who drafted 
this bill. Ordinarilj we have no Bhootmg during January and Feb- 
ruary. The law then, as it now stands, has little or no effect daring 
these months. When the winter breaks and the ice goes out late in 
February or March, ducks, the larger varieties, sucb as mallards and 
black ducks (dusky mallards) appt-ar. They are not mating ni (bat 
time, nor are they moving toward their summer home. They appear 
to have been simply blown inland by storms and are coming and 
going without any fixed purpose. Sometimes, unless driven out by 
gunnei'S they stay in one neighborhood for weeks at a time. It 
seems to me, therefore, if there must be any spring shooting at all, 
it should be during March and not during April, and that an open 
season in April simply defeats the intended purpose of the new 
provisions. 

I have reports sent me between January first and April first, 1905, 
of the running of thirty-five deer by dogs. Seventeen of these deer 
were killed by said dogs. Sinee the signing of the new game law, 
with its strenuous provisions regarding dogs, I have had reported 
the running of but four deer by dogs, none of which were killed. I 
have had reported to me by oificera of this Commission since the 
twenty second day of April, last, the date of the approval of the new 
game law, the killing of something like 100 deer running doga, all 
of which were either caught in the act of following upon the track 
of deer, or killed upon information based upon affidavits that these 
dogs bad some time within one year from the date of such affidavit 
run or pursued deer, 1 have also received word of the killing of more 
than 200 additional dogs by oulsidera. Each one of these animals 
being habitual i-unners of deer or small game. Some of them run 
almost continually, day and night, except during that time needed 
for rest and feeding. Some few of these dogs may have been of 
value. The majority of them are worthless, many of them without 
owners or home, compelled to get a living through the chase, and 
a constant menace to game. I am frequently told th.<it no dogs are 
now heard running game, deer as well as small game, where prior 
to last April they could be heard at all times, and it seems to me 
that very much of this is due to the enactment of this new provision. 
If the same proportion of house-cats could be killed the benefit to 
wild birds would be most notable. The effect of the new law on the 
use of bird dogs hunting deer reumins to be tested, I am of the 
opinion that many hunters will prefer to leave their bird dogs at 
home during the two weeks of the oi)en season for deer, in preference 
til getting into trouble over the possibility of the pursuit of deer, 
(for tlie distance of 100 yards) by such dog. 

I take pleasure in reporting that the interest of Ihe people of the 
State, hunters, uon-hnnters, ladies as well as gentlemen, in game and 



wild-bird protection is rapidly increasing and is moat noticeable; that 
many elubs haw been orgaDi7,e(i for this purpose dnring the last 
year. Quite a number of prominent gentlemen in the rommiinities 
vhere they reside have i)etitioned for the appointment of Special 
l»eputy Game Protectors, simply that they may be placed in position 
to use the power given them, when occasion requires. 

We have at this time 9 regular Game Protectors, 55 Deputy Game 
Protectors, and 56 Special Deputy Game Protectors, several of the 
liitter being appointed in the different parts of the State upon the 
recommendation of Game Protective organizations, who have vouched 
for their fitness and integrity. All of these men have taken the oath 
required by the law authorizing their appointment. I believe each 
individual of this force, without exception, to be honest and energetic 
ir. his work, earnestly laboring for the good of game and wild-bird 
protection, and that through their efforts we will, during the coming 
ytar, he able to show a very decided improvement of our Work. 

From reports of our oSflcers and personal contact with many in- 
dividuals in different parts of the State, I am convinced that the 
liiwB for game and wild-bird protection are popular, and that the 
Game Commission, not only has the sympathy and good will of the 
great majority of our people, but that very many of them are taking 
an active interest in the work. We have had some trouble with 
county officials, who have refused to pay to our officers certain fees 
specified in ihe law. This is done under the claim that the act 
authorizing such payment is unconstitutional, or for some like 
reason, and has caused more than one ofReer to hesitate in his 
work. These questions, as they arise, should be pushed to a conclu- 
sion in the courts, and the exact rights of our officers be clearly 
established. I take pleasure in saying that 1 do not know of one 
single instance of an officer connected with this Commission, either 
leading an innocent person into temptation for the purpose of col- 
lecting penalties, or making a prosecution for any reason, excepting 
for wilful and deliberate violation of the game law by the defendant 
in question. 

We have issued thirteen certificates to take birds for scientific 
study since the approval of the new game law of April 22nd, 1905. 
All of these gentlemen are of the best character, as established by 
papers filed with their applications. We have received numerous 
communications relative to hunting on Sunday from various parts 
ef the State, not because there was moi-e of this thing Ix'ing done 
than heretofore, but because of the increased interest in game and 
wild bird protwtlon by the iH'ople. Investigations upon our part 
show that in some wcliouH of the Slate hunting on Sunday is quite 
ceminoii, and Beems to be the popular idea. We are doing our vfjy 
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best to bring tbis practice to ao end, and give to our game the one 
day's rest out of seven of the otberwise open season. Tlie great 
majority of the violations of tliis clasa appears to belong to the 
foreign elements, who, not l>eing able to follow their ordinary voca- 
tions upon Sunday, very often put in their time in violating the 
game law, much to our annoyance and frequently to their extreme 
expense. The penalty for hnnting on tSunday by anyone is J25. 
The penalty imposed by law upon the unnaturalized foreign born 
resident for hunting without a license is f25, so that when these 
people bant witliout a license and on Sunday the penalty, as fixed 
by law, is |5U with costs. The penalty for killing any one of the 
birds designated as game birds by law, renders the person violating 
that i>rovi8ion liable to |25 and costs While the killing of any one 
of the wild birds other than game birds renders him liable to flO 
and costs. So that an arrest of one of these people for violating 
the game laws seldom results in a penalty of less than |60 or |70 
with costs, some times very much more than this amount. One 
Italian named I'eppi, notwithstanding the fact that he was natur- 
alized, being compelled to pay f42ft in penalties with additional costs 
for his summer's work in violating the game near Safe Harbor. I^n- 
caster county. Kevere as this penalty was, its effect seems to have 
been limited and men of tbis type in camps not more than ten miles 
away are still reported as doing the same thing. Two men in the 
same camp hunting out of season and killing birds, because the 
aforesaid Peppi did it, were arrested and compelled to pay, one $60 
and costs and the other J70 and costs. These men appeared to be 
wholly ignorant of the law and simply followed the example set by 
Teppi. I frequently come upon occurrences of this kind and I think 
the Commission should strive to have printed and [>ostcd in all of 
the camps of foreigners in this State notices in their respective 
languages, catling attention to the laws and their liability for their 
violation. While it is the law and is our only method of correcting 
existing evils, it seems to me extremely hard to compel these poor 
people to part in this way with their hard earned dollars. 

I have hesitated to have these notices published without your 
direct orders, because of the excessive cowts of their publication. 
One printer in Wilkes-Barre, who has been doing work for the 
State, and to wliom I was recommended as a translator, demanded 
f200 for 500 posters on cloth, printed in Italian or Slavish, each 
poster containing not more than 40(1 words. The exact cost of such 
a form should not exceed 10 cents at the outside. A careful estimate 
by men engaged in the printing business shows that it should not 
exceed ii cents. I await your direction in this matter. 

1 herewith attach a copy of the balance slieet, showings the fltian.- 



11 

cial standing of the rommisBion at this time, tlie same being the 
finding of tlie auditor directed bv thia board. 

You will notice the income to the ("omniiasion tlirough the warden 
Hei'viee each year during the lime covered hy this statement and 
that this amount during the lust year, us returned direct to this 
cftice hy our officers, was cIohc to $2,i)lHl. This amount is about one- 
haif of that actually recovered, as, prior to April 2:ind, 1905. one- 
half of all the penalties recoven'd went to the otHcera direct, while 
the other half was returned to the County Treasurer, who. after de- 
ducting five i«'r cent, for his s«'rvice forwarded the balance to the 
State Treasury for our use. Under the present law our representa- 
tives are paid the full amount recovered by the Justice and he in 
turn forwards the sauie to this office, thus saving the percentage 
heretofore paid out for nothing. 

I wish to report that owing to the manner of printing and delivery 
of the pamphlet containing the game, fish and forestry laws, (the 
delivery to this office of the entire allotment, 8.000 copies), white 
but a limited numbi'r. was delivered to the House, the Senate and 
t« the other Departments mentioned in the resolution directing its 
publication, the deficiency still being unprinted, the demand upon 
this office was enormous and rapidly consumed the books at our 
disposal. I attempted to have the numt>er increased through the 
Auditor General, and was told that they could not be increased by 
ji single copy, nor eould they pay for one single copy above the 
number set apart to our use. 1. therefore, after consultation with 
Mr. Worden, of the Conimission, order 6,0(H> copies additional and 
will be compelled to pay for same out of funds of the Commission 
at the rate of fSO per thousand. / To meet this outlay I am sending 
a circular letter to all applicants stating the facts as they exist, and 
that I will he compelled to ask 10 cents per copy for this book. 
I have but little doubt that the entire number will be disposed 
of during the next year. At the figure stated the book costs us 5 
cents, the postage will cost 4 cents per copy, so that we are ahead 
1 cent where the actual money is paid in the first instance. Where 
we will be compelled to send out our circular letter we will fall 
behind one cent through this transaction. Still I think this is about 
the best we could do under the circumstances. 

Communications hy mail to this office during the past year have 
very largely increased. Many of the complaints that come to us in 
this way prove, upon investigation, to be without foundation in fact. 
Many that are correct in every way are so covered by tbe parties 
committing the offense, or by those knowing the facts, as to block us 
absolutely in our work of attempted convictions. Still the effect is 
good, for these parties sooner or later understand that we are after 
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tliem and hesitate to renew tbe olfcuBc. I, therefore, am Batisfied 
that the financial return as shown hy our balance sbeot does not 
by any means cover the entire benefit secured through the work of 
our officers. Some of these men seem to he exeeedingly energetic, 
covering very great territory, but still fall short in the recovery of 
penalties. 

I will not attempt to state specifically the causes for which we 
have brought suits, nor the number of persons prosecuted for viola- 
tions of tbe game law during the past year; but call attention to the 
amount of penalties secured as a proof of what has been done. I 
would also state that in many cases, where coDvictions were se- 
cured the defendant served one day for each dollar of penalty unpaid 
ii\ preference to the payment of said penalty in cash. We have tost 
some eases for various reasons, sometimes without just cause and 
most aggravating, but have ordinarily been successful. I feel that 
even when we have failed to secure a conviction, the lesson taught 
i^ well worth tbe outlay. We have already lost two cases brought 
for the use of naptha launches in pursuing wild water fowl, the 
use of which is forbidden by the new law. The witnesses in both 
cases failed to sustain statements made to the officers prior to tbe 
arrest. 

At our disposal is a special appropriation of f6,000, given to the 
Commission for the purpose of propagation and purchase of certain 
game. In the matter of game I feel we can purchase to much better 
advantage from overstocked private preserves in the State, than we 
can by propagation, and would recommend that this method be 
adopted. I understand that a limited number of quail for propa- 
gating purposes only can be purchased in several of the States in 
the south and west. I have determined with tbe permission and 
order of this Commission to trap certain wild-turkeys, in the spring 
releasing same in territory jvell adapted to their pposperity and 
where a few years ago this game was found in considerable num- 
bers, but where at this time, because of the lack of adequate pro- 
tection it has become extinct. Some of the male birds thus secured 
I desire to retain in captivity with certain females of a species 
f<'und near Hopewell in Bedford county. The birds of this species 
at this time appear to be about one-half wild and are reported to 
be capable of foraging for themselves even during the severe winter 
weather, and I believe, with the addition of the wild blood thus 
iitroduced will make typical wild turkevs, able to care for them- 
selves anywhere at any time. JJirds of this kind can be reared in 
captivity willi as much certainty of success as can the ordinary tame 
turkey and can be released in places adapted to them in every way. 
Some of this work, I know, is purely experimental and we may fall 

.sic 
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short of Buccess, but I feel that without a beginDing there can be 
no finish, and I would therefore recommend that a eommittee of 
such number as jou may deem best, t>e appointed by this Commis- 
Bion at this time to look after these interests and direct the disburse- 
ment of this money. 

We have not had one single oiflcer shot, or shot at, duriog the 
present year, as against five shot at and three actually shot daring 
the year ending November Ist, 1904. Even while I write though I 
am informed that one of our officers, Frank Howe, of Wilkes-Barre, 
ill attempting to make an arrest last week was compelled to defend 
himself, which he did with his fists, his apponent dying the afternoon 
of the day on which the fight took place. What the result of this 
trouble may be remains to be demonstrated. 

We have already expended one quarterly allowance of our appro- 
liriation, |2,500, and in addition the income derived from penalties 
and license fees, which amount is shown in the statement hereto 
attached. This fund derived as before stated from fines, penalties. 
&c., has enabled us to reach this point in our work without drawing 
upon the appropriation at the beginning of the present quarter, 
t^ptemher first. This leaves a balance of f7,500 to be expended 
during the balance of this fiscal year and f 10,000 for the next fiscal 
year. 

I desire to say that the item in each year's statement under the 
heading of warden service includes not only the money paid out by 
this office in the form of salaries and expenses, but also the one-half 
of the penalties returned by ub to the Deputy or Special Deputy, to 
which amount he is entitled under the law, this being the only pay 
he receives for services rendered, unless specially engaged by this 
office. Our liabilities for warden services during the month of Sep- 
tember amounted to f605.01, and we approximate that amount for 
the month of October. During the mouth of November we may have 
this amount increased by several hundred dollars, owing to the time 
of the year and the special duties that we may have to perform. 
You, of course, understand that our expenditures are not fixed by 
any set rule, and while we have been able to do this during the past 
quarter of this fiscal year, the next quarter may consume any surplus 
we may have on hand. 

There still remains unpaid the |200 retainer of E. E. Beidleman, 
attorney, as fixed by our Commission in July last, and 1375.00 unpaid 
balance to Dr. Joseph Kalbfus, Becretary of this Commission. 

It seems to me that the benefit to the service in general and 
eispecially to the office through tlie addition of the stenographer 
authorized at your last meeting, must in (he near future, if it is 
not at present, be evident to everyone of this Commission. When 
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1 consider the matter myself I ceoDOt clearly see how I, as an 
individual, could have accomplished more than was accomplished. 
The only wonder to me is that we met the demands made upoa us 
ba we did, and that our accounts are not more tangled than they 
have turned out to be under the hands of the aaditor. I de^re to 
thank you personally for the help given me in this way and am 
satisBed that the return in improvement of the service will much 
Diore than make return for the outlay. 
All of which I respectfully submit. 

JOSEPH KALBFUS. 
Secretary of the Gajne Commission, 
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AUDITOR'S REPORT 

TO 

BOARD OF GAME COMMISSIONERS 

or 

PENNSYLVANIA. 



From January 1, 1899, to November i, 1905. 



Harrisburg, Pa., Niiv. Ist, 1905. 

To the Board of (lame CommiflsionerB of PennBylvania: 

Gentlemen: Having been requested to andit the accounts of the 
Secretary of your CommiBsioa, I herewith submit the following as 
my report: 

RECEIPTS. 

Sept. 13, 1898, to cash turned over 
by Dr. B. H. Warren, »200 00 

To warrants on appropriations as 
follows, 

June 1, 1898 to June 1, ^901, tSOO 00 

June I, 1901 to Jane 1, 1903 3,000 OO 

June 1, 1903 to June I, 1905, 12,000 00 

$15,800 OO 
July 7, 1905, l8t quarter's warrant 

on present appropriation, 2,500 00 

1S,300 00 ^ 

<iB) . Google 



I»»tialtu*B ColU'olpd Throudii Offlt'p. 

Fop year commenfing Jan. 1, 1899 

and 1900, »1,084 96 

For year commencing Jan. 1, 1901, 916 09 
For year comniencing Jan. 1, 1902, 
For year commencing Jan. 1, 1903, 
Fop year commencing Jan. 1, 1904, 
For year 1905 to June let, . . 



Prom June 1, 1905 to Nov. 1, 1905,. 



, 1,099 92 
655 63 

, 1,531 48 
403 02 


».5,691 10 
1,685 13 



Penaltiea From State Treaaurer. 

For year commencing Jan. 1, 1902, f917 87 
Fop year commencing Jan. 1, 1903, 470 70 
For year commencing Jan. 1, 1904, 2,944 91 



From Jane 1, 1905 to Nov. 1, 1905, 



|4,333 48 

920 85 



Certificates. 






5,254 33 


For year commeDciDg Jan. 1, 


1902, 


f40 00 




For year commencing Jan. 1, 


1903, 


35 OO 




For year commencing Jan. 1, 


1904, 


10 OO 




IVom Jan. 1, 1905 to June 1 


1905, 


30 00 




From June 1, 1905 to Nov. 1, 


1905, 


35 00 





Non Resident Licensea. 

For year commencing Jan. I, 1902, flO 00 

For year commencing Jan. 1, 1904, 850 95 

From June 1, 1905 to Nov. 1, 190.-J, 30 00 



Advanced May 31, 1905 by Dr. Kalbfus to cover 
Bhortage in bank account, 

June 1, 1905 to Nov. 1, 1905 sale of Game 
Laws issued by Department, 

Oct. 30, 190.1, i»rivatp contribution for 

B|>e<'iul worl^, 

Total receipts — 



feXPENDITTTKES. 

For Office Expeoeea, including postage, print- 
ing, t;i>ewritit]g, 8ub8cri]>tionB to periodi- 
rale, janitor's services, and siindrj' expenses: 

For jear commencing Jan. 1. 1809, f366 50 

For year commencing Jan. I, 1900, 556 73 

For year commencing Jan. 1, 1901, 521 60 

For year conunencing Jan, 1, 1902, 58 20 

For year commencing Jan. 1, 1903, 259 20 

For year commencing Jan. 1, 1904, 154 7<t 

For year 1905 to June Ist, 59 91 



$1,946 47 
From June 1, 1905 to Nov. ] , 1905, ,379 09 



$2,325 66 



For Warden's Services. 

For year commencing Jan. 1, 1899, ?17 11 

For year commencing Jan, 1, 1900, 497 S2 

For year commencing Jan. 1, 1901, 1,262 50 

For year commencing Jan. 1, 1902, 2,685 88 

For year commencing Jan. 1, 1903, 4,463 76 

For year commencing Jan. 1, 1904. 9,611 63 

For year 1905 to June Ist, 4,518 52 



$23,057 22 
From June 1, 1905 to Nov. 1. 1905, 3,911 96 



26,969 18 



For Attorneys' Fees. 

For year commencing Jan. 1, 1900, $125 00 

For year commencing Jan. 1, 1902, 400 00 

For year commencing Jan. 1, 1903, 480 00 

For year commencing Jan. 1, 1904, 314 40 

For year 1905 to Jime Ist, 406 82 



$1,720 22 
From June I, 1905 to Nov. 1, 1905, 328 08 



Commission its' Fxi>enacF<. 
For year commencing Jan. ], 1900, $4« 04 



,, Goot^ Ic 



VoT year commenciDg Jan. 1. 1901. 45 00 

For year commem'ing Jan. 1, litOS, 2fl 70 

122 74 

StrnoKrapher's Services. 

Prom Jane 1, 1»05 to Nov. 1. 1905, 225 00 

July 1. 1905, lefundcd Dr. Kalbfue money ad- 

vamed by him on May .tl, 1905 86 29 

Total expendltun-a |31,T83 07 

Balance in hands ot Secretary, Nov. 1. 1905, |508 73 

Your Becrelary, Dr. Jos. Kalbfus, has had his bank book balanced 
and I And his balance in bank agrof'S with the balance as it appears 
in his cash book and as set forth above. 

It will be noticed in the above statement that the receipts and 
expenditures have been hroiiffht down to June 1st, 1905, and the 
transactions which have occurred since that date are added on 
separately. I have dom- this because I find that your fiscal year 
begins at that time and that you might consider it wise to close 
your accounts each year on May 3l8t. 

If you take the difference between the receipts and the expendi- 
tures as they appear above on May 31st, 1905, you will find the 
cash balance at that time to have been |34.17. It was impossible 
for me to balance your books at that point as the entries are oon- 
linuous. I should have shown each year's transactions as closing 
on this date, but owing to the very limited time at my command this 
was practically imi>ossibIe. I should, however, recommend that 
jou adopt some form of voucher-check, similar to the one I herewith 
attach, to be used for all [myments. The classifications may be 
varied somewhat to suit your convenience, but its advantages can 
readily be noted. This will not only simplify your method of book- 
keeping bnt will enable you to make a satisfactory audit of yonr 
accounts at any time, 

Bespectfully submitted, 

ANSON S. DEVOUT, 
"■ Auditor. 
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SAVE OUR BIRDS. 



Methods whereby Game and other Wild Birds can best 
be Protected and Cared for. 



Recommendations as to the Trapping and Care of Qnall. 



Use of Poison for the Extermination 
of Vermin and Grows. 
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Commonwealth of I'enasylvania, 
Office of the Itoard of iinme CommissioDers, 
HarriBburg, Pa., January 3, 1005. 

Dear Sir: By a«t of Assenibly, it is made the duty of the Ttoard 
of Game Commissioners to protect the game aod wild birds of this 
State. I take it this duty exteode beyond matters specifically meu- 
tiooed in this statute; that the purpose of the law is to save the 
game and wild birds from extinction, and that it is as much my 
bonnden duty to [^otect the game and wild birds from destruction 
through the agency of four footed animals, predatory birds, or the 
elements, as it is to say these same things shall not be taken by 
man, except under the letter of the law. I cannot believe that the 
Game Law is intended for a purpose other than benefit to all the 
people of this State, or that it is my duty to arrest a poor man who 
may kill game out of season, when he net ds (lie piiire for food, and 
then stand with folded arms and see game of like kiud destroyed 
by storms, vermin, or wild animals, big or little, 

With the idea, then, that it is my duty to give all the protection 
in my power to the game and wild birds of the State, I desire to 
make some suggestions. 

I will not attempt in this letter, except in a limited way, to touch 
upon the value of the life work of the birds. I do want it under- 
stood, that as the illustration I may use shows the value of the 
bird named, so each family of our birds has its specialty, each doing 
a particular work that no other family attempts to do, except to a 
limited extent. 

Professor Surface, Economic Zoologist of this State, tells nie the 
annual loss to Agriculture, in the United Slates, aggregates scores 
of millions of dollars from the ravages of plant lice alone. That if 
the natural increase of pant lice was not curbed in some way, this 
world would not be inhabitable by man, at the end of ten years. 

One of the great protectors of plant lice is our common ant, which 
carries the egg of the plant louse below the frost line in winter, 
carries the young louse out and places it on the plant in the spring, 
getting therefrom, in return, what is known as honey dew, each ant 
protecting and oaring for vast numbers of lice, just as the farmer 
cares for and protects his cattie for the return they give. 

One of the great destroyers of ants is our common flicker or yellow 
hammer. This bird is the nioaf terrestrial of all wood peckers, and 
takes fully seventy-five per leut. of his food on the ground. The 
examination of many of the stomachs of these birdi> lias proven 
conclusively that more than one-half of the food of this bird, tue 
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jear rouod, is macle up of ants, and demonstrated the capacity' of 
a single flicker to eonsunis nine tliousand ante at one meal. 

No game bird seems to have a firmer hold upon the public mind 
than the common ijuail, or "Bob White," and a study of this bird, 
undertaken by the Biological Survey at Washington, demonstrates, 
by almost limitless examination and experiment, that the economic 
value of the tjuail is equaled by but few birds, and exceeded by none. 
His food supply is more varied than that of most birds, and is 
almost without exception drawn from a source through which 
nothing but good to man can result. He consumes many things, 
such a« potato bugs, chinch bugs, the cotton boll wcavel, certain 
caterpillars, spiders and other insects, that most birds aTOtd, and 
that, when taken at all by such other birds, are eaten to a limited 
extent only. Professor Surface says, in his Bulletin of January, 
1904: "No birds on the farm are more Valuable as seed eaters and 
insect destroyers than the common quail." 

In addition to the value of the life work of all game birds is the 
value that cannot be expressed in words or figures, of a day afield 
with gun and dog, and I know there is no sportsmen who will not 
appreciate what I mean, when this is said. There is a beneflt de- 
rived, that no one who fails to indulge in this sport can realize, 
a beneflt that is not drawn through the killing of the brids only, 
and that comes to no two men exactly alike. The working of a dog 
speaks in different language to difTerent men. From the moment 
the trail is struck until a dead bird, held only my the tip of a wing, 
is brought and laid at one's feet, ail else, business cares and engage- 
ments, sorrows and joys outside, are alike forgotten, in the work of 
that dog. 

Six times to my certain knowledge, since I first began to take a 
special interest in this work, quail, because of severe winters and 
the slaughter of market hunters, had become almost extinct in 
Pennsylvania. Six times the sportsmen of this State, as an organ- 
ization, with a limited number of outsiders, went down into their 
pockets and furnished the cash where with to buy quail in other 
States and bring them into this State. This same thing has been 
done every year, to a more or less degree, and I feel perfectly safe 
in saying, that were it not for this importation of quail there would 
not be one single covey iii this State to-day. The killing of these 
birds for the market has to a great extent been stopped. So 
likewise have the avenues through which live birds can be secured 
from the outside. Pour years ago quail for propagating purjioses 
could be secured without limit from almost every State of the south 
and west; to-day I can count such States upon the fingers of one 
hand, the supply being limited from these and the price three and 
even flve times what it was four years ago. We are forced into the 



|*oBition where we most protect and save our own birds, if we hope 
to have any in the years to <'ome. Aside from Btatatory enactment 
every citizen and lover of the quail has his work to do, and 1 there- 
fore heg ea*;h individual, I beg the farmer, who derives more benefit 
from life worli of all kinds of birds than any other class, I beg th" 
sportsman with his limited benefit, of a day afield, every boy and 
girl who takes pleasure in our birds, every professed Christian of 
this State, to "not pass by upon the other side." The winter, in its 
most terrible form, is indeed at hand for our birds. Don't let them 
die. I assure you. in protecting them, you are only benefiting 
yourself. 

The law at this time permits the trapping of quail from the first 
day of January to the first day of April next following, for the 
purpose of keeping them alive during the winter, and any method 
through which this can be accomplished without injury to the bird 
may be used. They may be led into traps or nets by lines of buck- 
wheat or screenings, and after capture may be easilj' kept in cages 
or coops of proper dimensions. A good plan is to secure a fair sized 
room, say 14x14; be sure all openings whereby rata or weasels can 
enter are closed; cover the window with woven wire and leave it 
so that plenty of fresh air will be given; place a pile of brush, 
preferably evergreen, in one corner, into which the birds can re- 
treat; see to it that they are fed and watered daily. By this method 
many more birds will be saved than in any other way, as they will 
not be exposed to storms and to the attacks of their natural enemies. 
If a room cannot be secured, hang up bundles of unthreshed grain, 
wheat, rye, buckwheat, millet, or anything that will supply the need, 
or, better still, build covers under which ihey can feed, choosing 
warm, protected corners along fences for this pui'pose. A good 
way is to drive two stakes, say ten feet apart, and ten feet from the 
fence lay a rail on the stakes, and rails from the fence to this rail 
cover with brush or corn stalks. Be sure to leave all sides open, 
80 that the birds, attacked by an enemy, such as a weasel, or house 
eat, can readily make their escape. Build the cover about three feet 
high, so that while there will be plenty of light and air, it will be 
almost impossible for a hawk to strike the birds while feeding, which 
will be done if the cover is too high; scatter feed both threshed and 
unthreshed under this cover, see to it that your efforts are not undone 
by hawks, or house cats, or other predatory creatures. Two or three 
covers of this kind will serve a good purpose on any farm, and be 
followed by a full return of money and labor expended, through the 
work of the birds. 

Experience teaches: That the idea of giving absolute protection 
to quail for a series of years, or to certain coveys on a farm, is not 
followed by the best results, because frequently two or three. or 



more hen birds will la; in tbe eame nest, the cock birds fight ore'.' 
them, and no hatching be tbe result. I therefore recommeDd tbe 
U-apping of the birds in every inetance where it is possible, not 
only for the purpose of keeping them alive duriog the winter, but 
also for the purpose of separating a covej to increase the chances of 
propagation. Where the birdi^ are trapped the; can well be allowed 
to run together during the great part of the winter. Two or three 
weeks before thej are to be liberated, divide them into pairs, placing 
a male and female in a separate box or cage, feed and keep together. 
The probability is that the birds will mate, in captivity, or at least 
become so well acquainted that they will mate after their release. 
This will result in a covey for each pair of birds. By taking the 
cage or box in which the birds are confined, during tbe night time, 
to tbe place where one hopes to see the birds propogate, taking off 
the cover or slats, sprinkling food around, and going away quietly, 
the birds, when daylight comes, will be induced to come out without 
fright, will feed, move around, feed again, and remain in that locality, 
without flying to places where they cannot be looked after, or pro- 
tected. A little judicious handling and feeding will in all probability 
keep them there until the young are hatched, and frequently cause 
them to make that place their permanent home. If tbe covey you 
have trapped is released in pairs, on different days, on different 
parts of the farm, the probability ia that they will not call together, 
but instead, will at once make preparations for housekeeping, with 
the result that several coveys will be found where you now have 
but one. 

It is a well-known fact that the male bird generally leads in tbe 
lligbt. I would suggest, therefore, as a means of keeping a pair 
of quail in a certain locality, that about two days before releasing 
the birds you pluck five of the large feathers from the tip of one 
wing of the male bird; this, while not taking from the bird abso- 
lutely the power of flight, will cause it to fly in circles and prevent 
lengthy flights. The feathers will be renewed in about six weeks; 
in the meantime the birds will become fixed in the locality, and in 
all probability have housekeeping started. 

Sportsmen and others interested in the preservation of the "wild 
turkey should see to it that food of sufficient quality and in sufficient 
quantity be procured and placed during the winter months where it 
can be secured readily by these birds. We have in this State a law, 
just and proper, that forbids the placing of poison for the purpose 
of intentionally killing domestic animals or dogs. The penalty for 
violation of this act includes imprisonment, as well as a cash penalty. 
There is still another taw that forbids the placing of poison outside 
of bnildings for the purpose of killing wild animals or birds. Still, 
the Game Commission, through its duly authorized agents, has the 
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right nnder the law to deetrnj' vermin and predatory wild animals 
and bird* harmful to game and other wild birds in aiich way as to 
tlifin may tifvm beet. 

Kxperiencc teiitrheH qh that it is next to tiupoBsible to reach many 
of thii; wild prt*datory c-reatnres of our Kta(e except through the uae 
of poiBon. I take it the pur|KiHe of placing poison may well be 
judged from the point where it is deposited or the vehicle used to 
ooQTey it, and, therefore, in attempting to seleit methods of con- 
veyance for this remedy, have tried to deride upon rertain things not 
likely to be taken by domestic animals of any kind or by a dog. I 
found that by introducing as much strychnine as will be taken up 
by an ordinary musket cap into the body of an English sparrow, a 
mouse, a piece of lish or eel, and dropping same into a stone wall or 
stone pile, hollow log, or stump along the line of travel of vermin, 
many animals such as the skunk, the weasel, the mink, and the bouse 
cat will be stopped in its predatory career, and such action will add 
tenfold to the safety of the quail, the wild turkey, the pheasant or 
any other ground nesting or ground feeding birds. The dead body 
of a rabbit or a chicken or sparrow or mouse, treated in this way, 
tied to the end of a stick, say two fee-t in length, placed in the hollow 
of a tree near the ground, bait end up. will serve a splendid purpose. 
I'oison may be used in perfect safety in the above mentioned ways, 
the dogs not being able to get at it, even if so disposed, while smaller 
niiimalB will be able to reach it easily. 

One gentleman recently told me of three weasels he killed in this 
way with one bait, the bait in this instance being the body of a 
rabbit killed by a weasel. A dog is not likely to eat any of the 
aforementioned bait, even if he should find it in the woods. If placed 
as directed it will be out of reach, even should he pass that way. 
When the warm rains begin, bait of this kind will quickly be decom- 
posed and rendered harmless, even should it not be taken by vermin. 
Many a predatory animal and bird will be called down in this way 
without the aid of a bounty law, or the expense attached thereto. 

The good done by the crow through the destrui'tion of mice or 
ir.si>cts does not appear to weigh in the balance against the wrong 
done by these same birds. The rapid disapp<'arance of prairie 
chicken in Indiana, Illinois and other prairie states of the west is 
directly attributed to the crow, that from morning to night, month 
ii; and month out, preys upon the nests and young of these birds, 
and has been known in very many instances to attack and kill nearly 
full grown praine chickens. 

Dr. Warren tells me of a spot in Pennsylvania known to himself 
where the crow, during the laying and nesting time of the wild 
waterfowl, especially the mud lien, is covered to the depth of many 
inclies by the shells of the t^gs of these birds, all of which werb 



stolen by crows, that, in Heores and hundreds, sweep over the 
tuarsheB in that locality, devouring every egg and deetroying every 
young bird they can find. We all know how the robin and very many 
other of onr small birds, during their nesting time, are driven almost 
to the window sills of our home by the ^-oracious crow, which, to my 
mind, seem to destroy individually more birds of all kinds, more 
birds' eggs and more yonug poultry than any hawk that ever flapped 
a wing. A little oorn boiled until swollen and soft, with the addi- 
tion of a little strychnine, will cure the crow of many bad habits. 

Remember, the law prohibits the placing of poison by the general 
public. 

Remember, in using strychnine, that it is a deadly poison, and 
should in all ways be most carefully handled and cared for. 

I feel that nothing but good can come to the State by the follow- 
ing of an^' of the suggestions herein made. 
Respectfully yours, 

JOSEPH KALBFUS, 
Secretary of the Game Commission. 
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REPORT 



Game Commissioners. 



To His Excellency, Samuel W. Peniiypaoker, Governor of Pennsyl- 
nia: 

Sir: Id compliance with the act of June 25, 1895, creating the Board 
of Game CommieeiOQers of this CommonweaJth, and prescribing its 
ilnties, we hereby respectfully submit to ;oa our report of vork 
done through and under our direction diiriug the year intervening 
between November 1, 1905, and November 1, 1900. That yon may 
more thoroughly understand the situation and grounds upon which 
this report is based, we attach hereto a copy of the report of our 
Secretary for the same period. 

From what we have been able to gather from this and other re- 
ports made to us we feel satisfied that song and iusectivorouB birds 
of all kinds classed as wildbirds other than game birds are in in- 
creasing in this State, and that the benefits to the Commonwealth 
from this increase, from an economic point of view is most marked. 
We feel that game birds of all kinds, excepting quail and woodcock, 
are more numerous than for years passed, and tbat game quad- 
rupeds, such as deer, bear, rabbits and aquirrete are increasing in 
numbers in that territory in which they were found last year, and 
in many instances are found at this time in sections whereon, prior 
to this date, they had apparently been exterminated— thereby sup- 
plying in this manner an incentive for exercise and recreation, that 
uin be furnished in no other manner; and an experience in camp 
life, in handling and caring for fire arms, tbat is of very great value 
to all men who indulge in it; and a food supply that in^the aggre- 
gate will reach many many tons in weight. 

We re-iterate the assertion repeatedly made that the presence of 
many unnaturalized foreign born residents within our borders, and 
their disposition to use guns, legally and illegally, is a constant and 
exceedingly grave menace to our wild life in (he State and to the 
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peace of many commiiuitics wlii'iTin tlioae people are found. From 
wLat we can learn of this elass we believe the great majority of them 
to be possessed, at the best, of but an extremely crude idea of the 
true meaning of the word "liberty."' Many of them construe it to 
mean a license to do as they may see fit, regardless of law. This 
disposition, connected with the low value they appear to place upon 
human life, seems to make them individually and i-ollectively a most 
dangerous people, and one upoD whom the strong hand of the law 
(annot be too quickly laid. We believe the passage of an act, for- 
bidding all unnaturalized foreign born residents within thia State to 
he even poss<'ssed of fire arms within our borders, would have a 
most beneficial effect, not only saving the lives of many birds and 
animals, that it is our province to protect, but also the lives of many 
human beings, that are at this time daily sacrificed in this State 
through the letkless use of arms of this description by people of 
this class. This in addition to the expenditure of great sums of 
money in an attempt to punish these wrong-doers. We heartily 
recommend the passage of an act with this end in view. 

We call to your notice the idea advanced by members of the Penn- 
sylvania State Sportsmen's Association, relative to a resident hun- 
ter's license. We most certainly need an increase in the amount of 
money allotted to our use. These t,-entleraen believe this method 
of raising this fund to be the most fair and equitable yet suggested. 
Theit claim is that no one is compelled to contribute in any way to 
this fund, unless he chooses to huut. The man who does not en- 
gage in hunting is not asked to part with one single cent for this 
purpose. The fee, while nominal to each individuril contributor, will 
in the aggregate place enough cash in our hands to efficiently con- 
duct the work of our office without af'kiug the State for any appro- 
priation whatever. It is estimated that one man out of every thirty 
in the Htate goes hunting. It is iKn«*ible that some of those who are 
classed as sportsmen may object to this method of raising revenue 
and for various reasons. Some will oppose it, because they are dis- 
posed to get everything possible for themselves without the expendi- 
ture of a cent. Some will oppose the bill because they know, if 
l«i8sed, it will be a brake on their actions and make sure their con- 
viction, if they commit depredations upon the lands whereon they 
may hunt. Some of those classed as agriculturists may also object 
upon the grounds that they should not be taxed for taking what 
already belongs to them. We desire t call your attention to the 
fact that, while the lands iiiay belong te them, the p;amp found there- 
on belong to the Stale, or in other words belong jointly to all the 
people of the Stat<'. .\iid while the huid-owner may prohibit hunt- 
ing on his property, he has no right to lake game, excepting under 
the general provisions of the law. We desire to call vour attention^ 



the fact that no faniiiT or any otiici- citizen of tliis State will be 
asked to secure this litense, unless he dcHircs to hunt for game. As 
it now stauds, every farraer contributes to tlie fund appropriated 
to the use of this Commission He does this, whether he hunts or 
not. While he is not taxed direclly. a certain sum is deducted from 
the aggregate colhTted as State tax (hat might, were it not for this 
diversion, be apjilied to his use — good roads, for instance, and to 
many other purposes in which he is inlerested. No class of our pi'o- 
ple is more beuetifed through (he lif,' work of our birds, either game 
or otherwise, than is the farmer. I'y this method, the farmer who 
does not hunt, is- made the recipient of a double return. First, the 
benefits of the life work of the birds, with which he cannot afford 
to dispense; and second, the possible beiiefils from the fund now 
appropriated to the use of the (iame ("ommission of this Common- 
vealth. Only the man who hunts is at'ked to pay this bill. We re- 
spectfully refer the tiueslion to you for consideration. 

If this bill becomes law the fund created through its provisions 
will be sufficient in all ways to meet the requirements of this office, 
and we will not ask or exp<'ct an appropriation at the hands of the 
Slate, except to cover that time between the first day of June, 1!)07, 
the end of this fiscal year, and that time when collected under the 
new law may be available. If the proposed resident hunters' li- 
cense fails to become a law we feel that we should be accorded an 
appropriation of at least f50,00fl, to be applied to our work during 
the coming two years. 

While we recognize the somewhat tangled, and to a certain extent 
unfair provisions of existing game laws, as <'ited by our Secretary, 
we are not, as a Commission, disijosed at this time to recommend 
alterations therein. 

In the matter pertaining to wild waterfowl, either in that particu- 
lar relating to season, or in that particular relating to the number 
that may be killed in one day, or in one season by one person, we 
think it would perhaps be well to allow this law to remain as it is 
for a time at least, thus giving adjoining states an opportunity to 
come up to the standard we have created rather than for us to take 
a step backward. A reference to that part of the report of our Sec- 
retary relating to the establishment of game preserve, and the pur- 
chase or propagation of game, under the provisions of the act of 
May 11, 1!)03, will show what has be^n done in that direction by this 
Commission. A reference to the financial statement will show what 
amount has been expended and what amount of the fund appro- 
priated to our use by the act before referred to still remains in our 
handi 

The protection accorded to our agricultural sections during what 
is known as the closed season from gunners of all classes, and the 



protection to eheep, horsea and the farmer jo the preTention of the 
running at large of dogs is of undoabted value in the State, and 
fihould appeal to those residing in those localities to stand by ns 
ill our work. We feel that the mauy benefits that can be attained 
through the game laws now on the statute books entitle those en- 
gaged in the enforcement of these laws to the support and hearty 
co-operation of every good citizen within this commonwealth 

We call your special attention to that part of the report of our 
Secretary relating to the wrongs done by the unnaturalized foreign 
born residents with this State. 

JOHN M. PHILLIPS, 
C. B. PENROSE, 
C. K. SOBER, 
W. HEYWABU MYERS, 
FRANK O. HARRIS, 
Board of Qame Commissioners. 

I endorse all of the foregoing report except that feature pertain- 
ing to wild -waterfowl. I feel that the law as it now stauds relative 
to this subject, is unfair and unjust and should be amended at once. 
I think the Qame Commission should be supported by appropriation 
from the State rather than by a personal tax. 

J. H. WOBDEN, 
President. 
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To the Honorable, the Members of the Board of Game (Commission- 
ers: 

Gentlemen: I herewith submit to you my report of the work done 
personally and through my direction during the time intervening be- 
tween November 1, 1905, and November 1, l!t06. This work includes 
only the work done by Game Protectors, Deputy Game Protectorb 
and Special Deputy Game Protectors connected with this office. 1 
desire to follow this report of work done with certain recommenda- 
tions. 

In my report of last November I stated that in my estimation game 
of all kinds in this State, excepting quail, was increasing, and that 
wild birds other than game birds, also, appeared to be more plenti- 
ful than heretofore. I now take pleasure in stating that this opin- 
ion is confirmed by the reports received from the several officers 
connected with this Commission, from very many individuals located 
in different parts of the State, and from personal observations. 
Game of all kinds, with the exception of 4]uail and woodcock, is more 
plentiful than it has been for very many yeare in this State. More 
hear, more wild turkeys, more ruffed grouse, more squirrels, more 
rabbits have already been killed in this State during the present open 
season for these animals and birds than have been for years taken 
throughout any entire season. Woodcock are comparatively scarce. 
Still, quite a number of these birds are being killed in different 
parts of the State. Deer are reported to be more plentiful than they 
Iiave been for years. What number may be killed remains to be 
(7) ^H)0*^lc 



domonstrated, as the evason for deer has not jet closed ia tbis State 
and tlie suceefie of the deer huntei-s depends upon climatic condi- 
tions, rather than the number of deer that mn.v be found in the 
forest. Owing to the dry weather au.l lack of snow a much smaller 
uumber of deer were killed last jeai- than durini,' the year of 1904. 
The number killed laet year approximated six hundred, while those 
captured during 1!)U4 exceeded a thounand. Snow falling toward 
the close of our last season, demonstrated beyond question that 
there were many deer in the State, and that this falling off in the 
numbers taken was not attributable to the scarcity of deer. Many 
more were left over than tor years in this Htafe, po that I anticipate 
poodly returns to those who may indulge in deer bunting this sea- 
son. 

As you are aware we inipoited from Alabama something like 
3,700 quail last spring at a c<ml of f'J.dO per dozen (six cocks and six 
hens.) These birds are reported to have done exceedingly well in 
every part of the State, The great n>ajority of them were released 
by the Game Protectors, who have had them nnd< r 8ui)ervi8ion since 
that time. Many nests have been reporti-d with from twelve to 
eighteen eggs in each. Five nests were reported as containing more 
than twenty eggs in each, every one of which liatched. We have 
had some birds reported as hatching twice. The increase of these 
birds in addition to the increase of the native birds, that remained, 
have given us quite a fair number of quail in this State. Of course, 
nothing like that what we have had ir. previous years, and nothing 
like what we desire to have; but still, a fair number, that with lim- 
ited shooting this fall, and reasonabk' protection during the coming 
winter, will give us an exceedingly fair start for next spring. I 
have had printed some twenty thousand copies of a circular upon 
the subject of the care and pi-otection of nuail, of which several thou- 
sand have already been distributed. Among others I sent one copy 
to each of the several newspapers of the Stale. 

In the matter of the creation of game preserver under the pro- 
visions of the act of 1905, I would say: You understand, that in the 
establishment of these preserves, no attempt has been made by the 
fencing or otherwise to limit game to any prescribed territory. The 
land allotted to us by the Forestry rommission under the provisions 
of the act of May 11, liHIa, has be.?a simply surrounded by a fire 
line, or path, iiarying in which from eight to ten fi?et, from which all 
brush has been cut and cleared away, and upon which forest fires 
are to be met, and, if possible, extinguished. A single wire has been 
stretched from tree to tree along one side of said path, with a line 
of notices printed upon cloth, and conspicuously posted, calling the 
attention of the public to the purpose of said inclosure, and forbid- 
ding trespassing within its limits for any purpose. Game of all 



kinds can come and go at pleasure, tht idea being to keep men out 
of these preserveB, rather than to keep game in. 

Each of these trni-tB rontain from three to four thousand acres, 
iuid have been located with a view to securing good winter quarters, 
as well &B Bummer feed for deer, wild turkeys and ruffed grouse. 
Two of these tracts, one in CtearQeld county and one in Clinton 
county, have been completed, the fire lines bein;; cut and the wire 
nud notices in place. 

The preserve in Franklin county has not yet been completed, 
owing to trouble in securing the laborers necessary to accomplish 
the desired end. The corners of this preserve have been established. 
The wire and notices are on the ground, and the Are line is now being 
cut. We expect to complete this work in the near future. 

I have contracted with C. C. Worthington of Shawnee, Monroe 
county, Pennsylvania, for the delivery of sixty does sometime dur- 
ing the coming winter. This delivery is made conditional upon the 
fall of snow, ns Mr. Worthington writes that it will be impossible 
for him to catch the deer unless snow', in sufficient quantity, falls 
to cover the ordinary feed, thus compelling them to resort to arti- 
ficial food, at which time, they can easily be led into inclosures and 
there captured. I desire to place twenty of these does upon each 
of the preserves established. Deer are found already in more or 
less numbers in each of these places, so that the (luestion of supply- 
ing bucks need not be considered. 

The running of deer with dogs, either with or without the care of 
their master appears to have been almost wholly stopped But two 
oi three instances of this kind have been reported to us during the 
past year. Many dogs, found runnitig small game have been killed, 
either by the owner of the dog, or by the owner of the lands upon 
which they were found. Some few were killed by officers of this 
Commission. 

I have sent out circulars to all of the ofBcers connected with the 
Game Commission, asking for a special report in connection with 
their regular reports for November, through which I hope to secure, 
as nearly as possible, the number of deer, bear and wild turkey 
killed in this Btate. with a general estimate on smaller game. 
Through these reports in connection with what I may secure from 
individuals, I hope to be able to give you a comparatively fair un- 
derstanding of conditions and to demonstrate by actual figures 
whether or not our work in the line of game protection has been 
a benefit to the State. 

I assert without the fear of contradiction, that wild birds of all 
kinds other than game birds were far more numerous last summer 
than they had been for a number of years, showing that our work 
in this direction at least has been a success. It remains to be ^ 
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tiTmin<<d, whether or not the flame Onmniisfiion is to be pommended, 
rather than condemned for the efforts that they have put forth in 
this direction, especially from those engaged in rnising small fmits 
and berries. It does seem to me that the excessive increase of any 
particular species of birds, especially the robin, the catbird, the 
cherry bird, the king bird, and many others that I might name, will 
sooner or later satisfy many i»eople that there is a possibility of too 
much of a good thing, and that so far at least as Ihese birds are con- 
cerned, the evils they are intended to remedy are no more to he 
dreaded than these birds, and that the cure is quite as expensive 
as the disease. It is certainly very trying and -iggravating for any- 
one to be compelled to see the catbird, or the robin, or other birds 
destroying one's strawbt'rries, or mulberries, or cherries, with no 
right other than simply frightening the birds away, knowing that 
within a few minutes after your hack is turned they will return, re- 
inforced by all their relatives in that section. What the remedy 
may be for this condition I am unable even to suggest. 

In the matter of shooting wildfowl, it eeema to roe our law needs 
some correction. I consider the limit of birds of this description 
that may be killed in one day, or in one season, as fixed by the last 
act of Assembly upon the subject, very unfair and unjust to the 
sportsmen of this Rtate, who sometimes go after game of this kind. 
To illustrate, we know that wild geese are found in this State to a 
limited extent, and then only when on their migratory course, fall 
or spring, they may stop for a limited time. A hunter may spend 
years on the waters of Pennsylvania and never succeed in killing 
one single goose. It does not seem fair to me, that such a man 
should, if the opportunity presents itself, be limited in the number 
he might kill to two geese in one day. or tea in one season, when we 
kiiow that the very birds he is prevented by our law from killing will 
pass over the State line and be exposed to dangers of all kinds. We 
know they go into a country where they are killed by all methods, 
that suggest themselves to men. They are killed at all times and 
in unlimited numbers. It will not do to claim that the laws of 
these states are as strict as our own and give as ample protec- 
tion. Many of us certainly know better than this. What is the 
good of a law in any state without the power of its enforcement? 
And what southern state even in a half degree attempts to enforce 
iis game laws? What applies to geese applies to all migratory 
wildfowl and I feel that the number limit on all of these birds, 
us it now stands should he entirely removed, or the number now 
permitted to he killed increased three or four times over. The 
open season for these birds, as fixed by the act of 1905, appears to 
me to defeat the purpose it was intended to serve, viz: peace and 
rest for the birds, while on their way to their nesting grounds and 
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wbeo they were matin;;. RhootinK during the first two weeks of 
April, I consider entirely wrong, and would moch prefer to see the 
Bcason open on September first and cloae April firet, rather than it 
now stands from September first to Jnnuary first, and the first two 
weeks of April. It is a well known tiict that under ordinary eircnm- 
stanoes car inland etreama and lakes are frozen up securely from the 
middle of December to the middle of February, frequently to the 
middle of March. During this time, there is no duck ehooting in 
this State becaoBe there are no ducks. The fall ahooting is limited 
indeed and I feel that in fairnesa to all our people, to those who are 
not able financially to follow these birds to their winter homes^ 
they should at least be given the month of March, in which to secure 
a part of what belongs to them. 

I am exceedingly sorry to be compelled to report that the alaughter 
of game of all kinds and the killing of our wild birds other tha% 
game birds by unnaturalized foreign bom residents is still carried 
on to a very great extent notwithstanding the fact that we have 
bad notices in Italian and Slavish, printed upon cloth, posted in very 
many parts of the State. These notices, call attention of all people 
of both nationatities to the law and to their liability under it. We 
have arrested and poniahed numbers of these people with appar- 
ently no effect whatever upon others of that class, excepting in the 
immediate camp, where the arrest was made. We have had fourteen 
ofScers shot at during the present year. We have had seven shot, 
three of whom were killed, and three very seriously wounded; and 
one other, a gentlemen of Lawrence county, while not serving under 
a commission of this Board, was killed for doing our work. This 
gentleman waa shot and mortally wounded within a few yards of 
the place where Mr. L. 8, Hook, one of our regular protectors wan 
killed early in the spring. All of this outrageous work, so far as we 
are able to determine has been done by unnaturalized foreigners, 
mostly Italians. We have up to this time been unable to arrest one 
individual accused of these wrongs. And I again re-iterate what I 
said in my report of last year, that it seems to me the only hope of 
correcting this condition will be to secure the passage of a law for- 
bidding this class of people to even have in possession fire arms, or 
weapons of any description, within the limits of the Commonwealth 
of Pennsylvania. I know of one railroad car used as a cabin by a 
lot of Italians within three miles of Harrisburg, that is said to con- 
tain nine guns, all of which are used at various times to kill our 
birds. We have apent much time and considerable money in an at- 
tempt to arrest and puniah theae people; but up to this time have 
failed. When we are there they are a*- work. When we are absent 
much ahotting is done. If I had the power to take theae guns, their 
power for evil would be removed. Let the State grant us this right. 
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and the qufslion of curn'rliii^ tlictic couditiuus will be ap to qb. 
Thf question of the lifjlit of tl»'nf people to CHiry arms is not one 
of game and bird pi-otei-tion only. Il in not one of safety to our 
oltlcere alone, but is one of protei-li'^n and justice to all our people. 
During the past year we have been compelled to defend ourselves 
upon numerous occasions, in one iustanee a foreigner, who was the 
aggressor being killed. Two of our officers were shot in the same 
melee. Both of these men are now lying in the Luzerne county jail, 
awaiting trial for murder, no that, taking all things into considera- 
tion, one would hardly coiiPider the position of a game protector in 
this State the most enviable one to b* secured. We are compelled 
to meet these men when they are carrying fire arms, when they know 
they are violating the law, and wb-n they know that if arrested, 
punishment is sure to follow. Many of them are criminals. If we 
meet violence with violence we are compelled to answer to the 
courts. There surely ought to be some remedy for this condition, 
some way, at least, of placing the officer entrusted with this work 
upon a safe working basis, and of paying him for services rendered. 
Under the limited appropriation at our command we are not in posi- 
tion to pay salaries, or even expc-iises, to more than -i^ight men. All 
others who hold commissions from Ihis Board, iu doing our work 
are compelled to face all kinds of dangers, and to run all kinds of 
risks without the promise or hope of fluaucial return in any way 
from this Board. A great majority are doing it simply, because of 
their love for this work, and their interest in game and wild bird 
protection. This, to me, does not seem right, if our game and 
wild birds are worth protection and this Commission is worth it, it 
should be giveu enough to do with. If these things are not worth 
protection, the game laws should b(^ stricken from the books. If 
the State feels that wild birds and game birds are worth saving, 
and it is too poor to contribute in dollars and cents in an amount 
that is necessary to conduct that work in a satisfactory manner, it 
should at least recognize, and enact into law some idea or plan en- 
dorsed by citizens of the State, who are interested, and who are 
ready to welcome methods that have already been adopted by other 
States and that seem to solve this question satisfactory. 

One of the methods which seems especially adapted to secure the 
chief end desired, that of suflflcieut revenue, is that the State should 
enact a law requiring every resident within tlie Sta(«^ to secure a 
lioenee before hunting for game, paying therefor the sum of one dol- 
lar, eighty-five cents of which shall belong to the <5ame Commission. 
The fund thus realized, it is claimed, would be ample in every way 
without appropriation from the State, to not only pay officers of the 
Game Commission for services rendered, and money expended, but 
to supply a fund adequate in every way to employ counsel badly 
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needed in maiiy instances, both in prosecution of offenders against 
the game laws and in defence of ofBcers charged with different 
offences in the enforcement of siicli laws. It would give money 
wherewith to help those of ouv forvc, who might be injured in the 
work of enforcing the law«. And w( uld place in the hands of the 
(iame Commission a considerable sum, through which game could be 
purchased and propagated for the benefit of tho' State. I am in- 
formed that the presentation of such a bill is contemplated by the 
Pennsylvania State Sportsmen's Association; thiit such a bill is in 
reality already drafted, and in fact backed by the inffuence of this 
organization and will be presented it the coming session of the Leg- 
islature. The chief purpofw; of this measure to raise revenue. A 
very great benefit will be derived through the additional protection 
that many of Its provisions will give in various ways, it is drafted 
and may be pushed for the sole purpose of securing money -where- 
with to defray the expenses of this Itoard. 

The proposed bill will say that no one under the age of fourteen 
years will be permitted to carry a gun, either iii the fields, in the 
forest or on the waters of this Sta::e. It will ■»ay. that all persons 
between the ages of fourteen and tweiity-one years, may hunt upon 
'iroperty, owned or controlled by themselves, or by the parent op 
parents of such person, and that all other persons boru in the United 
States, and resident of this State, shtU pay a fee of one dollar for 
the privilege of Ijunting, for what is classed as game within the 
limits of this Commonwealth, and that all persons between the ages 
of fourteen and twenty-one years shall secure a license before 
hunting on lands not owned or controlled, either by themselves or 
by the parent or parents of said person. It will not attempt in any 
Tvay to prevent any one from using a gun in defense of person or 
property. These gentlemen argue that the great majority of men 
who hunt are perfectly willing and ai>xious to pay this amount for 
this purpose, and that any man not able to pay to this extent should 
not waste his time in hunting; that the elimination of the small boy 
with the gun will save the lives of unnumbered birds other than 
game birds and animals, and will prevent much wrong that is con- 
slantty being done at the hands of this class; that a fund sufficiently 
hirge to conduct the work of the Game Commission will be secured 
and this Board be placed upon a much better basis than ever be- 
fore, being to meet the requirements and fill the duties of its crea- 
tion. They argue, that but one man in thirty in this State is a hun- 
ter, and that, while every man, woman and. child is benefited by the 
life work of birds, but one out of thirty is benefited by the hunting 
of game. They see no reason why twenty-nine men should he com- 
pelled to contribute toward the maintenance of game for the pleas- 
ure or benefit of one man, especially, when that one man is willing 
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and ready to foot the entire bill him»elf, and only asks that the Leg- 
islature should legalize the method through which this fund is to 
bo collected, defining the puriMses to which it shall be applied and 
to prescribe a system of accounting. They argue, that while, it to 
a certain extent may lt»e a hardship to compel a farmer to pay for the 
privilege of hunting on his own landb, they ask bim to rem«nber 
that he does not own the game, and to consider the many benefits 
that will come to him through the passage of such a law. In many 
of the western states, where this system of raising revenue has been 
adopted, the farmer, who at first opposed it, is now its chief cham- 
pion, his only complaint being that it is not stringent enough. The 
proposed bill will say, in addition to what has already been set 
forth, that no man shall hunt without first securiDg this license; 
that the license shall not he transferable, and shall contain a com- 
plete dt-Bcription of the person to whom it is issued. It will require 
that this license shall be exposed to view upon demand made by any 
officer of the State, or upon demand made by the owner or lessee of 
any lands within the State, upon which a person may be found hunt- 
ing, or upon demand of any employe of such land-owner or leasee. 
This, the sportsmen argue, puts the farmer in absolute control of the 
situation. If his lands are posted and men insist upon hunting 
thereon, be has simply to demand a view of his license to determine 
the name and residence of the man he is to prosecute. Where his 
liinds are not posted he is still in command of the situation, as it 
will prevent many worthless men from going bunting, men who care 
not whether game is killed or not, and who only use the hunter's coat 
and the hunter's name as a shield for wrongs of all hinds. The pos- 
sibilities of arrest will prevent many who hold a license from doing 
wrong. This license is in reality an insurance against outrages of 
all descriptions at the hands of men, who go out under the name of 
hunters; and all for the sum of one dollar per year. Surely, no 
man after a fair consideration of this proposition can object to it. 

I desire to say that the efforts of this office to extermine vermin 
of various kinds, through the use of strychnine, seems to have met 
with nothing but success. In every section where we have tried it 
systematically, the desired return is very much in evidence. In 
Luzerne county, the territory poisoned for eight or more successive 
years has made a wonderful return. The protector in charge of 
that work in that section writes me that birds, mffed grouse, were 
more plentiful than ever before, and that rahbiti^ were quite abun- 
dant. His last year's report shows that fully twelve thousand birds 
were killed on this same ground, a territory about twenty miles 
square, during the fall of 1905. He vrites, "This is not an estimate, 
but is the result of actual count, and I have it 'n my power to give 
you the names of the different men who killed these birds with the 
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namber taken by each." I have been bunting on a certain territory 
for years and I feel that I am within bounds, when I Bay that I saw 
fally two hundred birds on that territory duriag the fall of 1903, 
with abnudant rabbit signs. During the fall of 1004 1 saw but seven 
birds by actual count, and the trackb of two rabbits. I did see 
tbe tracks and signs of scores of foxes, wildcats tind skunks, as well 
as other, vermin. I poisoned the ground myself in the fall after 
the close of the game season and had it poisoned again the follow- 
ing spring. Last year I could have killed the limit, Ave grouse in 
two or three hours of any day, and that too without a dog. I saw 
within -a radious of not more than two miles of my camp nine differ- 
ent bunches, containing in the aggregate fully one hundred birds, 
and was told of many other such covies in thiit neighborhood. I 
saw evidence of not more than a dozen foxes, tbe track of one wild- 
cat, and not the sign of a skunk. I covered this territory last fall 
«nd had it covered again about the last week in February, with tbe 
result that ruffed grouse are reported everywhere in that section, 
in numbers several times in excess of what has been heard of for 
many years and that rabbits are plentiful. Jnst as it is in these 
two sections cited, so it is all over the State whore poison has been 
used systematically. The question of placing fHjison has been con- 
sidered in very many phases. Experiments of vflrious descriptions 
have been tried, some upon chickens, some with ducks, some upon 
turkeys, some upon quail and upon different kinds of wild birds other 
than game birds. One gentleman told me of feeding nux vomica 
to a chicken, a common hen, in quantities sufficient to have produced 
fully fifteen grains of strychnine with no injurious result to tbe 
hen. The gentleman saying, the only visible effect so far as he could 
see, was that the ben appeared to have lost confidence in him. Six 
quail were repeatedly given excessive doses of strychnine, enough 
at each time and to each bird to have caused tbe death of several 
men. The birds seemed to have been wholly unaffected by the 
poison. One of these birds was afterwards killed by having forced 
into its craw two or three times the quantity administered in the 
first instance. Turkeys withstood excessive doses of this poison, 
while a duck quickly succumbed, after swollowing a small quantity. 
Crows and blackbirds were easily killed by the administration of 
small doses. I learned from a reliable source that residents of cer- 
tain counties had for long periods been in the babit of mixing nux 
vomica with the food given their chickens at certain times — the pur- 
pose being to kill hawks — and that while the poison did not appear 
iu any way to affect the chicken, it was sure to kill any hawk that 
might, within the limits of several hours or days, partake of a 
chicken thus treated. While none of these experiments have been 
carried to an absolute conclusion, they did determine beTOijd 
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question, that a fixed quantity of strychnine would not afFect all 
animalB and birds in the same way. That many birds appear to be 
absolutely immune to its ('iTcrts; that they are wholly unaffected 
by a dose in quantity Buffirj^nt to kill several men; and that many 
four-footed animals are (sa^iy killed through the use of this agent. 
While our protectors found-t-Ue dead bodies of many animals killed 
by this poison, they hare not yet discovered the body of one single 
dead bird, either game or otherwise, apparently determining be- 
yond question, that strychnijie: is the solution of the vermin problem, 
and that when administered as directed by this office in a special 
vehicle, such as the dead body of a sjiarrow, or i piece of fish, both 
of which decompose quickly and disappear, placed in a special 
locality, namely, on the wild lands of the State; and at a special 
time, namely, late in the fall, after the close uf the game season, 
and again early in the spring, nothing but good and benefit to the 
State can result. 

I take pleasure in reporting that the interest of the people of 
the State, hunters, non-huntcrB, ladies as well as gentlemen, in the 
work of game and wild bird protection, seems to be increasing and 
is most noticeable, I take pleasure in reportin-; that many dabs 
liiive been organized for this purpose during thi^ last year. Qnite 
a number of prominent people in this State are taking an interest 
in this work, some of them even being commissioned and acting as 
special Deputy Game Protectors. We have at this time eight game 
protectors, fifty-four I>eputy Game rrotcctors, iind about one-hun- 
dred and sixty Special Deputy Game Protectors. Several of the 
latter were appointed in different parts of the State upon the recom- 
mendation of game protective organizations, which have vouched 
for tlie fitness and integrity of each appointee so endorsed. All of 
these men are under bond and have taken the oath of office required 
by the law authorizing their appointment. I believe a great major- 
ity of these men to be honest and energetic, earnestly laboring for 
the cause of game and wild bird protection. I b(?Iieve that they 
have done very much good outside of their return in dollars and 
cents to this office, and during the coming year the benefits of tlieir 
work already done and that is to be done will be very noticeable. 
Reports from our officers and personal contact with many individuals 
in different parts of the State satisfy me that the laws kuown as the 
tame laws are popular, and that the Game Coramiasion has not only 
the sympathy and good will of the great majority of our people, but 
that we have the respect and fear of many men, who, heretofore, 
have appeared to be entirely regardless of the law and its conse- 
quences. I reiterate what I have said in several of my reports 
heretofore, that I do not know of one single instance where an offi- 
cer, connected with this Commission, either led an innocent person 
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into temptatioD for the purpose of collecNag penalties, or of mak- 
ing a prosecution for any reason excepting a wilfoll and deliberate 
viotation of the game laws, I have not had any occasion to repri- 
mand a single oificer for this kind of work; but was compelled to pro- 
secute to conviction one of our men for deliberate and wilfuU mis- 
statement made in his reports, through which mooej was secured 
from the Commission to which he was not entith'd. This man was 
convicted and served six months in the Dauphin county jail. I also 
r( called the commission of two men for drnnkenuess. 

I take pleasure in saying that the practise of hunting on Buuday, 
which, hut a year ago, seemed to be very popular in certain sec- 
tipns of the State, and was persisted in, has been to a very great 
extent abandoned, excepting in the neighborhood of where the for- 
^.-igners are found in considerable numbers. The great majority of 
violations of this particular provision of the law appears to be done 
by men of this class. 

Communications hy mail to this office during the past year have 
very largely increased. Many of the complaints that come to us in 
that way, prove upon investigation to be without foundation in facts. 
Many that are correct in every way are so covered by the parties 
committing the ofEences, or by those knowing the facts, that we 
find it impossible to secure convictions. Still, the effect is good, 
for it shows that very many people are interested in the succesa 
of our work, and the parties reported, sooner or later, understand 
that we are after them, and hesitate to renew the offence. I feel 
»>atisfied that the financial return, as shown by our balance sheet, 
does not by any means cover the entire benefits secured. I will not 
ntt^npt to state specifically the causes for which we have brought 
suit, nor to name the persona proseculed for violations of the game 
laws during the past year, but do call your attention to the amount 
of penalties secured of a proof of what has been done. I would also 
slate that in many cases, where convictions are secured, the defen- 
dants, instead of paying the penalties prescribed by law, in cash, 
selectad to serve one day in jail for each dollar imposed and un- 
paid. 

The work in the office as well ^i* in the field is running along 
smoothly. Our books are up to date. They show our work in all 
respects and are open to inspection by any person who may desire 
to scan them. I am proud to be able to look each member of the 
Game Commission, or any other person in the eye, and to say with- 
out the fear of successful contradiction, that we have tried in all 
ways to be fair and just to all men; that we have tried to interpret 
the law fairly, and according to wh;it we consider its spirit rather 
than its literal wording; that we have allowed no oBBcer to nse his 



poaitioa to persecute rather than to proaecnte, or to wrong anjoae, 
and have ghowD no partiality to any living pereon for any reason. 

I re^>ectfully recommend the following: 

1. That a bill be presented absolutely prohibiting unnaturalized 
foreign born reudeute to be poBsessed of fire ai'iiiB of any descrip- 
tion in any place, or for any purpose, within the limits of this Com- 
monwealth, and that heavy penalti<.-H be imposed u[>on dealers who 
may Bell either fire arms or animumtion to people of this class 
within the limits of this Com ihob wealth. 

2. That the law regulating the killing of wild water fowl be 
amended, so that it will be fair and just, and a beneflt to the people 
of oar own State. 

3. That existing provisions, which at this time impose a penalty 
of fifty dollars on a person who may kill a rabbit in any way except- 
ing through the use of a gun, be repealed. 

4. That the section which imposes a like penalty on an individi'' 
who may destroy the nest of a bird other than a game bird, be altered 
and amended in such a way, as to make the penalties imposed for 
the violation of this provision reasonable, and in accord with penal- 
ties imposed for like offences by othei- provisionB of this law. For 
instance, if a man kill a rabbit out of season with a gun, the penalty 
is ten dollars. ^ he digt a rahbit out of a stone pile, or caUshet it in 
a trap or hollow hg, even in season, the penalty is fifty dollars. He 
may kill a wild bird other than a game bird in defence of his frait 
or berries or other property. If he thus kills both of the parent 
birds, the young will surely die. If he kill a wild bird other than 
a game bird for any purpose other than a protection to his property, 
he is liable to a penaJty of ten dollars. If he defrays or interferes 
teith the nent of a wUd bird other than a game bird, even though 
there is but one egg in thai nest, or nons at all, he is liable to a 
penaltj/ of fifty dollars. This, it seems to me is most unreasonable, 
and ivas never intended by those, who enacted these measures into 
law. 

Experience teaches me that the grtat majority of our people are 
honest and are willing to abide by and obey laws that are reasona- 
ble and just; but they resent any attempt to do them an injustice, 
and vigorously oppose, not only the provisions that permit or make 
persecution possible, but also the entire system to which such pro- 
visions may be attached. The great majority of the provisions of 
CUE game laws appear to be reasonable and fair, and seem to bare 
the approval and support of the majority of our people. These 
measures above referred to are so palimbly out of proportion to 
other provJwopB, find so excessive as to reflect upon the entire bj 
tern. 3 
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I have, because of the character of my work, been so situated, as 
to have my attentioa frequently calU-il to the work done by the De- 
partment of Forestry and those in its employ, and I deBire from 
the standpoint of a Game Protector to commend the work done dur- 
ing the past year, especially in the matter of the prevention and ex- 
tinguisbment of forest fires. 

I desire also to express my hearty approval of the action of those 
in authority creating the State Constabulary, and to thank them for 
the great help thus extended to the cause of j^ame and wild bird 
protection in Pennsylvania. 1 cannjt refrain from commending the 
judgment and foresight of the leader in this movement, and only re- 
gret that the force thus created was not at the veiy least made dou- 
ble what it is. I can see great possibilities to our work through the 
help of the State Constabulary. 

I herewith submit a statement of our financial accounts, separ- 
ately — the general from the special, 30 that you will have no trouble 
in understanding at a glance just how things stand. 
Respectfully yours, 

JOSEPH KALBFU8, 
Secretary of the O.ime Commission. 



STATEMENT OF ACCOUKTS FKOy NOVEMPEB 1, 1905, TO 
■ NOVEMBER 1, 1906. 



For the moDth of November: 

Balance on hand Nov. 1, 1905, J.>0& 73 

To penalties, collected, 606 00 

To general appropriation, - . 2,500 00 

Total receipts, t3,614 73 

By warden services and expenses, f 940 16 

By one-half penalties returned, 265 00 

By office expenses, 177 04 

By attorney fees, 200 00 

1,582 20 

Balance m hajid pec. 1, 1005, , 12,(132 53 

- - . "^^""^ 
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Quarter beginning December 1, 1905: 

Balance on Iiand, t'2,(iS2 63 

To penaltiefl collected 1,195 25 

To certificates 10 00 

To coBts paid out and returned 13 ^0 

To P. R. B. mileage book return 10 00 

To general appropriation, '2',(){i 0(» 

Total, »r..76l 08 



By warden Bcrvioes and expenses, J:i,r57 5S 

by one-half penalties returned, .IT" 50 

By otHce expenses, 113 14 

By attorney fees, L'GO 00 

By Dr. K. trip to N. C. for quail, 50 00 

4,558 22 

Balance on hand March 1, ISOti, f 1,2)>2 8fi 



Qoarter beginning March 1. 1900: 

Balance on hand, f l,-'(!2 86 

To penalties, 774 00 

To certificates, 30 00 

To costs returned, , 60 00 

To P. R. B. mileage book return, 40 0<1 

To sale of quail at cost priee, 148 50 

To general appropriation, 2,.'»00 00 

To appropriation, restocking account, , . , 3,000 00 

Total, 17,655 i 



By wardens services and expenses J2,4(i7 50 

By one-half penalties returned, 240 00 

By ofHce expenses, game laws, elc, 436 77 

By attorney fees, 126 14 

By purchasing, shipping qnail, 2.5.16 54 



5,815 95 



Balance on hand June 1, 1906 |1,839 41 

.sic 
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Quarter beginoiDg June 1, 1906: 

Balance on hand, ' f 1,839 il 

To penalties, 565 85 

To certificates, 40 00 

To coats returned, 59 68 

To P. R. R. mileage book return, 50 00 

To general appropriation, 2,500 00 

Total, 15,054 94 

By warden servirea and expenses, f 1,252 65 

By one-half of penalties returned, ....... 183 35 

By attorney fees, 253 00 

By office expenses 27 98 

By Honk case, 804 59 

By restocking account, 324 86 

3,846 43 



Balance on hand, September 1, 1!)06 |1,208 51 



Quarter beginning September 1, 1906, to No- 
vember 1, 1906. 

Balance on hand, f 1,208 51 

To penalties, 1,340 00 

To certificates, 10 00 

To game laws, -. 5 00 

To licenses, etc. with State Treaa., 1,^55 09 

To appropriation, restocking account, . . 3,000 00 

Total, $7,418 60 

By warden services and exp^ises, f 1,680 42 

By one-half of penalties returned, 465 00 

, By attorney fees, 107 70 

- By Houk case, 682 04 

By office expenses, 110 00 

By restocking account, 347 90 

3,393 06 

Total balance on hand November 1, l!>Or,, »4,125 54 



Of this amouut the re8t<n'kiBg aocoant stands 
as follows: 

To appropriation, |6,000 00 

To Bale of qoail at coat price, 148 60 



f6,148 60 



By trip to N. C. by Dr. Kalbfus to » 

qnail f50 00 

By H. M. Long & Sods, quail, 2,046 31 

To telegrams, 23 99 

To ezpresB Id shipping, 67 53 

By labor, repacking, etc., 60 00 . 

To preserves, surveying, wire, etc., 522 10 

3,359 93 

Balance on hand Nov. 1, f2,788 57 

This leaves a balance of the general fund on hand on 
November 1, 1906, fl,366 97 
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To His Eioeilency, Edwin 8. Stuart, QoTernor of Pennsjlvania: 

Sir: In compliance with the law of this State, we hereby respect- 
fallf aabmit to you our report of the work done through and under 
onr direction daring the year intervening between December first, 
1906, >and December first, 1907; and that you may more thoroughly 
understand the aituation attach hereto and make a part of this 
paper the Report of our Secretary to us for the same period. 

From what we have been able to gather from personal obserra- 
tiouB and from written reports, we feel satisfied that song and in- 
sectivoroHs birds are rapidly increasing in the State, chiefly becanse 
the people are beginning to realize the value of the life work of 
each one of these birds, and are making their infiuence felt in every 
community. Game birds have not been as plentiful daring the last 
season as heretofore, notwithstanding the promiBed increase because 
of the many birds left over the year before. We find the same condi- 
tioa existing throughout the entire United States' and even in 
Canada, where ruffed- grouse are found; and are unable to arrive at 
any definite solution of the problem or to give any conclnsive rea- 
son for existing conditiong. Quail and wild-turkey appear to have 
suffered throughout the northern states, where they are located, in 
the same manner. From the evidence at our command we are led 
to believe that a great proportion, at least, of the trouble was caused 
by the unseasonable weather; and that altogether it was caused by 
something over which we had no control. We find that a fair nam- 
ber of our native game birds, wild-turkey, ruffed grouse and quail, 
are still found in this State, and hope for better returns next year. 
We reiterate the assertion repeatedly made in our reports, that 
the presence of many nnnaturalized foreign born residents within 
onr borders, and their disposition to use guns, legally and illegally, 
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is a coDBtaat and exceedingly grave menace to the wild life of our 
State and to the peace of every community wherein these people are 
fonad. From the evidence brought to ns through our efforts to no- 
ravel the mietery surrounding the murder of some of our ofBcers and 
to punish those implicated, we are satisfied that many of the 
foreigners who come into this State, and especially the Italian, were 
criminals in their own country and have brought with them into this 
country the same disposition to violate the law, tbey possessed in 
their own land; and that they are cemented and protected by the 
same organization that in their own land assisted and shielded them 
in their defiance of the law. We believe that this is a growing and 
increasing evil in this State. We believe that the bill introduced 
in the session of the Legislature at our instance, to take away from 
this class of people the right to carry arms publicly in this State, 
was a step in the right direction, and deeply regret its defeat. 

We are informed that there is in certain sections of the State con- 
siderable dissatisfaction regarding the early opening of the game 
season as fixed by late laws; that when our next Legislature pon- 
venes there will possibly be an effort made to secure a uniform game 
season in Pennsylvania, making the season for all game open upon 
the same day and close upon the same day. This, in our opinion, 
would be a move in the Hght direction, if it can be accomplished, and 
if it could be arranged to the satisfaction of the several interested 
sections of the State. Anything that may be done in this direction 
will receive the support of the Game Commission, excepting an 
effort to extend the open season into that time, when snow covers 
the ground, during which time we feel that all birds and animals 
should be given peace and rest, rather than to be persecuted or 
driven from point to point. As a Commission we have no fault to 
find at this time with the law, and will refrain fnun making 4Uiy 
recommendations we may have upon the subject of additional law 
until our next report. 

Bcspectfully yours, 

JAMES H. WORDEN, 

President. 
W. HEYWOOD MYEBS, 
C. K. SOBER, 
JNO. M. PHILLIPS, 
C. B. PENROSE, 
FRANK G. HARRIS. 
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Harrisburg, Pa., January 2, 1908. 
To the llonorable, Board of Game CommUBioaera of Pennsy Ivania : 
UcDtlemen: I herewith submit my report to you, of the work done 
personally, and by those under .my direction, during the time inter- 
vening between December first, 1906, and December first, 1907. This 
report considers only the work done by this Commission through its 
officers. 

WILD BIRDS OTHER THAN GAME BIRDS. 

I am satisfied that all wild birds other than game birds have been 
very materially increased during the past year and that we had 
many more Summer birds in Pennsylvania during the past season, 
than for many years. The shooting of this class of birds by ^mall 
boys, and their persecution through the robbing of nests by the same 
class, has, to a very great extent, been done away with. Not only 
because the small boy fears the punishment that very frequently fol- 
lows depredations of this character, but becanse he has learned and 
Is learning the worth of birds, and derives a pleasure through the 
protection, and care, and study of birds, that far exceeds the plea- 
sure he derives through their destruction. Many of our people other 
than the small boy are taking an interest in this subject, that in 
my flipinion portends much good to oDr birds. 

GAME BIBDS. 

Of our game birds my report will not be found so flattering. While 
we have in this State a fair number of non-migratory game birds, 
sQch as the ruffed grome, the quail and the wfld turkey, and eaod^- 
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with good conditions sarronuding breeding next year to make tliese 
birds fairly plentiful. We have not had anything like the number 
of birds of these kinds, that i hoped we would have, basing my hopes 
and calculations on the large number of birds left over at the close 
of la«t seaeon, which I believe was in namber in the neighborhood 
of the very best showing this State could have made at the beginning 
of any season for many years prior to that time. The same condi- 
tions appear to have existed throughout the greater part of the 
United States, and the same scarcity seems to be reported from the 
different sections this Fall. Numerous reasons have been advanced 
in explanation of these existing conditions. Hawks, owls, foxes, 
wild-cats, house-cats, cholera, lice, woodticks, cold wet weather dur- 
ing the Spring months, with unheard of and unknown diseases which 
killed our birds on the nests and turned the albumen of the eggs 
into water, have been advanced, I have, through the officers of this 
Commission and friends of game and wildhird protection, located in 
almost every section of the Htate, as well as by personal efforts, at- 
tempted to collect data that would justify a rational opinion upon 
this subject and am satisfied fram the evidence at my command that 
the greater part of the trouble arose from the cold wet weather 
experienced daring the months when ail of these birds should have 
been laying and hatching, and its continuance through the few weeks 
following the turning out of young birds, is more responsible than 
any other cause for this condition. 

Id some sections of the State ruffed grouse were foand in coveys 
fairly numerous. While in other sections, there were no young birds 
at all. The latter condition apparently covering a greater part of 
the State. In my travels through the woods this Fall I came across 
a fair number of old grouse. I found them on the broad flat tops of 
the mountains and on the rough hill sides, and not in the deep valleys 
and along the waterways where they have usually been found at that 
time of the year. I found food, such as acorns, winter-green berries, 
huckle-berries and wild grapes on the ground in unprecedented 
quantities. I found the plume of the shumac full and plenty, with 
birch shoots and sprouts everywhere, I, of course, recognize the 
fact that there are less old birds now, than there was at this time 
last year, because of the slaughter made by foxes, and wild-cats, and 
house-cats, and vermin generally, as well as by unlawful killing by 
hunters. 

Still I feel that there is a goodly supply of old birds left, that will 
surely replenish depleted covers within a year or so, if the battle 
against vermin and wasteful hunting is continued systematically. 
The killing of game by hunters through the use of machine gans or 
fn excessive numbers, is bad enough, but is nothing when compared 
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with the endlesB slanglitep, day and night, week in and week out, 
during the entire year, by predatory birds and beasts. What I have 
said of the ruffed grouse will also apply to the wild-turkey. 

BOUNTY LAW. 

In my opinion the appropriation made by the last seaeion of the 
Legislature for the payment of bounties upon certain animals is 
money well applied. The only trouble being, as I see it, that the 
appropriation is not sufBoient to meet demands, and that the list of 
animals as named in the act is not comprehensive enough. If it 
is just to place a bounty on the fox this list should 
have added to it at least the house-cat, than which there is no greater 
destroyer of bird life in the world; and the two birds know as the 
great horned owl and the goshawk, the distinguishable features of 
which are so evident that it is absolutely impossible to mistake 
either of them for any other birds. 

QUAIL. 
What I have said about the grouse and the wild-turkey applies to 
our quail, so far as it goes, but docs not entirely cover his conditions 
and needs. While the turkey and the grouse may be able to battle 
successfully with the snows and storms and to subsist fairly well 
from food gathering in the tree tops, the quail is not able to do this 
and is doomed to collect his food upon the ground or to die. A battle 
for a month or six weeks in the snow cannot fail to reduce the weight 
of this little bird fully one-third. Follow this with a day or so of 
cold rain, follow this again with a freeze, and one sees the end of 
Bobwhite. Wot and bedraggled, with no food'in his stomach, he is 
quickly chilled to the bone and the end of his journey reached. There 
seems to me to be no alternative. Recognizing this condition and 
the very great value of the quail to every community and to every 
individual in this Commonwealth, to the sportsmen through the 
benefit of recreation, and to every other person through the value 
of its life work, I have made a special effort in behalf of the quail; 
and have sent out to every person to whom we sent the pamphlet 
containing the game, fish and forestry laws a circular letter entitled . 
"8a%-e Our Birds," a copy of which is herewith attached. We have 
also mailed this circular to many of the newspapers in the State; 
secured the promise of Prof. Surface, the State Economic Zoologist, 
to mention the subject in his monthly bulletin, and also the promise 
of the Deputy Secretary of Agriculture to bring this subject before 
the different Institutes that may be held throughout the State this 
Fall. We are certainly doing much for the protection and preserva- 
tion of quail at this time, more than was ever attempted before in 
this State and hope for good results. We have, this Fall, many more 
quail than last year at the same time. 



MIGRATORY BIRDS. 

Migratorj' birdu, gucb as tbe woodcock and anipe of various kinds, 
bave not appeared to be as plentiful during the last spring and last 
fall as in former yeare. In my opinion tbey are rapidly passiDg, as 
did the wild pigeon to absolute extinction. Harraased and porsned, 
driven from -post to pillar, from August to May, from Maine and the 
Provinces to Florida and even into gouth America, there is no alter- 
native, unless the National Government extends the protection of 
its strong arm to this bird, and to ducks and geese as well, and to 
all other migratory birdf, through tbe enactment of stnngent Na- 
tional laws and the education of the people along correct lines. 

RABBITS AND BQUIHRELS. 

Rabbits and squirrels appear to have been found in about the 
usual numbers, plentiful in some sections, while the; were scarce in 
others. In some aectiomt of the State there has been quite a protest 
raised over the opening of the rabbit season on the fifteenth day of 
October, or fifteen days earlier than it was opened prior to last year. 
A peculiar feature of this situation is that these protests come from 
highly cultivated districts of the State, rather than the wild dis- 
tricts and from those sections of the State where the farmer deeires 
to liill rabbits at all tim^s in protection or defence of his prop- 
erty. Tbe two positions seem to be slightly inconsistent. What the 
result will be 1 cannot say. 

DEER AND BEAR. 

Deer and bear are increasing rapidly. When the bill propo^g to 
limit the killing of deer to, a male deer with horns and which after- 
^ wards became law, was first introduced, I was opposed to the mea- 
sure, as I was during the year 1904, at which time in my report to 
you, I stated my reasons for opposing a bill of this kind. I tboaght 
that if a measure of this kind became law, it wonld be very apt to 
result in trouble to many men who otherwise intended to be honest. 
That because of tbe very thick under-brush found in tbe deer terri- 
tory, the high bracken and rough country, it would be almost im- 
possible to determine the sex of a deer until the deer had been killed. 
I preferred the making of an absolute closed season for deer, if 
protection to that extent was found to be necessary, and I at once 
began a canvass of the Senate and House of Representatives Tela- 
tive to these matters. I also consulted many sportsmen and other 
men, who were in the haliit of going into the woods during the deer 
season, regarding their thought upon the snbject, and found that 
almost without exception, the bird hunters, tbe rabbit hunters, the 
lumbermen, the landowners, and the people generally who deaired 



to go Into the woods during the last two weeks in November, includ- 
ing man; deer hunters, favored the imseage of this meaBure. The; 
argned that they, as citizens of this Commonwealth, bad j^ast as 
much right to be in the woods at that time, as had the deer hunter, 
and that under the then existing law there was not one moment 
of all tliat time when the life of any one of them was safe. They 
claimed that they, as human beings, were just as much entitled to pro- 
tection as were deer. I found from statistics gathered by the Biolo- 
gical Survey at Washington, that forty-eigbt men had been killed 
and one hundred and four wounded within the United States by 
deer hunters during the open season of 1906. I, therefore, refrained 
from opposing this bill before the Legislature and urged the Gover- 
nor to sign it, when it came before him. I am now satisfied this is 
one of the best jneasures ever placed upon the books of Pennsylvania, 
and consider that we have very many more honest hunters in Penn- 
sylvania than those who are interested in the slaughter of deer 
would have us believe. I feel certain that no more deer have lost 
their lives in violation of law since the passage of this act, than 
would have been killed illegally during the same period had there 
been an absolute close season. Some does have been killed, but 
nothing like the number I anticipated. I am confident the great 
majority of hunters respect this law. I know from personal ex- 
perience and from conversation with deer hnnters in different parts 
of the State, that the lives of numbers of bucks were spared through 
the inability of the hunter to see the horns in time, and that hun- 
dreds of does were spared. It is, of course, a new idea and very 
trying to deer hunters in this State to hold their fire, when a fine doe 
or a deer of any description stands in front of them. Yet this was 
almost Invariably done, and the deer hunters of this State are en- 
titled to credit for so doing. Some few violated the law, some by 
mistake, some deliberately. Some have already been punished, and 
more will be made to pay the penalty before the coming of next 
season. From data collected I am satisfied that the namber of 
bocks killed this year did not exceed one-fourth of the number of 
deer killed during the Fall of 1906; and would not exceed two-thirds 
of the number of bucks killed during that season. I met many 
hnnters who had seen does and young deer this year, but who failed 
to see a buck with horns. I saw several who saw bucks, but who fail- 
ed to shoot because the deer had disappeared about the time they 
decided to a certainty upon the sex of the deer. The great majority 
of deer hunters I have met this Fall, both during the season and 
since that time, although frequently disappointed in not securing a 
deer, expressed themselves as satisfied with the law. The feeling of 
personal security surrounding each one apparently far outweighed 
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&bj pieaaare the; migbt have derived through the killing of a deer, 
or any namher of deer, I, of course, met some hunters who were 
violently opposed to this measure, and I noticed that almost with- 
out exception the opponents of this law were men whose sole desire 
was to kill no matter what the result might be to othere. Some of 
them actually giving expression to this sentiment. The number of 
deer killed in this Commonwealth during 1906 was in the neighbor- 
hood of 800. Of this number perhaps 350 were bucks, and the re- 
mainder, 450, were does. From positive reports received from sev- 
eral counties, I estimate that not more than 200 bucks were killed 
this year throughout the entire State, and believe I am within 
bounds when I say, that not more than 30 does will be found to 
have lost their lives. I am in receipt of many letters and statements 
indicating the number of does killed at far above that figure, but 
have been unable to establish the actual killing of but nine does. If 
these figures be correct and the same ratio of killing was followed as 
was last year, we have spared to us 150 bucks and about 420 does, 
or 570 deer in all. The majority of does give birth to two fawns, so 
that I think an estimate of one and one-half fawns to a doe for next 
year would be fair and reasonable. Six hundred and thirty fawns 
added to 420 does aud 150 bucks will give us 1,200 deer to start with 
next Fall, that we would not have had under the old law. This 
seems to be a good showing and one that would justify a continu- 
ance of this law, were its sole and only object to preserve and in- 
crease our deer; but as the chief purpose of this act was the pre- 
servation of human life and limb this addition to deer life in the 
State is only incidental. 

/ take pleasure in reporting to you, thai I haoe not, up to this 
time, heard of the kiUmg or wounding hy deer hunters either aeei- 
denU^iy or otheneite, of one single indvuidual in Pennsyhtania dur- 
ing the past season. I have heard that in two of our northern cen- 
tral states, Michigan and Minnesota, I think, something like 30 men 
were killed and more than that number wounded during the same 
period by deer hunters. This comparison speaks for itself. What 
the total number of killed or injured in the United States from 
this cause will aggregate remains to be demonstrated. 

I understand that nearly, if not quite as many bear as deer were 
killed in the State this fall and also that there is considerable feel- 
ing in some sections of the State regarding the law giving protection 
to bear. I find first among these objectors the ,man who desires to 
kill everything regardless of consequences. Next appears to come 
the timid man who believes the fake stories he reads in the news- 
papers. Next comes the man, whom I think does not understand his 
subject and who believes the black bear of Pennsylvania to be a fero- 
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ciouB and most destructive animal, i/ly own experience and what I 
hare been able to gather from man; banters lead me to believe that 
this is not the case. The weight of the combined evidence at m; 
hands causes me to consider the bear more timid and sh;, than even 
a deer and satires me that upon the approach of human beings it 
will run more quickly and much further than will a deer or any 
other wild animal found in our forests. I have yet to meet one in- 
dividual who would testify under oath that he knew of a single 
instance in which a black bear had, in this Commnwealth, without 
provocation attacked or injured human beings. There, of course, are 
instances where they have been compelled to put up battle for their 
lives or liberty. An old hen, or a mother grouse, or any little wild 
bird will defend its young. A rabbit will sometimes bite the band 
that it taking it from a box trap. Some bear may kill sheep or pigs. 
They may destroy some growing crops, but in my opinion the cases 
are so isolated as to amount to nothing. Some dogs will also kill 
sheep, and I firmly believe that dogs are really to blame for nine- 
tenths of the wrongs that are now charged to the bear. 

8ome years ago I bad occasion to collect data relative to the value 
of sheep killed by dogs in this State. The aggregate from fifty- 
seven counties in the State, as I remember it, footing up to some- 
thing like {65,000 for one year, and in the neighborhood of f6d,000 
in another year. There were but few bears in the State at that 
time and no claim had been made in any instance that bears were to 
blame. Some of these same counties are now charging the killing 
of their sheep almost exclusively to the bear. From some of these 
counties at that time I received word that sheep could not be rais- 
ed, owing to the depredations of dogs. From one I received word 
that their dog tax did not begin to meet the claim made for sheep 
killed by dogs. No one seemed to blame all dogs for the wrongs 
done by one dog, or to consider the extermination of the entire 
family of dogs necessary. The sport and recreation derived from 
hunting bear far exceeds that of hunting deer and the value of the 
bear, when taken far exceeds the value of the deer. 

We have had two or three prosecutions in this State daring the 
last year, since the passage of the law, for the killing of bear con- 
trary to the provisions, wherein the defence of person or prop- 
erty was plead in justification. In one case the defendant swore he 
was out fox hunting and the bear, without provocation, attacked 
him, compelling him to shoot in self-defence. The jury acquitted. 
Since the trial I a,ra in receipt of several letters upon this subject. 
One man writes, "I can produce several witnesses who say the sons 
of this man scared the t>ear from its bed, that they followed on its 
tracks for some little while and then returned to their home where 
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the; told their father of what the; had seen. The father refased to 
believe the story until he was shown the tracks. A piece of lead water 
pipe wa« then cut into pieces and the gun loaded for bear, "nie 
animal was followed for about eigbt hours, when a shot was secared 
at about seventy-five yards and the bear seriously injured. Night 
overtaking them, the party returned home, taking up the trial again 
in the morning and following the same for about five additional 
hours. When the poor exhausted animal waa found behind a log 
almost unable to rise and was killed in self-defence." 

Another, where a man saw a bear in the woods, sent home for his 
gon, which waa brought to him after some considerable time and the 
bear killed. When arrested he defended upon the ground that a 
bear had killed some of his sheep at eometime and at some place in 
that country and although there was no connection of the killing 
of the sheep with the bear in question, he claimed the right to kill 
simply because it waa a bear. Tbe justice in this case convicted the 
defendant and the matter is now -before the court for adjudication. 
People have been known to attempt to excuse the killing of chimney 
swallows and bats, because they were supposed to breed and carry 
lice and bedbugs. One man near Harrisburg, last spring, killed a 
dozen or more robins, because he thought the bicda were pulling op 
his cabbage plants. An examination showed the presence of wire 
worms around each plant in numbers ranging from 15 to 45 by actual 
count. These worms had destroyed whole rows of plants and whole 
sections of the patch, according to the character of the ground. Tbe 
robins were simply casting aside the cut off plants and attempting 
to reach the wire worms. Yet the Grand JU17 of Dauphin county 
ignored the bill and set this man free. 

THE AUTOMATIC GUK. 

The new act forbidding the use of the automatic gnu for the pur- 
pose of killing game in this Commonwealth seems to be a law la the 
right place and is a very necessary and beneficial measure. It takes 
the power to kill out of the hands of many people, who are controll- 
ed only by their ability to slaughter. Tbe claim that the daily or 
weekly bag limit is all that is necessary to secure good results, I 
know and you know to be a farce. In many instances a measure ex- 
tremely hard to enforce and one little respected by many hunters. 
The chief opponent to this bill is the man who has gnns of this char- 
acter to sell and who wants all the profit that can be secured re- 
gardless of consequences in the future. There are men in every com- 
munity, who claim to be gentlemen and sportsmen, who even under 
present conditions kill everything possible, so long as they see 
avenues of escape from punishment to them as individuals. The re- 
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snlt of their work in the exterjnination of game or of injnry to com- 
ing generatioDg receives no coneideration at their hands. For in- 
Btance 1 have had reported to me this fall that one man In the 
neighborhood of Harriabnrg had boaeted that he had wiped oat an 
entire covey of quail, killing the last bird. This covey was the pro- 
geny of the qaail imported by the Game Commission at the expense 
of the State from Alabama; and demonstrates what such men will 
do when they have the power to do it. 

GAME PRESEBVEB. 
The three game preserves that have been created under the pro- 
visions of the act of 1905, appears to be serving the purpose iu 
tended, that of providing a haven of refuge, into which game and 
birds of all kinds protected by the laws of this Comjoonwealth can 
retreat and can And peace and rest at all times. We have earefolly 
guarded these retreats during the past season and I am pleased to 
say, that I know of no violation of the law relative to theee inclo- 
sares. Many men who had first opposed the setting apart of these 
sections under the .impression that tbey would be used as private 
hunting grounds for politicians and their friends are now satisfied 
that the provision forbidding any and all men to hunt thereon 
means just what it aays and that the Game Coimmission will surely 
see to it, that all otFendera, no matter who they may t>e shall beprose- 
cnted. In my opinion there is no better way of increasing the game 
conditions in the State than by this method, and I think the num- 
ber of preserves in the Commonwealth should be Increased aa 
rapidly as possible. I am satisfied much better results can be se- 
cured through the restocking of areas, such as are now authorized 
and where absolate protection is given throughout the entire year, 
than can be secured through breeding parks or preserves, in which 
game of various kinds might be raised in captivity for later distribu- 
tion, or through the purchase of game from the outside, or in any 
other way. I am satisfied that game of almost every variety vrill 
breed to better advantage in a wild state than in captivity, and that 
if it is protected from vermin through the method recommended in 
the circular "Save Our Birde" before referred to and from man 
throngfa a eonacientious enforcement of the law, a reasonable in- 
crease is sure to follow. Inclement and unseasonable weather will 
of course affect the breeding of game in captivity, quite as much, if 
not more, than in its wild state, while disease is much more apt to 
lay it« blighting shadows on animals or birds in confinement, than 
where they are restricted in no way. So far as I have been able to 
learn, the attempt to rear ruffed grouse or qnail in captivity, has not 
been crowned with any very great success, and that better retnrqs 
are aecnred through the methods we have adopted. ''' 
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USE OF DOGS IN HUNTING. 

I am satisfied tbat very man; more people are taking an interest 
In athletiva and in sports, and game and wild-bird protection, and 
in banting, than ever before, an4 consequently there is a very great 
increase of ideas upon these subjects. One of the new ideas that is 
brought to my attention, at least weekly, and I might say almost 
daily, is the idea that it is entirely wrong to permit the use of dogs 
of any kind in the hunting of birds, either turkeys, or woodcock, or 
grouse, or quail, or any other game bird. The originators of this idea 
claim there would be plenty of birds of these varieties were it not 
for the sportsmen with dogs. The man who has that idea claims the 
use of that animal in hunting, especially wild-turkeys, ruffed grouse 
and quail, as outrageous and jnst as much a wrong as is the use of 
dogs in hunting deer. He claims that the d<^ inrariably locates the 
covey, that would be almost invariably passed by the hunter without 
a dog, and that through the help of a dog it is possible for the 
sportsmen to start and kill every bird of a bunch, that has been rais- 
ed and scattered. Instance after instance is cited where the pot 
hunter and bis dog kills every bird in the buncb, that be may locate, 
going day after day, if necessary, until that feat is accomplished. 
The man who uses a dog for this purpose usually advances as his 
strongest argument in justification, the assertion, that his chief plea- 
sure is in seeing his dog work. He does not care for what he may 
kill, bat does enjoy following and watching his dog, jnst as many 
men enjoy driving fast horses, just as many men and women enjoy 
a day at the races and delight in seeing horses in action. Bo he de- 
rives pleasure from a day afield with his dog. His second reason fre- 
quently is that many wounded birds are recovered through the use 
of a dog, tbat would otherwise be lost, thus unwitting admitting the 
claim of his opponent, that many more birds, wounded or unwonnded 
are discovered through th^ use of a dog than without one, and that 
many more birds are bagged because of the dog than would be se- 
cured without one. I am at this time simply calling your attention 
to thia subject b?canse 1 firmly believe that more than one bill will 
be presented to the next session of the Legislature upon this subject. 

ENFORCEMENT OF THE LAW. 

I take special pleasure in stating that beyond question the game 
laws of this Commonwealth are better observed than ever before. 
Not alone because of the efficiency of our Protectors, the splendid 
showing of some of whom as made by their monthly reports and 
recorded in this office, to which I desire to call your attention, but 
because of the help we are receiving from people not immediately 
connected with onr office. , - . 



STATE C0N8TABULABT. 

The very greatest help we have had from this direction has come 
from the Htate Constabulary, and I desire to here call attention to 
their efflcienc;. This force appears to be to a man constantly keep- 
ing its eyes open for violations of the law protecting game and wild 
birds. Every request from this office for help has been promptly 
honored. Men have been detailed to investigate charges made and 
to police territoiies that I found it impOBsible to cover. Numbers of 
arrests have been made by the State Constables for violations of 
the game law, especially among the unnaturalized foreign boru ele- 
ment within onr borders, who as you know are disposed to be utter- 
ly regardleas of law on any subject, but who are learning to respect 
our laws more, because of the splendid work done by this force of 
Constables than for any other reason. It seems to me that every 
person in this State truly interested in game and wild-bird protec- 
tion, and especially the observance of the provisions of section one 
of the act of June 4th, 1897, that prohibits hunting on Sunday, 
ahould insist upon at least the doubling of the number in the ranks 
of our State Constabulary. In my last year's report I cited the fact 
that during the year of 1906. fourteen men were shot at, seven shot 
and four killed by foreigners, with not one of the prepetrators of 
these outrages punished. I do not at this time know of the wound- 
ing of one of our officers during the past year. None have been kill- 
ed and while some have been shot at the shooting was at long dis- 
tances, and in my opinion intended more to notify the ofRcer that 
the pursued was armed and to thus intimidate him, than to injure or 
to kill. This changed condition in my opinion is largely due to the 
creation of our State Constabulary and to the unhesitating, deter- 
mined and persistent pursuit of wrongdoers of all classes, by mem- 
bers of that force. And especially is that the cas? with the un- 
naturalized foreign born element. My search after the murderers of 
some of our protectors has led me into some Queer places and 
brought to my knowledge the fact that many of these people were 
criminals at home; that they were criminals here, and hesitated in 
the commission of wrongs and acts of violence only because they 
feared the etrong hand of the law. These people are organi7>ed to 
defend one another, no matter what the offense, still tbey are learn- 
ing that the proposition of resisting a State Constable diffi'rs some- 
what from that of wounding or even killing a poor unfortunate 
game protector, who had no friends, and whom the Commonwealth 
refused or neglected to support in his work or to defend. The bene- 
fit to this cause, great as it is through the creation of this Depart- 
ment of State Constabulary, is but an item, and a small one at 
that, when compared with the aggr.^gnte of good acconipUslied by 



these iueh in thie Commonweelth ; vould be pleased to Bee a detail 
of at leaBt twenty men of tbia force quartered id eT«ry one of oar 
counties. The expense necessary to the maintenance of such a 
force would be but slight; after dedacting the txcessive amounts 
that are now paid out by almost every county of this Oommon- 
wealth as costs in securing the conviction and punishment of people 
ciafsea as unnaturalized foreigners. Many ot whom would not vio- 
late any law if they knew punishment was sure to follow. 

The work done by the Department of Forestry in the prevention 
of forest fires and the protection of wild birds and game on the 
lands of the* State deserves favorable mention at my hands. They 
are surely doing good work. 

The game laws, as they now stand, while not perfect seem to me 
to be reasonably fair and just, and 1 have no changes or alterations 
to suggest at this time. I herewith attach photographs of two build- 
ings we have erected as quarters for our guards. The one at Ken- 
nedy Park, Clearfield county, and the other at the C. B. Penrose pre- 
serve in Clinton county. The men in these camps are not only game 
protectors, but are also instructed to aid in every way those con- 
nected with the Department of Forestry, to fight forest fires, to re- 
port injuries to grown timber or any other violation of the rules of 
that Department. 

There were 435 permits issued by the Department of Forestry to 
men desiring to hunt on State lands during the open season for 
deer just past, averaging about seven men to the camp, or 3,046 in 
all. Fully one-half of that many men or 1,522 hunted on the same 
territory without camping, going from their homes and returning 
each day, making a total of 4,567 hunters on State lands this Fall. 
1 think it perfectly fair to say that at least an equal number of men 
bunted for deer during the same time on lands not owned by the 
State, making a total of not less than 9,000 men who hnnted deer 
In Pennsylvania during the fall just passed. In addition to this 
more than 100,000 men hnnted for small game in this state during 
the same open season. What the value of this outing may mean 
to each one of these men I am unable to say. That they consider 
themselves benefited ia proven by the fact that the same mea go 
hunting repeatedly and that in every camp almost you can find the 
same men that were there last year, and will be told stories of each 
year's hunt from that camp as it has come and gone for five or ten 
or twenty or more years. I am satisfied many more men wonld go 
hunting if game were plentiful. 

We see everywhere play grounds and parks being created or ex- 
tended, or beautified by the planting of trees and shrubs and fiowers, 
the laying out of walks and drives, the building of bridges and good 
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roads, the expenditare of tens of tllotisanclB of dollars for the pur- 
pose of restocking our streams witb fish; all kinds of improTementa 
and betterments for the public good, each an incentive to outdoor 
life, to recreation, to better health, and better citizenship. Why 
should the State not contribute fairly to the pleasure as well as 
benefit of its sturdy citizens, who wish to take their recreation in 
the fields or in the woods with their guns. It seems to me that the 
State should contribute fairly to this purpose, placing deer and wild- 
turkejs and other game on State lands adapted to such game, and 
where none is found to-day. There are vast tracts of State lands of 
this character to be found; and I feel that at least one preaerve 
should be created or purchased where deer could be bred for dis- 
tribution throughout the State. 

I am informed that there is a splendid game preserve, the exact 
extent of which I do not know, but in the neighborhood of 700 or 
more acres, surrounded by a well built, substantial fence, and in 
which in the neighborhood of 150 or more deer have recently been 
placed in this State, that is about to be abandoned or destroyed. It 
seems to me that the Game Commission of FennsylTanta should at 
least have one plant of this kind, in which they could raise deer for 
dlstrihutioD in those sections of the State, where no deer are foqud 
at this time; and I would suggest that a committee be at once ap- 
pointed to investigate this rumor and to arrange for the purchase 
of this property, if that is possible. It seems to me that this com- 
mission and the sportsmen of the State are entitled to that much 
at the hands of the State. If the recent banters' license bill as in- 
troduced in the last Legislature had been passed, there would have 
been no trouble, even at this time in buying this property at a rea- 
sonable figure. There is every probability that this bill will be 
passed by the next Legislature, arid even if it is not, it seems to me 
only fflir and just that an appropriation should be made for this pur- 
pose. I give you this as a matter of information and as a sugges- 
tion. 

HIGH POWER GUNS. 

I am in receipt of numerous complaints concerning the dangers 
arising from the use of the high power guns. The arguments tteing 
that because of the thick under-growlh in Pennsylvania, the hunter 
is not often able to see game or secure a shot at a greater distance 
than that at which black powder would be effective, and that, there- 
fore, the use of a high power gun is not necessary. While we have 
been to a great extent relieved of danger to human life through the 
passage of the law compelling deer hunters to look before they 
shoot, there is still serious danger threatened by the use of this 
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gan, and it slioald be prohibited in PenDflylvania. I give you this 
alBO aB a subject under discusaioti by hunters and one upon which 
there may possibly be bills presented at the next seBsion of the Legis- 
lature. 

FINANCIAL STATEMENT. 

I desire to call your attention to a peculiar situation surrounding 
the financial conditions of this Commission. As you tinow, during the 
last administration we had occasion to use money to a very con- 
siderable extent, — first, in the defense of one of our men, who had 
been arrested for murder; and second, in attempting to discover the 
men who bad murdered several of our ofQcers. Yon understand the 
situation, so that I need not at this time dwell upon that point any 
further than to recall to your minds, that Governor Pennypaclter 
directed us to use our utmost endeavor to discover and punish those, 
who had murdered our officers, and that the method adopted had 
been passed upon by the Attorney General at that time. We were 
given to understand that the coming Legislature would surely take 
care of us from a financial point of view in the matter. Nothing 
whatever has been done by the State to help us along these lines. 
The sources from which we derived revenue and hoped to pay these 
claims, namely, fines, penalties and licenses, has been taken from 
us and diverted to the use of the Commonwealth. Nothing was 
appropriated to take the place of this fund for this purpose. Even 
moneys, that under the then existing law in my opinion surely be- 
longs to this Commission, and to no one else in the State of Penn- 
sylvania, has been taken from us; and we have been deprived of 
this through the ruling of the State Treasurer of this Common- 
wealth. For instance, laws prior to the act passed by the last Legis- 
lature of 1907, provided Miat all penalties, where they were collected 
by a paid officer of this Commission should be returned to the Sec- 
retary of the Game Commission, and by him deposited in the State 
Treasury for the use of the Game Commission. One-half of all penal- 
ties collected by other persons than paid officers came to the State 
Treasury for the same purpose. The law distinctly stated that tlie 
State Treasurer should hold the same as a fund separate and apart 
for the use of the Game Cammissioo, to drawn out only upon war- 
rant signed by the Auditor General and the President of the Board 
of Game Commissioners, The fact that we were doing a work that 
would require more than the usual amount of money and at a spe 
cified time, caused me to be careful of the fund in the hands of tbe 
State Treasurer and to husband it as I thought for the best inter- 
ests of this Commission, so that when the demand was made we 
would have a fund from which to pay the claims before mentioned. 
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I, heretofore, have draws upon this fund about once in a year. 
When I attempted to determine the amount that might be in the 
hands of the State Treasurer thie year, I was told that nothing re- 
mained In the hande of the State Treasurer to our use, as the seme 
had reverted to the use of the Cainmonwealtb on the first day of 
Jane, 1907. The State Treasurer, through his cashier, refused to 
even give me a statement of the amount that had come to him col- 
lected for the use of the Oame CommiEnion. In this manner we have 
again been deprived of a sum of money in an amount I am unable to 
state. One that was collected under a specific provisioQ of law and 
deposited with the State Treasurer for the nse of the Oame Com- 
mission. What can be done in this matter I am unable to say. 

I desire to call your attention to the increased work in this office, 
and to the fact that no additional assistance has been secured, and 
that no increased remuneration, has in any way been advanced to 
those who do the work. I can cite you numbers of instance wherein 
clerks in different Departments in this same bnilding, coming to at 9 
o'clock and going away at i o'clock receive a return of at least flOO 
a month, doing little while they are there, while the Assistant Sec- 
retary of this Commission, I am satisfied, does more work than two 
or three of such clerks, and receives less pay than any one of them. 
This does seem to me to be a wrong that should be riglfted in some 
way, 

I herewith attach a correct and full statement of our finances, all 
,of which is respectfully submitted. 



Secretary of the Board of Oame Commissioners. 
FINANCIAL STATEMENT. 

Prom June 1, 1907, to December 1, 1907. 

To first quarterly allowance on general appro- 
priation, 13,000 00 

Penalties and costs collected and returned to 
this office, 2,319 05 

Certificates and licenses coming to this office, . . 69 00 



^,379 05 



By warden services and expenses |1,635 61 

Office expenses, 723 12 

Attorney fees, 201 00 

One-faalf penalties returned to informers,. . . . 824 00 
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BOARD OF GAME COMMISSIONERS. 



To His Excellency, Edwin S. Stuai't, Governor of PeniiBylTaoia : 

Sir: In compliaace with the act of June 25. 1895, creating the 
Board of Game Commissioners of thia Commonwealth and prescrib- 
ing its duties, we herewith respectfully submit to you our report 
of work done through and under our direction during the year in- 
tervening between November 1, 1907, and November 1, 1908; and 
that yon ma; the more thoroughly understand the sitnatioji and 
gronnds upon which this report is based, we attach hereto a copy 
of the report of our Secretary for the same period. 

From what we have been able to gather from this and other re- 
ports made to as. and from a personal examination made in differ- 
ent parts of the State, we feel satisfied that song and insectiverous 
birds of all kinds, classed as wild birds other than game birds are in- 
creasing in thia State, and the benefit to the Commonwealth from 
this increase from an economic point of view is most marked. 

Game birds appear to have increased very materially in many 
sections of the Commonwealth. Ruffed grouse are more plentiful 
than the apparent scarcity of old birds last fall and spring gave 
promise of. 

Turkeys have had a good hatching season, and in sections of the 
State, where they are found at all, are more plentiful than usual. 
Quail appear to bave increased all over the State and in some sec- 
tions appear to be quite plentiful. There is p.Q dgubt whatever 
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about the vorj matefial increase of deer, and bear and rabbits, in 
that territory, whereon they are located. Through this increase 
of game, we feel that an incentive to outdoor exercise and recrea- 
tion ia supplied that cannot be secured throngfa an; other proceaa. 
An experience in camp life, and in handling and caring for fire arms 
is secured that is of very great worth to our citizens, who indulge 
in hunting, throngh which they, as individuals, secure better health, 
and are therefore, better fitted to fill the place allotted to each in 
bis respective community. These things together, better health, 
and thei'efore, better citizenship, joined to experience in camp life, 
and in the handling of Are arms, appear to us of great value to the 
State and to the Nation, as they surely raise our standard of de- 
fense in time of trouble, in the shape of war, either from within or 
from without — far above that of any people who do not hunt. We 
feel that the presence of game is of great value to the State, and 
that hunting in a necessary adjunct to our National success, and 
that, therefore, the State owes it to itself to provide some method, 
whereby game can be inereased, either through additional protec- 
tion, through the raising of game of different varieties in captivity 
for distribution, or through its purchase for the same purpose from 
thoae who have raised it in captivity. 

■\Ve endorse the idea of a codification of our game laws, so that 
all may be placed under a single title, and the elimination of many 
laws now found upon our books, that tend more to perplex and 
annoy hunters, Ihan to benefit the cause of protection to our game. 
We believe in making these laws plain, clear and direct, and insofar 
8S possible subject to a single interpretation only. We recommend 
the passage of an act of this character by our coming legislature. 

We believe that the game season, as now found upon our bo<^s, 
because of their early date in this Commonwealth are not suited to 
many sections of our State, and are not in accord with the ideas 
of the great majority of our hunters. We believe that the danger 
of forest fires in the early fall is a serious menace to the effort now 
being made to reforest onr Btat'e, and for these joint reasons think 
the season for the taking of all game, excepting wild water fowl and 
shore birds, should open on the first day of November, and should 
close not later than the 15th of the December following in any caae. 
In the majority of cases we fee! that an open season covering the 
month of November ia sufficient. Through this shortening of the 
season we believe our game will be increased in sections where at 
present such game is found at all. We recommend the passage of 
a law of this character. 

We call your special attention to the facts as they were developed 
at the trial of Bocco Bacca, the Italian tried and convicted last Sep- 



tember at Newcaatle, Ijawrence county, for the murder of Seelj 
Houk, one of oar Game I'potectore. From these facts ita appears 
beyond a reasonable doubt, that the organization of ill-repate, 
known in Italy a» the Mafia, and in America, aa the Black Hand, 
has secured a lodgement upon our shores, and that while these facts 
come to you through us, because of the killing of one of our officers, 
they are nevertheless of deep and vital importance, and affect not 
only this Board, but the wellfaro of the entire Oommonwealth and of 
the Nation. From the facts produced, it appears this organization 
is formed for mutual protection, that its membora are sworn under 
pain of death, to protect and defend and assist one another in all 
things; and that this protection extends to and covers even those 
charged with the oommiseion of murder. From data we have been 
able to collect relative to action upon the part of that class of re«- 
dents within our State known as the unnaturniized foreign bom resi- 
dent, not only to kill our game and song birds at all times without 
regard to our liiws, and their disposition to resort to acts of violence 
in the settlement of trivial disputes and controversies, which said 
disposition is a most serious menace to the peace and happiness of 
every community of this Commonwealth, wherein these people re- 
side, and is extremely expensive to those of us who are native bom 
or naturalized residents, upon whom the weight of taxation falls, we 
feel that the power to do evil as far ae possible should be taken from 
these people, and that the bill presented nnder our direction to the 
Legislature of 1907, through which the right to even own or be 
possessed of a gun in this Commonwealth should be denied the un- 
naturalized foreign born resident, should be again presented to our 
legislature, and every effort possible in conformity with right and 
justice be exerted to secure its passage. 

We feel that the cause of game and wild bird protection is of the 
utmost value to every individual, and every community in this State, 
and is deserving of generous support at the hands of the Common- 
wealth; and that the appropriation given to the Board of G«me 
Commissioners should be increased to meet the demands made upon 
them in the lim^ of protection through the enforcement of our laws, 
and that in addition to this appropriation for this purpose an 
amount of not less than ^20,000 should be made for the purpose of 
purchasing new varieties of game, that would be adapted to our 
climate, of setting apart additional game preserves, and of restock- 
ing our State with game from whatever source might be the most 
available. 

We believe the appropriation made by the last Legislature for 
the purpose of paying bounties on obnoxious animals was well ez- 



pended, and recommeud the passage of a second act upon this sub- 
ject carrying with it additional appropriation for that purpose. 

We call your attention to the flnaucial statement as made to ub 
by our Secretary, 

Respectfully yours, 

JAMES H. WOEDEN, 

President. 
C. K. SOBER, 
WM. HEYWARD MYERS, 
C. B. PENROSE. 
JOHN M. PHILLIPS, 
ARTHUR CHAPMAN, 
Board of Game Commissioners. 
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Harriabai-g, Pa., NoTember 1, 1908. 
To tte Honorable, Board of Game CommiBBiooera of Pennsylvaoia : 

Qeatlemeu: I herewith submit my report to joa of the work done 
perBonally aud by thoac under my direction, during the time in- 
tervening between December 1, 1907, and NoTember 1, 1908. This 
report conBiders only the work done by the Commission through 
its officers. 

I take speciul pleasure in making report to you at this time of 
conditions relative to both game and wild birds other than game 
birds and to make suggestions relative to rt'commendations by the 
Board uf Uame ComniisiBonerA pertaining to changes in the game 
laws of this State, that I am confident have the approval of the 
great majority of all people, no matter whether they be hunters or 
not, and that would not have been approved, even so short a period 
us one year ago. In this particular, I refer especially to the feeling 
I find everywhere manifest of giving additional protection to all 
wild birds other than game birds, because of the value of their life 
work and also of shortening the open season during which game 
birdB or game animals may be killed, also making that open season 
as uniform as possible. 

(T) 



Up to two or three vears ago at the outside, the general idea en- 
tertained by the public regarding the work of the Game Oomniiafuon, 
was that, as itn title seemed to indicate, it was composed solely of 
Eportsmen, whose chief objective point was to increase the different 
species of game found in the Commonwealth for the benefit and 
pleasare of other sportsmen and for no other purpose. Many of our 
people have already learned that this is not the purpose of the Oame 
Commission or of the sportsmen who are aiding and assisting us 
in our work. Many of our }>eople have already Ivarned that the 
idea they had first formed regarding our work and their first im- 
pression that our purpose was to increase said game to facilitate its 
killing was incorrect, and wa!< but an incident to the far greater 
work of protection to our birds of all kinds, game as well as other 
birds, because of the value of their life work — a value that cannot be 
expressed in words or figures. Many of our people have already 
learned — some of them through unpleasant experiences of having 
been compelled to pay for violating our game laws — that it is as 
much the duty of this Commission to see to it that our officers go 
as far to give protection to a blue bird, or a robin, or a wren, as they 
would to give protection to a wild turkey, to a deer, or to any other 
species of game. Many hunters of the State and others from out- 
side the State are also learning to understand that this Board 
was created for protective purposes, and it jiot a bureau of informa- 
tion to those who desire to kn»w where game can best be found. 
Many of our people are learning to understand the value of bird 
life, to understand what that value means to each one of us to them 
as individuals, to the State and to the Nation,with the result that a 
far better feeling exists to-day regarding the Game Commission and 
its work, than ever before iu the history of Pennsylvania; and as a 
consequence of this feeling legislation can be secured to-day that 
would have met with the most serious opposition a short time ago. 
The Secretary of .\griculture at Washington estimates the loss to 
growing crops in the United States through the ravages of insects 
at more than |40fl,000.000 annually. Prof. Surface, our State Bicono- 
mic Zoologist tells me, that in hi» opinion this world would not be 
inhabitable by man at the end of twenty years, because of the rav- 
ages of insect life, if such insects were not curbed in some way. 
Dr. W. T. Hornaday, one of the great Naturalists of the world, and 
Director of the Zoological Park of Xew York City, among other 
things says: "It will indeed be a sad day for the American farmers, 
when the last insectivorous bird is brought dead and fluttering to 
the ground. Then will he, if never before, realize the value of the 
allies he has lost. When the hundreds of millions of insects mul- 
tiplied by hundreds of millions advance unchecked, then will be. if 



never before, be willing to exchange an; quantity of fruit or berries 
for one single pair of the much despised robin, or catbird, or otber 
birds, gone forever." 

Dr. Warren, one of our ez-8tate Zoologists says: "The great ma- 
jority of our birds feed their young entirely upon insect life, and 
asserts that the young birds of these Idnds consume daily a quantity 
of animal food, equal in amount to its own weight. To illustrate let 
me say: Pennsylvania in round numbers contains 28,800,000 acres. 
Place but a single nest containing four young birds upon each acre. 
Say that each bird weighs but one-half of an ounce, making two 
ounces of insects consumed to each acre, cue pound to every eight 
acres, one hundred pounds to 800 acres, one ton to 16,000 acres. 
This amount goes into £18,800,000, the number of acres contained in 
Pennsylvania 1,800 times. In other words it requires 1,800 tons of 
insects at this rate to feed the birds of Pennsylvania one single 
day. Think of it. One can readily understand what is meant, when 
the assertion is made that this world would not be inhabitable 
within a limited time were insects not curbed in some way. Not 
one person, I believe, attempts to claim that birds alone are re- 
sponsible for the destruction of insect life. Nor that to them alone 
do we owe the right to exist in this world. We do attempt to 
claim, that the work of ohr birds goes a long way toward maintain- 
ing the balance between vegetation and insect life and that it would 
be bard, if not absolutely impossible to maintain this position in any 
other way. Those who have made a study of birds tell us, each 
order, eacb fanuly, eacb division of the bird world ia doing a work 
in a place peculiar to itself, a work that it was especially created to 
do, and that is not done to any great extent by any other bird. 
Some birds live and do their work upon the ground. Some live 
almost exclnsively in the trees. Some spend their time in and 
around the waters, some in the open fields, some in the dense thicket 
and some spend the greater part of their time upon the wing, and 
feed entirely in the Sir. Each one in its place doing the work that 
no other bird attempts to do or can do. 

For instance, the night hawk or bull bat lives almost entirely 
upon the wing and consumes vast numbt;rs of tlying insects harm- 
ful to man. It does no harm in auy way, not even destroying a 
single blade of ^rass, or a feather, or a hair in building its nest, for 
it builds no nost, but lays its eggs on some hard bare warm sur- 
face, such as the top of a rock, or a bare spot on high ground, or on 
a tin roof of a house. The swallow, the martin, and the fly-catcher 
feed almost exclusively on the wing. Each of them takes and de- 
stroys vast hordes of flying insects harmful to human beings. 
Woodpeckers, excepting the flicker, take the majority of their food 
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upon the sides of trvi-a afttr vigorously tearing and casting aside 
piews of bark or wood under which iusects liave taken refuge. The 
greater part of the food of tho tlieker is taken upon the ground. 
This bird being the nioet terrestrial of all woodpeckers, takes the 
majority of its food upon the ground, and in nianj instances this 
food is composed of unts. These last named injects doing a work 
harmful to mankind that is understood by bat few of our people. I 
am told the ant is the great protector of the plant louse, an insect 
whose life work results in a loss to agriculture that cannot be cor- 
rectly expn'86<!d in words or figures. The ant carries the egg of tbe 
plant lou«e belDw the frost line in winter time. In spring he brings 
Ibe young louse out and places it upon the plant, carrying it from 
point to point on the plant, as the strength of that plant is con 
sumed, getting in i-e(urn from the louse what is called honey dew. 
Just as the farmer keeps a herd of cattle for tbeir return of milk, 
so the ant keeps a vast hei-d of plant lice for tbe returns they give. 
When ants are destroyed the plant louse either falls a victim to its 
natural enemies, or dies of starvation, it being almost incapable of 
locomotion. The special work of tbe cuckoo and the Baltimore 
oriole seems to be the destruction of the caterpillar, especially the 
kind known as the hairy caterpillar, and when these insects abound 
tbe stomachs of the cuckoo and the oriole appear to be covered with 
a hairy growth, which in fact are the hairs found upon the caterpil- 
lar, that have penetrated the lining of the stomachs of these birds, 
and remain thus fastened until the juices of the stomach have di- 
gested them — a condition that in any other stomach, either bird or 
man, would surely cause inflammation and death. The dove, the 
robin, tbe meadow lark, and many other birds, even the bumming 
bird do a special work ixi its own peculiar place, invaluable to man, 
that is not done to any great extent by any other bird. Many of 
our people are learning or have learned these facts and as a con- 
sequence are giving protection to our birds to a degree never ac- 
corded them before. 

PUBLIC SENTIMENT. 

The destruction of birds' nests and the killing of wild birds other 
Iban game birds through the use of various methods formerly prac- 
tised by the small boys has almost been abandoned. Tlie killing of 
birds of this same class by itresiionsibe men and half grown boys 
through the use of guns to a great extent been done away with. 
Bimpiy because they know public sentiment does not to day endorse 
such procedure. Many people who a few years ago never gave the 
question of bird protection so much as a fleeting thought are now 
taking an active interest in bird preservation, thereby making pps 
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Bible the puDisliinent of offeuders, that foi-iiK>i-l>' and without this 
change of fi-^ling could not have beeu accomplished. I feel per- 
fectly safe in saying, that without public iwntiment behind our work, 
that work will surely be iueffectU-e and go for naught. With rea- 
sonable, fail' and just laws npon our books relative to these subjectB, 
and a fair, ivasonable and just enforcement of the law. We have 
the tacit endorsement of e\-vry fairminded citizen of the Conunon- 
nealtb. and the active positive help through words and deeds of 
many individuals in every community, that we would not have, 
and could hope fo secure in any other way. How to draft laws bear- 
ing upon the subject of game protection that will be reasonable and 
just to all sections of the Commonwealth has heretofore been a 
most perplexing question. Our State is bo formed and so located, 
that vegetation in the spring time starts fully tea days earlier on 
the southern tier than in the northern tier of counties, and the re- 
verse has been about the rule of the fall. Our Constitution forbids 
special or sectional legislation. One law must apply to the entire 
State upon each subject. In giving absolute protection as in the 
case of song and inaectivorons birds there is no trouble, but in mat- 
ters pertaining to an open and a closed season for game, especially 
where the game in question is migratory, as for instance is the 
woodcock, the proposition is quite different. It do«B appear to me 
though that sportsmen are much more nearly agreed upon a uni- 
form season to day than ever before in the history of this Common- 
wealth. They are united upon the proposition, advanced years ago 
by this Board, that it was wrong for many reasons to allow the hunt- 
ing of bii'ds after the ground is covered with snow. And because 
of the disposition of many men wl'io hunt to kill whatever might be 
found, while they are hunting, it was thought best to close the open 
season for game of all kinds at one and the same time. Many 
sportsmen who believe in protection and i)reRervation are advocat- 
ing the idea of shorter seasons for all game birds and an absolute 
uniform season for such game birds as are not migratory, such as 
the rutPed grouse, the wild turkey, and the quail, also for all animals, 
classed as game in this Commonwealth, The great destruction 
of our forests, as suffered this fall through fires has also brought the 
thinking si)ortsman to a consideration of the qneetion as to whether 
or not the value of woodcock, or the right of any man to hunt any- 
where in Pennsylvania at a time, when through but slight careless- 
ness or negligence fires would be probable, could be weighed in 
Ihe balance as against the loss to all the people of the State through 
the ravages of forest flres, though the destruction of game, as well 
as of growing timber, has brought them to the consideration of the 
question as to whether or not for the single purpose alone of keeping 
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hnnterB out of the woods au macb aa possible, ttiereby lesaeniDg the 
posBibility of forest fires, it would not be welt to limit hunting to 
such a time aa the lieaves in all probability will be wet from fall 
raiofl, and lire be almost imposaible. Whether or not the queetlon 
of forestry preservation does not outweigh all other questions con- 
nected with hunting, and that it would Ire well for this reason, if 
for no other to muke the season for all game found in our fields 
and foreBts uniform and to open that season upon the first day of 
November, extending it if necessary to the 15th of December, if the 
month of November alone he considered too short. The codification 
of the game laws of this State, placing every provision of our law, 
relative to this subject under a single title is very strongly advocated 
in various parts of the Commonwealth. A measure of this kind has 
already been considered and passed upon by the organized sports- 
men of the State, and is herewith presented to you for consideratloa. 
The only difference between my ideas as before set forth, and this 
bill being that the season for certain ga.me, namely the woodcock, 
squirrel and ruffed grouse, is opened on the 15th of October in- 
stead of the Ist day of November. I endorsed this October idea 
last May, because of what 1 considered fairness and justice to sports- 
men residing in our northern tier of counties but the terrible de- 
struction wrought by forest fires since then -has led me to endorse 
n later and uniform season for all game that is fonod in our forests. 

WILD BIKDS OTHEE THAN GAME BIKDS. 

Wild birds other than game birds have very materially increased 
during the past year. This fact is so evident that I need not dwell 
upon it. 

GAME BIRDS. 

Upon this subject I am able to make more favorable report than 
was made at this same period last year. Buffed grouse appear to 
have increased materially this summer, na have wild turkeys and 
quail. In almost every section of the State I have had occasion to 
visit I have seen large flocks of domestic turkeys. The presence of 
these birds to my mind being a sure indication of favorable condi- 
tions during the spring and early summer, not only for these birds, 
but for all ground nesting birds. Weather favoring the hatching 
and rearing to maturity of the ordinary domestic turkey is beyond 
question favorable to all other birds. Another factor resulting in 
benefit to our bird life as well as game is the destruction of vermin, 
such as weasels, minks, wild cats and foxes, brought about through 
the passage of the Kiess Bounty Law and the intelligent work(pf 
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the mac; agents of this Commiasion and manj gportemen. Also the 
absence of forest fires in the spring time. Data collected from man; 
parts of the State shows the presence of ruffed grouse in numbers. 
The very generouB increase of wild turkeys in Bections where the; 
found at all, and the presence of quail in localitira and in nnm- 
bers that has led to considerable arguments and discussions regard- 
ing the disposition of the quail to migrate from one section of this 
country to another, as do the woodcock. Quail have appeared this 
spring in sections of the State, where no such birds have been heard 
or seen for several years. The number in which they have ap- 
peared has led to the qaeetion. Where do they come from? And 
is it not possible that quail migrate long distances, as do some other 
birds? When this Board introduced quail from Alabama three 
years ago I was frequently told by men who claimed to have had 
extended experience, that my efforts were labor lost; that the birds 
imported will surely disappear with the coming cold weather. In 
some instances this was the case, while in others the birds released, 
with their increase, stayed right where they were placed. They 
have continued to so stay, and increase and have spread so that 
to-day quail are found in territorities where no such bird was found 
for years prior to their importation by this Board. In some in- 
stances I admit they did shift from one section to another section 
of the State sometimes travelling miles, but I am not convinced 
that they ever migrate in the true sense of that word. I desire at 
this time to call attention to the well known fact that but few 
states, now pennit the exportation of quail for any purpose and that 
quail everywhere seems to be scarce and the prices are high. That, 
therefore, it is, to use a common expression, up to us, to preserve 
oar own birds, if we hope to have any in the future. I have, there- 
fore, issued a circular, upon this subject, entitled "Save Our Birds," 
11 copy of which I herewith attach, recommending the trapping of 
and caring for quail during the winter months with the best methods 
in my opinion of doing this profitably and of securing the best' re- 
sults through their release in the spring time. 

BOUNTY LAW. 

I sincerely believe that no law found upon our ataute books baa 
done more good for the cause of game and wild bird protection than 
the bounty law, passed by our Legislature in 1907. The passage 
of this measure in my opinion having been made possible only by 
the energetic actions of Mr. Ki'ess of Lycoming county, who intro- 
duced this bill, and I sincerely hope it may be at least renewed^ if 
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not doubled in the amount of uppropriation it earned for that pur- 
poBC. I have among my acq uaiuta sees and among tli« tuanj citizens 
of this State who are helping to maintain the laws relating to game 
and wild bird protection, a gentleman, a resident of Freeland, I/u- 
zerne county, who has made a apeeial study of the weasel and its 
habits, and who during that study covering a period of same twenty 
years of more has captured and killed something like two thousand 
aoimals of this kind. He tells me maoy things, that I never read 
of and never before heard of frtwu any source. In Natural Historj- 
I read that the weasel is an animal in many instances disposed to 
kill wherever it may be |>os8ible, simply because of its love to 
slaughter. Mr. Malloy teflm me the weasel In every instance kills 
because it is hungry. He says, he has known of instance after in- 
stance where domestic fowls, chickens or ducks, turkeys, &c., have 
been killed in numbers ranging from two to three or tw<'nty or more 
by a single weasel during a single night. That in very many in- 
stances all the blood was drawn from the" body of the fowl killed 
and that within a limited time after the last killing he had in turn 
killed the weasel and invariably found the stomach empty. Id 
cases where the fowls were confined when killed he has found in one 
corner of the coop or pen a pile of excrement, more in the form of 
coagulated blood than digested matter in slugs about an inch in 
length, and in circumference about that of an ordinary lead pencil. 
He tells me the weasel never rests, excepting at its own established 
home, that he has followed the tracks of these animals for many 
miles and has never known one to stop outside of its Used abode, 
excepting for the purpose of killing. He has known one weasel to 
kill seven rabbits in a single night and has followed the tracks 
through the snow back to its established home, finding everywhere 
along the route these teU-take slugs of excrement. He says, he 
has frequently attempted to hold weasels in captivity and has never 
yet succeeded in keeping one longer than thirty-six hours without 
food, every one dying shortly after or about that time apparently 
of starvation. Upon one occasion he caught a weasel in a wire 
rat trap and speared the animal through the oeek with a sharp steel 
rod, causing it to bleed to death. The creature lapped up its own 
blood until it fell dead. An examination made within a few minutes 
after death and while the body was still warm showed that the 
blood taken into the stomach had already left that organ and was 
in the intestines, all together going to show the wonderfnl diges- 
tive powers of the weasel, and its destructive disposition, no matter 
what its reason for killing .might be. and showing beyond a doabt 
that vast numbers of livesi of different kinds must be sacrificed to 
meet the demands of one single weasel atone. An examination of 
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the claimB made upon thia futul sliowft that one man, a reBident 
of HuQtiDgdou count; received Bomethiug like fl,60U during one 
year for bounties. .InvestigatioD conducted from this otBce shows 
that the claim was justly made and that the applicant was entitled 
to ever; dollar he claimed. Remember that this bounty was placed 
upon but four animals and at the following rate: The weasel, one 
dollar, the mink, one dollar, the fox, two doUurB; and the wild cat 
four dollars. One cannot but be lost in astoniahmeut, when he 
conBiders the conditions in a county, where such a taking of scalps 
could be possible, and in considering tbe vast number of beneficial 
birds that were requirL>d to surrender their lives to support this 
crew. If our Naturalists and Zoologists arc correct in their esti- 
mate of the value of bird ITfc, it socma to me this appropriation of 
150,000 was money well expended, aud I feel that the amount should 
be doubled by the next Legislature, thereby making it possible to 
cause the killing not only of the annual increase of this class of de- 
stroyers, bat to make possible also the extermination of the original 
stock, and to keep it up from year to year until the bounty wonld 
be unnecessary. Yon, of course, understand that this Board bad 
nothing whatever to do with tli« disbursement of this fund. For 
my part 1 consider the manner of its distribution as well planned 
as it possibly could be, and I call this subject to yonr attention, 
simply as a matter of information. 

RABBITS AND SQUIRRELS. 

As a special result of the killing of weasels, wildcats and foxes, 
as well ae of mink, rabbits appear to be quite abundant all over 
this State and large numbers have been killed by sportsmen. The 
arguments made last year against the early opening of the season 
are still continued and justly so, as it seems to my mind, the rabbit 
appears to occupy a niche peculiar to itself in the game world, sup- 
plying sport, recreation and a fair food supply to man, also serving 
as a butTer between hunters and game birds, for I am satisfied that 
the more plentiful the supply of rabbits the less birds will be hunted 
and the less will be killed. 

First, because the majority of men prefer rabbit hunting to bird 
hunting; and secondly, because the crack of the rabbit hunter's gun 
and the running of his dog drives grouse and turkey and quail out 
of the open and into the thick cover, where the most expert shot 
finds it impossible to kill every time. The rabbit furnishes a food 
supply f^ir wild carnivorous animals and birds, without which these 
creatures must turn to something more valuable, either wild or not. 
I have, for many years, claimed that the more plentiful the sup^y 
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ijf rabbits, the better it is for all game of higher order, and for do- 
tnestic fowls. The dispoaition of the rabbit to move at aigbt makes 
it an easy victim for the night prowler in the shape of foxes and 
wildcats and owls, and savos many a domestic fowl and valuable wild 
bird. 

Squirrels of (he gray, black and fox varieties, are decreasing in 
many sections of the State and increasing in but few places, more I 
think because of the destruction of their natural homee through 
tbe cutting of our heavy timber than from any other cause. 'Hiese 
animals seem designed by Nature to lire in trees above the earth, 
and when compelled through the cutting of our timber to seek other 
places of abode, either migrate or die. At least, they disappear, not- 
withstanding the presence of a food supply produced by small tim- 
ber. Without a place of rc^age above the earth the sqnirre) seems 
lost. 

DEER AND BEAR 

Deer and bear are increasing rapidly. "When the bill proposing 
the limit the killing of deer to a male deer with hom», and which 
afterwards became a law was first introduced I was opposed to the 
measure, as I was during the year 1904, at which time in my report 
to you I stated my reasons for opposing a bill of this kind. I 
tbougUt that if a measure of this kind became a law it would be 
very apt to reeult in trouble to many men who otherwise intended to 
be honest. That because of the very thick underbrush found in the 
deer territory, the high bracken and rough country, it would be 
almost impossible to determine the sex of a deer until the deer had 
been killed. I preferred the making of an absolute closed season 
for deer, if protection to that extent was found to be necessary and 
I at once began a canvass of the Senate and House of Representa- 
tives relative to these matters. 1 also consulted sportsmen and 
other men who were in the habit of going into the woods during the 
deer season regarding their thought upon tbe subject and found 
that almost without exception the bird hunters, the rabbit hunters, 
the lumberman, the landowners, and the people generally who de- 
sired to go into the woods during the last two weeks of November, 
inclading many deer hunters, favored the passage of this measure. 
Tbsy argued that they as citizens of this Commonwealth had just 
as much right 1o be in the woods at that time, as had the deer hun- 
ter, and that under the then existing law there was not one moment 
of all that time that the life of any one of them was safe. They 
claimed that they, as human beings, were just as much entitled to 
protection as were deer, I found from statistics gathered by the 
Biological Surrey at Washington, D. C, that forty-eight men bad 
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been killed and one hundred and four wounded within tbe United 
States by deer hunters daring the open season of 1906. I, therefore, 
refrained from opposing tbis bill before the Legislature and urged 
the GoTernor to sign it when it came before him. I am now satis- 
fied this is one of the best measures ever placed upon the books of 
Pennsylvania, and consider that we have very many more honest 
hunters in Pennsylvaoia than those who are interested in the 
slaughter of deer would have us believe. I feel certain that no more 
deer have lost their lives in violation of law since the passage of this 
act, than would have been killed illegally during tbe same period 
had there been an absolute closed season. Some does have been 
killed, but nothing like the number I anticipated. I am conildent 
the great juajority of hunters respect this law. I know from per- 
sonal experience and from conversation with deer hunters in difter- 
ent parts of the State that the lives of numbers of bucks were 
spared through the inability of the hunter to see the horns in time, 
and that hundreds of does were spared. It is of course a new idea 
and very trying to deer hunters in this State to hold their flre when 
a fln<e doe or a deer of any description stands in front of them. Yet 
this was almost invariably done, and the deer hunters of tbis State 
are entitled to credit for so doing. Some few violated the law, some 
by mistake, some deliberately. Some have already been punished, 
and more will be made to pay the penalty before the coming next 
sason. From data collected 1 am satisfied that the number of bucks 
killed last year did not exceed one-fourth of the number of deer 
killed during the fall of 1906, and would not exceed two-thirds of the 
nnmber of bucks killed during that season. I met many hunters 
who had seen does and young deer last year, but who failed to see 
a buck with horns. I saw several who saw bucks, but who failed 
to shoot, because tbe deer had disappeared about tbe time they de- 
cided to a certainty tbe sex of the deer. Tbe great majority of deer 
hunters I have met last fall both during the season and since that 
time, although frequently disappointed in not securing a deer ex- 
pressed themselves as satisfied with the law. The feeling of per- 
sonal security surrounding each one apparently far outweighed any 
pleasure they might have derived through the killing of deer or any 
number of deer. I of course met some hunters who were violently 
opposed to this measure and I noticed that almost without excep- 
tion tbe opponents of this law were men who did not realize the 
value of this act, as a preserver of human life, or a man whose sole de- 
sire was to kill, no matter what the result might be to others. 
Some of tbem actually giving expression to this sentiment. The 
number of deer killed in this Commonwealth during 1906 was in the 
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neighborhood of 8110, Of this iiunibtr, perhaps, 350 were hucks, and 
the remainder 450 were does. From positive reports received from 
several counties, not more than 2(10 bucks were killed last year, or 
at teust during the past season throughout the entire State, and be- 
lieve I am within bounds, when I say, that not more than thirty does 
will be found to have lost their livce, 1 ain in receipt of many let- 
ters and statements indicating the number of does killed at far above 
that figure, but have been unable to establish the actual killing of 
bat nine does. If these figures be correct and the same ratio of 
killing was followed au was last year we have spared to us 150 bucks 
and about 420 does, or 570 deer in all. The majority of does give 
birth to two fawns, so that I think an estimate of one and one-half - 
fawna to a doe for this year wonld be fair and reasonable. Six hun- 
dred and thirty fawns added to 420 does and 150 bucks will give us 
1,200 deer to start with this fall that we would not have had under 
the old law. This seems to be a good showing and one that would 
justify a continuance of this law, were its sole and only object to pre- 
serve and increase our deer; but as the chief purpose of this act waa 
the preservation of human life and limb this addition to deer life in 
the State is only incidental. Still it means much. 

I take pleasure in reporting to you that I have up to this time 
heard of the wounding by deer hunters, either accidentally or other- 
wise, of bnt one single individual in Pennsylvania during the past 
season (1907), and that was a father shot by bis son in Monroe 
county, in direct violation of this law, I have not heard of the 
killing of anyone in Pennsylvania last year by deer hunters. I have 
heard that in two of our northern central states Michigan and Min- 
nesota I think, something like twenty men were killed and more 
than that were wounded during the same period by deer hunters. 
This comparison speaks for itself. What the total number of killed 
or injured in the United States from this cause will aggregate re- 
mains to be demonstrated. 

I nnderstand that nearly, if not quite as many bear, as deer were 
killed in the State last fall, and also that there is considerable feel- 
ing In same sections of the State regarding the law giving protection 
to bear. I find first among these objectors, the man who desires 
to kill everything regardless of consequences. Nest appears the 
timid man, who believes the unfounded stories he reads in the 
newspapers. Next comes the man whom, I think, does not nnder- 
stand his subject and who believes the black beer of Penusylvania 
to be a ferocious and most destructive animal. My own experience, 
and what I have been able to gather from many hunters, leads me 
to believe that this is not the case. The weight of the combined 
evidence at mv hands causes me to consider the b«ar more timid 
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and 8h;, than f^ven n deer and satiBfles mo tli»t upon titc approach of 
liaman beings it will run more quickly and uiucli furtliei- ttiao will 
a deer or any other wild animal found in our forests. I have yet to 
meet one individual who will testify under oath that he knew of a 
single instance in which a blacli hear had, in this Commonwealth 
without provocation, attacked or injured human beings. There, of 
course, are instances where they have been compelled to put up 
battle for their lives or liberty. An old hen, or a mother grouse, or 
any little wild bird will defend itself or its young. A rabbit will, 
sometimes, bite a hand that is laking it from a box trap. Some 
bear may kill sheep or pigs. They may destroy some growing crops, 
but in my opinion the cases are so isolated as to amount to nothing. 
Some dogs will also kill sheej). and I firmly believe that dogs are 
really to blame for nine-tenths of the wrongs (hat are now charged 
to the bear. I know that many sheep are killed in counties, where 
there are no bear. I know too. that the hunting uf bear is much 
more arduous than deer hunting, and that when a bear is secured, 
an animal of greater value than a deer has been token. I think 
bear should be given additional pi-otectiun and its killing should not 
be permitted between January Ist and November lat of any year. 

AUTOMATIC GUNS. 

In my report of last year will be found the following: "The new 
act forbidding the use of the antomatic guns for the purpose <»f 
killing game in this Commonwealth seems to be a law in the right 
place, and is a very neteasary and beneficial measure. It takes the 
powei' to kill out of Ihe hands of many people, who are controlled 
only by their ability to slaughter. The claim that the daily or 
weekly bag limit is all that is necessary to secure good results, I 
know, and you know to be a farce. In many instances a measure ex- 
tremely hard to enforce, and one little respected by many hunters. 
The chief opponent to this bill is the man who has guns of this 
character to sell, and who wants all the profit that can be secured 
regardless of consequences in the future. There are men in every 
community, who claim to be gentlemen and sportsmen who even 
under present conditions kill everything possible, so long as they see 
avenues of escape from punishment to them as individuals. The 
result of their work in the extermination of game or of injury t» 
coming generations, receives no consideration at their bands. For 
instance, I have had reported to me this fall, that one man in the 
neighborhood of Harrisburg had boasted that he had wiped out an 
entire covey of qnail killing the last bird. This covey was the pro- 
geny of the quail imported by the Game Commission at the expense 
of the State from Alabama; and demonstrates what such men will do 
when they have the power to do it." 
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This statement I d^ire to reiterate aiid to nottf; you that on 
iJanuarj lllb, 1908, a warraQt waa isBued at the instance of some 
jKTBon or p(-r80D& to me unknown against one, Thomas McCoombs, 
a resident of Delaware county, charging a violation of the act for- 
bidding the use of the automatic guns in this State for the killing 
of game or wild birds. A verdict of guilty appears to have been 
rendered by the justice or alderman, who tried the case and the 
defendant was sentenced to pay the penalty imposed by law for 
fiaid offense. On January 11th of the same year, an appeal was 
taken to the Court of Quarter Sessions, and in February following 
arffument was heard before said Court. Who represented the side 
of the Btate I do not know. Whether the Commonwealth was 
represented at all I am unable to say. On April 25th, 1908, an 
opinion was banded down by that Court deciding the act unconstitu- 
tional upon the ground that the verdict below was a discrimination 
ugainst the makers of the automatic guns that deprived them of 
ecjual protection of the law guaranteed by the Constitution of the 
United States and of the State of Pennsylvania. The automatic 
trun 1 believe is made in Massachusetts. 

Immediately after this ruling of the Court in Delaware county 
lliis State and country was flooded with circular letters calling at- 
tention of the sportsmen and dealers to the fact that a Court of 
i'ennsylvania had pronounced this act unconstitutional. One of 
these circulars over the signature of the Treasurer of the company 
making this gun, calling attention to the before cited ruling and 
asked all persons who might be arrested for violating this act to, if 
possible, have the hearing continued until his Company could be 
notified. I received several copies of these circulars from parties in 
this State, who were anxious to understand the true situation, and 
one from far away California. I immediately took steps to carr.v 
this case to the Superior Court on appeal. In my answer to cor- 
respondents relative to this subject I claimed this defendant had 
been prosecuted at the instance of the manufacturers of this auto- 
matic gun; that a judgment had been secured without notice to th< 
Btate, and that I was tr^'ing to have the matter heard upon an 
appeal, so that it might be finally and definitely settled to the satis 
fa>;tion of all parties interested. Shortly afterwards I received a 
letter over the signature of some one who had added "President" to 
his name, and who wrote me that he, had read one of my letters in 
which 1 had accused his company of resorting to unfair methods in 
secnring this decision; that his company was the sole manufacturer 
of these guns, and that I had best refrain from making such charges 
in the future. Since the receipt of this letter, which I have either 
mislaid or lost, the second circular to which I above refer was found 
in wy mail and reads as follows: 
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M. HAETLY COMPANY, REMINGTON. 

SOLE REPRESENTATIVES OF THE UNION METALI^IC CART 
RIDGE CO., 

THE REMINGTON ARMS CO., 313-315 BROADWAY, 

New York, June 3, 1908. 
Dear Sir : 

(and concluding in the following words): 

"If there should, be any other arrestB of parties in the State of 
IVnnsylvania for osing the so-called antomatic shot gnn we hope 
the defendant will secare an adjournment and notify ue of the 
mailer at once. 

"Very truly yours, 

M. HARTLEY CO., 
"(Signed) G. W. JENKINS, 

"Treaeurer." 

1 need not comment to you upon the interest or connection of this 
Company to the case in question, but will report that it has been 
appealed, and will be argued before the Superior Court during the 
present month of November, 1908. A copy of the paper book upon 
the part of the appellant is now in my hands and is herewith at- 
tnthed. We await the ruling upon this subject and 1 will be con- 
trolled by your order regarding further appeal, if such a step be 
needed. This seems to be a most important case, involving as it 
does, a question of the right of the State to protect its game and 
its fish in such manner as to it may seem best, and the matter to my 
mind is one that should be thoroughly tested. For, if it be uncou- 
stitutional to say game may not he killed through the use of the 
automatic gun, because it interferes with the right of manufacturers, 
what is to prevent the use of other methods prohibited in the taking 
of game, or the use of spears or nets, etc., in the taking of fish, or 
even dynamite in the taking of fish. What is to become of our game 
and fish? 

GAME preserves! 

The three game preserves that have been created under the pro- 
Tielons of the act of 1905, appears to be serving the purpose in- 
tended, that of providing a haven of refuge, into which game and 
birds of all kinds protected by the laws of the Commonwealth can 
retreat and can find peace and rest at all times. We have carefully 
guarded these retreats during the past season and I am pleased to 
Bfly, that I know of no violation of the lay relative to these in- 
closures. Many men, who bad first opposed the setting apart->of 
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lliese section under tlie iin[iifHsiou tbat they would be used uc 
privalo liunting grounds for puHliciuus and their friends are now 
satisfied that the provision forbidding anv and all men to hunt 
thereon means just what it sajs and that the Game Ooramission will 
surely see to it, that all offenders, no matter who they may be shall 
be prosecuted. In my opinion there is no better way of increasing 
llie game conditions in this State than by this method, and I think 
the number of preserves in the Commonwealth should be increased 
as rapidly as possible. I am satisfied much better results can be 
sei'ured through the restocking of areas such as are now authorized 
and where absolute protection is given throughout tlie entire year, 
than can be secured through breeding piirtis or preserves in which 
game of various kinds might be raised in captivity for later distri- 
bution or through the purchase of game from the outside, or in any 
other way. I am satisfied that game of almost every variety will 
bived to better advantage in a wild state than in captivity, and that 
if it is protected from vermin through the method recommended in 
the circular "Save Our Birds" before referred lo, and from man 
through a conscieuctous enforcement of the law, a reasonable in- 
crease, is sure to follow. Inclement and unseasonable weather will. 
of course, affect the breeding of game in captivity quite as much, if 
nut more than in its wild stale, while disease is much more apt t<> 
lay its blighting hhadows on animals or birds in couflnement than 
where they are restricted in no way. So far as I have been able to 
learn the attempt to rear ruffed grouse or quail in captivity has not 
been crowned with any great measure of success, and that better 
returns are secured through the methods we have adopted. 

The vahic of these preserves is to-day being proven and tested in 
a manner not considei-ed at the time of their creation. .Vs yon are 
aware vast tracts of forest lands in this State have been 
burned over and destroyed by forest fires and game of all kinds has 
been driven into restricted territory, where were it not for souie- 
Ihing more than the ordinary game laws, it could and would be 
almost exterminated. Reports to me by those in charge of our pre 
serves show that game of all kinds, rabbits and squirrels perhaps 
excepted, driven from the surrounding territory by fire has con- 
gregated within the limits of our lines, has congregated within this 
city of refuge, where it will have peace and rest until such time when 
in tan again find food 8Ui)ply in the now devnsted sections. The 
protection of these preserves from fire has been a most serious 
proposition to all [Uirtles interested, one requiring the most strenous 
efforts possible upon the part of every man that could be mustered 
as a fire fighter by the Department of Forestry and to which Depart- 
t;unt too much credit cannot be given. As it is fully one-third of 
the Clearfield Preserve is reported destroyed. The fires in Clinton 



county for many days tlireatcDei] our prt^Bervea in that sectioD, and 
came wilhia a mile or so of our wire in many places. At some 
points it came nearer than that. The Franklin eounty preserve is 
Htill nuharmed. I hope to be ahle to guard these preserves this 
fal) so that nobody Bhall hunt therein, or shall be able to drive 
auimalK from within so that they can be killed outside. 

FOREST FIRES. 

Jt is not my province to touch in this report upon the subject of 
forest flres, excepting in so far as they may affect game and wild 
birdx. »in(l with these subjects in mind think we are to be congratu- 
lated upon the fact that these flres severe as they have been have 
raged in the fall, instead of in the spring when birds were either 
hatching or when the young of game of all kinds would have been 
too weak to have escaped the flumes. As it is, I believe, but little 
losri has ben sustained by either birds or game, excepting perhaps 
rabbits and squirrels; and that while not many of either of these 
last two named animals were actually burned to death because of 
their "bility to find safety either in the ground or in trees that were 
not burned, they must both suffer very materially. Many of them 
die because of thi; destruction of their food supply. This question 
of fovept flrOB is one requiring the most serious consideration, and 
their origin, as well as conditions that make them possible, should 
receive the most careful consideration. Many of these fires are re- 
portiMl to have been started through the carelessness of hunters. 
Th<;reforc, ihe remarks I have already made relative to the subject 
of opening the game season later than they are opened at the present 
time. Tue question of fairness or justice to any section of the 
State in the matter of when migratory g.ime may be or may not be 
killed, to my mind is not to be considered, when com)>ared with this 
question. If forestry is as im|M>rtant as it is claimed to be, it seems 
to me it is only an exercise of good judgment upon the part of the 
State to niinnimize the pi-obahility or the possibility of such fires by 
keepiu;; careless and re<-klc8s men out of the woods as much as 
p.tssible. t'onsidering, of course, the statement hereinafter made 
that hunting is of grave import to our National welfare. 

HUNTING. 

liunting I consider a National necessity, and not simply recrea- 
tion or pleasure. I hold that the .\merican Volunteer with limited 
dicipline and drill is the equal of any regular on the face of the 
Earth, ft'mpiy because of his home training, simply because he 
kniiwK before hand how to care for himself in the woods, on t)ie 
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watera, day or night, and knows how to care for hia gun. The 
State iii L-onstauUy expending large amounts of money for varione 
IiurpoBos, intended to benefit the people. Oood roads, forestry, fish, 
the ci'fatiou of purks, each one of them an incentive to outdoor 
t^xtTcise; pure air, better health and therefore belter citizenship. 
I fail to understand why the same treatment is not accorded sports- 
men. Th<> Forestry Department tells me the number of permits 
that wore issued last year were 435 and this year up to the 10th of 
Novuibt^r 463, lo hunters desiring to camp upon State lands, and 
that they average about seven men to the permit, making a total nf 
3,04S mr-n who camped upon State lands last year, and 3,241 for 
ltH)S. It '.» fair to assume that fully as many men have hunted or 
will hunt tliesi' lands without camping, going from their homes and 
returning the same day, or camping on adjoining lands and going 
on the State lands each day, making a total of 6,090 men, who last 
year, and 6,482 fur this year, hunted upon State lands atone. We 
believe that more than 100,000 men hunted upon lands others thaw 
State lauds during the past season, making an army of 106,000 and 
more men. 

Cciiside'ing this question of hunting in its many phases as a 
bulwark of defense in the time of need, as a source of recreation 
and forKetfuInees of business cares, followed by good health, and 
therefore, better citizenship; considering the amount of game 
secured as a food supply, the vast number of predatory birds and 
animals that are killed by sportsmen and the consequents value of 
beneficial birds thus protected, I cannot understand why an amount 
equal, to or at least, a fair proportion of the amount that ia given 
to other causes of no more importance should not be appropriated 
to the use of the man with the gun. 

THE UNNATURALIZED FOREIGN BORN RESIDENT. 

As I have repeatedly made report to you during the last number 
of years upon this subject, so I again reiterate that by far the 
greater number of cases of violation of our game laws reported to 
us during the past season, killing of game out of season, hunting on 
Sunday, killing song and insectivorous birds, is of wrongs done by 
the Dunaturalized foreign born resident of this State, mostly 
Italians. From every section of this Commonwealth the same 
conditions are reported. We have had notices printed in Italian 
and in Slavish language cont<aining the salient features of the game 
laws, and have thom posted everywhere in sections where these 
people are found. Sill the violations i"ontinue. As 1 have before 
made report that the news of an arrest of one of these people, with 
its consequent punishment, hardly travels beyond the limits of_^^e 
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camp in which the offender made his home. In the hope of, aB fai' 
as poBsible, taking away from these people the power to do wrong, 
belieying that many of them were thus violating our laws becanse 
they did not undergtaad either what the word "liberty" meant, often 
confounding it with "license" to do aB they please, and that they did 
not understand the laws of this Country, forbade the killing of all 
Bong and inBectivorous birdB by anyone, J bad a bill introduced in 
the Legislature of 1907, taking from thiB class of people the right 
to own or posscBs dre-arms in this State. That bill most un- 
expectedly to me met defeat. I feci that a second attempt along 
these same lines should be made, to have our Legislature under- 
stand the wrongs that are being done by these people, not only 
through the killing of our wild birds and game, but also through the 
many criminal actions accompliBhed only because they are in pOBi- 
tioD to so accomplish it. I am informed that allegience and pro- 
tection are reciprocal. In other words, that no one is entitled to 
protection, excepting in proportion to his allegience, and that the 
State has a right from a police standpoint to extend or deny 
privileges to men who arc not citizens of this Commonwealth. 
There should be some way of reducing the number of wrongs done 
by people of this class through the use of gune. I (eel perfectly 
satisfied that there is not a county in this Commonwealth in which 
these people have gathered to any great extent that has not had its 
costs through criminal actions multiplied time over time and with 
no compensating return to the State. 

HOUK CASE. 

On the second day of March, two years ago, one of our Wardens, 
Seely Hook, disappeared. On the 26th day of .\pril following his 
body was found in the Mahoning river loaded with stones. An 
examination showed that Mr. Houk had been foully murdered by 
some one, and I was directed by your body, and the then Governwr 
of this State, Hon. Samuel W. Pennypacker, to take this matter in 
hand, and if |>osBible, secure the conviction of the man or men who 
had consummated this outrage. I take opportunity at this time to 
report to you the conviction of one, Rocco Racca, the man BUBpected 
of the killing of Seely Houk at the very beginning, and also tbt 
establiBhment through the evidence produced at this trial of a fact 
beyond question that this man was aided and ^assisted in the com- 
mission of 4hiB murder by his brother-in-law, an Italian now in Italy. 
I desire to report to you that at the time of the trial ol this defendant 
the Commonwealth presented evidence, proving beyond the shadow 
of a doabt the existence of an organization founded in Italy more 
than 1,200 years ago and then known as the Order of Our Saviour, 



later knowu as the Mafia. That this oi-ganization waa formed for 
mutual protection of ile membi^rs and that mutual protection ex- 
tended to and covered them in the commission of any offense known 
to the law of any land, so long as the person wronged or injured is 
not a member of their organization. It was proven beyond a 
question of a doubt that this organization has spread to the United 
States and that there are many branches located in many parts of 
this Country, known in this Country to its members as the Order of 
Honor, and to tlie American as the Black Hand. The defendant him- 
self admitted that he was a member of the Mafia in Italy; that be 
organized a branch of the same body in Hilltowu, Ijawrence county. 
Pa. He admitted that he was arrested and tried six times in his 
own country for various offenses ranging from petty larceny to 
assault and t>attery with intent to kill. Upon the part of the 
(Commonwealth his record from Italy was introduced showing thai 
he had been arrested and convicted fhird'en times instead of six 
times. 

In this trial it was proven that Mr. Houk, our officer, killed a do^; 
belonging to this defendant; that when be learned his dog bad been 
shot, he said: '-Just as ray dog died in the woods, so shall this man 
die." That later on be saw Houk along the railroad beJow his 
house, that he and his brother-in-law immediately took their guns 
and sought a position in the woods, to which position Mr. Houk was 
attracted by the firing of one of the guns, That they laid behind 
trees and that when the officer came in range of one of them, the 
brother-in-law fired a charge of slugH into Houk, After he had 
fallen this man Kocixi Itacca sprang out. placed the muzzle of bin 
gun almost in Houk's mouth and blew away the back of his head. 
That he was left lying where he fell until after dark, when the body 
was carried across the embankment of the railroad and deposited iu 
the Mahoning river. That his rain coat was turned up over his head 
and loaded with stonex. so that the body could not float and that it 
so remained until the water of this liver had been n'duced in the 
Spring and so elear that tiie body was readily seen. It was proven 
that shortly after the killing of Honk, Rwco Racca was expelk-d 
from the organization for violation of some i>art of his oath relative 
to the treatment of other members. That immediately after this 
expulsion he set the wheels tn motion to force his reinstatement, 
and in doing this called together a number of the men known as the 
members of the first class. It was proven that these men were 
called and came to Kew Castle and Hilltown fi-ora points is New 
York State, from points iu Ohio, and from different points in Penn- 
sylvania. Showing beyond the question of a doubt, that the Mafia 
or Black Hand is well established iu at least three states in this 
Union. Some of these men came from New York City and from 



other far away points, and the defeiiduut was coiiipehed to pay ex- 
peases amounting to about fire luindreil dollars. This defendant 
biniHelf admitted in croBS-i^xaminatiou, lliat the mutual protection 
extended to members of this or(;anization covered the commission 
of an.v crime even that of murder, so long as the person wronged 
waa not a member of their organization. We hope to be able to 
pursue and punish the brother-in-law now a resident of Italy, but 
understand that tbei-e is no extradition treaty with Italy and that to 
secure his punishment we must have the evidence in this Country 
taken before a Commission and carried into Italy where the matter 
will be heard find decided by one of their judges. The attorney (or 
the defendant has filed reasons for a iiow trial, which I presume will 
be argued in due time, and that up«>n a refusal of the Court of a new 
trial the case perhaps will go to a hijfher Court or to the Board of 
Pardons. So that, while we have uuccessfully travelled a loun 
rough toad to secuw the }K>iut attained Ihe end is not yet reached. 
I give it to you, as it stands. 

8TATE POLICE. 

I cannot eomniend too highly the work of the men belonging to 
this organization or to urge ui>on you the necessity for increasing 
their force. While because of their extended duties covering many 
subjects I do not think it would be well to place the entire work of 
game protection in the hands of these men, as suggested by some, I 
have found their help of the very gi-eatest value to my wort, limilid 
even as their number are to-day and 1 can see far better benefits 
Ihrough the assistance that would come, if an increase of that force 
was secured. I sincerely hope the coming Legislalure will view 
this matter in the same light. 

FORESTKY. 

Upon this subject I reiterate what I have many times before said, 
that the work of this Department is of the very gravest and most 
serious value to this Commonwealth. Taking our game preserves 
and the forestry lands in Clinton county its an illustration I would 
say: This land, only through the motit strenuous exertions has 
been saved to that i>art of the county wherein it is located. Many 
thousauds of acres of land belonging to individuals has twen burned 
over and the growing timber destroyed. That entire portion of the 
county would have been burned over had the land not belonged to 
the State of Pennsylvania, and had not the fires been fought in all 
directions by men in the State's employ and by men who were called 
to their aid through authority given by the State. It seems to me 



that if oeTcr before a practiral illustratioD of the beneOt to be 
flecured through Statf ownvfBhip has been ^Ten to the peoi^e. It 
Kcems to me that if never before the eportHmen of that region ahonld 
and will appreciate the value of forestry ownerehip and of the crea- 
tion of a preserve in which game can t>e saved at all times within 
that preaerre. 

HIGH POWER GUNS. 

I am in receipt of numerous complaints concerning the dangerB 
arising from the use of the high power guns. The anguments being 
that because of thick undergrowth in Pennsylvania the hunter is 
not often able to see game or secure a shot at a greater distance 
than at which black powder would be effective and that therefore 
the use of high power guns in uunecessary. While we have been to 
a great extent relieved of danger to human life through the pas- 
sage of the law compelling deer hunters to look before they shoot, 
there is still serious daof^er threateued by the use of this gun, and 
It should be prohibited in Pennsylvania. I give yon this also as a 
subject under discnssiou by hunters and one upon which there may 
possibly be bills presented at the next session of the Legislature. 

WORK OF THE GAME COMMISSION. 

I feel that considerable has been accomplished by the Game Com- 
mission during the year Just passed, more through the education of 
the people, along correct lines, than from any other cause. There 
are many defects in the now existing laws that should be corrected. 
It has been my constant and persistent effort since I was called to 
flU the position I occupy to prevent even the semblance of persecu- 
tion or unjust prosecution by any officer of the Commonwealth, 
under our control, and to especially prevent such persecution or 
prosecution for the purpose of collecting revenue. Some instances 
have occurred in spite of my endeavor to the contrary. I have re- 
called the commission of several men during the past year, whose 
work appeared to indicate that their purpose was directed more tu 
the collection of dollars for their own profit than to the enforce 
ment of the game laws, because of the value of bird life to the 
people. One of the especially erroneous features of the present 
law appears to be the method of transmitting penalties collected to 
the State Treasury. Under the present law money now collected 
under this head unless the prosecutor is a game protector go the 
county treasurers of the county in which the conviction was secured, 
and from there to the State Treasurer. This office is in no way ap- 
prised of the prosecution or conviction. Thns making possible all 



manner of fraadQl«nt actioDB npon the part of those who desire to 
either defeat joBtice or defraud the State. 

For instance, a man kills a deer in violation of the law and 
fearing arrest goes to his friend, a justice of the peace, or an alder- 
man, confesses to the officer and sajs, make no record of tbis thing 
anless some one raises the question. If the; do then of course, I 
will pay the one-half of the penalty as fixed by law. The 
other half belongs to me as the informer or fwosecutor. If no 
claim is made within the year the time fixed by law during which a 
prosecution might he brought, I will be entirely reliered and will 
have nothing to pay. Again the holding of moneys by justices for 
one cause or another has frequently come to my notice. Once I was 
compelled to cause the arrest of an alderman before he would pay 
over to the county treasurer the penalty I knew were in his posses- 
sion. In another county I was compelled to write several letters to 
a county treasurer before he, as directed by law surrendered the 
money belonging to the State, that I knew was in his hands. So I 
might ilUistrafe through many instances, the possible wrongs that 
come through existing laws. By saying that all convictions should at 
once he reported to the Game Commission at Harrisburg, and that 
all penalties thus collected should be at once returned to said Gawi- 
Commission at Harrisburg, this feature would be entirely overcome, 
as the present law now compels this Board to make frequent reports 
to the State Treasurer of money coming into its hands. I am satis- 
fied that much annoyance and many dollars would be save through 
such a procedure. To materially assist us in our work of educating 
the people I think it would be well to issue bulletins that may to us 
seem best upon such subjects as may bear upon our work. 

REC-VPITULATION. 

Because of the great value of the dove to agriculture as a de 
stroyer of noxious seeds and the fact that their increase is limited 
to but two a year for each pair of adult birds, and the further fact 
that because of its being classed as a game bird its species is 
rapidly being decreased and will soon be exterminated. I feel that 
this bird should be returned to the list of birds given absolute pro- 
tection in this Commonwealth. 

Because of the serious loss to the State through foj-est fires, many 
of which were undoubtedly started by reckless and careless hunters 
and boys, and the fact too, that the value to all the people of the 
property destroyed including game through these said forest firef. 
far exceeding any value that might be secured by hunters or any 
right to take game of any kind, at any time. 1 would suggest that 
hunters as far as possible be kept out of the woods during that time. 



when oar forests are usually dry, or uutil the probability of fall rains 
have reduced at least this dauger to a minimuni, say from the first 
of January to the first of November. 

Because of apparent changes in our seasous aad the fact that cold 
weather with winter Btorms appear to be eomiog later in the fall 
than in years past and the fact that about the only privilege enjoyed 
at this time by the sportsmen and that could not be enjoyed under a 
later opening of the season, is the killing of woodcock and the further 
fact that only a part of the ^tate would be so affected by a change 
in the law and that this splendid game bird is rapidly nearing 
extinction I would suggest that the season for all game, excepting 
wild water fowl, and shore birds, be open on the first day of Norem- 
ber. 

Because of the great wrongs committed not only through the 
killing of birds, but other wrongs against the peace and welfare of 
onr Commonwealth at the hands of the unnaturalized foreign bom 
residents through the use of gnns, I feel the bill presented to the 
last Legislature through which we attempted to take from this class 
of people, either the right to own or possess a gun in this Common- 
wealth should again be presented to the coming Legislature and 
every effort be put forth to secure its passage. 

Because of the great benefit to the Commonwealth and the Station 
derived through hunting in that recreation, exercise and experience 
thus secured tends to better health, normal and physical, and there- 
fore to better citizenship. In view of the fact that the more able 
our young men are to ca«> for themselves, either by day or by night 
in our fields, in our forests or on the waters, and the more proficient 
they become in the handling of firearms, especially in their power to 
shoot straight the better soldiers tUey make, in view of the fact 
that oar National hope, our bulwark of defense in the time of 
trouble from within as well as from without is the American Volun- 
teer, to-day with limited discipline and drill the equal of any regular 
on the face of the Earth. In view of the fact that a Nation of hunters 
is always a Nation of accurate shooters, and that the reverse is always 
a most serious menace to success in the time of war, — I cite the late 
conflict in South Africa, the ability of Jackson's men to shoot at New 
Orleans, and the efficiency of our Pennsylvania troops, known as the 
Bucktails, — in the civil war, as example. — I feel that this State owes 
it to itself, owes it to its sportsmen who handle guns to generously 
supply an incentive to hunt in the shape of game. The importance 
of which to my mind means more than good mads, or fish, or parks, 
or Slate fairs or even forestry itself without game. An appropria- 
tion to my mind should be made for the purpose of restocking the 
State with such game as can be purchased. 

i:q,t7ednyG00t^lc 
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Because of the splendid work doue by the Btate Police in our line 
of work within the Commonwealth, and the great help given the 
cause of game protection through the presence of these men in a 
community, aa well as through their energetic positive actions, I 
would like very much to see this force increased, ao that a detail of 
at least ten men might be ordinarily located in each county of the 
Commonwealth. 

Last but not least, I think it would be well to codify the game 
laws of this Commonwealth, placing all under a single title and place 
therein the many acts that are found on the statute books relating 
to game and wild birds, and which attend to annoy and confuse, 
rather than benefit. 

FINANCIAL STATMENT. 
I desire to state to you at this time that the condition existing at 
the time my last report to you was made through which by a rujing 
of the Auditor General it was considered that the appropriation 
given to us by the Legislature could only be used and applied to 
certain purposes, has been relieved through an opinion of the At- 
torney General reversing the decision of the Auditor General and 
giving us our money to use as we desire the purpose of game protec- 
tion. These rulings were based upon the interpretation of the words 
contained in the general appropriation bill relating to the Game 
Commission. The Auditor General indicated at the time his ruling 
was made that he was perfectly willing to accept the interpretation 
that might be placed upon this section by the office of the Attorney _ 
General. Through the ruling of the Attorney General, we have been 
able to satisfy all of the claims of outstanding attorneys, to pay 
claims upou us for detective work in ferreting out the murder of 
Beely Houk and in other matters. Our debts of all classes are paid, 
and we have so handled the funds at our command as not to any 
serious degree affect our work outside. Every dollar collected since 
the bill directing such moneys to be turned over to the State 
Treasury has been so turned over. Our books as hereto lay upon 
the table and are open to public iaspection upon any subject at all 
times. 

Respectfully submitted, 

JOSEPH KALBPU8, 

Becretary of the Board of Oame OommiBBiooers. 
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FINANCIAL STATEMENT. 



Prom June lut, 1907 to November Ist, 1908. 



Firet Quarter of appropriation: 
JoDO 1st, 1907 to December 20, 1907. 

Dr. 

To general appropriation, f3,000 00 

To balance in propagating fund, 1,662 99 

To fines and coete collected, 2,666 30 

To fines to use of Game Commiesion 

colleoted prior to Joue iBt, 120 00 

To fines returned from fieli case, by mis- 
take, 25 00 



f 7,464 29 



Cr. 

B; protectors expenses, and per diem 

services, ^,289 10 

By office expenses, — postage, express and 

janitor, merchandise not on scbedale,. . 668 72 

By attorney fees, 201 00 

By one-balf fines returned to prosecutors, 842 60 

By fines deposited in State Treasury for 

nse of Commonwealtb, 1,371 82 

By expenses on preserve account, 959 27 

6,332 41 

Balance cash on hand, |1,131 88 



Fines in cash balance to be deposited in 

State Treasury, $340 16 

Balance in preserve account, 703 72 

General appropriation account overdrawn, 158 82 

'Goot^le 



In the amoun't coveriDg office expenses is an item of f400.00 cover- 
ing postage for mailing 10,000 game )aw pamphleti. 

Second Qnai'ter of appropriation: 
December 20, 1907, to April 1st, 1908. 

Dr. 

To general appropriation, |3,000 00 

IVt balance in preserve account 703 72 

To fines and costs on hand, 340 16 

To fines and costs collected, 863 84 

To Anes on baud collected prior to June 

Ist, 1907, 85 00 



Or. 

By protectors expenses and per diem 

serrices, f2,550 75 

By office expenses, — postage, express and 

janitor, 63 96 

By overpaid costs retnrned, 2 50 

By attorney fees, 150 00 

By one-balf fines returned to prosecutors. 310 00 
By amount of fines deposited in State 

Treasury for use of Commonwealth,. . . . 797 34 

By expense on preserve account, 81 45 

By. amount overdrawn first quarter on 

general fund, 158 82 



Balance, cash on hand, . 



Amount of fines in casta balance to be 

deposited in Btate Treasury, {235 75 

Balance in preserve fund, 622 27 



f4,9ft2 72 



Through the system of depositii^ fines in State Treasury, certain 
moneys were deposited out the general fund, which makes our ac- 
count overpaid out to the amount of $65.12 which amount is lost to 
the use of the Commission. ( " -. -n I > 
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Tbird Quarter of approprintion : 
April l8t, 1908, to July 25tb, 190S. 

l>r. 

To general apppoi>riation, -. fa,00O 00 

To balance in preserve account, 622 27 

To balance of flues from laet quarter on 

hand, 235 75 

To fines and costs collected, 723 15 

To licensea and eertificates, (iO 00 



Cr. 

By protectors expenses and per diem 

services, |2,559 68 

By office expenses, — postage, express and 

janitor, 110 04 

By attorney fees, 347 00 

By amount overdrawn last quarter, 65 12 

By one-half fines returned to prosecutors, 208 80 
By fines and costs deposited in State 

Treasurj-, 646 20 

By expenses on preserve account 204 40 

Balance cash on hand, 

Balance in preserve account, (417 87 

Fines and costs for dei^sit in State 

Treasury on hand 156 60 

Amount overdrawn on general fund 74 54 



Fourth Quarter of appropriation : 

July 2oth, 1908 to November 10th, 1908. 

Dr. 

To general appropriation, |3,000 00 

To balance in preserve fund, 417 87 

To amount of fines on hand from last 

quarter, 156 60 

To amount of flues and coats collected 2,627 27 

To certificate fees 25 00 

To cash paid out and returned on over- 

paid^ccounts, ,.,,.,,,,,,.• 3 47 



*^*lSjtM 



Or. 

By protectore expense and per diem 

Bervices, |2,65B 99 

By office ezpeoBee, — postage, express and 

janitor, 88 02 

Bj attorney fees, 260 OO 

By amount overdrawn on general fund,. . 74 "■* 
By one-half oT fines returned to prosecn- 

tors, 644 63 

By amount of fines and costs deposited in 

State Treasury, 2,132 74 

By expenses on preserve account 109 72 

• 15,965 64 

Balance cash on band {263 57 

Balance in preserve fund |308 15 

Amount overdrawn, paid out on general 

fund, 78 55 



P. S. All money paid out are accounted for to tbe Auditor 
General in vouchers taken and turned over to that office, audited and 
approved before each quarterly allowance is drawn. 
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REPORT 



BOARD OF GAME COMMISSIONERS. 



To Hia Excellency, Edwin S. Stuart, Governor of PennBylvania: 

Sir: In compliance with the Iilw of this State, we hereby reepect- 
fallj submit to .vou our report of the work done through and under 
our direction during thi" year intervening between December first, 
1908, and December first, 1909; and that you may more thoroughly 
understand the situation attach hereto and make a part of thia paper 
the Report of our Secretary to us for the same period. 

From what we have been able to gather from this and other re- 
ports made to us and from personal examination made in differ^it 
parts of the State, we feel satisfied that song and insectiverons birds 
of all kinds classed as wild-birds other than game birds, are increas- 
ing in the State, and that the benefit to the Commtmwealth through 
this increase from an economic point of view is most marked. We 
feel that game birds of all kinds, including quail, are more numerous 
than for years past, and that game quadrupeds, such as deer, bear, 
and rabbits are inci-easing in numbers, in that territory on which 
they were found last year and in many instances are found in sec- 
tions whereon, prior to this time, they had apparently been exter- 
minated, thereby supplying in this manner an incentive for exercise 
and recreation that can he furnished in no other way ; an experience 
in camp life, in handling and caring for firearms that is of very great 
value to the men of all ages who indulge in it. 

The peace and rest given the wild bird and game through the ab- 
sence of forest fires during the past year has been a very great factor 
towards this increase of game and wild-birds and we feel that the 
work done by the Department of Forestry deserves special mention at 
(8) L... ..I ,Gi.)Oglc 



oar hands. In out opinion many of the young wild-birds and animals 
are destroyed by spring forest flres, more than by many other cansee 
combined. The food supply of such creatures is also entirely cut oS 
npou the burned territory, resulting very frequently in the atarration 
of the individual that may escape tbe flames. 

The subject of game and bird protection, is one that at this time 
seems for various i-easons to attract considerable attention from all 
classes throughout the State. The benefit derived by the State from 
the life work of our wild birds of all descriptions, appears to extend 
from planting time lo away beyond harvest, really in many instances 
going far beyond tlie application of a product to what might well be 
termed its final purpose. Worms, for instance, frequently destroy 
timber well seasoned in every respect and made up into buildings, 
ships, furniture, and other articles of commerce. The life work of the 
bird affects these things from beginning to end. Tbe game bird carry- 
ing in addition, a value derived in its taking such as recreation, ex- 
ercise and experience in tbe field and in the camp, that cannot be 
computed, and that is not realized by those who do not indulge in 
hunting. We feel that we cannot go too far in the protection ex- 
tended to our wild birds of all descriptions. 

We find the enactment of a law is one thing and its enforcement 
another, that one of the greatest reiiuisites to the success of a com- 
pulsory law, is public opinion, this, we feel, is with us in this State, 
not only that of the sportsmen, with whom tbe idea of game and 
bird protection originated, but that of all classes who give the ques- 
tion the slightest thought, and niost especially is this the fact with 
those who are engaged in agricultural pursuits, who have come to 
realize the value of the living bird to them and that the question of 
bird protection is just nf. much a question of dollars and cents, as is 
that of cultivation, fertilization or any other adjunct to a profitable 
crop. 

We are of the opinion that our law pertaining to this subject, is, 
in many of its features, all that is necessary, and that through proper 
effort in its enforcetiiont, much good can be accomplished. 

Our oflflcers apjiear to be acting cautiously and carefally, con- 
sidering the rights of the jieople, and refraining in every instance 
from pnisecution that might be unfair and unjust, or that might re- 
sult in placing unnecessary costs upon a county. 

We desire to iiujire^s ujion your Excellency the fact, that the 
amount of money expended by Hie tiame Commission for the two 
years ending with the firet day of June, 1909, was less than fSOO per 
year for each c<iunty of the Commonwealth, this amount covering all 
expenses incurred, including services of offtcei's, traveling expenses, 
attorney fees, jiay for detective services, and every other expense at- 
tached to the work allotted to us. 



We had appropriated to our use bv the Legislature of 1909 the some 
aoionnt given ue by the previous Legislature, and are keeping our ex- 
I>eDse8 well within that allowance. 

We have already since June 1, 191)9, und up to this date, turned 
into the State TreaBury, for tlie use of the Commonwealth the sum 
of ys,633.05, the same beiug but f2,311.95 less than the amount al- 
lotted to our use by the State during the same time. 

We feel that our work has resulted in a vast increase of useful bird 
life belonging to that class known as song and inseetiverous birds, the 
value of whose life-work cannot be estimated. 

That the increase of beneficial mammal life is most marked. 
That a most decided increase of birds and mammals classed as game 
has been secured, therefore, an increased Incentive to recreation and 
exercise in pursuit of sucli game. 

That a food supply aggregating many hundred of tons has been 
produced. 

That a decided decrease of both birds and mammals classed as 
preditory bas been secured, meaning an increased peace to domestic 
fowls as well as to the wild birds of our Commonwealth. 

That a saving to the State from loss through forest fires that can- 
not be expressed in words and figures hns been secured. 

That protection to onr farmers through the limiting of that time 
during which men may use guns has been secured. 

In the protection of sheep, cattle, horses and other property through 
the prescription of dogs. 

And especially through the disaruiing of the unnaturalized foreign 
bom resident, have brought peace and rest to all wild life in the 
State, and created conditions of well being in our several counties 
that could not have been secured in any other way. 

Hes)»ect fully submitted, 

JAMES H. WORDEN, 

President. 
CHARLES B. PENROSE, 
JNO. M. PHILLIPS. 
0. K. SOBER, 
ARTHUR CHAPMAN, 
Board of Game Co mm ins loners. 
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REPORT OF THE 

CHIEF GAME PROTECTOR 

TO THE 

GAME COMMISSION 



STATE OF PENNSYLVANU FOR THE TIME INTERVENING BETWEEN NOVEMBER lit. 
1908, AND THIS DATL 



HarriHbiirg, I'a., December 1st, IdOJt, 
To the Honorable Board of (Jame Coiniiiissioiiers of Pennsylvania: 

Gentlemen : 1 berewilh submit to y<iu my i-eixirt of work done per- 
sonally and tbrongh my direction during the time intervening be- 
tween the Ist day of November, 1908, and the 1st day of December, 
1909. This report considers and includes the work done by the 
Game Protectors, Deputy Game Protectors and Special Deputy Game 
Protectors connected with this office; the work of the State Police, 
and others interested. 

I am satisfied from personal observation and inquiry and from writ- 
ten reports received from the several officers connected with this 
office, and others, that game of all kinds, and wild birds other than 
game-birds received better protection during the year just past than 
ever before in this State. That because of this condition our game 
birds, including quail, our song and insectiverous birds have mater- 
ially increased. One report received from the neighborhood of 
Presque Isle, Erie county, says : "You may be interested to know that 
small land migrants, such as late warblei-s, thrushes, robins and 
crown sparrows fairly swarm. J never saw such numbers before," 
Another from Huntingdon coimty says : "The territory covered by Mr. 
Swope and upon which he killed so much vermin last year is fairly 
alive with wild birds other than gamo-liirds. We never had so many 
birds before. GoOqIc 

(7) ^^ 



Game-birds appear to have increased very materially in many sec- 
tions of the Commonwealtli. Kutfed-grouse are more plentiful than 
the apparent scarcity of old birds last fall and spring gave promise 
of. One peculaiity of this increase is that the great majority of the 
grouse killed Beems to be male birds, fully nine-teoths of all the birds 
I hare seen this fall were cock birds. In one instance but one bird 
out of fifteen killed by one person was a female biitl ; in another in- 
stance but one out of nine killed was a female bird. I killed Ave my- 
selfj one of which was a female. I have seen perhaps one hundred 
tliat were killed this fall, and more than ninety of them were cock 
birds. I have talked with many men from different sectiouB of the 
Btate, and receive the same report from all directions. This is a 
peculiar condition, and I call it to your attention. 

Turkeys have had a good hatching season, and in sections of the 
State where they are found at all, are more plentiful than usual. 
Quail appear to have increased all over the State, and in some sec- 
tions appear to be quite plentiful. This applies especially to south- 
western Pennsylvania, where 1 am informed more quail were found 
at the opening of the season, October 15th, than for many years. 
There is no doubt whatever about a very material increase of deer, 
bear and rabbits, in that territory where they are located, except the 
territory swept by forest fires last fall, where the food supply was de- 
stroyed, and as a consetjueuce every rabbit upon that territory 
starved to death. I traversed thousands of acres of such lands this 
fall and found it without animals of this kind, not one track or sign of 
working could be foimd. Through this increase of game we feel that 
an incentive to outdoor exercise and recreation is supplied that can- 
not be secured through any other process. An experience in camp 
life, in the handling and caring for fiiearms is secured that is of very 
great worth to our citizens, wlio indulge in bunting, through which 
they, as individuals, secure better health, and are, therefore, better 
fitted to fill the place allotted to each in his respective community. 

The protection secured to female deer in this State has resulted, 
as was expected, in a decided increase of deer that has to a more 
or less extent ci'owded the lands upon which deer were found when 
this law was passed and caused an overflow in the surrounding ter- 
ritory upon which deer have not bcou seen for many years. Deer have 
been seen and killed this fall in Hoctiiins of the State where no wild 
animals of this kind had been seen for a decade. In one section a doe 
and two fawns were seen fully forty miles from what heretofore had 
been recognized as the deer country. Simie does have been killed in 
violation of law, but not many. Up to this hour I have not heard of 
the killing or icoiindinff of (»ic huiiinii briny in mistake for deer; I 
have heard of some accidents. I have also heard of two or three men 
being shot in mistake for wild turkeys. The fact that no men hwre 



been killed or wounded in tuistnke for deer, to my mind, fully justifies 
the enactiiient of this law that limited the killing of deer to a male 
deer with visible boms and should iusur« its continuance. Although 
I am compelled to report to yon that I hear considerable feeling exists 
in different parts of the Slate against this before-mentioned provi- 
sion, in some sections prevailing to such an extent as to render 
efforts to enforce the law extremely difficult, to say the least. This in 
face of facts and data relative to the killing of men in States where 
does can be killed indiscriminately with biuks that is appaling; for 
instance, data collected by the Biological Survey at Washington last 
year shows that eiykteen men were killed and scoeml times that nuTn- 
ber mounded, not accidentally, hut in mistake for deer, during the 
deer season of 1908. These men were killed and wounded in five 
States wherein male and female deer could be killed indiscriminately ; 
while not one human being was killed in niite States wherein the 
killing of female deer was prohibited. In Maine where male and 
female deer could be killed alike, and only one bull moose could be 
killed, the season for deer and moose being flxed at different times, 
not one man was killed or injured in mistake for moose; while several 
men were killed and still more wounded during the deer season. 
\Vhat the deaths and injuries will foot up to this year from this cause 
I do not know, but fi-om the information already at band, I gi-eatly 
fear the totals will exceed the number that were kilted and injured 
last year. 

It has for many years been a fixed idea with me that hunting and 
fishing was not simply a waste of time, but was instead the taking 
of exercise and recreation that was necessary to fit men, both physi- 
cally and mentally, to meet the requirements of their everyday battle 
with the world; in other words, meaning simply, better health and 
therefore better citizenship. I also maintain that hunting, especially, 
ie a national necessity, as the experience secured through this recra- 
tion fits our young men to understand and handle firearms success- 
fully; it teaches them self-reliance in the woods, or on the waters, and 
fits them for army-life in a way that nothing else can possibly do. To 
some men, and I believe the majority of men who hunt, the sight of 
game in the woods, or the possibility of seeing such game and a chance 
to study it with the opportunKy to make a limited kill, is incentive 
enough to cause them to go hunting; while to others the desire to 
kill and slaughter everything that preaenl-s itself ])revail8, this latter 
class loosing sight of all besides the desire to secure a full return in 
meat for the money expended, and it is only fair to say that many 
who feel this way are good citizens, and believe they are right in their 
opinion. Under another beading I desire to further touch upon this 
subject. 

The new Act relative to game ^irotection signed by our Governor 
apon the Ist day of May, li)09, is to my mind a very great improve- 
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meat up«iii former laws, and was in its oriti;iiial form as passed upon 
by the Uaiue CommisHiim and pi-esented to the L^islature a Btill 
greater iinppovement. The idea of opening the season for wild tur- 
key and quail upon the Int dny of November and continuing that sea- 
son for one month only, as nnggested l)y tiie (junie Commission seems 
to me to be a decided improvement upon the present law from the 
standpoint of sportxmauship, or game protection, or forestry protec- 
tion, and for many other reasons. To my mind it would have been a 
much better exerciwe of judgment to have opened the season for all 
game upon the Isl day of November, having a fixed and uniform sea- 
son rather than to have fixed the date of oi»ening as has been done, 
upon the 15tL day of October, when the bushes are thick, when the 
birds are young, and ciinNe<]uently smaller and unable to care for 
themselves as they would I>e able to do two or three weeks later. 
This applies to ruffe<l-groHse in every section of the State, also to 
woodcock in fully three-fourths, if not more, of the counties of this 
Commonwealth. I think it must tie admitted that in some of our 
northern counties a season opening later than October 15(h would 
not present the same opportunity for killing woodcock, grouse and 
squirrel that would be jiresented by the opening of the season upon 
that date, but it also seems to me that it was especially unreasonable 
and unfair to sportsmen in the great majority of the counties of this 
State to open the season for wild turkey, none of which are found in 
our northern tier of counties, and for (piail, few of which are found 
in said counties, fully fifteen days earlier than the sportsmen of 
southern Pennsylvania feel should have been, this date being fixed 
simply because of a desire to se*-ure a uniform season. 

These changes in the bill as passed upon by the Game Commission 
was made in the committee of the House over my most earnest and 
continued protest; really at one time this opening of the season for 
ruffed -grouse, woodcock and squirrel had been fixed fop October 1st, 
and it was only by tlie most sti-enuous arguinent and entreaty that I 
was able to have it changed to the IStli. Some of the changes as 
made by this Committee were effected without the knowledge of your 
Secretary, and therefore through an oversight upon my part, were 
pennittwl to pass unchallenged, I refer especially to that feature of 
the bill as presented by the Game Commission that removed the dove 
from the list of game-birds in this State, that which prohibited the 
shooting of quail when they were bunched upon the ground, that lim- 
iting the number of bear that might be killed by one person in one 
season and that feature giving absolute protection to the Htmgarian 
quail for a period of four years; those particular features were 
stricken out by some one in the Conmiittee of the House without the 
knowledge of the majority of that Committee and entirely escaped 
my notice until it was too late to even attempt to have the corrections 
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made One of the menibei-s of the Coiniuittee who was especially 
energetic in changing and nltering the hill as presented by the Game 
Commission was heard to remark that if the Game Commission would 
attend to their own hnBiness, the members of the House would have no 
trouble whatever in passing a bill that would at least suit the people 
of his section of the State. 

THE EAGLE AND THE BUZZARD. 

These two birds were taken oflf the protected list of the bill as 
presented by the Game Commission at the request of Dr. Leonard 
Pierson, late deceased, who was at that time State Veterinarian, 
who called at our office and said: "In my opnion it is entirely wrong to 
give further protection to these birds in this State, both of which 
feed upon carrion." He said : "We have just passed through a seige of 
hoof and mouth disease, costing the State many thousands of dollars. 
An animal might die of this or any other infectious or contagious 
disease; the carcass is hauled to the woods or fields and a spread of 
the trouble thus invited. It is possible for either the eagle or the 
buzzard to spread any infectous or contagious disease over many 
counties inside of twenty-four hours, that it was time that civilized 
people bury their dead, and I earnestly in my official capacity, pro- 
test against the protection accorded these two birds," I made it my 
duty to investigate this phase of the question to considerable length 
and talked with several scientists upon the subject, all of whom, with- 
out exception, indorsed the idea advanced by Dr. Pierson. So the 
change was made. 

WILD PIGEONS. 

I am assured from several directions that that wild pigeons in 
flocks numbering from three or four, to several hundred, have been 
seen this fall in this Commonwealth. Several small flocks were re- 
jiorted from lyancaster county, several small bunches were seen in 
Dauphin county, and some large llocks seen in Crawford and adjoin- 
ing counties. I am assured that the gentleman reporting these birds 
know the difiference between wild pigeons and doves. One gentle- 
man from Lancaster county said: "I stood close to a flock of these 
birds feeding on acorns in an oak thicket: I have killed thousands of 
I'igeons in my time, and am sure the birds I saw at this time were 
wild pigeons." Another from the same county said: "I was in my 
lioat on the river and saw a small bunch of these birds coming toward 
me, T had a good view of them as tliey passed and know they were 
wild pigeons and not doves; I saw this same flock several times, or 
saw several flocks of about the same size. I looked at them carefully." 
One gentleman from Dauphin county said: "I run a stationary engine 
in the lower end of the county, and one daj', a bunch of wild pigeons 
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ultghted OD a dead tree, but a few yards from the building; in which I 
was engaged; they were feeling in a field nearby and flew from the 
tree to the ground and back several times, remaining in that nelgh- 
boorhood the greatei- part of an entire day. Oh yes! I know what a 
wild pigeon is and looking at these birds through the window I dis- 
tinctly saw three big cock birds with their red breasts. I have not 
seen a wild pigeon before in thirty years," One gentleman from 
Crawford county gaid: "I know what wild pigeons are and have netted 
thousands of them in my time, and am snre I saw a Qock of at least 
three hundred this fall, they were flying high, at least out of gun shot, 
hut still near enough for me to see and know them, they were fiying 
as they used to fly thirty years ago, they were not doves. I know what 
I am talking about; 1 have not seen a wild pigeon before for many 
years." So that it api>eara that there is something more in this mat- 
ter than simple guess woi-k, and I only hope these reports are correct, 
I rejKjrt the matter to you. 

PRIVATE GAME PRESERVES. 

That feature of tlie recent act entirely new to the game law of this 
Commonwealth, relating to the control, killing and the sale of game 
raised in preserves and shipped from said places of confinement with- 
out having been first released in our forests at large, seems to meet 
with the approval of the majority of those who are interested in the 
subject of game protection, and who have given this particular phase 
a fair consideration. The principle trouble that may possibly occur, 
it seems to me, will be that of keeping game thus killed in private 
preserves distinctly separate and apart from game of like kind that 
may be killed in our open forests, but, as the only kind of game that 
ran poxsibly be raised to advantage within preserves in this State, 
that is also found at large in our forests, will be deer, it seems to me 
there should be no particular trouble relative to the matter. I here- 
with submit to you with this rejiort, a tag which we have drafted and 
considered suited to secure the end desired. This new departure 
seems to me to be desirable for several reasons: It makes profitable 
(he nsp of wild lands that could not be used for any other purpose; It 
ih to the interest of those owning or controlling preserves of this kind 
to see to it that lands both within and adjoining their enclosure shall 
be absoluti'ly protected fi'oui forest fii-es: It means an increase of 
healthful food at fair prices secured by competition within our own 
State; it reduces the incentive of high prices to the market hunter 
and thus rainimuniizes the possibility of the killing of this particular 
species of wild game for sale; it also opens a way through which the 
State IK enabled to purchase, at fair jirices, deer for the restocking of 
such places as may be selected; taken altogether, I see only profit 
and beuefit to the State through the addition of this feature to our 
new law. 



PUBLIC 8KNTIMENT. 

As I have repeatedly asserted, I believe that the succeus of an; effort 
in the line of game or bird protection depends to a very marked de- 
gree upon the support given that measui-e by the public, and consider 
that laws of this kind should be made as reasonable and plain as possi- 
ble considjering the exegenties of the occasion. I believe that these 
laws as made should be inteii)reted as liberally as possible, and in all 
cases justice should be tempered with mercy, thus securing ubservauce 
through respect for the law, rather that through fear of penalties im- 
posed by that taw. 

I am pleased to report that this new game law passed by our rei-ent 
Legislature is considered to be plain and reasonable in most of its 
provisions, and has the indorsement of the great majority of our peo- 
ple, and especially those provisions giving additional protection to our 
wild birds other than game-birds. I am pleased to report to you that 
this question of wild bird preservation is being considered to an here- 
tofore unheard of degree in many sections of the State, especially in 
our public schools, and that children as well as grown people are 
learning to protect and to preserve, rather than to harrass and de- 
stroy the birds that may come into their neighborhood. In many 
sections our people both young and old are building and placing 
houses for martins, blue birds and wrens, and for all other birds that 
will occupy them, and are giving additional protection to those wild 
birds such as the roliin, woodpecker, the cat bird and many kinds of 
beneficial sparrows, the meadow lark, the cookoo and other kinds of 
birds that build their nests outside of artificially prepared homes, 
yet still are within the zone of stone-throwing boys. The destruction 
of birds' nests as indulged in some years ago, seems to be absolutely 
done away with and while we feel that the great majority of the viola- 
tions of the game laws are, in one way or another, reported to us, the 
robbing of birds' nests is but seldom heard of, so that we feel there 
ih but little of it. I frequently hear that portion of the new law that 
forbids the licensing of men who desire to take birds, their nests and 
their ^gs, except to a prescribed few. and for educational purposes 
only, most highly recommended. All of these conditions, as a natural 
consequence resulting in a decided increase of our bird-life, 

UNNATTTHALIZED FOREIGN BORN RESIDENTS. 

The act of May 8tli, 1909, forbidding unnaturalized foreign bom 
residents to hunt or shoot or even own a gun in this Commonwealth 
appears to have the almost unnnimous siipjiort of those of our native 
population who have given this matter consideration. When gims 
were in the hands of this class of people, tliey were constantly killing 
oar game and our wild birds other than game-liirds, both in season 
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and out of »ea»o]i and esiiei-iallj' on Sunda.v, absolutely i-egardiess of 
our laws. We have had a number of cases I'eported wliere these 
people were shooting robins, cat birds and other birds from their 
ueBts; they did this openly and with arrogance that was astonishing, 
seeming to be impressed with the idea that as this is the land of 
Liberty, they could do as they pleased regardless of our laws. Officers 
01 private citizens who attempted to interfere with them were in- 
sulted and frequently assaulted. I believe that I am perfectly safe 
in saying that during the past two years ending with June 1, 190'J, 
that more than one-half of all the violations of the game laws, as re- 
jMirted to this office, were o4'casioned by people of this class. 

I am delighted indeed to report to you that because of the passage 
of this act of May 8, lilOS, Ihere has be<'n a decided change in condi 
tions, and complaints of this kind have materially decreased. 

When this act was passed I looked upon the enforcement of that 
feature of the bill couttscating the guns of these people as the most 
serious phase of the question to l)e met, and after the most serious 
consideration of the subject, had printed upon cloth in Italian and 
Slavonic 10,000 circulars calling the attention of these people to the 
new law and waming'them of the conseiiucnces of its violation. I 
sent numbers of these posters to corporations, writing to fully one 
thousand corporations upon this subject ; I sent numbei-s of the same 
lo individuals whom I knew were employing unnaturalized foreigners. 
I had thousands of them posted thmughout the State by our Protec- 
tors, Deputies and Specials; many more were posted through the helji 
of that most effltient organization, "The State Police," and a reasona- 
ble time, covering months after the posting of these notices, giveu 
these people throiigh which to dispose of their guns. I am pleased to 
wiy that many of them took advantage of the opportunity thus pre- 
sented, some of them selling their guns, some of them giving them 
away, and some of them actually destroying the shotguns and rifles 
in their possession, so that up to this time while we have taken, 
through pn>ceRS of law, several Inmdred guns, which I now have in 
my jwHsession awaiting your order; there has been but little friction 
in this taking, and not one single case of n.<!satiU or violence reported. 
The guns seized and now in our iK»sst'ssi(m are mostly cheap affairs, 
of hut little value so far as dollars and cents go, but represent in 
safety to our bird life, in peace and happiness to many of our com- 
munities, including many of these peojde themselves, a value which 
cannot he expressed in words and figures. To illustrate, a gentlemen 
lold me within the week past that on last Thanksgiving Day he visited 
J- stone qimrry in the neighborhood ()f Harrisburg, where he saw a 
number, fifty or m()re foreigners at work ; the operator told him that 
they had selected to work uiwrn thai day and that he was surprised at 
this decision, attributing it entirely to the act of May 8, 1909. , He 
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said: "I have been operating this quarry for a number of yeans and 
daring that time have always had foreigners in my employ ; this is 
the first holiday of any Itind, Sunday or otherwise, upon which many 
of them were not out hunting, in season or out of season. The result 
of this law is much to their benefit and to ours." I could cite you 
other just such instances, and it seems to me that It was most neces- 
sary and in its effect most beneficial. This law was carefully consid- 
ered and passed upon by the office of the Attorney General before be- 
ing introduced into the I.£gislature, and while it was considered to 
press very closely uiwn the line of unconstitutionality, it was still 
considered to be constitutional by that office, and was enacted into 
law. There seems to be a very derided difference of opinion in some 
sections of the State uimn this particular subject and I presume 
that the matter will, sooner or later, be carried to the higher courts of 
this State for final adjustment. It seems to me that the sooner steps 
of his kind are taken the better. No matter what the necessities may 
be, no matter what the efficiency of this law may be, if it is unconsti- 
tntional, it should not remain upon our books. 

Since writing the above I have been informed that two courts of 
Pennsylvania have ruled upon this question in directly oppc^ite diree- 
tioDs; one court in Allegheny county holding the act to be constitu- 
tional; the other a court in Indiana county holding it to be unconsti- 
tutional. I have already taken steps to have the matter passed upon 
by the Superior Court. 

AUTOMATIC GUNS. 

The case of Commonwealth vs. McComb involving the question of 
the constitutionality of the act forbidding the use of the automatic 
frun ''for the purpose of killing game in this State" has been decided 
in our favor by the Superior Court, Judge Orlady among other things 
saying: "The preservation of game and fish has always been treated 
a^ within the proper domain of police power, also; that it is the duty 
oi the State to preserve from extinction our game and fish, also, that 
the test as to whether the police power is validly exercised is whether 
the enactment has relation to public welfare, and lias been deemed of 
sufficient importance to justify the Legislature to enact such a law." 
The court in this case says: "Nor are the courts concerned about a 
technical though trifiing interference with the pleasure of a hunter, 
or the property rights of gun makers in deciding a question of public 
welfare and interest." 

I am informed by our attorney that this case has l>een carried to the 
Supreme Court and is likely to he argued in January. I lioi)e and be- 
lieve the Supreme Court will sustain the ruling of the court below 
thus settling finally the right of the Legislature of this State to pass 
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any reasonable law it may consider necessary for the protection of 
game and fish, or to preserve a pure water supply, or to preeerre the 
health of the people either through the rcgulatioB or control of our 
food supply or in any other way. 

PUBLIC GAME PRESERVES. 

The three game preserves that have been created under the provi- 
sions of tlie act of iyOo, appear to he serving the purpose intended, 
that of providing a haven of refuge into which game and birds of all 
kinds protected by our laws of the Commonwealth can retreat and find 
peace and rest at all limes. We have carefully guarded these retreats 
during the past season and 1 am pleased to say that I know of no 
violation of the law relative to these inclosures. Man}' man, who at 
first opposed the setting apart of these enclosures under the impres- 
sion that they would be used as private hunting grounds for politi- 
cians and their friends, are now satisfied that tlie provision forbidding 
any and all men to hunt thereon means just what it says and that the 
Game Commission will surely see to it that all offenders, no matter 
who they may be, shall be jtrusecuted. In my opinion there is no bet- 
ter way of increasing the game conditions in this State tlian by this 
method, and I think the number of preserves in the Commonwealth 
should be increased as rapidly as possible. 1 am satisfied much bet- 
ter results can he secured through the restocking of areas such as are 
now authorized and where absolute protection is given throughout the 
entire year, than can be secured through breeding parks or preserves in 
which game of various kinds niiglit be raised in captivity for later dis- 
tribution, or, through the purchase of game from the outside, or, in 
any other way- 1 am satisfied that game of almost every variety will 
breed to better advantage in a wild state than in captivity, and that 
if it is protected from vermin through the method i-etommended in the 
circular entitled "Save our IJirds" and from man through a conscien- 
cious enforcement of the law, a reasonable increase is sure to follow. 
Inclement and unseasonable weather will, of course, affect the breed- 
ing of game in captivity quite as umch. if not more than in a wild 
state, while disease is more apt to lay its blighting shadows on ani- 
mals or birds in confinement, than where they are restricted in no 
way. So far as I have been able to learn the attempt to rear either 
ruffed-grouse or quail in cai)tivity has not been crowned with great 
success, and I believe tliat better returns can i)e secured through the 
methods we have adopted. 

The value of these pn^scives is to-day being j)roven and tested in a 
nianner not considered at the time of their creation. As you are 
aware vast tracts of forest laiulw in this State have been burned over 
and destroyed hv forest flres, and game of all kinds has been driven 
into restricted territory, where were it n<»t for something more than 
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the ordinary guiue laws it could uud wmild be almost exterminated. 
Beports to uie by those in charge »t our preserves show that game 
of all kinds, rabbitB and squirrels perhaps excepted, driven from the 
surronoding territory by flre has congregated within the limits of our 
lines, has congregated within this city of refuge, where it will have 
I»eace and rest until such time as it can again Und food in the now de- 
vested sections. The protection of these preserves from Are has been 
a most serious proposition to all parties interested, one requiring the 
most strenous etforts possible upon the part of every man that could be 
mustered as a tire lighter by the Game ComiuisHion and the Depart- 
ment of Forestry, and to which last named Department too much 
credit cannot be given. As it is fully one-third of the Clearfield Pre- 
serve was burnt over. The tires in Clinton county threatening our 
preserve in that section for many days, and in places came within a 
few hundred yards of our wire and flre line. The Franklin County 
I'reserve is still unharmed. I hope to be able to guard these preserves 
so that nobody will hunt therein, or be able to drive animals from them 
that they may kill them outside. 

Becognizing the undoubted advantage of these havens of refuge, I 
feel that one or more of them should be established and maintained in 
every county of the Commonwealth, stocking and restocking the same 
with game adopted to that location so that they must become over- 
crowded and the game confined thereon of necessity be forced into the 
surrounding territory. It seems to me that the maintenance of the 
preserves solves, at least the deer hunting question, so far as the dan- 
ger of extinction from any cause is concerned. If a number of these 
preserves were established, one or more in each county of the State 
where deer are found, some of them enclosed as are private preserves 
and in which deer can be raised for distribution throughout the 
State, the majority open, as are those already established, being sim- 
ply havens of refnge into which birde and animals of all kinda can re- 
treat at all times and be at rest. The same being sustained by a fund 
received from a resident gun tax. It seems to me that outside of the 
danger to human lives there would be no special reason for limiting 
the killing of deer to a male deer with visible horns. The establish- 
ment of preserves of this kind as I have before stated in my reference 
to private preserves would tend to decrease the danger of forest 
fires, and also increase the interest of the general public in forestry 
preservation. By increasing the number of protectors upon the 
ground and by enlisting the sympathy and co-operation of every true 
sportsman in this Commonwealth, much more benefit that at present 
would be secured. I believe that if the hunters of this State were 
made to feel that they were pavfneis in fact, in the game of this 
Commonwealth, as well as in name, that the successful raising and 
distrilmtion of game in this Otmimonwealth iiieanw some benefit to 
2 



18 

each of them, there would be no occasion for charging the starting of 
forest llres to careless hunters; it would be to their interest to pre- 
serve the forests, and I sincerely believe that would be done. If 
all the hunters in this li^tate did not interest themselves In these mat- 
ters, I am sure that the iiiujority uf tbeiu would do su, and I am 
satisfied that this majority would see to it that the limited minority 
obeyed the law, that each one of them would consider himself a game 
and forestry protector as well. 

HIGH POWER (iUNS. 

I am in receipt of numerous coiuplaiuts regarding the danger 
arising from tlie use of the high puwei' gtins. The arguments against 
the use of the high power gun being that because of the thick under- 
growth in Pennsylvania, hunters are not often able to see game or 
secure a shot, at a greater distance than that at which black powder 
nould be effective and that therefore the use of the high power guns 
is unnec'essary and exceedingly dangerous. While we have been to 
a great extent relieved of danger to human life through the passage 
of the law compelling hunters to look before they shoot at deer, there 
ih still danger threatened through the reckless use of this gun and 
this reckless and thoughtless shooting should be controlled in some 
way. 

This fall I heard a numlier of shots, sometimes fifty or sixty or 
more fired in one day upon a certain mountain in the neighborhood 
of where I was located and concluded that the men hunting in that 
section were, to use a common expression "shooting at hair and look- 
ing afterwards." I did not l>elieve they could raise bucks enough to 
shoot at in that way; an investigation of the matter showed these 
men were shooting at pheasants as they arose around them while 
they were making drives for deer, thie man said: "Oh! we have lots 
of ammunition and chuck a ball after every bird that gets up; the 
more noise we make the better." With the result that balls from 
high jiower ritics were flying by the dozens in all directions, the 
only wonder to me being that numerous accidents (o hunters were 
not rej)orted from this secticm. This reckless use of guns, it seems 
to me, should be i)revented if possible. 

BOUNTIES. 

I sincerely believe that no law iip<m our statute books has done 
more good for tlie cause of gnme and wild bird protection than the 
bounty law, passed by our Legislature in 1!I07. The passage of this 
measure in my opinion having been nuide [lossible by the energetic 
action of Mr, Kiess, of Lycoming county, who introduced this bill 
and the api)ropriati(m wherewith to meet the demands made under 
the jirovisions of said act, in the sessions of IJIO!) as well as in 1907. 
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I baye amoDg my acquaintances and among the many citizens of 
the State who are helping to maintain the laws relative to game 
and wild bird protection, a geutlenmn, a resident of Freeland, Lu- 
zerne county, who has made a special study of the wea&el and its 
habits, and who during this study, covfi'ing u period of some twenty 
years or more has caplured and kilted something like two thousand 
of these animals. Ue tells me many things that 1 have never read 
and never heard of before from any source. In Natural History 1 
i-ead tliat the weasel is an animal in many instances disposed to 
kill wherever it umy be possible, simply because of its love to slaugh- 
ter, Mr, Malloy tells me the weasel kills in every instance because 
it is hunffiy. He says he has known of instances where domestic 
fowls, chickens, ducks, turkeys, etc., have been killed in numbers 
ranging from two to three or twenty or more by a weasel in a single 
night ; that in every instance all the blood was drawn from the ani- 
mal killed and that within a luuited time, after the lust killing, he 
had in turn killed the weasel and invariably found the stomach 
empty. In cases where the fowls were confined wheu killed he bus 
found in one corner of the coop or pen a pile of excrement, more in 
the form of coagulated blood than digested matter, in slugs about an 
inch long and in circumference about that of an ordinary lead pen- 
cil. He tells me the weasel never I'ests, except at its established 
home, that he bus followed the tracks of these animals for many 
miles and has never known one to stop outside of its fixed abode, 
except for the purpose of killing. He has known one weasel to kill 
seven rabbits in a siugle night and has followed the tracks through 
snow back to its established home, finding everywhere along the 
route these before-mentioned tell-tale slugs of excrement. He says, 
he has frequently attempted to hold weasels in captivity and has 
never succeeded yet in keeping one longer than thirty-six hours 
without food, every one dying shortly after or about that time ap- 
parently of starvation. T'pon one occasion he caught a weasel and 
speared it through the neck with a steel wire, this in a wire rat-trap, 
causing it to biead to death, the creature lapping its own blood until 
it fell dead. An examination made a few miuutes after death and 
while the body was still warm showed that the blood taken into the 
stomach had already left that organ and was in the intestines, all 
together going to show the wonderful digestive powei-s of the wea- 
sel, and its destructive disjiosition, no matter what its reitson for 
killing may be, and showing lieyond a doubt that vast numbers of 
lives of different kinds must be sacnticed to meet the demands of one 
single weasel. 

I am interested in an island property, containing something like 
one hundred acres cultivated and uncultivated, in the Susquehanna 
river a few miles above Hin'risbuiTi ; witliin the last few years we 
have placed upon that island a number of Belgian hares, a number 



of English pheasantB, and a large number uf imported qnail ; I saw 
upon that ieland fully cue hundred quail two or tbree years ago. 
None of the Belgian hares or English pheasants were killed through 
the use of a gun, yet they disappeared ; not more than a half dozen 
quail were killed through the use of a gun, yet these birds refused 
to stay upon the island during the night-time, frequently feeding 
there during the day-time and invariably going to the Perry coanty 
shore to roost every night. Food in the form of buckwheat, millet, 
Hungarian grass, etc., were provided for them in abundance, every- 
thing possible for the protection and preservation of these birds was 
done, even shooting at a mark being prohibited. The native rabbits, 
of which there were many on (he I'erry county shore, came to this 
island when the river was frozen over in winter time, and in the 
spring-time and early summer numerous tracks of rabbits both big 
and little were seen in the aand, these tracks gradually disappearing 
until but few could be found, and not one rabbit could be routed in 
It day's hunting, even with a dog. Muskrats of which there were hun- 
dreds a few years ago have been so reduced that it is now almost im- 
possible to find a place where one is located. Within two months 
from this time we have accidentally discovered that our island was 
headquarters for one or more bob or wild cats, so we concluded that 
wild cats and game do not go well togetiier, and planted the island 
this fall with fruit trees, trustijig to said cat or cats, as there might 
be, to keep the island clear of rats, mice and rabbits. 1 cite this sim- 
ply as an illustration of what one cat or a family of cats can do, and 
what vermin such as foxes, weasels, skunks, minks, the great owl, cer- 
tain hawks can and will do. An examination of the claims made 
upon the fund appropriated by the Legislature of 1907 for the pay- 
ment of bounties showed that one man a resident of Huntingdon 
county received something like fl,600 of that fund. Investigation 
conducted from tliis otiice showed that these claims were justly made 
and that the applicant was entitled to every dollar he demanded. 
Itemember (hat the bounty was placed on but four animals and at 
the following rates; the wciisel, one dollar; the mink, one dollar; the 
fox, two dollai's; Ihe wild cat, four dollars. One cannot but be lost 
in astonishment when he coii«ideis (lie ctmdKions in a county where 
such a taking of scalps could be possible, and in considering the vast 
number of bcne(icial birds that surrender their lives to support this 
crew. If our Naturalists and Zoologists are correct in their esti- 
mates of the value of bird life, it .seems to me (hat this appropriation, 
as made I)y the Legislatures of l!l()7 and I'.IO!), was money well ex- 
pended, and I feel that double (he amount given for this purpose 
should be secured in some wny, thereby making it possible to cause the 
killing not only of the annunl increase of this class of destroyers, but 
to make it possible also to extermina(e Ihe original s(ock, and to keep 
it up from year to year until the bounty was unney.'eftsat7,"- •■^-■^s"" 
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This brings me to the question of how this aituation can best be 
controlled. A number of writers upon the subject have been lately 
considering the causes that lead or might have lead to the existing 
scarcity of game and wild birds, some claiming that the whole trou- 
ble is directly attributable to the market hunter, and asserting that 
unless the sale of game of all kinds was absolutely prohibited the 
time will come, and that very shortly too, when there will be no 
game within the limits of this Commonwealth for sale, or for any 
other imrpose. They cite the disappearance of the vast herds of 
buffalo, of the flocks of wild pigeons, too numerous to l>e counted; 
tLey refer to the rapidly disappearing wild water fowl, and to the 
fading herds of elk, mountain sheep and of bear, as examples of what 
can be done by the man with the gun. Others claim that the gun 
used legally or illegally takes but a limited portion of the vast num- 
ber of game-birds or mammals brought into existence, attributing 
the disappearance of the great majority of creatures of this kind, to 
disease and to what is know as vermin, including predatory creatures 
<if all kinds, animals such as the fox, wild cat, weasel, mink, opposum, 
skunk, coon, rats, etc. Birds such as the homed owl, barred owl, 
sharp shinned hawk, Cooper's hawk, the go&bawk, reptiles of all 
iiiuds, turtles and even frogs. I have already spoken of what a 
weasel and wild cat can do, and need not repeat. I have heard from 
good authority of a turtle having destroyed a flock of young ducks; 
and have in inlnd a case recently called to my attention by a minister 
of my acquaintauce who heard one of his little chickens peeping piti- 
fully, and found upon examination that it was partly swallowed 
l)y a large frog; I linow from experience what a rat can do. So that 
taking all together and considering the arguments advanced by both 
sides in this controversy, I think both sides are to some extent right. 
The disappearance of the large animals cannot be charged to vermin, 
l>ut must have resulted alone from the work done by a man with a 
jjun. admitting the great destructive rt*ifll<ties of vermin where it is 
[KissiWe for them to get in their work. T think it would be well for 
us to exterminate vem)in, and to also put a stop to market hunting 
until such time as our game has sufficiently increased when the pro- 
position of sale could lie well considered. The idea advanced by 
some of these writers that this feature of the law forbidding the sale 
of game, is directly responsible for existing conditions; viz., the 
scarcity of game, and the claim made that, if the farmers of this 
State and nation were permitted to sell the game that they might 
kill upon their respective properties, they would at once exterminate 
vermin and profit then'by, seeins to mo to be the veriest nonsense. 
Theory is one thing, practice is imother. and T have never known in all 
my experience a half dozen farmers, unless they had sportsmen blood 
in their veins, that would spend one minute of thejr time or a cent 



of their mcaiey to protect or preserve game Ihat might be found upou 
their premises ami that might through the use of legs or wings. pas« 
to an adjoiniDg pro|)ertj- and become the property of the owner 
thereof. Oame belongs to all tlie people and no arrangement should 
be permitted through which some of those in interest could be de- 
prived of that ownership. 

Again climatic conditions that might apply to North Carolina 
quail would not apply to Pennsylvania (|uail. Quail in North Caro- 
lina are not called upon to meet the same conditions of weather that 
quail are called upon to meet in this Rtate. Birds may be never 
so plentiful in the fall in Pennsylvania, when along comes a series of 
snows covering the ground, we will say to a depth of six or more 
inches and lasting for a month or six weeks as a matter of course re- 
ducing the food supply of the quail, this is followed by two or three 
days of rain ending in sleet and followed hy zero weather, or, follow- 
ing this zero weather is drifting snows. In the first place the reduced 
food supply consequent upon the snow has reduced the vitality of 
the birds so that when the rains begin they sit huddled together not 
caring to move for the first twenty-four hours, even though their 
stomachs are empty, then if they do move they find but little to eat, 
no more than before the rain began, and tlien, with every feather 
dripping, with emjjty stomachs, chilled to the bone and still more 
greatly reduced vitality, they huddle again to die of cold or are 
smothered by the drifting snow tliat may follow the zei-o weather. I 
speak from experience in this matter and have seen more than one 
covey of quail frozen in the sleet, I have swu the remains of quail in 
the spring time along stump fences and under hrusb piles when the 
drifts had gone. No power on earth pan save these birds at such a 
time, unless it be the trapping of them and feeding them in captivity, 
as recommended in our circular entitled '"Save Our Birds" before 
mentioned. I assert that unless quail, during such winters as re- 
ferred to, are trapped and kept in coops until the spring time comes 
there is but little likehood of preserving any of them. If vermin 
could be absolutely exterminated; if our farmers would fake an inter- 
est in feeding and caring for qimil and game found ui>on their 
]iremis.es, it might be that the sale of some game ctmld lie permitted. 
I am afraid tJiough, that neither of these conditions will be secured. 
Our game, if preserved at all, must be preserved in some other way, 
how that shall be done is the question. For many years the Game 
Commission has been striving to secure an appropriation for the pur- 
I>ose of propagating and liuyiug game whei-ewitb to restock depleted 
covers, t^j) to this hour we have failed, and it seems to me that the 
time has come when some other method must be resorted to. It seems 
to me that the most feasible possiliility is that afforded through a reai- 
drat livntets- li<™«C. G00<5IC 



KKSiniONT HU-N'TEHS' LICENSE. 

I DDderstand that sunie eiRliteen or mure States in thifs 1'nion, in- 
cluding New Yiirk and N'lW JtTKpy, liave already adopted measures 
imposing a license upon all jiei-Hons who hunt within the limits of 
said States, in aiiionnts varying as fixed hy the Legishitiires of each 
State; the fund tlius secured, being used for the purpose of game 
protection and preservafiou and propagation. It seems to nie that 
thin is the key controlling the entire situation. 

I am informed tliat the Department of Forestry issued six hun- 
dred and ten |iennits to camp upon State lauds, the average number 
of men in each camp t>eing five, this making a total of three thousand 
and fifty men who camped and hunted upon State lands. These 
men were all hunting with riltes; fully that number of men also 
hunted upon State lands with rifles during the same period without 
camping thereon, making six thousand one hundred men upon State 
lands. We are satisfied that fully that numl»er if not more hunted 
with rifles upon other lands within the State, those belonging to 
private individuals, making an aruiy of more than twelve thousand 
men that hunted with rifles in I'ennsylvnnia. We believe we are 
perfectly safe in saying that fully one hundred and forty thousand 
men hunted in this Commonwealth with shotguns during this fall. 
Pennsylvania in 1900 had a population of 6,300,000 in round num- 
bers; it is estimated that hut one individual in every forty of the 
IMjpulation engages in hunting, so it seems to me there is no question 
that there was at least one hundred and fifty thousand who hunted 
this year in one way or another in Pennsylvania. 

Through a resident hunters" license of fl.OO from each one of these 
men a fund of |150,000 could be raised that would pay for competent 
nud intelligent game ])rotection; it would establish and maintain 
preserves such as I have before mentioned up to the number of thirty 
ir necessary; it would buy deer and other game for restocking jmr- 
poses; it would pay a bounty far exceeding anything ever thought of 
in Pennsylvania for the extenuinafion of destructive bii-ds and ani- 
mals, and it would in addition create a fnnd that would enable the 
Game CommiHsi<m to say to farmers, we will pay you at the rate of 
three or four dollars per doKcii for every dozen of quail yiiu may trap, 
up to a fixed number, care for theiu during the winter and release 
them in the spring time. // i/uii vilJ open your lands to public hunt- 
ing: *7 yii flo not open your lan<ln nothinti iC-itl be paid from thi^i 
fund. fl« it hrlottga to the hunter. This i)roi>osi tion it swrns to me is 
absolutely fair and nothing else; the man who hunts is asked to pay 
and no other persim, and the money thus secured is applied to his 
use alone. Under present conditions thirty-nine men, who do not 
hunt, are asked to contribute to the pleasure or benefit of the one man 
out of every forty that does hunt, or money in the State Treasursfln 
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which each of the forty men are interested is apiiropriated to the 
Ube of one man. This same thing ap|>lieK to fishing, to good roads, 
and to many other pro[)08itions now before the people. I have be«i 
making careful inquiry rq^rdijig this matter for several years and 
And that the great majority of sportsmen of this Commonwealth be- 
lieve this resident hunters' license law to be the only solution of 
this problem based upon equity, fairnesn and justii-e and desire that 
such a law be enacted in this Commonwealth. As a protection to 
the farmer and to the land owner nothing has yet been su^ested that 
begins to compare with this proposition and the farmers in States 
where this provision has already been adopted are its strongest sup- 
porters. The farmer may to-day post his lan^ under the provisions 
of law, still that land is overrun with hoodlums and small boys, 
chiefly because many of these people come from long distances and 
cannot be identified. I'nder the provisions of a resident hunters' 
license all persons when hunting would be required to carry his li- 
cense and expose it to view uiM>n demand made by a person owning 
or controlling the land, lie would l)e compelled to carry a number in 
the form of a button, conspicuously displayed, so that it might be 
easily seeu, as automobiieR are now compelled to do; then the per- 
son who tears down fences, starts forest tires, shoots stock or poultry, 
steals fruit or vegetables could be identified and punished. The re- 
fusal to show one's license would, of course, be followed by penaltiee 
imposed, so that the farmers who to-day claim they are absolutely 
without protection against hunters would lie insured against depreca- 
tions of this kind in a way unheard of before, and to an extent that 
could be secured in no other way or through the outlay of any amount 
of money. 

WORK OF TIIK GAME COMMISSION. 

I feel that considerable 1ms been acc<unpli8hed by the Game Com- 
mission during the year just past, more through the education of 
the people along correct lines, than from any other causa There 
are some defects in the now existing laws that should be corrected. 
It has beeji my constant and persistant effort since I was called to 
fill the position I occupy to prevent even the semblance of persecution 
or unjust jironecution for any imrjHvse by any officer of the Com- 
monwealth under our control, and to especially prevent such persecu- 
tion or prosecution for the j^irposc of collecting revenue, I have re- 
called the commissicm of several oFrtcers during the past year whose 
work appeared to indicate that their purpose was directed more to the 
collection of dollars for their own profit than to the enforcement of 
the game law for the benclit of the Stale because of the value of bird 
life to the jieople. , . 



THE HOUK CASE. 

I desire to state for jour information that Bocco Bacco, tbe man 
convicted in Lawrence county for the killing of Seeley Uouk, our 
(jame Protector was executed during the last fall for this crime, the 
Board of Pardons declining to recommend lienency and the Governor 
refusing to interfere in any manner with the sentence a& imposed by 
law. This to my mind justly concluded and settles this case. 

THE STATE POLICE. 

I cannot commend too highly the work of tbe men belonging to 
the organization known as the State Police or to urge the necessity 
of increasing their members. While because of their extended duties 
covering many subjects, I do not tbink it would be well to place 
the entire work of game protection in the hands of these men, as 
SQggested by some, I have found their help to be of the greatest value 
to our work ; limited even as their numbers are to-day, they are ex- 
tremely eflfective and deserve the unqualified support of every sports- 
man in the State; I can see far better results accruing through the 
assistance that would come if an increase of that force was secured. 
I sincerely hope that the coming Legislature will view this matter 
in the same light. 

ZOOLOGICAL DEPARTMENT. 

I feel that I cannot close this report without calling to your atten- 
tion the splendid work along lines of wild bird protection being done 
by the Department of Zoology under the direction of Professor Sur- 
face. If the agritulturists of this Commonwealth fail to secure bene- 
fit through the increase of s<ing and insectivorous birds and seed de- 
stroyers, such as the dove, it seems they alone will be to blame, as 
this Department, under tbe direction of its most efficient bead, is 
constantly, by circular and bulletin and by public address trying to 
impress upon all of our people the value of the life work of our wild 
birds other than game birds, aud to have them understand that the 
killing of these birds upon any farm means Increased labor, sweat 
and blistered hands to those attempting to cultivate such lands. I 
fee! that I cannot say too much in praise of the work done by this 
Department in the cause of bird protection. 

THE FINANCIAL STATEMENT. 

I desire to state relative to the matter of our finances that not- 
withstanding an unexpectedly heavy drain placed upon the fund at 
our command during the past two years ending June 1, 1909, because 
of trials in court, and payment made for detective service, we met 



all demanda and so managed the fund under our control that one 
quarterly allowance of |3,000.U0 remained unused at the end of the 
fiscal year and that we also returned to the State Treasury a check 
for $51.S0, the balance of money unexpended in our bands. It might 
be urged that we did not use all this fund at our command in a way 
that it should have been used, although the necessities of the occa- 
sion might have required it. This may be true, but I felt that it 
was better to be on the safe side in this matter and to be able to 
meet claims that might have been made upon us rather than to be 
upon the wrong side and be unable to pay such claims for which we 
would be responsible. At any rate the above is the result in this 
matter, and 1 assure you that no money was unnecessarily expended 
or thrown away simply l>ecause we had it. 

Our appropriation for the two fiscal years beginning June 1, 1909, 
is identical with that given us in 1907. Our work up to this time has 
been conducted within the allowance; penalties and co&ts recovered 
since June 1, 1900, amount to |8,C;W.0u. We have in our possession 
or under our control two or three hundred guns, the sale of which 
will add to this fund already surrendered to the Commonwealth ; our 
liabilities have all been met; all money paid out are accounted for in 
vouchers taken and turned over to the oiTice of the Auditor General 
and approved liefore another (juarterly allowance is drawn. Our 
work has resulted in an undoubted incr(mae of bird life, especially 
those birds claKsed as wild birds other than game birds in this Com- 
monwealth, the value of whose life work to the people of the State 
at large cannot be measured, it has resulted iu a large increase in 
this Ciimmonwealtb of game birds and animals and therefore in the 
incentive to reiTeation. It has resulted in the destruction of many 
predatory (■^^^atures. It has effected a saving to the State from 
loss through forest fires. It has secured pr<itection to our farmers 
thi-ough the liuiiting of that time during which hunters may traverse 
the woods and fields in this Commonwealth. In the protection of 
sheep, cattle, horses, etc., through the prevention of dogs running at 
large and esjiecially has that effort secured peace and happiness to 
many of our people through the enforcement of the act of May 8th, 
1909, prohibiting the unniituralized foreign bom resident to have 
in his possession a gun in this Commonwealth. 

I submit this for your consideration. 

Kespectfully submitted, 

JOSEPH KALBPUS, 
Secretary of the Board of (iame CommiKsionera, 
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FINANCIAL STATi:-.!"XT. 



Fourth Quarter of Appropriation : 

July 25th, 1908 to Novemher 10th, 1908. 

Dr. 

To general appropriation, f3,0«0 00 

To balance of preserve airount on bund.. . 417 87 
To amount of flneH on hand from third 

quarter, 156 60 

To amount of fines and coetB received, 2,026 27 

To certificate fees, ' 25 00 

To cash paid out and returned, 3 47 

16,229 21 

Cr. 

liy protectors' services and expenses aud 

office expenses, J.1,078 55 

By amount of penaltiew returned to prose- 
cutors, 644 63 

By deposits in State Treasury, 2,132 74 

Hy expenses, preserve account 109 72 

5,965 64 

Balance cash on hand, |263 57 



Balance in preserve account, f:tU8 15 

Amount ovei-drawn on ajipropriation 78 55 



Fifth Quarter Appropriation: 
November lOlIi. 19(»S to January ;lOth, 1909. 

Dr. 

To general appropriation, |3,000 00 (""/-iz-inlp 

To balance in preserve account, 308 15' ^ 



To amount of flues on hand from last quar- 
ter, 12 50 

To amount of fines and costB received, . . . 1,609 50 

To certificate feee, 64 87 

14,995 02 

Or. 

hy protectors' expenses and services and 

oflSce expenses, |2,999 54 

Hy one-balf of fines returned to prosecu- 
tors, 413 12 

Uy deposits in State Treasury, 1,208 75 

By expenses on preserve account, 40 00 

By fines collected unjustly and returned,. . 50 00 

4,711 41 



Balance cash on hand, f2S3 61 



Balance in preserve account, |268 15 

ftalance cash on hand, total, 15 40 

Balance cash from general fund, 46 

Cash on hand from fines, 15 00 

Sixth Quarter of Appropriation: 
January 30th, 1909 lo April :{Otli, 1909. 



To general appropriation, f3,000 00 

To balance in preserve account, 2C8 15 

To fines on hand, 15 46 

To fines and costs collected, 660 14 

$3,943 75 

Cr. 

By protectors' services and expenses and 

office expenses, $2,899 85 

By one-half of tines returned to prosecu- 
tors, 182 00 

By expenses on preserve account, 80 91 

By deposits in State Tresisury, 423 14 

$3,585 90 

Balance, cash on hand $357 85 



Balance in preserve account, f 187 21 

Balance on hand from flneB, 70 16 

Cash on hand, general fund, 100 16 



Seven Quarter of Appropriation : 

AprU 30th, 1909 to July 16th, 1909. 

Dr. 

To general appropriation, (3,000 00 

To balance from the sixth quarter, 100 15 

To amount of fines on hand, 70 16 

To balance in preserve acount, 187 21 

To amount of lines and fees for certifi- 
cates collected, 511 19 



Cr. 

I;y protectors services and expenses and 

office expenses $2,893 61 

By expenses on preserve account, 88 60 

By one-half of fines retuined to prosecu- 
tors, 125 00 

By deposits in State Treasury, 131 Wf 



Balance cash on hand (333 31 

Balance in preserve account, |98 74 

Balance in general fund, 206 61 

Fine collected by C. S. Lowry to be re- 
turned, 25 00 

Balance, cash on hand, 2 96 



First Quarter of Appropriation : 

July 16th, 1909 to October 29th, 1909. 

Dr. 

To warrant on appropriation, (2,550 00 

To penalties and costs collected, 5,340 02 

To fees for licenses collected, . . . , 11 00 

To balance from former qnarter, 333 31 



(8^61 I 
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Cp. 

Bj current expenses for quarter, f2,647 70 

liy deiM»sits in State Treasury, 4,929 02 

Hy penalties returned to proeefutors, 452 50 

liy expenses on preserve account, 50 00 



Balance, cash on hand, 

Balance in preserve account, $48 74 

Balance, general fund on Land, 2S3 94 

Balance, cash on hand, 2 96 



Second Quarter of Appropriation: 
October 30th, 1909 to December lath, 1909. 

Dr. 

To warrant on appropriation, f2,500 00 

To penalties and costn collected, 4,158 71 

To fees for licenses collected, 48 25 

To balance from last quarter, 285 64 



7,979 22 



$6,992 60 



Cr. 

By current expenses for quarter, f2,706 32 

By deposits in State Treasury, 4,024 46 

By penalties returned to prosecutors, 145 00 

By penalties collected and on hand, 37 50 

6,913 28 

Balance, cash on hand, |79 32 

Balance in preserve account, f 2 95 

Balance, cash on hand, 2 96 

Amount overdrawn and paid out of general 

fund, 206 32 



Statement of penalties received prior to June 1st, 1907: 
To total of accumulated fines and penal- 
ties to June 1st, 1907, f4,420 98 

14,420 98 



31 

By attorney fee to Jotm Qarman, Witkes- 
Barre, ComuioD wealth v&. Ked Bowe^ 
charge murder, $1,000 00 

Hy combined increase of salaries for twenty 

months, 3,049 98 

4,049 98 

Balance, cash on hand, f371 00 
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REPORT OF THE BOARD 
OF GAME COMMISSIONERS. 



To His Excellency, Edwin 8. Stnart, Governor of PennBylvania: 

Bir: — In compliance with the Act of June 25, 1895, creating the 
Board of Game Commiasioners of this Commonwealth and prescrib- 
ing its dntiea, we herewith respectfully eabmit to yon our report of 
work done through and nnder our direction during the year inter- 
Tening between December 1, 190d, and December 1, 1910, and that 
yon may the more thoroughly understand the sitnation and grounds 
upon which this report is based, we attach hereto a copy of the re- 
port of our Secretary for the same period. 

From what we have been able to gath^ from this and other retorts 
made to us, and from a personal examination made in different parts 
of the State, we feel satislied that song and ineectivorons birds of all 
kinds, classed as wild birds other than game birds are increasing in 
this Stat^ and the benefit to the Commonwealth from this increase, 
from an economic point of view, is most marked. 

Game birds appear to have increased very materially, in many sec- 
tions of the Commonwealth. Rnffed-gronse are more plentifnl than 
fbe apparent scarcity of old birds last fall and spring, gave promise of. 

Turkeys have bad a good hatching season, and in sections of the 
Btate, where th^ are found at all, are more plentifnl than usual. 
Quail appear to hare increased all over the Btate and in some sec- 
tions appear to be quite plentifnl. There is no doubt whatever about 
the very material increase of deer, and bear and rabbits, in that terri- 
tory, whereon they are located. Throng this increase of game, we 
feel tiiat an inc^tive to outdoor exercise and recreation is supplied 
that cannot be secured through any other process. An experience 
In camp life and in handling and caring for firearms is secured that 
is of very great worth to our citizens, who indulge In hunting, through 
which they, aa individuals, secure better health, and are, therefore, 
better fitted to fill the place allotted to each in his respective com- 
munity. These things together, better health and therefore, better 
citizenship, joined to experience in camp life, and in the handling 
of firearms, appear to us of great value to the State, and to the 
(8> Ic 



Ifation, &8 tbe; Barely raise oar Btandard of defeaue in time of trouble, 
in the shape of war, either from within or from withon^ far abore 
that of an; people who do not hont We feel that the presaoce of 
game is of great value as a food-Bnpply to the Stat^ and that bant- 
ing is a necessary adjunct to oar national soccesa, and that, there- 
fore, the State owes it to itself to provide some method whereby 
game can be increased, eitb^ tbronj^ additional protection, throng 
the raising of game of different varieties in captivity for distribn- 
tlon, or throngh its purchase for the same pnrpose, from those who 
have raised it in captivity, or, throngh the Increase of oar public 
i;ame preserves, such as are now fonnd in three of our conntiee. 

We, for many years, have thou^t it advisable to place all the game 
laws of the State under a single title, making said laws as plain and 
simple as possibly considering the necessities of the proposition. 
We believe that the season should, as far as possible, open upon the 
same day and close in the same way, making the season reasonable. 
With this purpose in view we had drafted and presented to the last 
Legislature a bill, that we hoped, would become the game law of this 
State. We did our best to secure this result, only to meet defeat, in 
many particulars, and are to-day overwhelmed, as in years past, with 
protests regarding the law, and suggestions regarding altarations. 
We are pleased to note that without exertion these protests and 
suggestions, are in favor of additional protection and that the ma- 
jority of su^estlons are in accord with the idea of this Board, 
being exactly what we have been pleading for session after session, 
and this is most enconraging to us. 

We desire to call your attention to the fact that tbe Act signed 
by your Excellency upon the ei^th day of May, 1909, entitled; "An 
Act to give additional protection to wild birds and antmala and 
game within the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania; prohibiting the 
bunting for, or capture or killing of, snch wild birds or anlmalH or 
game by unnaturalized foreign-bom residents ; forbidding the owner- 
Bhip or poBBesslon of shot-gun or rifie by any unnaturalized fordgn- 
bom resident, within the Commonwealth ; and prescribing penalties 
for violation of its provisions," has been pronounced "conttitutiaaaP' 
by the Superior Court of this State. This Act by taking from aliois 
to power, to not only wrong tbe State, through the killing of our 
birds, but also to wrong one another, vlolratly, throng the use of 
firearms, has brought nntold i>eace and rest, not only to our bird- 
life, but to the people in whatever community these aliois may be 
fonnd. The passage of this law was, In our opinion, a step in the 
right direction. 

We feel that this subject of game and wild bird protection means 
more to the Commonwealth than many other subjects to which 
greater attention is paid, and for the improvement of which much 
larger appropriations are made 



We feel that if the Btate ia not in position to make a geueroaa 
appropriation to thia'ase, from fnndB received in the ordinary way, 
she should Bee to it, that those who hiiot, and who are willing to do 
thJB thing, sbonld be giren the privil^e of contribntiog to a fnnd for 
this parpoae, through a BjBtem of licensing those who ma; choose to 
hont iQ this Commonwealth. The fund thus arising going to reim- 
bnise the Btate for any outlay she may make through appropria- 
tions, for strictly, game or wild bird protection and preservation. 

"We view with deep regret our extensive lands, that with proper 
cate and for^ig^t, should, at this time, be covered with growing 
timber. We note the dry parched bottom of rivulete and springs, 
that never ceased to flow, so long as oar bills were covered with 
growing trees. We note the disappearance of flsh, and until recently, 
the rapid disappearance of birds, and cannot help but think, how 
much better it would hare been had these subjects, years ago, re- 
ceived that attention, at the hands of the Btate, that they deservft 

We are pleading for improved conditions for our wild bird lif^ 
and for game. 

We most heartily indorse the idea of a generous bounty for the 
killing of vermin, such as is named in the last bounty act — wild- 
oats, foxes, minks and weasels. 

We call your attention to the financial statement as made to as 
by our Secretary. 

Respectfully submitted, 

J. H. WARDEN, President, 

CHAS. B. PENROSE, 
C. K. SOBER, 
ARTHUR CHAPMAN, 
LANINQ HARVEY, 
JNO. M. PHILLIPS, 

Board of Game Gommiaaionert. 
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REPORT OF THE CHIEF QAME 
PROTECTOR TO THE QAME 
COMMISSiON OP THE 
STATE OP PENNSYL- 
VANIA POR 1B10. 



HarrUbarg, Pa., December 1, 1910. 
To the Honorable Board of Game Commissioners of PenoejlTania: 

Gentlemen :~It gives me pleasure at this time to be able to report 
to yon that our work as a Game Commission has been rewarded to 
V. veiy marked degree, through an increase of animal and bird life 
classed as wild, both game and otherwise, in this Commonwealth. 
I am snre that I have not seen, in many years, the number uf song 
and insectirorons birds, that I have seen, during the past summer. 
In making this statement to you I am reiterating the statements 
8Qd expressions nsed by many individuals, upon this subject, to me; 
these people coming from almost every section of the Commonwealth, 
and thus corroborating my personal observations. Sometime in July 
I had occasion to travel by trolley from Keading to Boyertown, a 
distance in the neighborhood of sixteen miles, and saw along tha^ 
line more meadow-larks, than I could have counted in this State, had 
1 traveled from one end to the other, three years ago. I have seen 
this same species of bird, in very many parts of the Commonwealth, 
and just as meadow-larks have increased, so have all our wild birds, 
other than game birds, not exclusively because of special eifort in 
the line of arrests and prosecutions, made by officers of the Game 
Commission, or by other officers, whose duty it is to protect our birds 
and game, but instead, because ihe people are learning to realize the 
value of the life-work of birds, and to understand what the presence 
of these creatures means to each one, as an individual, and to all 
collectively, and are helping in our work. Boys and irresponsible 
men are not killing our birds and destroying their nests as was the 
babit of former years. Vermin of all descriptions is being exterm- 
inated, and protection accorded to bird-life that was not possible 
under former conditions; these improved conditions, together, re- 
Bolting in a multiplication of this bird-life that is truly pleasing. 

(7) ^s'*^ 



More conscientious obseryatlon of the game laws b; those who 
liant, no matter wliat the cause of this observation ma; be, joined 
to the killing of Termin, has resulted in a most decided increase of 
our game birds of all kinds, especially quail, that in some sections 
of the State, particularly in the southwestern part, have been re- 
ported, more plentiful than for many years. Early last spring more 
quail had been seen in our eastern counties than were exi>ected ; the 
presence of quail in numbers, wei-e reported from many different 
eections of the Commonwealth, where but few quail, had been noticed 
(or years past The presence of some of these birds was reported 
even among the mountains, tlie majority of them, apparently ap- 
pearing suddenly, as though they had come in the night, and the 
question is being discussed, in mauy sections, as to whether or not, 
quail migrate as do our robins, or meadow-larks, and other of our 
birds that live upon a mixed diet of insects and seeds. Without 
migratloD, it seems impossible to account for the presence of these 
birds in such numbers as they were found. Some have asserted, that 
just as they came suddenly, they would disappear, about the open- 
ing of the bunting season. This thou^t was entertained by many, 
but has not been sustained by fact, as quaU were found in numbers 
in many sections of the State, throughout the hunting season just 
passed, and many still remain in the State. 

I find that in many sections of the Commonwealth a most decided 
sentiment exists, that qimil, and Rome of our other game birds, should 
be given absolute protection for a term of years, intending thereby, 
to increase our quail. Theoretically, this may be all right and sounds 
well, but from a practical standpoint, it seems to me to be all wrong. 
I am not actuated in this thought by any desire to kill quail, for I 
dc not remember, at this time, of even shooting at one of these birds 
for more than three years; my only idea is to preserve, and to take 
such action as will tend to the real increase of these birds. Exper- 
ience teaches me, that an act, creating a close season, for a number 
of years, would take from our quail, the interest and the help of 
their best friend — the sportsman — and would surely result in great 
injury, if not the total extermination of these birds, throu^ the 
coming of one or more severe winters with sleets and snows, for 
quail are strictly ground feeders, and strange as it may seem, the 
farmers, the ones who derives the most benefit from the life work 
of these birds, are the last, unless they are also sportsmen, to take 
any interest whatever in them, when they need help the most. Instead, 
they are permitted to die of starvation, or to be smothered in the 
drifting snows, or to become the prey of vermin of some kind. Hot 
one farmer in fifty has up to this time, turned his hand over in thdr 
behalf. It is otherwise with the sportsman, for many years past 1 
have known men of this class, in many sections of the State, sptstd- 



ing both their time and money in caring for quail and tark^s and 
other wild birda. Last winter 1 knev of man; who did this, most 
of them being men of but ordinary means, still they did all in their 
power, to help the needy birds, both through the scattering of feed 
and the killing of vermin. I know of one gentleman living in 
Lewistown, who hired a horse and carriage, at least once a we^, 
for more than two monthH, who bought buckwheat and screeningB 
and other food and who ti'aveled over a ronte of more than twelve 
miles, upon each trip, looking after and protecting nine covies of 
qnail, that he had located. I know of numbers of gen- 
tlemen who cai'ed for one or more covies of qaail in this way, simply, 
that when the proper time came, they mjgfat enjoy a day's outing 
with gun and dog. Without this care, the majority of these birds 
would hare surely died. A close season will take away the best 
friend of the quail. I fully realize that a statement of this kind 
sognds rather harsh, especially to those who do not hunt and who 
have never made a close investigation of this subject, nevertheless 
it is the plain unvarnished truth. 

Hungarian Quail. 
For some months past, I might say for years, I have been inves- 
tigating the characteristics of both birds and animals imported in 
to this country from foreign lands, and am satisfied, that in many 
ijistances, protection to our own native birds and animals would 
mean more benefit, than could be secured through the introduction 
of any foreign B[iecie8. With this idea in view, I have been collect- 
ing data specially relative to the qnaliflcations of the Hungarian 
qnail, and from what T have been able to learn, I feel satisfied that 
this bird, is no better suited to our climate, than is our own native 
bob-white. I have se«i letters from different parts of Hungary, I 
have talked with natives of that country, and with people who have 
tried to introduce this bird into this country, and have invariably 
been told, that if these birds were well fed and kept dry, they would 
withstand the most severe winter weather, so will our own native 
bird. In several instances the method of feeding, the character and 
qnantity of food to be used has been sug^^ted. I failed anywhere 
in my inr^tigation, to find anything going to support the idea that 
the Hungarian quail was a budder, as are our ruffed grouse or wild 
tnrkey, that is, that in times of deep snow or lack of a food supply 
npon the ground, these birds could live upon buds, or leaves, as do 
the grouse and turkey, to the contrary, I am satisfied the Hungarian 
quail is not as able to care for himself in this climate as is the 
native bird. This belief appears to be that, held by many who have 
been investigating this same subject, and T frequently see state- 
ments in print, to the effect that Hungarian qnail released in cer- 
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tain sections of this and other states, have not held thdr own, as it 
■fl-as hoped they nould. Fop these reasons I believe that additional 
I'rotectioD to our own native birds, in the manner recommended in 
cur bulletin U£)on this subject, will result in more good to the Com- 
monwealth, than will the purchase and distribution of an; number 
of Hungarian quail. 

Buffed Grouse. 

Ruflfed grouse were reported quite plentiful in some sections of 
the Slate, and exceedingly scarce in other sections, where, hereto- 
fore, they had been found in numbers, but taking all reports together 
I believe there were more ruffed grouse in this State this year, than 
there were last year or the year beforetthat. I believe that a con- 
tinuous close season for these birds would be beneficial. // they can 
he given reasonable protection from vermin. If this cannot be done, 
in my opinion the closing of the gunning season for any number of 
years, would, not only be unfair to sportsmen, but would result in 
no material benefit or increase to the grouse. These birds never 
freeze, or starve, for it is their pleasure to sleep in the snow drifts 
and to dine on the buds found in the tree tops, when the ground is 
covered with ice and snow. When the snow is crusted they sleep in 
some protetted place safe from harm, out of the way of their special 
night enemies, such as the great homed owl, the barred owl and the 
snowy owl, which last named bird comes in numbers from the far 
north, during severe winters. During the day light of winter days, 
when the trees are stripped of their leaves, these birds are in far 
greater danger than at any other time, from attacks made by hawks of 
various kinds, especially the goshawk, that also comes from the 
porth and that, with the snowy owl, seems able to discover without 
trouble, the exact locality in which gronse and other game may be 
foimd, the fox, the weasel, the wild cat, the mink, the house cat are 
constantly destroying day and night, from one year's end to the 
other, the crow in summer time, watching constantly, to rob the 
nest of its eggs, or to destroy the young, the only wonder is that 
we have grouse at all. I am satisfied that unless something is done 
in the near future to give additional protection to these birds, there 
will not be one left in the State in a few years, outside of pahlic 
game preserves. It seems to me worse than useless to say that mai 
shall not kill, and then stand idly by and see vermin do the work. 
I firmly believe, that if the sportsman with his gnn and disposition 
to bill vermin, is taken out of the woods, the increase of predatory 
creatures of all kinds, will be noticeable to the most casual observw, 
within a very limited time. You, as students of this matter, onder- 
stand it fully and T need not dwell longer upon it. I mention these 
facts simply for your consideration. 



=y Google 



WUii Turkeys. 

Wild turkeys have mcreased perceptibly during the past sesBon; 
birds of this kind having been seen in considerable DQmbers, in differ- 
ent sections of the State, daring the past snmmer and fall, where 
none had been noticed for a decade past, for instance a flock of ser- 
eral wild turkeys were seen in the game preserve near Mont Alto, in 
Franklin county, this fall. No birds of that kind had been seen in 
that neighborhood for many years prior to this date. I believe they 
are tke product of two wild turkey hens purchased by the Game Com- 
ralssion, and released at what is known as the "Big Flats," in Adams 
connty, about fifteen miles from where these birds were seen, one 
wild gobbler having been left .in that section. I have directed that 
these turkeys be ^ven special care daring the coming winter. 

Beports received since the close of the open season for wild turkeys 
fbis fall, indicate that a goodly nnmber of these splendid birds have 
escaped the hnnter; between this and next spring many of them, if 
the winter is at all severe, will have starved to death, many will fall 
victims to vermin, of various kinds, such as wild cats, foxes, homed 
owls, and then the limited nnmber left, will have added to their army 
of persecutors, the hundreds of thousands of crows that infeet this 
Btate, and that will follow the nesting birds early and late, destroy- 
ing both their eggs and their young. The only wonder to me is, that 
we have wild turkeys at all, and I feel that strenuous effort should 
be made to not only feed these birds daring sev^e winter weather, 
but also to ^ve them additional protection from vermin, especially 
the crow. This can well be done through the residoit banters' li- 
cense, referred to later on in this report 

Deer. 

Deer are increasing rapidly and spreading throughout the wood- 
lands all over the Commonwealth. As a consequence we have had 
more reports of dee* having been mn by dogs during the past spring 
than for several years, added together, prior to this date; this, to 
aqr mind, owing largely to the fact that because of the before-men- 
tioned increase, deer have been compelled to scatter, and have gone 
Into the dog country, rather, than that the dogs have gone into that 
section formerly freqaented by deer. I am satisfied that many of 
these reported runnings by dogs have been because the deer are more 
plentlfnl than in the past ; in many instances, going right down into 
the settlements. 

The buck law, insofar as it affects the saving of human life, is 
working admirably, and in my opinion, shonld be continued. So 
far as I have been able to learn, not one human Tteinff was either 
JtiUed or wounded in Pennaylvania la$t fait in mistake for deer, 
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there were, of course, accidents to deer banters, and other htmten, 
bnt no human being was ahot, either fatally or otherwise, in mUtake 
for deer, while in other States, where deer coold be killed regard- 
less of sex, numbers of men were lulled and many more wounded, 
exactly how many of these were shot in miatake for gam^ or how 
many were shot accidentally, 1 am unable at this time to state. This 
condition speaks for itself. 

I have had a numbep of letters of complaint relative to deer feed- 
ing apon grain fields, in the early springtime; this again showing 
(he increase of deer, and the fact that the parties complaining were 
not acqaainted with the habits of this animal, otherwise, they would 
have known that deer would feed upon their grain, only, when it was 
young and tender, that they would prefer the tender shoots of the wild 
woods, to any other food, and also that the early cropping by any 
animal of winter grain is a benefit to that grain rather than an 
injuiy. 

Aside from this, there is a condition that should receive the most 
careful consideration at your hands. For some time past, really 
beginning with that time, when this law, penuittlng the killing of 
male deer only, was passed, I have been in receipt of inquiries, both 
by letter and verbally, regarding the possible result of this provision, 
in the matter, of both the increase of onr deer in numbers, and pos- 
sible degeneracy. I have listened to many arguments upon this 
subject, and am in receipt of numerous opinions regarding It. It 
is a well-kn'owTi fact that the strongest of males, either moose, elk, 
deer or fur-seals, through physical conflict with their fellows, main- 
lain harems, from which the young and consequently weaker ani- 
mals are driven. Dr. W. T. Homday, one of the great naturalists 
of the world, writes that: "As a principle, I think it is entirely pos- 
sible for sportsmen to kill off so many males of any given species of 
deer, moose, or elk, that a certain number of feraalee will remain 
'barren' each year, and what is worse, that the breeding will be done 
by young and immature bncks, instead of the finest and largest ani- 
mals t))at nature produces. * <• * fphis cannot be jinytiiing else 
than a »erions matter. • • • x believe it is impossible for any 
one to Kay much to the purpose about the number of females, tint 
naturally would constitute a proper bar«n, ftw wbite-tail deer; 
n hat 1 may say, should be regarded only as a ^^less, Jbnt iliiiik, Oat 
one buck tdiould not have more than twelve breeding dees in his 
harem, preferably six or eight. 

"I think you will do well to keep a close watch aa tbim pbase of 
deer propagation, and when you find that it is no longer poBsible 
for sporismra to bring out a goodly number of bncks of the flfst 
c}aB8 eacli year, then yon may be sure the time has come to take svch 
measures is will give a larger number of bocks a <^HBce to reach 
thdr flnut development." ■ (^oolr 
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This opinion is from tbe highest authority, and ia in accord with 
that gtrea from man; soarcea, relating to the breeding of domestic, 
as well aa, wild animals, and it aeems to me that it would be well 
to fpve this matter that consideration that it deserves, at this time, 
ioBtead, of waiting until the force of circnmetanues, brings it to the 
franL It aeema to me that the problem can well be solved tbroDgh 
ilie creation of additnonal game preserves, or havens of refuge, such 
af> now exist in three counties of the State, and in which bocks, aa 
well as does, and game of all kinds, now find peace and safety at all 
times. A public game preserve in every coonty In which deer are 
fonnd, wonld, it seems to me, settle this question for all time, in 
this way continoing that safety to the people, now accorded by law, 
and maintainii^ the deer both in numbers and stamina. 

Through the passage of an act requiring resident hunters to se- 
cnre a license, a fund for this purpose, as well as tor many other 
pnrpoMs, conld be secured. 

Bear. 

Bear are also increasing rapidly, and have been seen in sections 
of the State far removed from where such animals have been known 
to eiist for many years. We have received many letters regarding 
ihc right to kill bear, such as may be frequentiog cultivated sections 
of the Btate. Newspaper articles and scare stories r^arding the fero- 
cious disposition of this animal having, in many instances, wrought 
people to the point of oi^anized crusades against the bear. Some of 
these reports, upon investigation, appear to be purely imaginary, 
existing only in the mind of the person who writes it, and who de- 
sires to earn his penny a line. Some of these reports were authentic. 
Insofar, as the presence of. a bear is concerned ; still, I have yet to 
learn of a single instance wherein a bear, without provocation, at- 
tacked a human being, or has done any serious wrong in this State. 
ITie bear is a timid animal, and will run every time, if given the 
opportunity. 

I am also in receipt of many letters, and also verbal communica- 
tions relative to the trapping of bear, and would not be sorprlsed 
to see several bills upon this subject before the next Legislature. 
These letters are from different directions, and are written for various 
reasons. Some of tliem from people actuated by humane reasons 
only; some from sportsmen, who desire to see a bear in the wild 
woods, and who complain that because the man with a trap takes 
many of these animals, he, the man without traps, is compelled to 
satisfy himself with a view of tracks. Some of these complaints are 
recdved from hunters of game, other than bear, who assert that the 
bear-trap should be ellmioated, because it is dangerous, some insist, 
that a limit of one or two bears to the banter during one seaaoib^lc 
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aa proposed by the bill of the Qame Coimniaaion, before the laat 
Legifilatar^ is all suSlcient, and it seems to me a measure of this 
character would reach, and to a great degree satiafactorUy eSect, 
each of the complaints made I hare in mj possession reports from 
last year of bear being trapped in numbers ranging from two or 
thre^ to seven or eight, and even eleven, in one case, b; one man. 
If a reasonable number only, could have been taken by each person, 
and when that number had been reached, the law compelled the re- 
moval of the traps from the woods, each one of these complaints — 
the humane, the destructive, and the dangerous phase of the ques- 
tion — would hare been affected. The many letters received upon 
these anbjects: the taking of bear through the use of traps; the run- 
ning of deer by doga; the running of small game, eapecially rabbits, 
by dogs out of season ; the many, very many letters received relative 
to additional protection to wild birds, other than game birds; the 
words of welcome, and the handshakings given to our otQcers every- 
where tlLroughout the State, shows conclusively a very great change 
in public sentim^t r^arding the work of the Qame Commission, 
and to m^ this is most encoura^g. It requires no great stretch 
of memory to recall a very dilterent reception accorded our officers, 
when they, in years past, entered a community of this Common- 
wealth. Information of violations was given, if given at all, in the 
strictest confidence, by a limited few, while the majority looked 
upon us as pirates or blood-suckei-s, whose sole purpose and desire 
was to filch hard-earned dollars from the pockets of good citizens. 
To-day, owing to a better underotanding, ,we are more cordially re- 
ceived, and in many instances, publicly helped in - onr work ; these 
facts resulting in a reduction in the number of violations, and bet- 
ter conditions generally. Complaints regarding the destruction of 
birds, and thei^ nests; the throwing of stones at birds by small boys, 
and the killing of such birds through the use of small rifles, are but 
seldom received, the people apparently understanding the value of the 
life-work of these birds to eacli one of them. Instead of this, boxes and 
homes for the birds are being erected all over the State, and the 
nesting bird, outside of its artificially prepared home, is protected. 
Many people are learning to place the house-cat where it belongs, 
at the head of the list of rermin, and one of our greatest bird de- 
stroyers, and to study all questions relative to birds carefully and 
from an economic point of view, instead of being actuated by im- 
pulse and sentiment plone, as they have been for many years past. 

Sale of Qame. 

With deep regret I am compelled at this time to call your atten- 
tion to what seems to me, to be a most illy considered attempt to 
increase our game; the main incentive to this Increase being profit 
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ill doUana and cents to thoBe wlio may kilt the birds; this profit 
to be realized through the sale of tbe same, it was my fortune in 
my younger days, to travel into the far West, and to remain in that 
couBtry lur a number of years, i entered that uountry in 18GD, and 
left it in 187t). When 1 crossed wliat watt known as the Prairie's, 
l>rairie chickens were found evei-ywhere. After crossing the Misnouri 
river, 1 found butfalo and antelope in vast numbers, covei-iug the 
plains; no protection was accorded hy law, to either of these crea- 
tures, at that time. While in that country, 1 frequently met men 
whose business it was, to bunt and kill prairie chickens, buli'alo and 
antelope for sale. 1 noted their methods, and saw the result of their 
etl'orts. in tbe spring of 1^71, 1 saw at Uld Fort Collins, in Colorado, 
four banters, armed with the then new, Bharps' ritle; these four 
men together with their helpers, skinners, etc., had killed that winter 
and the preceding fall for the hide and tongue alone more than 
7,000 buUalo. Excepting tbe limited quantity of meat needed for 
local consumption, the entire carcass, bad been left where it happened 
to fall. These four men with tbeir outfit, had followed the herds of 
buffalo through Wyoming, Colorado, >.'ebru!jka and Kansas, and back 
again into Colorado, and this was but one, of many such parties. I 
&aw antelope, by the carload, being shipped to eastern markets; 1 
saw prairie chickens, by the carload, shipped east; I saw barrels 
upon barrels of nothing but the breasts of prairie chickens salted, 
and partly smoked, packed for shipment. To-day, the bulfalo, the 
antelope and the prairie chicken, are almost gone. Borne twenty 
years ago I met in Harrisburg two men who were professional mar- 
ket-hunters; tbey were on their way south, following the Higbt of 
woodcock ; they told me they had been shooting, during the summer 
and early fall, in Crawford, Krie and AVarren counties; they ex- 
pected to go into New Jersey, and then into North Carolina, and 
m on to Florida; they had followed this route for years, for the 
special purpose of killing woodcock for the market, and incidentally, 
shot such quail and rulfed-grouse for the same purpose, as presented 
tbemselves. Borne years ago 1 found one man in Bedford county, 
who had killed twenty-one birds that he termed "short-nosed wood- 
cock," (in reality young grouse), in one day in July, and had sold 
tbem to guests of tbe Bedford hotel, a summer resort. Many men, 
follow oor ducks in the same manner, the increase in price received 
making a fall return for the decrease in numbers killed. Woodcock 
and wood-duck are apparently, almost exterminated. These birds 
Lave decreased so rapidly in numbers, that the Biological Survey, 
Washington, D. C, saw fit, a few years ago, to issue a special bulletin 
relative to this condition, they have also issued bulletins in the in- 
terest of additional protection to egrets; certain preserves have 
been purchased, reservations are being made for the protection of 
these, and other birds, that until recently had been killed everywhere, 
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for profit. Societies are being formed to discourage tbe wearing of 
wild birds' feathers for omametitatioii, ttie purpose being to protect 
tlie living bird, tlirougti ttie taking away of profit, to those wlio 
would otherwise kill them. Many of the IState courts, and tbe Su- 
preme Court of the United States have ruled upon this subject. In 
the case of New York vs. Waldorf-Astoria Hotel, the Supreme Court 
of New York ruled, among other things: "That tbe State had the 
right to forbid the sale of game killed outside of that State because 
of the similarity of the game in question," with that found within 
the state, and concluded by saying: "It may close the game markets 
-through the state, during the period of prohibition, in order to re- 
move temptation from poachers and pothunters, who toould not kill 
game out of season if they can not sell it," In the case of New York 
vs. Silz, the Supreme Court of tbe United States ruled that tbe state 
had the right to forbid the possession of game killed outside of the 
State, although the game in question was of a kind not found in a 
wild state in New York. Profit to the hunter, of local game, being 
tbe point aimed at. 

Our wild pigeons have entirely disappeared, few of late years 
having been killed by man; still, tbey are gon& When I was a boy 
wild pigeons seemed to be everywhere, now none are to be found at 
all. These birds used to supply food for thousands, I might say 
millions of men and predatory bii-ds that followed them up and down 
this continent in their migratory tligtit. They also supplied food for 
thousands of predatory animals found in that location, where th^ 
attempted to roost and nest ; some of this predatory horde was feast- 
ing on pigeons, both by niglit and by day ; yet, because of their vast 
numbers and almost unlimited increase, no perceptible decrease, 
through the killing of these birds in this way, appeared for many 
years, and possibly, never would have appeared, bad not a condition 
presented itself, through which tbe demand esceedeed tbe produc- 
tion; that time did come, when for some unknown reason vast num- 
bers of wild pigeons disappeared, suddenly, because of disease, or 
storm, or enemies, after which the supply failed to meet the demand. 
The original stock was destroyed, little by little, slowly at first, th«i 
more rapidly, and still more rapidly, as they decreased in numbers, 
until not one single bird was left. Profit the incentive. 

Some years ago certain gentlemen in Harrisburg clubbed together 
and purchased a number of living quail in the state of Kansas ; the 
birds were brought to Harrisburg, and divided among those who 
had paid for them, the birds were released in different sections of 
this part of the State. One gentlman, a friend of mine, when asked 
the foIlowLng year about the success of this undertaking, said to me: 
"I received my share of those birds all right, and released them on 
my farm in Perry county, where they hatched beautifully; I saw 
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three or more flocks of jovng birds, during the summer time, wh^ 
the fall came and the hunting seaeon opened, a certain Harrisburg 
market-honter (giving name), got in his fine work, and Bold the birds 
to a certain party living in llarrisbnrg (giving name), the Harris- 
bnrg man, last-named, got the birds, the hunter got the cash, and I 
liad the experience. 1 will never do a thing of that kind again." 
Sere again profit to the professional hunter, lead tu the extermina- 
tion of those imported birds, and also their increase. This new idea 
of increasing our game through making the killing of game more 
profitable, than It is at present, is a proposition I fail to understajid. 
Ihe idea of having more men take an interest in raising quail, that 
thef may profit through the sale thereof, sounds all right and is 
quite catchy; but, to my mind, will not work out in practice. Some 
years ago when the Wilson tariff bill was being considered in Gon- 
g^resB, I had a friend who was loud in its praise. That measure 
seemed to him, to be the one thing, necessary to make this country 
bloom as the rose, and to prosper above all other lands. After the 
passage of that measure, and its consequences, this friend, was fair 
enough to say to me: "I cannot understand how this could possible 
have occurred; theoretically, this bill was absolutely perfect, it was 
drafted after the most careful consideration, hy some of the great^t 
minds of the nation. I must admit, that in practice, it seems to be 
a failure." This new proposition of game increase appears to me, 
to be wrong at both ends; it is neither theoretically, or practically 
correct. The effect of tlic sale of game has already been proven be- 
yond the question of a doubt, and needs no further demonstration. 

Quail, wild turkeys and ruffed-grouse, are no more difficult to raise 
in captivity than are woodcock or egrets, and while they may not 
move as far, in there migatory course, as do woodcock and egrets, 
they do move, from one place to another, sometimes traveling many 
miles. If the farmer, or his tenant, for any reason is permitted to sell 
ttie qnail found upon his proi^rty today, what would be the result? 
To my mind, it would be speedily exterminated, nothing else. In my 
opinion, knowing' the farmer, and especially the tenant farmer, ae 
I do, I am satisfied, there would not be one single living quail, or 
mffed-grouse, or wild turkeys, found in this State at the end of two 
years. They would be absolutely exterminated, for the limited profit, 
to some ona either farmer or market-hunter, that might be secured 
through their killing. There is not one farmer in fifty, who would 
feed the quail found upon his property, because of the possibility of 
their wandering to an adjoining farm, upon which they might be 
killed, by the person occupying that farm, to his profit. They would 
be killed to the last bird by many of the tenants, upon the farms, the 
majority of whom stand ready at all times, to take everything, from 
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their rented places, tbat can possibly be coDverted into casli, to tlieir 
profit. Farmers and market-bunters, wbetber the; are tlie owners 
of ttie land or not, would get in tlieir work continuous!;, without 
fear, because, they know there would be no method of identifying the 
birds found in their puesession, even if they were arrested and 
prosecuted. The poacher knows tbat but few farmers, if any, woold 
be willing to prosecute, wasting either their time or their money, in 
pursuit of uncertainties, and running the risk of having possible 
bills of cost to pay, and in addition, possible euits for damages for 
false arrest, if they failed to convict. With many equally vital rea- 
sons, and last, but not least, the undermining of the principle upon 
which all game law seems to be based. 

The Supreme Court of the United States has ruled repeatedly: 

"That the wild game of a state belongs to the people in their col- 
lective capacity." 

"That the right to preserve game flows from the undoubted ex- 
istence of a police power to that end." 

"That it is the duty of (he State to preserve for its peeople a valu- 
able food-supply." And, 

"That the test as to whether the police power is validly exercised 
ia whether the enactment hos relation to the public welfare." 

If it was constitutional, to Bay that the land-owner, could kill 
wild game on hie own land for sale, while the town man was doiied 
this privil^e, it would also be constitutional, to exempt the land- 
owner from any other provision of the game laws. The right of tbe 
t^tate to legislate upon the subject of game protection would be taken 
away, for game would then he the personal property, of a man upon 
whose land it might be found, and its protection would not have re- 
lation to the public-welfare.'' The fact of a joint ownership in game 
would be annulled, the foundation upon which the whole fabric of 
game protection is founded, would be destroyed, and the door opened 
for all manner of l^islation. The man of means could buy or lease 
lands, upon which to hunt at his pleasure; clubs of reasonably well- 
to-do people could lease whole townships for the purpose of hunt- 
ing, to the exclusion of the man financially unable to pay for this 
privilege. These cooditions and questions must be met, they cannot 
be avoided. 

With all these examples, and they are only a few of the many, that 
might be cited, before the eyes of those who pretend to understand 
this subject, they still propose to make game private property, with 
all tbat means, and to turn loose upon the limited number of game 
birds, now found in our cover — quail, wild-turkeys, niffed-groose, 
and others — the unlimited hordes of men, who would kill for profit. 
I can see only extermination, from my point of view, for all our 
birds, game or otherwise, and every animal that can be sold, dbft 
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dtfaer mone;; or barter. I desire to say, in this coimectioD, ttiat I 
am not attempting, in any way, to curtail the sale of game that can 
be raised strictly in captivity, within the limits of an enclosed pre- 
seiT^ as authorized by the Act of May 1, 1009; my entire argument 
U aimed at the sale of game raised and killed upon the open lands 
of the CommoHwealth, game that can cuine and go at v>ill from the 
possessions of one individual to that of another. 1 am very much 
afraid too, thereis, back of this most virtuous effort, to benefit the 
farmer, some purpose, not so evident upon the surface, as for in- 
stance, the interest of the dealer in game, who knows that If the 
right to sell game is given to one class, it must be extended to all 
classes, end he is the one who is now paying the freight. 

Aliens. 

The act passed by the Legislature in 1909, forbidding the un- 
naturalized foreign-bom resident, within this ^tate, to bunt in the 
Commonwealth, and removing from Ibeir hands the power and temp- 
tation to violate our laws, through that feature denying to these 
people the right to own, or to have in possession, shotguns or rifles, 
has resolted in a benefit within the Commonwealth, not only to uur 
birds and game, but also to our people, that cannot be expressed in 
words or figures. There seems to be no foundation upon which a 
trne valuation, of this act can be calculated, but results arc in evi- 
dence everywhere, and I assert, without fear of successful contradic- 
tion, that this office, this year of 1910, and after the above-referred- 
to act was put into working, has not received one reported vidation 
of the game laws at the hands of this class of people, where we for-. 
merly received twenty. It is a rare thing indeed to-day to receive a 
complaint charging an alien with killing game or wild birds con- 
trary to law, except, in those sections along new railroad construc- 
tion, or other large out-door contracts, where many of these people 
are gathered together, and where many are coming and going, from 
outside the State. 

The question of the constitutionality of this Act has been passed 
upon by the Superior Court in the case of Commonwealth vs. Joseph 
Papsone. One of the courts of our Commonwealth, that of Indiana 
county, ruled that this act was unconstitutional, white another 
court, that of Allegheny county, ruled that the act was constitu- 
tional. Both cases were carried to the Superior Court, one by the 
Game Commission, and the other by the defendant; both were ruled 
upon at the same time, by the Superior Court, the action of the Alle- 
gb^y county court, being sustained, and that of the Indiana county 
court, that pronounced the act unconstitutional, was reversed. I do 
not believe there is another individual in this Commonwealth mc^ 



fully acquainted, than 1 am, vitb the conditiang and caoscH that lead 
to the passage of this act, and the benefits that Act from its passage, 
and from this knowledge, I am satisfied that more benefit to bird- 
life, and to the peace of the Commonwealth has been brought about 
b; this act, than b; an; yet passed relating to game protection. 

The guns seized and returned to this office bare been sold in differ- 
ent ways. The collection of these gons made prior to ottr meeting 
in July, were sold in bnlk at public auction, as directed by you, the 
amount realized being so far below, what I felt, should have been 
realized, that I decided to sell the guns collected after that time, at 
private sale, if possible. This I have done, and our books will show 
that while some brok^ and badly worn guns, are still on hand, the 
amount realized for those which have been sold, is more than double 
the amount realized at the sale in balk. While this method ia un- 
handy and trying to us in the office, I believe it should be continued. 

Bonn^. 

I desire to reiterate what I have asserted several times, tbat it 
seems to me anytliing but a display of good business judgment to 
say that man shall kill game in limited numbers, by special methods, 
and at prescribed times only, and shall kill wild birds, other than 
game birds, not at all, and th^, stand idly by and see the same 
birds or animals destroyed by vermin. It cannot be reasonably 
argued, that throu^ the destruction of vermin, such as foxes, 
weasles, skunks, etc., we are disturbing the equilibrium of nature, 
and thereby establishing a condition, resulting in most sure and 
serious injury to the bird-life of the Commonwealth. To my mind 
that cotiditicn already ea.ists, and the balance of nature has long 
been not only diatnriied, but, In many instances, entirely upset by 
man himself. Take our quail, as an illustration; the briarpatch,, 
the line of weeds, along the old rail fence, where the birds formerly 
nested, are cleared away, and the birds driven, for a nesting place, 
to the opeD grain fields, or meadows. Grass and grain must be cared 
for, at a prescribed time, or lost; so along comes the reaper, the 
mower, and the horse-rake just before hatching time, and every nest 
is destroyed. The swamp, into which the covey has been in the habit 
of dying, to roost in safety upon some tussock entirely surrounded 
by water, has been drained, the birds are, therefore, compelled to 
sleep in any old place the; can find, exposed to all manner of night- 
prowlers, and tbeir name is legion. This bird, unfortunately for it, 
ia one of the few that feed upon potato-bugs, and the farmer not 
knowing this, and, in many instances, not caring, sprays his potatoes 
with paris green, and the remnant of the covey, those that hare en- 
dured the winter and starvation, those that have escaped the reaper, 
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the mower, the horse-rake, the honse-cat, the weaeel, the skunk, the 
oppoBum, and other dangers, are forced to surrender "in the good 
old anmmer-tune." What we can do to correct this condition I am 
at a I088 to even suggest, but I feel certain that in those sections of 
the 8tate, where high cnltivatlon prevails, it is almost useless to at- 
tempt to introduce, or protect quail, the; are sure to be exterminated, 
in one way or another. A geaieroua bountj, for the extermination of 
vermin of all kinds, seems to me a solution of the problem, so far as 
it can be reached by a single idea. 

The Beaident Hunter's License. 

The many and varied reasons why tl^e State should supply funds 
in a generous manner, throngh appropriations, for game protection, 
as given in oar circular to the public upon this subject, still- exist. 
The nnmerous braefits that will follow such action are still possible, 
and the fact that the State, throu^ a resident hunter's license, will 
be fully reimbursed lOr any outlay it may make in this direction, 
should justify an appropriation to the amount of at least f 150,000 for 
this purpose. (60,000 of this amonnt might well be appropriated for 
the special purpose of paying bounties upon certain noxious animals. 
This amonnt, in my opinion, would, within a few years, applied as 
it is at presrait, to wild-cats, foxes, minks and weasles, exterminate 
these species, or at least reduce their numbers to such a degree that 
they would no longer be a menace, as they are to-day. The remainder 
of his amount, or $90,000, would well be appropriated, annually, to 
the use of the Game Commission, and with this amount at our com- 
mand, I am satisfied we could in a few years, make of Pennsylvania 
a paradise for hunters, besides giving additional protection to wild 
birds, other than game birds, to the great benefit of the agricnltjirist 
and horticulturist of the Commonwealth. I bare talked with many 
sportsmen upon this subject, and find but few of them opposed to 
this measure, and almost without exception those who do offer ob- 
jections, advance tbe idea that if this is done, the farmers may post 
their lands and exclnde outsiders from certain pleasures the hunters 
now enjoy. I have talked with many farmers upon this snbject ; upon 
the question of the farmers' boys paying the license, and other perti- 
nent questions, and when they understood the provisions of the bill, 
the benefits that will come to them as farmers, bnt few oppose it, as 
they realize that but few farmers, or farmers' sons, limit their hunt- 
ing to their own property, and the benefits derived far outweighs the 
trivial coat. 

Professor Surface, of the Zoological Department, is strongly in 
favor of this bill, and has written and had published, in bulletin form, 
his ideas concerning the benefits to come to Agriculture through its 
passage. There will be opposition, of course, and to win, a strenuous 
Bod united effort must be made by all friends of this measure. 



In addition, those having control of tbe appropriations, miut be 
shown the possibilities of thie act, the matter of the cash return 
through it to the Commonwealth. The methods hy which, the chan- 
rels through which, this certificate is to be issued, and the fee re- 
turned- to the Commonwealth, are questions for thoughtful con- 
sideration. If the money collected is to pass through this office to 
the State Treasurer, one or more additional clerks will be needed. 
If the cash is to go to the State Treasurer direct, and nothing more 
than a duplicate return received in this office, I feel we can still 
handle the work without any addition to our office force. If we are 
to receive an iocreased appropriation, the questions of the pur- 
poses to which this money is to be applied are open for eonsidera- 
tioB, and should be decided' upon at once, so that the bill in proper 
shape may be drafted. If an increase of our paid officers is to be 
made, this matter should be considered at once, and a bill with that 
purpose in view be prepared. 

I am informed, unofficially, by the office orthe Attorney Qaieral, 
that any attempt, in a measure of this kind, to extend special privi- 
leges, as that of giving landowners the right to bunt upon their own 
lands, without first securing the license others are required to secure, 
would be unconstitutional. Special care should also ie exercised, so 
that the moneys thus secwred from hunters, should he applied strictly 
to their use, and not be diverted to other purposes. I understand, 
trouble has arisen over this matter, in several States, wherein 
moneys collected, for this purpose, bad been applied to the mainten- 
ance of roads, or fish, or other subjects entirely outside the purpose 
of its collection. 

Forest Fires. 

lX is with the deepest regret that I am compelled to report that 
lat^ sections of our forest lands located in various parts of the 
State were burned over by forest fires last spring. Owing to the 
very early date in the spring-time of these fires, the injury to nest- 
ing birds and young animals was not a^ gieat as it would hare been, 
had these same fires raged a month or so later; still, the loss was 
serious enough, and is to be deeply regretted. The destruction to 
growing timber, upon said lands, is one of the most serious effects. 
Cne hour of fire, has swept away the growth of many years, and we 
are impressed with the idea that unless these fires can be controlled, 
it is useless to attempt the reforestration of our State. 

A great stride in the direction of forestry protection could be made 
by opening the season for hunting later than at the presoit time, 
when because of possible fall rains and snows, tbe leaves will be 
damp, and the danger from cigarette smokers, and their nmnerouB 
matches, and other careless handlers of fire, would be reduced to a 
minimum. ^ . v - ^ )Q Ic 
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Fortunately oor protectors, throngh the moat atreimons efforts, 
and aided by the force supplied by the Department of Forestry, were 
able, to protect absolutely, the game preserves located in Franklin 
and Clinton counties, although each was seriously threatened. We 
were not so fortunate in Clearfield county, where a large portion of 
the preserve was burned over. Aside from game protection and pres- 
ervation, the saving to growing timber, upon the lands owned by the 
State, and within the limits of these preserves, is of far greater 
worth to the State than any costs that has been expended, in any 
way, in its preservation. An increased number of preserves, with an 
increased number of protectors, it seems to me, would be a step in 
the right direction, not only because of game protection, but also of 
forest conservation. The fact that our protectors were on the ground 
to meet the Are at the time of its inception, has been of extreme value. 

Public Game Preserrees. 

In this matter, I repeat what I said in my report of last ycai^- 
The three game preserves that have been created under the pro 
visions of the act of 1905, appear to be serving the purpose intended, 
that of providing a haven of refuge, into which game and birds of 
all kinds protected by our laws of the Commonwealth, can retreat 
and find peace and rest at all times. We have carefully guarded 
these retreats during the past season and I am pleased to say that I 
know of no violation of the law, relative to these enclosures. Many 
men, who at ilrat opposed the setting apart of these enclosures under 
the impression that they would be used as private hunting grounds 
for politicians and their friends, are now satisfied that the provisions 
forbidding any and all men to hunt thereon, means jast what it says 
and that the Game Commission, will surely see to it, that all offend- 
ers, no matter who they may be, shall be prosecuted. In my opinion, 
there is no better way of increasing the game in this State, than by 
this method, and I think the number of preserves in the Common- 
wealth, should be increased as rapidly as possible. I am satisfied 
much better results can be secured through the restocking of areas 
such as are now authorized and where absolute protection is given 
throughout the entire year, than can be secured through breeding 
parks or preserves in which game of various kinds might be raised* 
in captivity for later distribution, or, throng the purchase of game 
from the outside, or, in any other way. I am satisfied that game of 
almost every variety, will breed to better advantage, in a wild state, 
than in captivity, and that if it is protected from vermin, through 
the method recommended in the circular entitled: "Save our Birds," 
and from man through a conscientious enforcement of the law, a 
reasonable increase is sure to follow. Inclement and unseasonable 
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veather will, of coarse, affect the breeding of game in captiTit; quite 
as mach, if not more than in a wild state, while disease is more apt 
to lay its blighting shadows on animals or birds in con&nemeut, than 
where they are restricted in no way. So far as I haTe been able to 
learn the attempt to rear either mflfed-grouae or quail in captivity 
has not been crowned with great success, and I believe that better 
returas can tie secured through the methods we have adopted than 
in any other way. 

The value of these preserves is to-day being proven and tested in 
a manner not considered at the time of tbeir creation. As you are 
aware, vast tracts of forest lands in this State have been burned over 
and destroyed by forest fires, and game of all kinds has beai driven 
into restricted territory, where, were it not for something more than 
the ordinary game laws, it could, and would be, almost exterminated. 
Iteports to me by those in charge of our preserves show that game of 
all kinds, rabbits and squirrels perhaps excepted, driven from the 
surrounding territory, by flre, has congregated within the limits of 
our lines, has congregated within this city of refuge, where it will 
have peace and rest, until such time as it can again find food in the 
now devasted sections. The protection of these preserves from fire, 
has been a most serious proposition to all parties interested, one 
requiring the most strenuous efforts possible upon the part of every 
man that could be mustered as a flre-fiighter by the Game Commis- 
sion, and the Department of Forestry, and to which last-named De- 
partment, too much credit cannot be given. As it is, fully one-third 
of the Clearfield preserve was burned over. The fires in Clinton 
county threatening our preserve in that section for many days, and 
in places came within a few hundred yards of our wire flre line. The 
Franklin county preserve is still unharmed. I hope to be able to 
guard these preserves so that nobody will hunt therein, or be able to 
drive animals from them, so that they may kill them outside. 

Becognizing the undoubted advantage of these havens of refuge, 
I feel that one or more of them should be established and main- 
tained in every county of the Commonwealth, stocking and restock- 
ing the same with game adapted to that location, so that, they must 
become overcrowded, and the game confined therein of necessity be 
forced into the surrounding territory. It seems to me tliat the main- 
tenance of the preserves solves, at least the deer hunting question, 
so far as the danger of extinction from any cause is concerned. If 
a number of these preserves were established, one or more in each 
county of the State where deer are found some of them enclosed 
as are private preserves, and in which deer can be raised, for dis- 
tribution throughout the State, the majority open, as are those al- 
ready established, being simply havens of refuge, into which birds 
and animals of all kinds can retreat at all times, and be at rest. The 
same being sustained by a fund received from a resident gun tax 



It Beems to m^ that outside of the danger to boman Ures, there 
Konld be no epecial reason for limiting tbe killing of deer to a male 
deer with visible horns. The establishment of preserves of this kind, 
as I later on state, in my reference to private preserves, wonld tend 
to decrease the danger of forest fires, and also increase the interest 
of the general pnblic in forestry preservation. By increasing the 
namber of protectors upon the ground in this Commonwealth, much 
more boieflt than at present, could be secured. I believe that if the 
hunters of this State were made to feel that they wei;^ partuers in 
fact, in the game of this Common wealtb, as well as in name, and that 
the successful raising and distribution of game in this Common- 
wealth means some benefit to each of them, there would be no occa- 
sion, for charging the starting of forest fires, to careless banters; 
it would be to tb^ir interest to preserve the forests, and I sincerely 
believe that this would be done. If all the hunters in this State, did 
not interest themselves in these matters, I am, sure that the majori^ 
of them would do so and that this majority would see to it that 
the limited minority obeyed the law, that each one of them, would 
consider himself a game and forestry protector as well. 

Private Game Preservees. 

That feature of the recent law entirely new to the game law of this 
Conmionwealth, relating to the control, killing and sale of game 
raised in preserves and shipped from said places of confinement with- 
out having been first released in our forests at large, seems to meet 
with the approval of the majority of those who are interested in the 
subject of game protection, and who have given this particular phase, 
a fair consideration. The principal trouble that may possibly occur, 
it seems to me, will be that of keeping game, thus killed in private 
praserves, distinctly separate and apart from game of like kind, that 
may have been killed in our open forests, but, as the only kind of 
game that can possibly be raised to advantage in captivity, within 
preserves, in this State, that is also found at large in our forests, 
wUl he deer, it seems to me, there should be no particular troable 
relative to the matter. I herewith submit to you with this retort, a 
tag which we have drafted and considered suited to secure tiie end 
desired. This new departure seems to me to be desirable for sev- 
eral reasons: it makes profitable tbe use of wild lands that could 
not be used for any other purpose; it is to the interest of those 
owning or controlling preserves of this kind, to see to it, that lands 
both within and adjoining their enclosures, shall be absolutely pro- 
tected from forest flrcH; it means an increase of healthful food, at 
fair prices, secured by competition, within our own State; it reduces 
tbe inc^tive of high prices, to the market-hunter, and thus mini- 
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mizes the possibility of the killing of this partlcalar species of wild 
game, for sale; it also opens a way through which the State is en- 
abled to purchase, at fair prices, deer for the restocking of such 
places as may be selected; taken altogether, I see only profit and 
benefit to the State, through the addition of this feature to our new 
law. 

While we have in this State a number of preserves of this charac- 
ter, only three hare taken advantage of the new law. 

Value of Work Done; 

Our work has been conducted within the appropriation allotted to 
us, and I take pleasure in saying that I know of but few instances 
wherein persecution, under the name of prosecutioo, has been in- 
dulged in, by our officers, or where injuBtice has been done. 

Some complaint has come to us r^arding the manner, through 
which some of our officers, have gained entrance, to the houses of ■ 
aliens in search of guns held contrary to law. In every case investi- 
gation, up to this time, has disclosed sentimental feelings, rather 
than any wrong done, to the foreigner, as actuating the complaint. 
The officers, in several instances, instead of securing search warrants 
in the beginning, obtained entrance to dwellings under the claim of 
searching for stolen goods, and other like claims, located guns, which 
they afterwards, through the use of search warrants, were enabled 
to seize. We hare, on our books the names of more than six hundred 
special deputy game protectors, whose pay for service rendered, is 
one-half of the penalty recovered, and it is extremely surprising to 
me that, so little complaint has come to us regarding the manner, 
through which some of our men hare acted. I have done my best, 
to have each one understand, that game and wild birds' protection, 
alone, was the purpose in view, and that the Game Commission 
would permit no one, to use his office for persecution or profit, or 
any other thing, not in accord and in the direct line of bis duty, and 
protection. 

We have collected and returned to the State Treasurer, in fines 
and p^ialtles, since the date of my last report to you, July 7, 1910, 
moneys amounting to $4,029.65; this added to the $6,779.03, re- 
turned between December 1, 1909 and July 7, 1910, makes a total 
of 110,908.68, that we have returned to the State Treasury during the 
year, December 1, 1909, to December 1, 1910. I am satisfied that 
moneys amounting to hundreds of dollars, collected from violators 
of the game laws, during this time, still remains in the hands of cer- 
tain justices of the Commonwealth. Our appropriation for the flscal 
year was $20,100.00; we have, therefore, actually returned to the 
Commonwealth more than one-half of the amount set apart to our 
use by the State, besides bringing to the bird-world a peace and 
happiness that cannot even be estimated, and untold benefit to the 
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State throni^ tlie life-vork of these same birds. We hare returned 
to the State throagh the eztingniBhrnent of forest flree, and the pro- 
tectiou of growing timber, both within and adjoining our preaerres, 
a Talne far abore anyttiing that has been appropriated to onr ns^ 
for our officers were engaged last spring many days in the fighting of 
forest fires, and they hare done their work well in this particular. 
Man; tons of food, in the shape of game of Tarioos kinds, was sup- 
plied the people. I beliere it is a conserratire estimate to say, that 
two million rabbits were kiUed in this State daring the season just 
{.lassed, areraging in weight at least one and one-half pounds each. 
lEetums received in this office from our protectors and others, indi- 
cate that at least eight hondred deer were taken in the State averag- 
ing in weight, at least one hundred and twenty pounds apiece. More 
than fire hundred black bear were taken, averaging at the lowest es- 
timate two hundred pounds each. Hundreds of wild-turkey were 
taken; thousands of ruffed-grouse and quail were killed; besides 
squirrels, dncks, shore birds, and other game. Jointly going to make 
the game season of 1910 memorable as one of the most successful 
seasfHW experienced, for many years. A splendid stock has been left 
from which our corers are to be replenished, and tbis with proper 
care throng the extermination of vermin, feeding of the birds, and 
additional protection upon the part of those interested, can well be 
done. 

I am ^tr^nely sorry to be compelled to report to you at the 
very last moment, that from personal observation, and many reports 
receired, 1 am satisfied, many more does and small deer were killed 
this fall, than there should have been, not through mistake, but 
deliberately and wilfully, by men who scorn the law, and who pro- 
pose to do as they please. Some of those doing this thing, would be 
most indignant at even the suggestion of stealing their neighbor's 
chickeus, or the milk, or newspaper from his door-step; yet, they 
do not hesitate to unlawfully take game, in which that neighbor has 
a joint interest, thereby deliberately defrauding that neighbor of 
his interest in the game taken. Jt seems to me that it would 
be well to add to the penalty now imposed by law for this offense, by 
providing, that any person proven to have wilfully and illegally 
kiiled a doe in this Commonwealth should be precluded from camp* 
ing on State lands, or hunting anywhere in this State, for a period 
of at least three years, and in addition, should have his name pub- 
lished in the county newspapers of that county in which he may 
reside. The honest man, under existing conditions, is not fairly 
treated; be refrains from killing a doe when the opportunity pre- 



sentfl Itself, becanee, that is tbe law, and he ie a lavabiding' citiscn, 
only to see the Rame aDimal destroyed by his dishonest fellow hnnttf. 
This condition demands your closest attention. 

Kespectfull; submitted, 

JOSEPH KALBFUS, 
Secretary of the Game Commia$ion, 
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FINANCIAL STATEMENT. 

Third Qnarter of Appropriation. 
December 13th 1909 to February 28, 1910. 

To warrant on appropriation, f2,650 00 

To balance from last qnarter, 79 02 

To p^alties .and coets collected daring 

quarter, 3,329 26 

To fee tor licenses, 11 00 

To waste paper sold, 6 39 

To proceeds of guns sold 63 30 

To orerdrawn check sent to John T. Lewis, 30 00 
To purchase money for guns: 

By B. N. Levy, 20 00 

By J. W.,Hiimer, 10 00 

16,097 07 

By current ezpeoseee for quarter, $2,659 26 

By deposits with State Treasurer, 3,291 96 

By penalties returned to proeecntore of 
record, 164 50 

6,005 70 

Balance, f92 27 

Balance: 

General fund, $69 82 

Preserve account, 3 85 

Cash on hand, purchase money for guns, . . 30 00 



$92 27 



Fonrth Quarter of Appropriation. 
March Ist, 1910, to May Slat, 1910. 

To warrant on appropriation, $2,650 00 

To balance from last quarter, 92 27 

To penalties and costs collected during 

qnarter, 1,120 64 

To fees for certlflcates, 17 00 

To proceeds from confiscated guns, 446 40 



$4,226 31 
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By current ezpemee for quarter, 92,688 14 

By deposits in State Treasory, 1,509 00 

By penalties retnmed to proaecntoni of 
records, 74 04 



4,171 48 



Balance, 



Balance: 

General fund, |B0 88 

Preserre account, , 2 95 



Fifth Quarter of Appropriation. 
Jane 1st, 1910, to Augnst Slat, 1910. 

To warrant on appropriation |2,660 00 

To balance from last quarter, 63 83 

To penalties and costs collected daring 

quarter, 1,197 89 

To fees for certificates 13 00 

To fees for propagating tags, 3 00 

To proceeds of confiscated guns, 17 60 



(3,836 i 



By current expenses for quarter, tl,588 91 

By deposits in Btate Treasury, 1,213 89 

By penalties returned to prosecutors of 

record, 17 50 



Balance, »1,014 92 



Balance: 

General fund »1,011 97 

Preserre account, 2 95 

|1,014 92 
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Sixth Qnarter of Appropriation. 

September lat, 1910, to October Slst, 1910. 

To balance from last qnarter, f 1,011 92 

To penalties and coats collected during 

qnarter, 1,807 76 

To fees for certiflcates, 19 00 

To proceeds of confiscated gnns, 197 50 

»3,039 17 

B; carrent expenses for quarter, (1,069 60 

Bj deposits in State Treasury, 1,948 2S 

B; penalty retnmed from general appro- 
priation, 12 60 

Gash on hands (stamps), S 60 

3,106 35 

Account overdrawn, t67 18 

General fund orerdrawn, (70 13 

Preserve account, 2 96 

»67 18 
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REPORT OF THE BOARD 
OF GAME COMMISSIONERS 



To His Excelleiicy, Joliu K. Teller, tioveriior iif Pouiisylvauia: — 

Sir: — In cotnpliam'e with the act of June 25, 18il5, creating the 
Board of Oame ComraissioDera of tliiK Commonwealth and prescrib- 
ing its dnties, we herewith respectfully submit to you onr report of 
work done through and under our direction during the year Inter- 
vening between Deeemlwr 1. 1910, and ])ccend)er 1, 1911; and that 
jou may the more thoroughly understand the situation and grounds 
upon which this report is based, we attach hereto a copy of the report 
of our Secretary for the same period. 

From what we have been able to gather from this and other reports 
made to ua, and from a personal examination made in different parts 
of the State, we feel satisfied that song and insectivorous birds of 
ali kinds, classed as wild bii-ds other than game birds, are increasing 
in this State, and the benefit to the Commonwealth from this increase 
from economic point of view is most marked. 

The increase of game birds, beyond that of last year is evident in 
many sections of tbe Commonwealth ; Quail being more plentiful in 
Western Pennsylvania than for many years; this increase of Quail 
being in evidence in most of the Counties of the Commonwealth, ex- 
cepting the Northern tier, and a limited niiiubcr of Counties in the 
Southeastern part of the State, where because of close cultivation, it 
is impossible for these birds to exist at all. 

More Ruffed-grouse have been seen dui'ing the past summer and 
fall, and more have been killed in the State during the open season 
just past, than has been the ease for five or more years. 

The reports of Wild Turkeys have been exceedingly flattering, and 
we believe there are more Wild Turkeys in the State today than there 
has been for many years. 

There is no doubt whatever about the very decided increase of Deer 
and Bear. More Peer have been seen in the State than for twenty- 
five or more years, and while inrhaps no more deer were killed, be- 
cause of the law ])roliibiling the killing of any deer excepting a "male 
deer with horns visible above the hair," this same provision has saved 
the lives of many does and small deer, that otherwise would hnvc 
been slaughtered. While we are not, at this time, in position to defi- 
nitely state the number of men killed and wounded in mistake fur 
(8) 



deer in the Unilcd States during tlie hiiDting season jnst pasBed, we 
take pleasure in «nying that not one single instance of this kind in 
tliis State lias coipe to our notice. H'e know there liave been several 
men killed in this Slate and a niiinher wounded diiriug our open sea- 
son this year, some accidentally and some in mistake for Turkeys, 
but not one in mistake for deer; this condition sjHiaks for itself, and 
the increase of deer or the success of hunters is only incidental. 

Notwithstanding the reported increase of Bear, there seems to have 
been fewer killed than for several years; this we believe is due to the 
elimination of the steel-ti-ap in taking bear, and not to a reduced num- 
ber of Bear in the woods. The Bear by nature being timid and sly. 
and a night-prowler is not so easily taken as some might suppose. 

Rabbits seem to have been plentiful all over the State and large 
numbers were taken in various ways. 

Taken altogether, the hunting season just pa.ssed, appears to us to 
have been a successful one from the standpoint of game captured. 

We view with alarm the disposition of many to use high-power 
rifles in the neighborhood of towns, near public roads and thickly 
settled rural communities, and that no more accidents from the same 
have been reported, is a source of surprise and wonder to us. With 
the increase of travel that must come because of improved roads, we 
feel the danger from this souree will surely increase and be a serious 
menace to human life during the open season for deer; even under 
present conditions when men are compelled to look before they shoot. 
What can be done to restrict, if not eliminate this danger is a most 
perplexing question. 

We recognize the benefit of an outing with gun and dog. 

We appreciate the value of expert-riflemen as a National defence 
In time of war. 

We understand that the experience secured in hunting and in camp 
life, in traversing our forests by day or by ni^t, fits our youog 
men to meet the responsibilities of life, as nothing else can fit them. 

We realize that the value of the food-supply secured through hunt- 
ing means much to many people. 

But, we also recognize the fact that but a limited portion of our 
people hunt, not over three per cent, at the outside, and consider that 
the remaining ninety seven per cent, are entitled to some protection, 
the year round, from the reckless man with a high-power rifle in 
his hands. We hope to give this question careful consideration dur- 
ing the coming year. 

While the drafting of the act of June ^rd, lOlI, making a uniform 
open season for certain game animals and birds, did not originate' 
with the Game Commission, we heartily indorse its provisions in the 
main, for several reasons: — 

Tljat the weather is more seasonable for hunting. .-> ■ ^ 



That game of all kinds is better able to take care of itself on the Ist 
of November, that it could do upon October 15th. 

That the game is more mature and of better quality, than it would 
be earlier in the season. 

That the majority of our song and insectivorous birds are gone to 
their winter-homes by the lat of November, and are not liable to be 
killed as they might be in October. 

That because of possible ntins, or snows, the danger of possible 
forest-fires has been reduced to the minimum. 

We consider the open season for game birds, as fixed by the last 
I^islature at six weeks, to be at least two weeks longer than it 
should be. 

We call your attention to the financial statement as made to us by 
our Secretary. 

Respectfully yours, 

CHARLES B. PENROSE, 

President. 
WM. K. McCALEB, 
JNO. M. PHILLIPS, 
C. K. SOBER, 

laning harvey, 
ar7hi;r chapman, 

lloaifi uf Game Comuiissiontirs. 
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REPORT OF THE 

CHlEr GAME PROTECTOR 

FOR THE 

STATE OF PENNSYLVANIA FOR 1911. 



Hnrrisbui)^, I'a., December 4, 1911. 
To the Honorable Board of daiue Conimissionei-s of PeiiUHjIvania; — 

Gentlemen: — In making ILis annual report, I feel that I cannot do 
better than to reiterate what 1 have said In my report dated Decem- 
ber 1st, 1010, namely, that our work as a Game Coiummione appears 
to bave been rewarded to a marked degree, through a splendid in- 
crease of animal and bird life, classed as wild, both of game and 
otherwise, in this Commonwealth, and also through a better under- 
standing with the people. 

In luy varied travels throughout (he Stale, I almost daily come in 
contact with some one, interested enough in the conservalion of our 
wild-life to observe conditions, and who becanse of that interest, has 
noted the rapid, I might say the phenomenal, inci-ease of esiwcially, 
our wild birds, other than game-birds; many of these i-eports regard- 
ing conditions strictly local; the ol»server attributing this increase, 
to the s]>ecia1 interest in this matter taken in his immediate neigh- 
borhood. This is, no d(mbt, the cause, and just as the special terri- 
tory referre<l to, has been benefited by the special interest of the 
people located npon that territory, so the next section, and the next, 
has come under the same educational ijilluence, until the entire Htale 
has been covered, and our bird-life has been accorded a peace and 
rest never given before in my memory, not Ihrough special fear of 
our officers, or of any punishment that might la" dealt to the violator, 
but because the peojde, old and young, of all classes, are eveiywhere 
learning the value of the life-work of birds, and are helping us in our 
work of protection. Many clubs and organizations are constantly 
being formed in this ^lale for that purpose. 

This uuitter has been taken up in cmr public schools; it is being 
considered by many orgnni7.ntions, such as the Itoy Scouts, and other 
efforts to educate, espei-ially llie young, along corrwt lines, with the 
result, that not tmly the numb(>r, but also the varieties of birds, ap- 
pear fo be gi-ealer than I have ever known before in this Ccaiimnn 
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wealth. TMb is the result of absolute protection. The onlf exception 
that 1 find along this line is the efforts made bj certain people, out 
of the State, to seeure dollars from the unsophisticated, and I am fre- 
quently in receipt of applications from young men, especially in the 
Itackwoods, who desire certificates to practice taxidermy, their edu- 
cation along this line being secured through some correspondence 
schools in the West. Whether or sot this ui^ing of men into parting 
with good dollars for somelhing that canuot benefit them in tbia 
State, is legitimate, or not, is a question, and I have referred tbis mat- 
ter to the U. S. postal authoi-ilies, for under our law not one single 
bird or animal can legally Ite killed for scientific purposes, unless 
the holder of the certificate, authorizing Buch killing, be either con- 
nected with some Public Museum, or a teacher of Ornothology in the 
Public Schools of the State. 

Game. 

While it is surprising to me, a decided increase of our various kinds 
of game is also reported. Quail are said to be more plentiful in 
Western and Southwestern Pennsylvania than for thirty years; a 
most notable increase is reported from many other sections, especially 
Central Pennsylvania, and even from the Northeast comes good re- 
ports. Turkeys appear to be more plentiful than for years, and we 
have both written and verbal statements to the effect that more tur- 
keys have been seen and heard in this State during the present year, 
than for many years. More wild turkeys have been killed during 
the open season, tbis year, than have been killed for many years in 
this State and more appear to be left. Birds of this kind have t)een 
seen on territory far removed from where turkeys have been seen or 
known to exist; in some instances, they are reported in forests from 
which turkeys apparently were exterminated thirty or more years 
ago. Ruffed grouse are reported fairly plentiful in some sections, and 
extremely scarce in other sections, where only recently they were 
found in numbers. 

When 1 consider the unfavorable conditions surrounding our game 
of all kinds, I am lead to wonder how any increase is possible. In 
the East, really throughout the entire State, where farming is carried 
on to any extent, close cultivation has driven the Quail from the briar- 
patch and wood-lot, to the meadow and the grain fields, where about 
the time they are ready to hatch, along comes the reaper, the mower, 
or the horse-iake, to the serious disadvantage of the birds. They face 
from late spring to early autumn tlie farmer with his parisgreen on 
potatoes, for unfortunately for those birds, they appear to be lovers 
of potatoe bugs, and eat tlieui whenever possible; they are compelled 
to roost in unprotecteil places, the swamp wherein they formerly 
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found safety, both hy day and by iiiylif, liiiR Iteeu draiuvd. TLe tur- 
keys and groU8e must meet tbe dangers of forcNl-hrCH. Each one of 
our birds must face its natural eDemie» of all kinds — the owl, the 
crow, the house-cat, the worthless dog, thai is cuiupelled to hunt fur a 
liFing, and smaller veniiin of all kinds, and lant. but not least, im- 
proved fire-arms in the bands of exin-rts, who travel in automobilex, 
and who because uf this rapid transit,' are ahle to cover several tracts 
of woods, or fields, in the morning, doing tbe same thing in another 
direction that afternoon. Ntme of these men would think of taking 
your newspaper or can of milk from your door-step, but many of 
them do not hesitate to take game birds or animats contrary to the 
provisions of law, failing to remember that ever citizen of the Com- 
monwealth has an undivided interest in that bird or animal, and that 
the taking illegally, is just as much a wrong as would he the taking 
of the new3pai»er or the milk. I am, therefore, surprised that there 
is any increase of our game, really that there is any game at all, and 
I cannot see, under present conditions, how this condition can be con- 
tinued. 

Bounties. 

Those in authority in this State have seen fit to re<luce the appro- 
priation heretofore made for the payment of bounties, which action, 
I most deeply and sincerely regret, for 1 know that with Ihe increase 
of vermin, comes additional danger to (mr game and wild bird-life, a 
condition to he deplortnl. The (.iame t'onimission has the satisfaction 
of knowing, that it has done everything in its power, to combat this 
condition, still it appears that in spite of our most strenuous effort, 
vermin is to he increased. If those who are by their unreasonable 
opposition to the Hesident Iluuters' License bill, blocked its passage, 
and prevented the creation of a fund, through which vermin could 
be exterminated, feel that they have done a good work, I presume (he 
matter is for them. I certainly do not envy them their thoughts, and 
feel satisfied that no real benefit can come to them through misrepre- 
sentation of this matter, for the only bill attempting to secure an ap- 
propriation for the payment of bounties was drafted in this otflce, 
and presented at our instance. 

Shorter Season. 

In addition to the extermination of vermin, it seems to me that 
a shortened season, if we expect to preserve our game, is an absolute 
necessity. The adoptitm of a uniform oi>en season for game in as 
far as that might be, is t(i my mind a step in the right direction, and 
while the act recently ]iasse<1 opening the season for rabbits, squin-els, 
grouse, quail and wild turkeys upon the Ist day of November and 
cloBing it on the IRth day of December, adds fifteen days to the open 
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seiisun, aa fixed fur i|iiail and wild tiirkfjs, I),y former laws, it baa 
changed tlie season, so llial ttie biids in ihe )K'jj;inniii|; of llie i^easoD, 
will be older, and stronf^T, and beriei- abb' lu care for themselves, 
than the.v were uiion Ibe l.llb of Oclobei-, mid I am satisfied, that in 
many sih-Hcuik Ibe two weeks added in I)eeember will not cause the 
death of many birds. While I would liave preferred, and aigucd, for 
au open season of a single iiiontli in diiraliim. I feel that this season 
as fixed is a slej) in (he rifibt direction, and will result in more benefit 
' than injur,v, to game of all kindi^, especially binls. One condition to 
be regretted, is, that hecanKe of the extending of the season for small 
game beyond tlie close of Ihe season for din-r, tlieie will, no donbt, be 
some deer killed contrary to law; this oondilion adds to tlie work 
of this oflice. ICxpcrience teaches me that Ihe great majorit.v of 
hunters prefer rabbit shimting. to bird-shooting, and that when the 
season for labbits and birds opens at the same time, many gnns are 
used in ralil>it-bunting. that wonid otherwise Ite used for bird- 
shooting, were the seasons dill'erenl, and I kni)W loo, that when the 
man lumting for raiihits, has gone through a hrush-lot, the bird- 
hunter, when be ccmies along, must go into thicker cover wheie the 
birds have taken refuge, and whei-e they are much harder to kiU. It 
appears, that when Ibis bill was drafted, Hungarian quail were over- 
looked, because perhaps, the act of May 1st, 1!KI9, forbade the killing 
of flungarian quail f»n' a series of yeai-s, and the fact that this limi- 
tation bad expired, was forgotten. As if now stands, the open sea- 
son for Hungarian quail, is from October liitb to November 15lh of 
each year, but as there are veiy few of these birds in this State, there 
will be hut slight reason for hunting them, hefoi-e tbe ojien season for 
i)tber birds. One of the most beneficial etfects of this law, lo my 
mind, is the Iivsening of the probahilily of forest-flres. T'nder oi-di- 
nary coudititms, forests usually dry in Octolter. will have Iteen 
dampened by either rains or snows, before llie middle of Novendier. 

Deer. 

Our (leer in nunihers have undoubtedly increased in ever section of 
the State, where tiiey are found at all. They have i-eally spread into 
territory where no deer liave been found in a wild state for many 
yeai-s. This increase is admitted by almost every person who under- 
stands conditions; many of those who have been asserting that the 
buckbiw savMi no deer, and Ibat fully as many does were killed, year 
after year, since the jiassage of (his law, as had ever lieen killed befoiT. 
will also have to admit, that our deer have increased to a wonderful 
extent. a]»i)arenlly f()rgetting, that there must be a reason for this 
increase, and that their slalejiients regarding these mattei's, are, to 
sjiy tbe least, slightly inctmsisleul. 
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The pur[)(>»e of tbis iinivisiim is umioutitcdiy tlii-eefold: First, (o 
make hunters look before shooting; Hwoiid, to prenerve female deer 
xo that they may reprodut-e and pei-petuale Ihetr kiud; Aud tiiird, 
that the young mule deer Hliail l>e protected uiilil lie luis attaioed uu 
ape, where lie may sufcessfully serve the pui-[H)He Nature iutetided 
him to serve. 

Data collected by the Biological Survey, Wnsliington, 1). C, shows 
that not oue man has been killed or vounded in miutuke for deer, dur- 
ing the pant two yeais, in nine Stales, wherein the killing of does is 
prohibited, PennHylvania being included in that nuni>H;r; while in 
five States, wherein bucks and d(M>s may he killed indiscriminately, 
in the season of l!t(K), eighteen (18) men were killed and fully three 
times that number wounded, not accidentally, but in mistake for deer, 
and in the season of liHO, tweuly-two (2'2i men were killed in the 
same Ktiites, and several times that nund)er wounded, not accident- 
ally, but in mistake for deer. This condili<m siM-aks for itself, aud 
while it may be necessary, after a while, because of this rapid in- 
crease of deer, to permit the killing of some does, to be used in camp, 
we have now secured a safety to the huntei-s that is extremely satis- 
factory. 

R^arding the second provision, the projiriety and necessity for 
preserving female deer, if we hope to perpetuate and increase the s])e- 
cies, it seems to me, tliere can Ik no ditferenre of opinion. No sane 
man in the cattle, or horse, or sheep, or any other domestic live-stock 
business, would consider success possible, if he jiermitted the mothcis 
to be (lestroye<l, and the same principle applies lo deer. 

Kight here may lie applied the third ])urpose of the law, providing 
that only male deer "irith horiin vinihlc aborr the liar" might be 
killed. This wording demonstrates, the knowIe<ige and foresight und 
intent of those drafting this measure. Any one pretending to uiider- 
Ktand the habits and dis|H)sition of deer, knows that the young of that 
family, reach Ihe age of jmherty at sixteen months, or younger, the 
female fawn Wm in March or. Ajtril of one year frequently being 
followed by a single fawn of her own in .Tune or July r)f the follow- 
ing year, and by two fawns the year after that. Those who have 
given the matter consideration know that the male deer, reaches the 
age of puberty, at the age of sixteen months, or under, and therefore, 
under this provision, is given the opportunity of begetting its kind, 
before being exiK)se<l to Ihe fire of the riflemen, because we know that 
a male deer born in April or May of this year, does not and accord- 
ing to the course (if Nature, cannot have horns bef(n-e or during Ihe 
open season for deer, of the first yeai- of his life, and when Ihe open 
season of his second year has come, he has reached the age of pnbert,v, 
and been given the opportunity of serving the purpose of his crealion. 

That this was the intent of those who drafted this measure, is evi- 
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dent from Nie fad, tlial the fii-wl act relaliitt; to Ihis suhjwt, the Act 
of April 15lh, 1007, pi-ovided lliat but ime dwr might l»e killed by 
one person in one year, "wliicli in every iUKtance shall Ite a male deer 
with honta." Prior to this Act. bucks, does and fawns were kille<l 
indiscriminately, the only restriclioiis being, the close season, and 
that not more than two deer, big or little, might l»e legally killed by 
one person in nny one season. Our deer were on the verge of ex- 
termination, and additional protect i<»n was necessary, if we were to 
have deer in lliis Slitle; this provision *•« mate dfcr irith !toms" did 
not seem to serve (he purjwise intende<l^that of preserving does and 
fawns — and the following Legislature reconsidered this mailer, and 
]iy the Act of May 1st, VMi), section IS, ultereil the provision, milking 
it read "whick in cvrry instOHvc nhall be a male deer with horns rnsible 
above the hair." Just as jilainly saying that no fawn, or baby deer, 
should legally be killed, as that no doe, or female deer could be legally 
killed, because no baby deer, under the age of a year, could possibly 
have horns. 

In my last rejiort to you I mentioned the fact that thwe was con- 
sidcrahle controversy among hunters over the possibilities likely to 
arise out of, or because of, the law }>ermitting the killing of bucks 
only. For sometime past, really beginning with the date of the pass- 
age of this act, I have been in receipt of inquiries, both by letter and 
verbally, regarding the possible result of this provision, in the matter 
of both the increase of our deer in numbers, and possible degeneracy. 
I have listened to many arguments upon this subject, and am in re- 
ceipt of numerous opinions regarding it. It is a well-known fact that 
the strongest of the males, either moose, elk, deer or fur-seals, through 
physical conflict with their fellows, maintain harems, from which the 
young and consequently weaker animals are driven. Dr. W. T. Homa- 
day, one of the great naturalists of the World, writes that: "As a 
principle, I think it is entirely possible for sportsmen to kill o(t' so 
many males of any given species of deer, moose, elk, that a certain 
number of females will remain 'barren' each year, that the breeding 
will be done by the young and immature bucks, instead of the finest 
and largest animals that Nature produces, » • • • This cannot 
be anything else than a serious matter. • * • • I believe it is 
impossible for any one to say much to the purpose about the number 
of females, that naturally would constitute a proper harem, for white- 
tail deer; what I. may say. should be regarded only as a guess, but 
think, that one buck should not have more than twelve breeding does 
in his harem, preferably six or eight, 

"I think you will do well lo keej) a close watch on this phase of 
deer propagation, and when you find that it is no longer possible for 
sportsmen to bring out a goodly number of bucks of the first class 
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each year, then, you may be sure the time has come to take such 
measures as will give a larger number of bucks a chauce to reach their 
finest development." 

Dr, T. S. Palmer, Assiiitant Chief of the Itiulogical Survey, at Wash- 
ington, U. C, wriles me to the effect, that in his opinion the killing 
of large bucks will have but little effect upon the iocrease or Btainina 
of deer, and cites as an illustration, the fact that male deer only, have 
been killed in \'ermont, for several years, ten or more, with no per- 
ceptible decrease, in either the number of fawns found iu the woods, 
or the size, strength, or other physical characteristics of the deer, 
in that section. You will note the difference of opinion of these lead- 
ing authorities. 

1 have made it a point to inquire specially regarding this subject 
among those interested in the breeding of domestic stock, having the 
same disposition as deer to maintain harems, and have been almost 
invariably (old (hat the young male, after reaching an age uf two 
years, was to be preferred for breeding purposes, to a male of four or 
more years. 

Wild Cats. 

It appears though from reports received from several sections of 
the State that there were apparently numbers of "barren" does found 
in the wood, or at least, there were but few fawns, or fawn-tracks, seen 
in some sections, while in other sections, fawus were found frequently. 
The fact that the young deer were plentiful in some sections, and not 
in others, while the same law relating to the killing of bucks prevailed 
over the entire State, led me to make special inquiry regarding con- 
ditions in the different sections, and I learn that in that part of the 
State, where few young deer ai-e found, wild cats, are plentiful, while 
the reverse is the condition where fawns are found in the usual num- 
bers. I have learned of the killing of uumbere of large wild cats this 
fall, one reporte<l as killed in Huntingdon county weighed 50 lbs., 
another kiHe<l in Clinton county and put im the scale, weighed 52 lbs., 
and had in its slomach a quantity of deer Jlesh and deer hair. I have 
re[)ort8 of three other wild cats killed in this Slate this fall, Ihaf had 
deer flesh and hair, in their stomachs, anil I have the reports from 
many hunters to the effect, that freiiuontly the deer tracks they atiuck, 
had the tracks of a wild cat following the same line of travel. From 
a careful investigation of this subject, I am satisfied that many 
young fawns, and some full grown deer, are killed, every season by 
wild cats, and some by foxes ; men are not the only destroyers of deer. 
One gentlemen, a keeper of a private preserve, told me of finding a 
fawn, a day or so old, killed by a fox; he saw the bushes shaken by 
the struggle, ran in, and saw a red fo.\ run away, and found the fiiwn 
with its throat so torn and matilated, that it died while he stood by 
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its side. This name gentleman told me of seeing a wild cat spriDg 
upon the neck of a large buck, in the preserve under his control, for- 
tunately for the deer, the end of a fallen tree, with its strong project- 
ing branches, made it possible for the deer to dislodge its eneni.v at 
the first jump, otherwise the result of the battle would no doubt have 
been most serious for the deer. 

It seems to me that the problem can well be solved through the pass- 
age of a geoei-ous appropriation for the payment of bounty ami the 
creation of additi(mal preserves, or havens of refuge, 8u<'h as now 
exist in five counties of the Slate, and in which bucks, as well as does, 
and game of all kinds, now find peace and safely at all times. A pub- 
lic game preserve in every county in which deer are found, would, it 
seems to me, to a great degree, settle this queslion for all time, in 
this way countinuing that safety to the i>eople, now iicconlwl by law, 
njid nminlaining the deer both in uumbtTs and stamina. 



A mast marked increase in the number of bear found in this Slate 
is reported from our rough mountain sectious. I recognize the fact 
that bear-huuling is must strenuous and exciting, and that the carcass 
of a bear, when secured, is more valuable than is the carcass of a deer, 
that a fair inci-ease of bear, so that each hunter may have his chance, 
will perhaps bo a benefit to the hunter, and be appreciated by those 
who hunt bear, but, when I consider, that even an excessive increase 
of bird-life, that under ordinary conditions, is benelicial, changes 
the character of their work, and makc« excessive increases undesira- 
ble, remembering the many and varied trails of the bear and his possi- 
bilities, I am lead to wonder, whether or not the increase of bear, 
made possible by the act forbidding the use of steel traps in taking 
this animal, may not cause injury rather than benefit to the Stala 
I lecognize both the dangerous and cruel phase, of setting steel traps 
in the open forests; I also remember the disposition of the bear to flee 
from man, every time, when given the opportunity, so that it is ex- 
treiiely hard to kill a boar, through the use of a gun only, and wonder, 
whether or not, this action will not be reconsidered in the near future. 
Pensonally. I <lo not indorse this provision. 

Other Oame. 

Other game, such as blackbirds, doves, reedbirds, wild water fowl 
and shore birds, appear to be in usual numl>ers. Squirrels are re- 
ported very plentiful, in sections where large timber, their natural 
home, has not been destroyed; and rabbits are reported in excessive 
numbers in many sections of the State, in some sections, they are 
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really becotning a menace to growing crops and irwK. Wliile tlie rab- 
bit occuiiien a nitfhe peculiar to ilwlf, supplying recreation and a 
food-supply to men, and a food-supply, easily taken, liy piedntory 
birds and animnlK, a condition that tends to pi-eservex game birds and 
domestic fowls. I am Katinfled that an incirasc of lliese aninuils, be- 
yond tlie benftlcial [Hiinl is possible, and this should be guarded 
aga'nsl. I feel tliai Ibe dove, for many reasons, should be i'emove<l 
from the list of game birds and given absohilc piotcdion in Pennsyl- 
vania. 

Purest Fires. 

It is wilh tlie deepest regret that I am compelled, in loucbing niMin 
this subject, to say tliut foiesl-tii-es bave wrongiit untold damage dur- 
ing tlie sjiring jnst pant, and in many sections that have escaped the 
ravages of this destroyer for years. Onr splendid preserve, with iimny 
thousands of acie.s im all sides of it. in ('IJnron connly has been almost 
entirely bnnied over. Since the creation of Ibis haven of refuge I 
Lave made a peisoual effort to jirescrve it abscdntely fnmi fires, to 
demonstrate, through the growth of trees wilhin its boundaries, the 
pasRibililieK of forest conservation, under a care such as 1 was giving, 
and sucli as I alloweti niysflf to bvliev.'. might be, aud shimhl be, given 
by every one enlrusled with the care of our forests in this common- 
wealth. The improvement of Ihe growing liniliei in Ibis preserve 
since the time it came under onr control was most marked: the ten- 
der shootK that were just springing into being at that time, had grown 
until the ground was shaded, and one was able |o walk erect under 
the H]:re.idinK branches. I was beginning to congralulate myself in 
the lliouf*h, Ibat because of (bis condition, the leavL's upon (he ground 
nnder these trees, would never dry out as thoroughly as they bad 
dried heretofore, and, therefore, the days of forest-flres in that jne- 
serve wei-e nnndiei-ed. One t>r two years more, to my mind, was all 
that windd be necessary to gintrantce absolute safely, im this tract, 
and there would be erec(ed a uu)nuua'n( lo intelligent ellort. Today, 
I am eoni)ielled to acknowledge that through the ,slrikiug of a single 
match, my fondest hopes in this regard have been wrecked and my in- 
tended denionstraficm. has been revctsed. The conceit has been en- 
tii-ely taken ont of me, the growth of years, with all that means, has 
gtme up in smoke, and we must begin again with the lender shoot 
that springs cmt of aslies of blasted liopes and bider memories. J do 
not care to dwell u])on this subject at any length, and only hojw that 
ex[)enence may teach new lessons and methods, that will bring better 
results. I have asked the Forestry people lo grant us the right to cut 
a doublt fire line, instead of a single fire line around our ]n'eserve, one 
located about one hundred or more feet from the other, so that in 
times of necessity, we can back-fire from rme to the other, in the hope, 
that we can perhaps save the remainder of our threatened tracts. 



Work Done. 

I feel that very cieditable serviceB have been i-«udei-ed by tlie oflicerB 
of the Coiimiiasiou during Ihe past .vewr. We have to be sure, had 
some trouble with some of our special oftieei-s, whose compensation, 
as you know, is one-half of the penalties secui'cd, togelher with coals 
such aB eonstables would i-eceive for like services, some of these offi- 
cers showing through their efforts, a special zeal to collect dollars 
for personal profit, rather than to enforce the law, for the good of the 
ConimoQwealtb. We have re<^'alled the commissious of several of these 
men for this cause, and also for other causes considered detrimental 
to the good standing of the Uame Commission. We have directed 
and assisted in the prosecution of one of our olScers in Fayette 
county, who used his commission for criminal purposes, rather than 
for what it was granted. We have beeu cuuipelled to assist in the de- 
fense of several of our specials who were arrested in different parts 
of the ytate under charges arising out of their elTorts to enforce the 
game laws, especially that law forbidding aliens to be possessed of 
guns in this Estate. In every instance, these charges have not only 
failed of their purpose, but the action taken by the officer has been 
sustained, or it has been shown that there wae at least no criminal in- 
tent upon their part. To illustrate, in one case coming from Arm- 
strong countj', two of our si)ecial deputies going under direction of 
our paid protector, II, K. Hummelbaugh, of Clearfield, attempted to 
take guus that were used by -aliens in violation of law; they secured 
what is known as a "blanket-warrant,'" the ju.stice giving this war- 
rant considering that he had a right to include in a single warrant, 
Ihe authority to search any number of homes, introducing the name 
of the defendant as "John Doe;"' this having been the practice in sev- 
eral sections of the Statp, not only among our ofllcers, but also among 
<»ther peace otticeis of the Commonwealth, tinder the provisions of 
the act creating the Game Commission, our officers are authorized to 
call to their help such assistance as may be needed in enforcing the 
law. These officers, knowing the danger that attended their visits 
to the camps of alieuK, took with them two resident citizens of Arm- 
strong county, they found the guns as leported, they used no vi()lcnce 
in securing them, but were arrested for burglary, robbery, extortion 
and several other charges, and were comi<e!lcd to suffer imprisonment 
for several weeks, before the (lame CommisKiou, properly informed of 
their condition, was able to secure their release. I have personally 
investigated this case, and fimnd that these offlcers were acting cau- 
tiously and carefully in their work, believing that they were right, 
and that every cent collected by them and belonging to the Common- 
wealth, was forwarded to this office. The guns seized were also for- 
warded to us in accordance with the law. Ko wrong was done to any 
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one; unfortuaately though, the warrant under which these men 
Bearcbed the bouses of these aliens, were technical!}' defective, if not 
absolutely void; the justice considering that he had the riglit to in- 
clude in one warrant a number of bouses, iiud to cause the search of 
these houses under the name of "John Doe and others." It would 
appear that this is not the law, and that, therefore, these men, to say 
the least were technically guilty, and they weie so found by the jury. 
The Court refused to consider these conditions surrounding these 
searches — that these men were under commission and bond from the 
Game Commission, that they were enforcing the law as it was sus- 
tained by the Ruperior and Hupieme Courts of this State, that they 
collected no moneys or guns that would uot have been collected under 
a proper warrant, and that thoy thitugbt they were right,^but instead, 
sentenced each one to pay a penalty or undergo a cf-rtain imprison- 
ment, of one hundred days in the county workhouse. This, I feel was 
uot justified by the facts, but the worst is still to come. These men 
had some six or more Indictments found against them charging ex- 
tortion, they were convicted under one indictment. The attorneys for 
the prosecution, after the first sentence, went to these men, in jail I 
think, and said, we have got you, and will give you the same dose 
under each indictment, and also send l>r. Kalbfus to jail for receiv- 
ing Ktt)len goods, (My offense consisting of receiving and turning over 
to the State Treasurer the moneys paid by these aliens), but if you 
will pay to these aliens the full penally collected from each, and the 
guns taken, or their value, and in addition pay all costs, including 
our fees as attorneys for these aliens, we will see that the remaining 
indictments are quashed; and these men without the knowledge of 
this office and through fear of additional punishments did pay several 
hundred dollais to these men, including a return of the penalties paid 
by these aliens, one-half was sent to me, and by me surrendered to the 
State Treasurer, for the use of the 0<)mmonwealth under the pro- 
visions of law. These attorneys appeai-ed to he in position to demand 
the pound of (lesh, and did so demand il, regardless of the consc- 
ijuences to bird-life, or to the interests of the people of the Common- 
wealth, or of Jusrlce. If thoy had held a loaded revolver to the head of 
these prisoners and thus forced the payment of this money, they would 
surely have been guilty of felony. I cannot see wherein any difference 
lies, and I hope the Game Commission will see to it that this great 
wrong is righted, and these, men (losing as atlorneys and defenders of 
the people, be punished as they deserve to be. I have written 
to the Attorney General regarding our rights and our duty in this 
matter, that appears to me to attack the very foundation upon which 
the enforcement of all law is based, namely. Justice. These officers 
were convicted of technical extortion, and they were deliberately 
forced by men having the power to pay for a release from penalties 
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that nevor sliould have been iuiposed. If this is Justice, I certainly 
cannot see how we are to get services from men in our eiuploj. If 
I am liable to imprisonment beiaiine I reireive and surrender moneys to 
the State Treasurer, Ijecause if afterwards appears that theie was 
some leihuical defect in the manner in which the money was col- 
lected, I would cerainly like to know it. Again, considering the fact 
that I have but a liinite<I fimd at my conimaiid to use in this work, 
1 would certainly be di»piised to use it to benefit those who were 
friendly to bird protection, rather than to benefit those who were 
blocking our work through leclinicatilte», and I cannot helj) but ihink 
that this conviction is unjust, and should not have been, and unless 
correcte^l may result in serious injury to our work. 

V\'ork Before the Legislature. 

As has hei'etofore always been the ease, the question of altering, 
amending and adding to the game laws of the Commonweallh was 
much in evidence, during the meeting of the last Legislature, The 
fact that more than one-half of the Members were serving tUeir first 
term added to the arguments usually indulged in, by many, ujion 
this suiiject; numbers of tliCHe new Membeis being impressed with the 
. idea that certain phases of game protection, had uot been carefully 
considered heretofore, and that it was their duty, to get these matters 
righted ; many of them drew their conclusions from purely local con- 
ditions, and as a result, there weie more than twenty-five game bills 
for various purposes drafted, and many of them were introduced, the 
majority, though, being stopped in the Committees of the House and 
Henate. One bill attempted to force a wedge into the automatic gun 
qucKtion, through permitting the use of automatic rifles, caused c<m- 
siderable trouble, but was finally beaten in the Committee; another 
]ieimitting the use of ferrets In taking rabbits, met the same fate, A 
bill to permit the killing of does, was I'eported out of Ommiittee. but 
was defeated ujwn the floor of the House on second reading. The bill 
requiring resident hunlers, to secure a license, before hunting in this 
I'ommonweallh, as drafted and presentwl at the instance of the Oanie 
(Commission, met with the most strenuous opposition, and was de- 
feated, still, it seems to me. it served its purpose well and attiacted 
the attention of those who have, Session afler Session, been dis[)ose«I 
to opp<ise any kind of game protective legislation, so that they over- 
looke<d some things that Ihey would otherwise have opposed. 

A bill eliminating the use of steeltraps in taking bear was passed 
and signed, by the Governor, early in the S<'ss'on. A bill was also 
passed and signe<l, limiting the number of decoys, that might be used 
by one person, at one time, in hunting ducks, to twenty; the indis- 
criminate and unlimited use of decoys by market-hunters, in certain 
eectione, having developed into a nuisance, and the driving from,^e 
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waters, of man.v hunters, who wei-e lookiDg for recreation and pleas- 
ure onlj. This bill also forbids the shooting of wild water fowl be 
fore sunrise in the motning, it being recognized that the flash of tbe 
discharge, in the darkness, invariably fn^hleued the ducks out of tbe 
neighborhood. Another bill passed and signed by the Governor, made 
a uniform season for all game, as far as possible ; the season as flx4>il 
by this act, for rabbitK, squirrels, wild lurkeys, rnffcd-grouse, Knj^lish, 
Mongolian, Chinese and Iting-neck pheasant, iind quail being from 
the 1st day of Xoveniher t<» the 15lh day of Decemher. 

A bill was passed and signed by the Governor striking off the limita- 
tions as heretofore tixed ujHm our game preserves, both regarding the 
size of the presei-ves and the nearness of one preserve to another. 
This, it seems to me, is a move in the right direction, for while this 
hill did not emanate fn»m the Game Commission, it is to be applied to 
our use entirely and gives discretionary powers that might be iise^l 
to advantage sometimes, but it seems to me the powers thus conveyed, 
might well be considered carefully before being exercised. Prom ex- 
perience, I am lead to believe that several small preserves of a size, 
but little, if any, in excess of those preservi's already create<), viz., 
nine miles in circumference, will mean more henelit to the State and 
meet with the approval of many more of our people interested in this 
matter, than would the creation of larger jiieserves, many timw the 
size, permitte^l by the former law; the purpose of such preserve Iwing 
to provide game for the iieople of the Commonwealth to hunt and take 
in season. 1 believe that in every iuslauce the lines of our preserves 
should be located iis far as possible from the border lines of the State 
lands, and never should be fixed on, or close to the line of private 
lands, so that the i)eople of tbe State may be able to hunt in all direc- 
tions around a preserve, without passing over jiiii'ate lands and with- 
out being turned aside by trespass notices. I believe that the taking 
of an unreasonably large tract of land, in any swtion of the State, 
will be resented by the residents of that section, and it seems to nie 
il is only reasonable and just that their interests shcnild be guarded 
as well as the interests of those who may reside far i-emoveil from that 
territory. If small preserves arc created, into which game can re- 
treat and be at rest, as under present conditions, the game within 
such preserve, is sure to increase and to overflow into the surround- 
ing territory, to the benefit of men residing on that territory, as well 
as others, in this way creating a condition that in the majority of 
cases will be appreciated and approved, and not condemned. These 
preserves seem to be a solution of the game proposition, controlling 
as many phases of that snbject as can be controlled in any one way. 
The absolute protection of deer within these preserves, protects the 
hig buck, as well as the little buck, and continues his usefulness, and 
settles the question of reduced stamina, resulting from the killing of 



mature bucks. Birds of various kinds are sure to migrate from these 
baveQB of refuge, into the surrounding territory, to take the place 
of those destroyed in various ways. One of our chief endeavors, with- 
in tiiese pieservcs, should he, an absolute and systematic extermina- 
tion of vermin, thus demonstrating the poBKibilities of game increase 
everywhere in the Commonwealth, 

The Governor also signed our bill increasing the force of regular 
game protectors, from ten, to thirty, hut as the Legislature failed to 
appropriate a fund for the payment of the salaries of these officers, 
or to supply in any way, the money through which even Ibeir expenses 
can be returned, we are in about tlie same jrosition today, as we were 
last year, and must make the best of this condition unlil the next 
Legislature has convened. 

Another bill signed by the Governor, and one meaning much to 
game protection in this Common wealth, is the one that came from 
a direction other than straight game protection, and refers to the 
taxation and killing, of dogs, found running at large in this Common- 
wealth. Under former laws the land-owner and the lessee upon farms, 
or the constable, or the game protector, was given the right, under 
certain conditions, and during a certain season, to kill dogs that 
might J>e running small game off land ctmtrolfed by the owner of the 
dog. Many farniere of this ComuionweaUh, and others, thought it 
was the duly of the <3ame Conimis-sion t» send its officers over the 
State, killing dogs, that might be thus running to their injury, and 
we received numerous letters upon Ibis subject from farmers and 
land-owners, wbo desired to use the game protectois to protect pri- 
vate rights, but, as the appropriation given to the Game Commission 
was not sufficient in size to pay for services rendered in this direction, 
and it was not made our duti/ to kill doga, or to protect private 
jii-ojjeily. we found it absolutely impossible to do the work expected, 
and but little was done. Under the provisions of the old law it was 
Ibe diitg of the assesor to assess all dogs found in bis territory; it was 
made Ibe ditti/ of the owner of the dog to pay the assessment and to 
attach to the dog's collar, a metallic tax-tag. in foi-m prescril»ed by 
law ; it was Ibe titttj/ of the constable of that territory to kill all dogs 
not assesseil, and not wearing such special tag. Iiat, as there was no 
jienalty whalover attached to the neglect or failure of either the as- 
sessor, the tax-collector, or the constable to perform their duty; that 
dutg, in many instances, was not performed, and dogs were running 
everywhere. This law, mak^s it the d}ity of the assessor to assess, 
under a pmaUii: it makes it the dntji of the constable to kill, under 
tt penally, and finally provides that all dogs not wearing this tag, be- 
fore-described, are a public nuisanee, and under certain conditions 
may be killed by any person. This should bring relief to us, in the 
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matter of comiilaintH at any rate, and 1 believe will rc-xiiK in the re- 
moral of numerous worthleos dugii, tu tlie gi'i;4tt beui'lit of gunie of 
all kinds, as well as Hlieep. 

Our request for appropriation as made, was aitere*! in some i-e- 
apects; for instance, we thougiit tliut our paid offliers, wlio weie ineet- 
iag men with guns and daily taking their lives in their hands in the 
enforcemeut of the law, were worth more than |50.00 per muntti, es- 
I>ecially as each of them, almost without exception, had returned to 
the Commonwealth, In fines and [lenaltiea recovered, almost, if mtt 
quite as much, as he received from the State; we felt tlmt an increase 
of f 10.00 per month was well deserved, and would not he excessive; 
this increase was denied by the Legislature, aud we received for these 
men, the same amount as we received heretofore. 

In addition to this, we have been given ?15,000, for the purpose of 
creating new game preserves and maintaining preserves under our 
control, and for the purchase and distribution of game of various, 
kinds in the Commonwealth. We have already considered and planned 
the disbursement of this fund, and I now report to you, that the two 
preserves decided upon, one in Perry county, and the other In West' 
nioreland county, are in the course of creation, the wire for enclosing 
same is on the ground, and the protectois decided upon, are in charge, 
pushing the cutting of the firelines and the fastening of the wires, 
etc. I have contracttMl for the deer, fifty does and ten bucks, to be 
delivered about the tirst of February; I am doing all in my power 
to exterminate vermin of all kinds, so that the turkeys, or other game, 
planted thereon, may be as free from attack as possible. There ap- 
pears to be quite a number of wild turkeys on the Perry county tract, 
and it may be possible for us to catch some of them for removal to 
other parts of the State. If this cannot l>e done, I am afraid we will 
have trouble in securing any large numlwr of these birds. I am pre- 
paring to feed and care for all game, either native or imported, that 
may be found in the new territory. I think the slocking of these 
tracts, should be looked after first before game of any kind is secured 
for general distribution, aud, theiefore, call it lo your attention. 

State Police. 

Fortunately for our work, we have io this State a splendid body 
of men known as the State Police, whose duty it is to not only enforce 
the laws relating to burglary and higher crimes, but also to enforce 
the game laws, and to help iireserve our wild birds. I feel that the 
Game Commission, is toliees|)ecially c<mgT'atuhite<l because of the help 
coming from this body of men, aud while we may not be able to in- 
crease our force of paid protectors, as we would like to; through the 
work of the State Police force, much good can and will be done. 
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TUc Increase of Vermin. 

Foi- the i>iir{K)se of tlioioiighlv umlet-stiiuiling coiiilitic»UH, 1 diu 
const I'u inetl, ut tliiK tiiiio, to touch at some length ujion Ihe (H^s^ible 
liunii to Kitiull gume und bii-dH of variouH kindK, uther than game- 
bii-ds, that is veiy likely lo come, thniugh the presence of predatory 
creatures, commonly kuttwu coi lee lively, as vermin, such as foxes, 
wild catt:, skunks, weaHeh, minks, led squirrels, owIh, hawks, crows, 
and also the house cut und the half-starved dog, with many others 
that I might iianii-, which creatures, in in.v opinion, jointly destroy far 
nioi'e of our small game, than is killed by huntei's, or destntyed in 
any way. through the yse of guns. Xotwilhstamiing Ihe slutenients 
of l>r. A. K. Fisher, of the Itiologieal Survey, Washington, D. C, that, 
in his opinitm, Ihe disapix^rance of uur game is directly attritnitalde 
to the man. with the gun, I must say, my exjwrience teaches me dilTer- 
enlly, and 1 am satisfied that the man with the gun, is, in the great 
majority of cases, a protector, instead of a destroyer, of game. I be- 
lieve, if it were not for the man with the guu, there would Ite no soug 
.birds or insectivorous birds left is the World, in a very limited time, 
because, the balance of Nature has been upset, the demands of preiia- 
tory birds and animals exceeds the supply, the man with the gun is 
constantly destroying vermin, thus making it possible for our birds 
to exist. If this stateuient made by Dr. Fisher is correct, why is it, 
that our song and insect ivoi-ons birds, birds, that are not destroyed 
by the man with the guu, have failed to increase as they should and 
probably would do, weie there not some enemy, or some condition, 
constantly depleting (heir ranks. Take for instance, a pair of bine 
birds, that will hatch twice a sea.stm, in Dauphin county. Pennsyl- 
vania, before they move further Xorth for the summer. Four young 
birds at a hatching, which is the usual number, twice four, together 
with the old birds would make ten birds, the first year, and at the 
same rate of increase, there being no losses, there would be 6,250 blue 
birds at the end of five years. The wren hatches twice a season, hav- 
ing from four, to eight, at a hatching; take an average of six, and see 
what that would mean at the end of five years, there being no losses. 
No one will attempt to claim, that men with guns destroy either bine 
birds or wrens; yet. there is no such increase, and there must be a 
reason for this condition. Surely no one will attempt to argue that 
this increase has been prevented by men with guns, we know this is 
not the case, or through the natural closing of the life-cycle of the 
bird, from age, or through the premature closing of the life-cycle by 
disease; if it were because of natural death, or through disease, the 
dead bodies of the birds would be found frequently, far more fre- 
quently than they are under present conditions. To my mind, the 
facts as they exist, will sustain no such contention. I recognize the 
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fact that many of the bird» and aniinnln above-niinu'd iis iinHliilorr. 
ma.v possibly do some good throufrh the dpMtviiction of rodctifs und 
inswtH and other 1hinf!;» injurious to niiUikind, but 1 ininnot heljj hnt 
believe, that the birds they kill, if left alive, would do fur more j]r<)0«l 
than these same predatory creatures, either singly or ooIWtiveiy. 
The BtatemenlH of nahiralisis that an exaniinfitiou of the stomachs of 
many of these preilatory birds and animaln fails to show the presence 
of the remains of beneflcial birds, is not evidence conclusive, to me, 
that no such bii-ds wei-e destroyed. I believe that these pre<latory 
<'reature!i, gather food from sources, that because of habits, or I)ecauNe 
of the i|»antity, or environment, may be the most easily taken. 1 have 
handled the carcaRH of many pi-edatory hiiils and animals, during my 
lifetime, including numbers of foxes, and in the majority of cawR. 
have found each one of them, lean and lank, with a comparatirely 
empty stomach, sometimes the remains of one thing, sometimes the re- 
mains of several things, and many times the stomachs absolutely 
empty, going to show, that the predatory birds or animals, when 
killed, were hungry and ready to taken any and every thing, that 
might come their way, and especially, those things, that might be 
taken throngli the least etFort. There is no line of argument, that will 
satisfy mo that a fox will refuse lo take a rulfed-grouse. or a quail, 
in preference to mice, if the grouse, or quail, can be as easily secured 
as the mice, and T believe the experience of the great majority of 
hunters has lead them to the same conclnsions. I know that it i.-; not 
possibly to say exactly, what proporti(m of the supply of game birds, 
may be taken each year, by men, and what ivrojmrtion may be taken 
by vermin, hut we do know approximately the uund)er taken by men, 
and we do know that the remainder, whatever that may be, to a gn'at 
extent, disappears before the next producing season l>egins: we do 
know that upon territory where game is absolutely protected from 
men with gtnis. and vermin allowed to wander at will upon the same 
territory, there is no increase of game, I personally know of several 
tracts of land in Pennsylvania, where hunting by men in any manner, 
has been absolutely prohibited for a series of years, not a qTiail has 
been killed through the use of a gun. during that time, numbers of 
quail and other game birds, and game animals, have been purchased 
and releasefl upon that land, during that period, yet the game has not 
increased. On land whereon quail in limited numbers were found 
when the territory was closed, not one can be found today, but you 
can see. where birds of various kinds have been torn to pieces, you 
can see, where a rabbit met his fate, you can see the nests of various 
kinds of hawks and of crows, in the trees, and in season, you can see. 
hawks and crows, following their usual vocation, you can see evidence 
of owls of various kinds, and hear their calls at night. If you find 
the homes of these owls, no difference what their s|>ecies, von will find 
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to a greater, or less extent, tiie reuiains of Hiiiall birds that bare been 
destroyed, the ttones and feathers being rejected. I'ou can readily 
see, when the snow is on the ground, the tracks of the weasel, the 
mink, the house cat, the wild cat, the fox, and other creatures of that 
kind. We all know that these creatures, without exception, most lire, 
and to my mind, it is the sheerest nonsense, to hope, to increase our 
small birds, other than game birds, or our small game, including 
grouse, wild turkeys and quail, unless something special is done to 
exterminate vermin, and I feel it is up to the Game Commission to 
lead in a positive movement for the creation of a fund, through the 
expenditure of which, vermin can be exterminated. I recognize the 
[lossibilities of fraud and deception, in making claims for liountiec, 
but I believe the harm done in this way, is limited in extent, and is 
but a drop in the bucket, as compared with the great good that would 
come through the expenditure of a reasonable bounty fund annually, 
and by a reasonable fund, I mean a fund Ihat will pay for the killing 
of the original stock, as well as the increase, or a part thereof; kill 
otf not only the increase this year, but also a part of the parent stock, 
and there will be less to contend with next year. I think we should 
arrive at an understanding of conditions, as they exist, and hope the 
matter may be thoroughly considered, and such steps taken before the 
coming of the next I>egislature. as may result in some action by that 
body relative to the extermination of vermin. 

Financial Statement. 

Our finances are in good condition. We started out on the Ist of 
June, 1911, upon our new appropriation. The following is a state- 
ment of the past two years, also that time from June 1st, 1911, to 
date, giving the amounts received from various sources, and the 
amounts disbursed:— 

Dr. 

To balflDCe from former Btatcmonts $209 50 

To Warrants on Appropriation: 

First quarter, Grat year f 2,5.10 00 

Second quarter, first year 2,500 00 

Third quarter, first year 2,. 550 00 

Fonth quarter. Erst year 2,riii0 00 

First quarter, second year 2.530 00 

Third quarter, second year 5.100 00 

Fourth quarter, second year, 2,o50 00 

20,3."i0 00 
To Penalties and Costs: 

First quarter, first year. 8.1,339 73 



d quarter, first year. . 
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Thfrd qoarter, fitsi year 3.329 26 

Fourth quarter, first rrar, 1,120 04 

Firmt qusTier, aecond jear 1,197 88 

Second quarter, secoud j-ear 1,807 75 

Third quarter, Bocond year, 5,42U 85 

Fourth quarter, (ecood year, 1,2(>3 39 



To Feea for I.icenaes: 

First quarter, first year $4100 

Secood quarter, first year, 48 2ii 

Third quarter, Gmt yrar 11 00 

Fourth quarter, liret year 17 00 

First quarter, aecood year Ill 00 

SecoBd quarter, second year 19 00 

Third quarter, second year, 22 75 

Fourth quarter, second year, 14 00 



To Proceeds of (iuns Sold: 

First quarter, fimt yeiir, 

Second quarter, first year 

Third quarter, first year, {63 30 

Fourth quarter, first year, 449 40 

First quarter, second year 17 BO 

Second quarter, second year 19T 50 

Third quarter, second year, 211 STi 

Fourth quarter, second year Sli 00 



To proceeds of waste paper soid; 

Third quarter, first year $0 3!l 



To oTerdmwn check returned: 

Third quarter, first year, f20 00 



Cr. 
By Current Espenses; 

First quarter, firHt year ?2,n!)7 00 

Second quarter, first year, 2,(i(iO m 

Third quarter. Brut year 2,V>rii) 1." 

Fourth quarter, first year 2,riSS 44 

First quarter, second yenr, I,ri88 !H 

Second quarter, second year 1,081 00 

Third quarter, second year, 4,403 OJ! 

Fourth quarter, second yenr 2,r>00 23 
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B; Depoaite in State Treaaur; : 

First quarter, first year $4,028 RO 

Seeond Quarter, first year, 4.019 4U 

Third quarlPr, first year, .■),291D3 

Fourth quarter, GrHt year 1,509 00 

First quartor, ao(N)nd year, 1,213 89 

Second quarter, second year, 1,948 25 

Third quarter, seixiDd .vt-ar ^,!i7it 3!t 

Fourth qiiarter, seoond ypnr 1,3.'W 39 



By Half — penalties returned to Prosecutors; 

First quarter, first year ?427 00 

Second quarter, first year 145 00 

Third quarter, first year, 154 50 

Fourth quarter, first 3'ear 74 04 

First quarter, aeeond year, 17 M 

Second quarter, second year, 72 00 

Third quarter, second year, S8 73 

Fourth quarter, sprand year, 5 00 
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Staletnent of Balance; 

General fund $ai9 71 

IVnatlies on hand , 3 50 

5l!03 21 

Kstiiiiated value of guns on liaiid nTi<1 iinsiiiil $2011.00. 

ToIhI m-uivetl rnmi 1Iie> Kttite tlurin^ llic two yvam l>e^inDiiig June 
l»t, lyOJI, an<] ending May ;U«I, Iflll, by warrants on Ai)pro)»riation 
lu the Koard of nanif ("onnniKNiunei s, $20,.J50.00. 

Total returned to the Ciiminon wealth by Ollice if2.3,S74.87. 

Total returned to I'rosecutors, f !>S4,77. 

Balance on hand, ?603.21. 

Statement of diNbnrsenient of that part of the Appropriation to the 
Game Commission made for specific purposes; same being paid di- 
rectly from the State Treasury to parties in interest without tSrst com- 
ing into the hands of the flame Commission. 
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Br appropriation for June Ut, 1909 (o June Int. lUll $19,SU0 OU 



By checks drawn directly upon the Stale Treasury for salnries of 
the ten reirular protectors: 

Flret quarter, first year *2,47o 00 

Second quarter, firet year 2,475 00 

Third quarter, first year 2,475 00 

Fourth quarter, first year 1!,475 00 

First quarter, seconil year 2,475 00 

Second quarter, aecond year, 2,475 00 

Third quarter, second year a, 475 00 

Fourth quarter, Becoud yenr, 2,470 00 

?ie,ooo 00 

I dcBire in this connection to call your attention l<» the fact ttat 
while the General Appropriation Act of ISOW set apart |4(I,:;(H) to the 
use of the Game Commission, but :$2II,4|)0 conies to our use directly 
through this office, and during the two years euding May Slst, JOll, 
we received $50 less than this ligui-e, the salaiies of tlie paid men com- 
ing to each one by check from the State Treaaiirer direct. Tlie moneys 
thus paid out by check from the State Treasurer amounting in total 
to 119,800.00 for the two years, leaving the before-mentioned |20,- 
400.00 for the use of this office, for traveling expenses of all the oRUers, 
pay per day to deputies and special deputies, under specific written 
orders of the Secretary, attorney fees, and such other necessary ex- 
penses connected with our work. Every payment made frtmi this 
oMce is based uiM)n a report from the claimant, in which the work 
done and expenses incurred are distinctly itimized and sworn to, re- 
ceipts being required for all expenditures, outside of railroad fare, 
exceeding in amount 50c; the checks given by this office are pro- 
tected by vouchers signed by the clainmnts, the seiviccs rendered and 
expenses incurred being clearly set forth, the number of the check 
given and the amonnt paid to each party, with the name to wiiom 
drawn and the date is made a part of this voucher. These signeil 
vouchers together with the receipts as forwarded to us are depositetl 
with the Auditor General, and passed upon by that office liefore a 
warrant for the next succet^ling quarter is -sent us. Notwithstanding 
our earnest effort to draw these vouchers consistently, making them 
as plain as possible, we are sometimes called before the Auditor 
General to explain or add to, the statements made on the face of a 
voucher, the auditor frequently saying, your office may thoroughly 
understand this matter and the moneys paid out are no doubt dne; 
Itnt, we must ask that yon clearly spwify in detail the transaction 
upon which this payment is base<i, so that this office, as well as your 
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own. ma,r understand the matter, and the voucher maj show plainl; 
exactly what was done. To illustrftte: — Sometime ago a certain vio- 
lation was reiwpted to us ; our paid officers were so employed that 1 
found it iin|>o)wihle to have anr one of them do the required work; I 
therefore, wrote to a deputy, locate*} in the neighborliood of where the 
violation wac rc^nirtod. dire^-tiuf; that he look after this matter, and 
saying that thiK office would pay him for services rendered in this 
investigation, at the rate of f2.<Hl per day and expenses not to exceed 
|2.(H) per day for a fixed {leriod, naming tlie time. During the period 
he was thus employed, he made an arrest for another offense, securing 

penalty of |25.00, one-half of which he sent to this office with his 
re[M>rt, and which was deposited with the State Treasurer, the ofllcer 
retaining the other (mehalf, or (12.50. In making out the voucher, 

1 said a certain nunilier of days, so much, expenses incurred, so much ; 
total, less one-half of peualty retained, $12.r)0 balance due, so muoli, 
and the cheek was drawn for that balance, deducting the $12.50 re- 
tained during ttie time he was in our paid employ. The voucher 
appeare<l to me to be plain and clear, and I saw no fault in it, until I 
was called l>efnre the Auditor CJeneial, who pointed out to nie that 
by i>ermilting this oftlccr to retain this |I2.5t). and drawing m,v check 
upon the appropriation for the amount less |12.r>0. I had increased 
the appropriation given to the Game Commission by the State just 
that amount, and which could not be aUowed. In other words, I 
should have returned the (12.50 to the State Treasury, instead of al- 
lowing the officer to retain that amount, and should have drawn the 
check against the appropriation, for the full amount of the claim 
made by this officer, If this man had been acting upon his own initia- 
tive, and had not been under the ]»ay of this office, he would have been 
entitled to retain one-half of all penalties received by him, as the law 
provides that all prosecutors, excepting paid officers of the Game 
Commission, may retain one-half of all penalties recovered for vio- 
lations of the game laws. When this man was placed upon our pay- 
roll for even a limited number of days, we considered that every dol- 
lar earned or collected during that time belonged to the State. 

I am citing you this simply to show how clearly our accounts are 
criticizeil and examinwl by the Auditor flenernl. 
Respectfully submitted, 

JOSEPH KALBFTIR. 

Secretary. 
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8tatciiiCDt of Fiiianct-s Since .luiii; 1n(, I'JIl, 

First tjuarter, June Ist, to August 'Mut, I'Jll. 

Dr. 

To ItalaDce from furuit-r (iiiintrr fliUt 21 

Tu warrant uu a|>iiroprintiuu, :i,ii.lO (HI 

To i^nallies (»Ilw.-(iiJ 2,il2Vi 82 

To feea for liL-enaps aud tags 10 10 

To proceeds of ^uus Bold , T& 50 



5,S19 63 



By current cippnses (1,29.1 So 

~By depositB in Stnt« Tn-iismy, 2,710 !)2 

By halt— penalties relurued to iirowcuiurs 5 00 

4,01] 77 

BilHDce _. f l,Sl)7 S<( 

Jjlalcnient of Balance: 

General fund 51,S04 3ti 

Fenaltlra on baud 3 50 



?I,807 80 



Second Quarter, September 1st, I'Jll to Xuvoiiilior 30tli, 11111, 

Dr. 

To balanw from lost (juartpr, $1,807 86 

To warrant on appropriatiun 2,550 00 

To penalties and coHta eotlpolpil, 2,GS3 IS 

To proce«dB of b'iuh sold 247 00 

To proceeds o( lit'ensea ixsued, 35 50 

To proceeds of wubIi? paiior suld, 2 50 

$7,320 01 
Cr. 

By current expenses, $2,949 10 

By depostiB in State Treasury 2,853 05 

By balf-penatlies returned to prosecutors, 65 00 

5,8C7 75 

Balance, $1,458 76 
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Stalpmpiit of BiitiinL'e; 

OeDeral fnnrt »1,403 26 

renaltiva on lianil, 53 GO 

¥l,4oS 76 



Preserve Fund. 
First Quarler, July Isl to August Slut, 1911. 



T.. \VHin.i.L ..u i<|>pr<i|iri.iii..n |l.S7.-> 00 

By current pxjipiim's 35S 11 

91,516 S» 



Second Quarter, September Ist to JJoveinber 30th, 1911. 



To baluDL-G frum InaC ijuartur {1,51(1 89 



Slil «l 



Baluiico , 
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REPORT OF THE BOARD OF OAME C0MM18SI0NKKS. 



To Hie Bxcellencj, John K, Teait!!-, Governor of PeiiUHilvania: 

Sir: We herewith respectfully submit to yoii our n'liort of work 
done through and uoder our diretrtion duriDg the jearN jnteiTeiiiDg 
between December iHt, 1911, and December Isrt, 1912, with rccommen- 
datioDB, and that jou may tbe more thoroughly undei-stand the situ- 
ation and grounds ujiou wbich this report is based, ue attach hereto 
a. copy of the report of our secretary for the name period. 

From what we have been able to gather from this and other re- 
portB made to ns, and from a personal examination made in dtffci-eot 
parts of the State, we feel satisfied that song and insectivorous birds 
of all kinds, classed as wild birds other than game-birds, are increas- 
ing in this Btate, and the benefit to the Commonwealth from this in- 
crease from an economic point of view is most marked, 

Tbe increase of game-birds, beyond that of last year, is evident in 
many sections of the Commonwealth; Quail being more plentirul in 
Pennsylvania than for many years; this increase of Quail being in 
evidence in most of the counties of the Conunonweallb, excepting a 
limited number of counties in the southeastern part of the State, 
where because of close cultivation, it is impossible for these birds to 
«xist at all. 

More Rnffed-Gronse have been seen dnring the past summer and 
fall than has been the case for five or more years. 

Tbe reports of Wild Turkeys have been exceedingly flattering, and 
we believe there are more Wild Turkeys in the State to-day than 
there has been for many years. 

There is no donbt whatever about the very decided increase of Deer 
and Bear. M^ore l>eer have been seen in the State than for twenty- 
five or more years, and while perhaps no more Deer were killed, be- 
cause of the law probibitiug the killing of any deer excepting a 
"male deer with horns visible above the hair," this same provisiMi 
has saved the lives of many does and small deer, that otherwise would 
have been slaughtered. While we are not, at this time, in position ta 
definitely state the number of men killed and wounded in mistake 
for deer in the United States during the hunting season just passed, 
we take pleasure in saying that not one single inslnnce of this kind 
in onr State has come to our notice. We know there have been sev- 
eral men killed in this State and a number wounde<l during the open 
season this year, some accidentally and some in mistake for Turkeys, 
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bill in H() far hh we ai-o infurined up to this time, oot one has been 
killed or wouDded iu mistake for Deer. Thix cundition speaks for it- 
self, and llie inn-ease of !*eer or the Miiccess of liiinterH is oBly inci- 
dental. 

We desire to report the civiilion of two new jraitie preserves or 
ttaiictuarieH, irealed duriug (lie puft year, one in I'erry oouqIt. and 
tlie other in WeKluioreland touut.v. and Ktocked with Peer secured in 
Michigan, which api>ear to be serving the puri>o«e intended, uiiinbem 
of fawDH are now following the doen introduced. Wild Turkeys. 
Ituffed-fironse, Winirrels and other game apear to realize that a condi- 
tiiiu nf peace and Mtfety prevails inside the wire, that is nut found on 
the outside, and ax a conseciiience. are coming into these tracts from 
different directions. 

In thnK reporting au increase of various kinds of game in this 
State we do not intend to have it understood that any species of game 
is over abundant, or that game collectively abounds in excessive quan- 
tity in any section of the State, we simply mean to say that there lias 
been a Tair inn-ease of game of various kinds as compared with last 
■ year. What will tK-come of this increase during ihe coming twelve 
months is a problem we are unable to solve. 

When we <iinsider the various methods of rapid transit in use to- 
day, the improvement in guns, iu range and general killing possibili- 
ties, the ex|)ert marksmanship, and the toll demanded and taken from 
our wild life by bad weather, disease, starvation, and vermin, the 
only wonder to us is that we have game at all, and we feel that to 
retain such game in quantity as we have it today, requires the mt»s( 
intelligent and painstaking effort upon the part of thoBe entrustetl 
with the care of these things, not only in the fair enforcement of the 
law. but also in having our people understand what the presence of 
wild birds and of game mean to both our State and Nation. 

We recogni/.e the fact that game protectors ai-e. in the enforce- 
ment ()f the game laws of this State, frequently called upon to meet 
men with guns in their hands, and that at best the work tliese of- 
ficers are doing is dangei-otis. 

We call your attention to the fact that mr>stly Iteeause of the elTt>if 
of the limifetl nnmln'r of paid oflicers at our conunand, we have l>een 
able to nmke a retum to the State, in dollars and cents, of an amount 
more than e^ptalling one-half of the Apropriation made to our use. 

This casli i-etnru being entii-ely outside the value of the lifework 
of song and insp<'tivonms and game bii^s, jirCTeiTed throng their ef- 
forts, or. 

The value of game of all kinds as a food supply, or. 

The beneflt of recreation that comes because of the presence of 
the presence of game, or, 
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The fact Uiai ihruugli liiiiiiiiig (mr vonii;; mi'ii scinre itii cxiiciii'iu-e 
ill the umDipuliiliiin of gnus, iu c-aiiiitin);. in Koint; luid i-ciutiiig (liruugli 
€)nr fleldf an<l foit^rs. eitlitr \>y day <ir by night, thiit tl(s tht-m cheaply 
in time of petue to Itecome ffflcient solilifi-s quickly ill time of war, or. 

The peace ihnt hiiH come lo the M-vertil cimininnriies of the Com- 
iiumweulth through tlie enrucceincnt of llm game laws, especially 
tho8e provitduDK pnihiltiting hunting the year round, and the pro- 
visions makiDg it unlawful for aliens lo hunt or »Loot, or t>e i<os- 
H«88ed of fihotguuM m riAtx iu thin Htate; 

These thingi* jointly making a return To the Slate Ihnt in our opin- 
ion entitled thcwe offlcerH to a gi-eater financial i-etuni, or salary, than 
ix now paid them. 

We recognize the fad Diat our force of olticci'K as it now Htand», 
ten Game Protecloi-n, three attached to the ofrtcc, and seven in the 
Slate at large, is entirely inmitlicient to do the work exi»ei'ted of us, 
antl therefore recoiuineud: — 

That the enlii-e force of game protecloi-w, thirty in number as au- 
thorised by the aniendetl section ;{ of the act of June 25th, 1895. l". L. 
'213, entitled; "An Act to jn-ovide for the a])pointiiient of (iauie Com- 
iniHsioners, etc.," the amended section. 1'. 1.. IHill. l!)tl, W put in com- 
mission, and that each of these men outside of the otlice be paid 
fTri.Oti per month, instead of $5II.<H1 per monlh, iih is now paid them, 
with an allowance for ex|>en«e« not to exceed IT.'i.OO \>er month, such 
allowance to be paid only where the ivjiort of Ihe office shows that 
snch claimed exjienaet* were ne<essiiri- to the j>erforniance of his official 
work, and was actually ex[>ended. 

After a carefnl consideration of Ihe feasibiJily and possihililies of 
the matter we have concluded that it was advisable to re-introduce 
wild Klk into our forests, and with that end in view recommend that 
a law be passed giving a series of yeai-s. not lo excee<i six, of al>solnte 
protection to Elk in Pennsylvania, and providing that after a lapse 
of that time, bul only one Klk may be legally killed in the Oouniion- 
wealtb by any one person in one seas<m, which in every instance shall 
l>e a male Klk with autloi-s of not less Ihan Icti inches in length. 

Because of the scarcity of game not only in this Htate, but also 
thi-ougbont the t'nited States, and the undisjinied fact that the sale 
of game is by far the greatest factor leading to its extermination, we 
recommend that the sale of all kinds of game, found iu a wild stale in 
the United States, be prohibited in this State, whether killed within 
or outside of the ('ominonwealth, excepting bear, rabbite and rac- 
coon, and squirrels, and such game as may be raised strictly in 
captivity, under Ihe provisions of section 7 of Ihe act of May 1st, 
1009, P. L. 325, entitled: ''An act to provide for the protection and 
preservation of game, etc.," and such game as may be legally im- 
ported into the Fuited States from foreign countries. 



Because of tbe value an a Wvad seed destro^'ei' uf the wild bin) 
known as the Turtle Dove, the scai(-it,v of birds of this kind> aud the 
absolute certaiuty of their extermination, under pi-esent conditions, 
we recommend that the Turtle Dove be taken from the list of game- 
birds in this State, and be accorded absolute protection. 

We recognize the fact that the game law of thU State as it stands 
today ma; not be the best law possible nhen divisions of the State 
along climatic lines are considered, but taken as a whole and relating 
to sections, North and Soutli, and Kast and West, jointly, we feel 
that it is as nearly pei'fect as may be, and is far more useful as a pro- 
tective measure, than could be i>oRsiblc under section laws, or county 
laws. 
To summarize: — 

We respectfully recommend: — That a luw be passed giving absolute 
protection to Elk in this State; That a law be passed placing the 
Turtle Dove on tbe pi-otected list;; That a law be passed forbidding 
the sale uf all wild game of a kind found in a wild state in tbe United 
States, killed either within or outside of this State, excepting bear, 
rabbits, raccoons and squirrels, game imported from foreign conn- 
tries, aud game raised strictly in captivity within this State under 
the provisions of existing law, That an appropriation b^ given the 
(iame Commission wherewith to maintain the Game Preserves now 
irealed, and to create additional preserves, and, 

That an appropriation be made to our use sufBcieut in amount to 
permit lis to employ the force of officers authorized by law, and to in 
<ither ways permit us to do the work expected of us, a work that to 
our minds is of great value to the State, also That no law be pasae<I 
in tmy manner aiding in, or permitting the killing of game or wild 
birds other than is permitted at this time. 

Respectfully submitted, 

CHARLES B. PENROSE, 

President. 
WILLIAM B. McCALEB, 
JNO. il. PHILLIPS, 
LANING HARVEY, 
COLEMAN K. SOBER, 
ARTHUR CHAPMAN, 
I Board of Game Commissionere. 
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Uarmburg, Pa., December 1st, 1912. 
To the Honorable Board ot Game Commissioners of Pennsylrania: — 

Gentlemen: — I desire, at this time, to make my report to you, con- 
sidering game and wild birds, and general game protective conditions 
as tbey exist in this State to a limited extent. There appears to be 
a most decided increase in wild bird life, other than game-birds, every- 
where in the Commonwealth, and especially in this the fact in those 
sections where the people are helping to destroy vermin of varione 
binds, including in the list the English Sparrow, and the House Cat, 
it having been established beyond reasonable doubt that while these 
two creatures may do some good, the Sparrow through the destruc- 
tion of some insects, and the Cat through the catching of some rats 
and mice and some sparrows, the harm done by them through the 
destruction of beneficial birds and their nests, far exceeds the good 
done by either or by both combined, in any way. In other words, the 
beneficial birds destroyed by these creatures, if left alive, would do 
far more good than is done by the Sparrows and the Cats. 

It has beeu my pleasure to talk frequently to various audiences 
daring the past year regarding the value of the life-work of birds in 
this State and Nation, and especially to those gathered as students in 
the High Schools, and other Bcbools of the Commonwealth. Others 
are doing the same thing in various directions, with the result, that 
our people, especially the younger generation appear to have a better 
understanding than ever before, of what the presence of birds mean 
to each one of ns, an understanding that has brought a condition of 
peace and rest to the bii"d world almost unknown before. The nesting 
birds in the open trees are undisturbed, and the erection and mainte- 
nance of houses for such of our birds as will live in artificially pre- 
pared habitations, is helping greatly to bring about a return of these 
birds. 

Reports received from every dii-ectiou in the Ktate, excepting those 
parts where because of high cultivation even the old-time briar-patch 
in the fence comer has been removed, indicate a fair increase of our 
game-birds and animals, commonly known an small game, sucb as 
Wild Turkeys, Kuffed-Grouse, Quail, Rabbits and Squirrels, and to 
those who desire pleasure in hunting these things are most accept- 
able. I do not mean by this that we hare game in this State in ex- 
cessive quantity, or in unmbers that would justify indiscriminate 
slau^ter, but I do want it understood that we have more game-binis 
and more game-animals than we have had for years, that if given the 
protection it descrvei^, will beyond doubt in a limited number of years, 
restock our covers as they shonid be. 
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AVIiilf the uiiirci- lasl jhisI, wjis severe iu so fiii' an li»w li'iii|>erti lures 
were loiu-ei-iied. our RaiiiP tiirdw, such iw Hie Wild Turkev. (he Kuffed- 
Qroune, aud the Quail, seeui to have wintered well, and tlie i-outeotion 
that these hh-ds. if kept dr,v imd well-fed, will liut seldom freeze, no 
matter how wverf the weiUliei-. Iiax lM*n slnrngly reinforeed: we had 
iiHire old birds lefl in ihis Klale iIiIm S|»ring than we have hud for 
many yeuiv. Tbi», in addition t<i a favortiblc hatehing KeuMtu, xeems 
to have resnlted in wplendid c<ive,VH of all kinds of ganie-birdu in 
every part of the State, where these binls are found at all. 

In the niid-eunimer [ visited some of the public game preserves of 
the Com men wealth, and wish to assert that each one of these tracts 
are doing the work intendetl. and demonstrating the benefit of thor- 
ough protection, including that given through the extermination of 
vermin. While on the preserve iu Clearfield county, I saw, at one 
view, three female grouse in an old road, eaeh one with a brood of 
little ones of not less than twelve. These birds were all on a stretch 
of road not exceeding forty feet in length, and were all in view at the 
same time. I never before, in all my experience, saw more than one 
brood of young grouse in one place at one time. During this visit I 
saw six broodti of grouse in this preserve, inside of ttu'ee hours, and 
heard another. The keeper of the pi-eserve told me he believed he had a 
grouse to every acre of land inside the wire, and when I said: ''You 
have more than three thousand acres in this preserve." He replied: 
"And I liare more than three thousand grouse." When I inquired 
what had brought ab<jut this result, he i-eplied: 'The destruction of 
vermin, I purchased and distril>ute<1 the tiesh of four dead horses 
last year, which I loaded with strychnine, with the i-esult that during 
the late snows, not a track of a fox, or a wild cat, or a weasel, or a 
skunk, or of any pj-edatory animal could be found inside the wire, 
and many a crow quit his travels." Again, demonstrating the possi- 
bilities of game increase under proj)er care, and the necessity for a 
bounty; for just as is the condition in this preserve, so is the condi- 
tion in ever>- preserve under our care, aud just as game has been in- 
creased in these havens of refuge, through tlie destruction of vermin, 
and because of the feeding of game, so it can l»e increased everywhere 
in the Htate, if the incentive is inainlained, and it seems to me that 
the hope of securing a reward in the shape of dollars, is to many, the 
greatest inducement that could he advanced for the extenaination of 
predatory creatures of all kinds. 

I am more than ever satisfied that the man with the gun gets but 
a small part of the small game brcmght into existence, not to exceed 
twenty per cent, at the outside, and that the remainder is destroyed 
by either starvation or disease during severe winters, or by vermin, 
as is being constantly demonstrated; vermin, in my opinion, taking 
the greater part. 

i:q,t7ednyG00<:^lc 



The reeding nf gume cm cmr ihtmcivck, iim Ims been our custMiu for 
many years. hIw) deDion»)i-ale» tlie lienelit lliat cduieM through such 
action; even Wwm- [)ird8 that are known a« ■■bwddeif,*' that is. birds 
that when the Kniund in covered with it-e and snow gather their food- 
siippljF from the l>u<iK fonnil on the ti-ee-tops of certain trees, such as 
the popular, the bircheH. and ti-ees of lilie kind, are undoubtedly bene- 
tited. We also fed birdx outside of the preserves in variouw ])laces. 
At one place a gentleman, a spei-ial deputy game protectoi'. started 
to feed and jH-otect several floi-ks of wild turkeys, aggregating sixty- 
five birds in number, his bill for services was |47.50, f25.(>U for com 
and other feed, and ¥22.50 for services in feeding and the extermina- 
tion of Terniin. His reimrts made after the snows had gone, show 
that through his effortw sixty-foar of these binls had been [(reserved, 
Imt one having hi^'eu lost. His later reports show that many of these 
birds, now have nice broods of young turkeys following them. Com, 
oats and buckwheat were the grains mostly used. 

My attention is almost daily called to the disease among the wild 
Chestnut Trees known as the Chestnut Blight, a disease thai appears 
to be fl))reading everywhere, and that bids fair to kill, within a limited 
time, every tree of that kind in our Commonwealth, in ihis way caus- 
ing a dect^ase in the natural food-supply of our wild-life, a loss that, 
to me, seems beyond expression in words or tiguroK. and thai mast 
be supplied in some way, if we h<»pe to have our Deer, or our Wild 
Turkeys, or our Kuffed-Gronsej live through the fall and winter 
months. This condition seems to prevail in every part of our State, 
and, to my mind, is the most serious question that has confronted our 
lieople during my life-time, for the destmction of the Chestnut, means, 
not only the loss of that particular nat to oar game, before-mentioned, 
but a most dei-ided reduction iu the food-supply still remaining, be- 
cause the various other wild ci-eatures. wich as squirrels, rats, mice 
and other animals, found in the woods, that now during a fixed pe- 
riod, to a great extent, live upon the Chestnut, must hereafter derive 
their sustenance fi'om the remaining supply of whatever that may be, 
and when that supply falls below the demand, there is sure to be 
serious trouble. I do hope that some species of Chestnut may l>e dis- 
covered that wilt prove immune to this blight, through the planting 
of which our food-supply to wild-life may be maintained, and that 
(his trouble can be controlled is the contention of Mr. C, K, Sober, 
who asserts that his Chestnut Farm, in Xorthnmberland county, is 
kept clear of the disease through constant care and attention. If 
this is possible in one case, it should be posible in all cases and opens 
an avenue through which this desease may Anally disappear. I hope 
that some remedy may quickly be discovered to not only stay, but also 
to eradicate this disease among the native trees, and I hope those 
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in1ui-c«tud ill guinc preservation will in the meaDtime, and before it 
ia too late, give the Dei-eiwit}' for feeeding our game during the wia- 
ter, that consideratioD ii deserves. 

We have a fair supply of game this fall, and it U now up to the 
sportamea, to the farmer, and to all lovers of wild life to do more than 
ever before for the feeding of our game during the coming winter^ 
if the suppl; of game is to be maintained. 

1 again reiterate the hope that some method can )>e devised, throngh 
which money ma; be provided for the payment of tluit bounty as now 
fixed by law, on those four animals — the wild cat, the fox, the weasel, 
and the mink — each one of which conutautly destroys day in and out, 
the year round, the wild cat especially being exceedingly destructive, 
frequently killing fawns, and some times oven full-grown deer, and 
through which wild birds of variuua kiiidu may be fed. 

1 call your attention to the fact that we are frequently in rec^pt 
of lellvi's from iudividuals, including some farmers, asking for help 
in feeding Quail and Turkeys found in certain sections, and must say 
I have had no little difficulty in answering these qu^tiona to my own 
satisfaction. Ko doubt my replies, in many instances, have not been 
gratifying to all who received them , but 1 have held that the Btate 
would not attempt to supply food for Quail found upon private 
property, unless the owner thereof would guarantee absolute protec 
tion to such birds, in this way creating a limited game preserve thai 
would surely cause an increase that would overflow into surronnding 
territory, or, would open thfir lands to lawful hunting during the 
open season. I have in mind several iustances whei^e sportsmen dur- 
ing a series of yeans have trapped Qnail and cared for them dnring 
the winter, releasing them in the spring-time, or had purchased grain 
and carried it out to the birds, thus prcser^'ing them beyond question, 
because the farmer did nothing in cifht-r of these directions, only to 
be denied the right to bunt these same birds and their increase oa. 
tiiuh lands by the owner thereof, bei-aiiHe such owner desired to re- 
serve the hunting of such birds to himself or his friends. This, to 
me, seems entirely wrong, and 1 liav." felt that the life-work of these 
birds made a full return to the owner of lands for any outlay he 
ini(^t make to perpetuate the birds, and ihat while the owner of iuids- 
had and should continue to have the right to <'outrol the bantiu)! 
privileges upon his lands in such manner as to him might seem best, 
it was not the province of the Game Commissiou to expend the mon- 
eys at its command in any manner except for the public good. If the 
owners of land will give absolute protection to these creatures found 
thereon, neither killing the birds themselves or permitting them to be 
killed by others upon their property, or, will open their lands to legal 
hunting, it might be well for the Htate to help feed the birds in sath 
places, othemise, this should not be done. 
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Beoauae of the absence of K)k iu a wild mule in lliiti Ouiiuuuimealth. 
the law giving protection to these auinials was some y^arti ago aa 
worded as to remove the protection foniieily given to Elk. It now 
appears that herds of Elk found upon the public domain iu the far 
West are annually snlijei-ted t(» severe suffering and death by Ktarva- 
tion because of the limitation and taking for agricultural purposes 
of their winter feeding grounds, and that l»ecause of this condition, 
the National Government is anxious to reduce the Western herds b^ 
placing numbers of these animals elsewhere to their l>eneflt, the cost 
to those receiving such animals being only the expense incurred in 
their capture and tvansiHirtation to any designated point. While we 
are awere of the disposition of Elk to wand«r long distances, and to- 
sometimes remove themselves entirely from the territory upon which 
they may be released, it might be that some would remain in our for- 
ests to the benefit of our people, and I refer this subject to yon at 
this time for your consideration. You will notice by a reference to- 
onr financial statement that almost on&half of the fund appropriated 
to our uae, for game presene purposes, remains unexpended, and it 
might be well for us to ci'eate another game presewe specially dedi- 
cated to an effort to re-establish Elk in Fennsylvaiiia, and also to dis- 
tribute a limited number of these animals in the preserves already 
established, considering that perhaps it will be imperative, to supply 
a certain quantity of hay and graiu each year for winter use of these 
animals iu this climate. If this undertaking is considered feasible, 
the law can be so fixed as to give the protection needed, l>efore these 
animals could be secured from the West. 

I believe it would be well to locate the Elk tbai may Iw received 
npon those of our preserves located upon tbe largest tracts of our 
State Forestry lands as far as possible from cultivated lands, and at 
near the center of the State as may be, in this way giving the animals 
as great range as possible, and at tbe same time reduce to the mini- 
mum the danger of injury to growing crops by these animals and tbe- 
possibility of their waudering out of our jurisdiction. A limited area 
should be at once enclosed in which the imported Elk may be retained 
and fed until vegetation has fairly started in the Spring-time. 

I have contracted for and expect to receive before next Spring a 
number, approximiating seventy (70J Wild Turkeys, the contract 
price being sliding, and not to exceed fl*^'^ per bird. The price 
asked last year was just double that asked this year. 

I have found it execeedingly hard to ggit natiTe game birds of var- 
ioas kinds for ptopagattng purposes at any price. Boffedi^roiiBe- 
cannot be secured at all, and the supply of Wild Turkey and Quail 
on the market is limited indeed, not because these birds are more 
scarce than for several years past, bnt because the laws of almost 



evtry State of this I'nion forbid Ibe shipment of such birds, eitber 
living in- UmA. oulxide cif tlie'i- rt'«i>e4rtire buundarit^i. Wild Turkeys 
and Quail liiii Iw le(i;all,v Mwiircd fnmi luit two or thire dirwiions; 
one of tbe Hiates at tbiH time )»:'i-iHittiug tbe sale and sbipment of 
Wild Tin-key in Mai-ylaiid. riimi wliii-b [ lioiif to secure a few birds 
riiised in Beuii-captivity; tliat is. ibe eggx laid by Wild Turkeys were 
placed tinder ordinary cbickens: each yoang bird, a abort time after 
being hatched, having the tip joint of one wi.ng renioi'vd, thus pre- 
venting the birds from fiying any distance and permitting their reten- 
tion inside a fenceil indosure witbout cover, I l»elieve. therefore, that 
it would be well for ur to enclose uim)u stich of our preserves as may 
be considered suited to such pnriHwes, a limited space not to excetil 
four or five ncreti, witb a woven wire fence eight feet in height, where- 
in these birdK may he retained and used as breetlers. the product, if 
any, to be released at (he proper time in various sectioiiM of the Slate, 
such birds as nuiy lie received in mutilated Hhai>e to l>e released as 
soon as ]K>ssible in the Spring. 

In some of the Stales of this I'nion, many of the people have be- 
nmie impri^ssed witb the idea that something should i»e done Hrtiti- 
cially to beli' increase the game of that State, and propaguiing farms 
have lH>en advocated as the means best adapted to secure sntisfactory 
i-esults in i'ii-i direction. The sante idea has found lodgment in the 
minds of some of our citizens. It is a well-known fact thai the efforts 
to raise Ruffed-C> rouse or Quail in captivity has not, up to this time, 
been rewarded with any nmrked degi-ee of success, s« those advo- 
cating this pHM-edui-e, hei-elofor-e followed, have turned to imported 
birds as a lust resort, and especially in this connection has tlic ring- 
neck pheasant, either English or f'hinese, and the Hungarian Quail, 
been considered, ("pon this subject I have already made a fuH report 
in writing, and will not dwell longer upon it at this time. 

I am more than ever convinced that the public game preserve, in 
whieb our native birds can tiud [teace and safety, and increase in a 
wild slate, is onr only hope. 

1 desire to call your attention to the fact that the number of Oame 
I'mttH-ioi-s under pay at this time is but ten in the Commonwealth, 
three in the office aud seven in the field, a force entirely insuffioient to 
l>erfornk the work expected of us. While every constable of the State 
is a Game Protector, and it is especially made his duty by the act of 
March 22nd, 1899, P. L. 17, to enforce the game laws, there is not to 
exceed one in a hundi-ed of the constables of Pennsylvania who do any- 
thing in this direction, and while we have several hnndi-ed special 
deputy game protectora, whom we can request to do certain things 
aud who can comply or i-efuse to comjily as to them may seem fit, 
we have but eight men whom we can command and expect a compli- 
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ance with ttie order. Tbetse eiffht uten. oiiv from tlie office uud Heven 
outside of the office, are all hard- working, earnest and energetic 
workers, men who be<auBe of long exi>erienfe are (;oni]>etent to do the 
expected work and who ar? doing it, and who in accomplishing the 
tatikij preHenled are coni^tanlly ciilled upon to nieel men with guns in 
their handa; men who over and alwivi* the i)rotp*tion gunranleed to 
oar game aad wild birds are making reluniR in cnHh, through fines 
and penalties, of fully one- half the uxtmr appvojirinled lo Iheir use. 
as will be seen by a reference to our books or to onr finnnrial state- 
nwnts as attached to our reports. I therefore, nnder these circumr 
stanceB, feel that theee men should be l)e)tcr paid, and most enniestly 
recommend that all onr officers, outside of the home offic*'. tie paid 
$75.00 per month, instead of |>i>0.00, s\n at the jiresent time. I also feel 
fhat the full force of thirty Protectors, as authorized by law, should 
under the same conditions be as quickly as |)ossible be pnt iu commis- 
sion. I am satisfied that game and bird protection means greater 
benefit to the State than does many of the propositions that secure 
far more help from the State. Rome of these benefits I have tried to 
bring before the people in our pamphlets. Bulletin No. 1 relating to 
game, and No. 2 relating to the life-work of birds. 

I report to you that nnder yonr directions 1 attend<'d the meeting 
of the National Association of flame Commi8»ion;'rs and flame Pro- 
tectors, held at Denver, Colorado, during the 1st. 2nd and ^rd of Sr^t- 
tember, just passed; also the National Congress of Conservation, held 
at Indianapolis, Indiana, beginning on Octolier 2nd, 1012. )Ir. John' 
M. Phillips, one of onr flame Commissioners, accompanied me to both 
places. At Denver, we met a numer of practical (iauie Protectors, 
some thirt.y Htates lieing represented, and had an interchange of 
thoughts and ideas, that is sure to rcKult in benefit to those pivsent, 
and to the States they repre.'iented. At Indinnopolis, thei-e appeai-ed 
to be too many people, too many theoretical ideas and not enough 
time to consider anything in a beiK'ficial way. 

I take pleasure in saying that 1 lielieve the old-time idea that the 
Game Commission was created simply to increase game for men to 
kill is rapidly giving place to the knowledge of the fact ihal onr work 
extends far beyond this thought, and that instead of preserv-lng and 
increasing for the sole purpose of dewtroying, our wt)rk is to preserve 
and conserve, because of th? value of the life-work of birds; the worth 
of the food-supply, or the pleasure of the chase, or 'if i-ecrealiou, or of 
training iu tbe use of guns secured through hunting, with all these 
things means, apj>ear to be of light weight, when compared with the 
value of tbe life-work of birds, and tbe i>eople realixiog these things 
are helping us in onr work in a way that is most gi-ntifying. 

I attach herewith a financial statement commencing with the 1st of 
December, 1911, the date of my last anoual report and ending Do- 
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ci'iiibei- lat, 1912, and would call your attaition to the fact that but 
(20,400.00 of our appropriation of f40,200.00 made to cover two yean 
is bandied by this office, 119,800.00 being paid by check of the State 
Treasurer direct to the Game Protectors as salaries during the said 
two yeara, under the provisions of the act of June 14th, 1911, See Gen- 
eral Appropriation Act bound separately from the Pamphlet Laws. 
Third Quarter, December 1st, 1911, to February 29th, 1912. 

Dr. 

Balanci^ from laat qaHt«r fl,4C>8 76 

Warrant on appropriation 2.DC0 00 

Pennltin and 4?0Bti coUectMl 4,2M 63 

ProTPPiIn of ruDH sold, 6SB0 

ProccwlH of tRxM^rmiatB' licenses 17 00 

Froopi^e of propaRaCiDg Ueenses and tagi 2 24 

rroo»»j)> of Bpeclal licenM, 1 00 

$8.37r 09 

Kxppnsn' for quarter 93,820 19 

DepositR In State Treunir ■ 4,002 68 

Jliilf-ppQHitleB returned to ptosecutore 2»2 65 

8,20S 57 

BnlnDce , ITl !)T 



Fourth Quarter, March Ist, to May Slst, 1912. 

Dr. 

Bfllonec from last quarter, , S 17t W 

Warrants on appropriation R.lflO 00 

ppDflltiPxand MRts colloiHrd 4,812 17 

ProTpeds of jruns sold 84 75 

Prooppfls of taxldprmlstB' liceneea 12 00 

Pro<'(>(4ii of non-resident license 10 00 

Pmcppde of propagatinit licenses 4 00 

Prooi-ffdii of ordlnar; lirenae 1 00 

EuppDni-H adianccd nnd returned by officers 25 00 



$10,220 49 
Or. ' 

EipensM tor quarter, $2,6^0 87 

Deposits in State Treasury, 4.823 92 

S 7,583 7(1 

Hnlnuoe $ £,636 70 

Fifth Quarter, June Ist to August Slst, 1912. 

Dr. 

Halaii. ■■ $2,636 70 

I'enaltiex and costs collected 1.481 SO 

Pr(*eed8 of Runs sold 114 8S 

Pro<!(M?dB of (BiidennlBts* licenses. 11 00 

FCipenspK advanced and returned 50 00 

$ 4.2M 06 
Cr. 

EipenBea for quarter $2,0t» 2» 

Deposita In Slate Treasury 1,602 ai 

Half penallien returned to proBecutors, B 00 

I 3,670 M 

Balance J. j L .■ J. . .W.U^' t 617 41 
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Sixth Quarter, September 1st to November 30th. 1912. 

Dr. 

Bal«iw *o?iX^ 

W»r™nt on appropriations ^ .KJU uu 

Penaltlea and costs collected 2.B07 tt. 

Proceeds ot gmis sow, ^^ w 

Proceeds of non-reaident licenses, ix SX 

Proceeds of tsildetmlst Hcenses 20 00 

Proceeds of piopasatinx Ucenses « w 

Proceeds of ordtnaCT license J «" 

Proceeds *f special Ikease, ,J XX 

roets OD hand ■*0 «* 

|e,94S 82 

Cr. 

Expenses for quarter $3,087 -W 

Depoeitsln State Treamiry 3,438 41 

Half-penalties returned to prosecutors, 40 00 

Balance, »IM 9t 



STATEMENT OF PRESERVE FUND 

Third Quarter, December let. 1911, to February 29t!i. 1912. 

Dr. 

BRlance from last qtiarler $ fiOT 20 

Warrant on appropriation 1 .STR 00 

f 2.572 2* 
Cr. 
EspensM for quarter SI .3tV! 77 

$1,866 77 
Balance $ lisOR 4S 

Fourth Quarter, March Ut, to May 31st. 191ii. 



Bslance from Inst quarter. $1 ,20'! 4>t 

Warrants on appropriation, S.TfiO Ct 

Amonnt retamed b; officer 1 Tri 

$ 4,957 18 
Or. 
Expenses dnrlng quarter, $3,112 36 

$ 3,112 36 

Balance, $ 1,844 82 

Fifth Quarter, June let to August 31st. 1912. 

Dr. 

Balance from last quarter 1.R44 f*2 

Refund from Adams Express Company r> IH 

$ 1,S50 7S 
Cr. 
Expeoaea during quarter, $,258 90 

$1,258 90 
Balance $ Wl 68 
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Hixtb Quarter, Repfember let to L>t!cember 30th, 1912. 

Dr. 

Balance from last iiuarler $ 301 8U 

Wairanl on appToprialioo l,iJ75 00 

$ 2.400 W! 
Cr. 
BipenHeii for quarter |l,3I)^ritJ 

11,302 50 

Itnlanoe. D<wmtM.'r Ut. im2 $1 ,074 1*7 

BeepMtfuUy submitted. 

JOSEPH KALBFUS, 
Becretai?, Board of Game Commiasionert;. 
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KEPOBT OP THE BOARD OP GAME COMMISSIONERS. 



To HIb ExceUeni^, J(din E. Tener, Governor of Penni^lvania: 

Sir: — ^We berevitb respectfaUy Habmit to you oTir repftrt of work 
done throng and nnder our direction daring the year intervening 
between December Ist, 1912, and Deconber let, IdlS, with recommen- 
dations, and that yon may fbe more thorooghly understand the sitna- 
tion and grounda upon which this report is based, we attach hereto 
a copy of the report of our Secretary for the same period. 

From what we have been able to gather through Uie varloaa reports 
made to us during the past year by our Secretary, t<^ether witii re- 
ports that have come to us from private sources, and from what we 
have learned by our own personal observation, we believe the game 
season just closed has been one of the most successful seasons en- 
joyed by sportsmen for many years, and that we believe that a fair 
quantity of game for propagating purposes has been left in the 
fields and woods. What effect the deep snows now covering Penn- 
^Ivania may have apon this remnant of game we are, of coarse, un- 
able to say, but view the present condition with alarm. 

The number of hunters in the field as ahown by the issue of Resi- 
dent Hunter's Licenses far exceeds our estimate in this direction, 
and when we consider the number of hunters in the CommonwealtiiL, 
the improved methods of transportation through which hunters can 
cover many times the territoiy covered a few years ago, the high 
grade accuracy of firearms and ammnnition, expert marksmanship, 
forest fires, shortage in the food supply for onr wild life, vermin and 
deep snows, with consequent starvation, we are indeed surprised that 
game ^ists at all, and considering these questions are impressed 
more than ever before with die need of concerted action on the part 
of all the people in behalf of our wild life. We are impressed with 
the imperative necessity for a shorter and more nniform law govern- 
ing the time during which game may be taken in this Commonwealtii, 
especial^ the taking of game birds. We are now making a special 
study of the question of how best to maintain, and, if possible, increase 
our game, and believe fiiat through additional protection, which In- 
dndes the feeding of our wild life during the wintertime, we can 
better attain the desired end than in any other way. 

(., ' " ' Google 



We believe that the money collected throQ|^ the Besident Hantor's 
License Act, when made available by appropriatioii, wiU supply the 
power to do that which could not have been done without this act, 
and we feel the responsibility resting upon us to apply that part of 
the money coming to our nse to the best advantage of those who con- 
tribute to the fund. Oame sanctnaries in the mountains where large 
game can be closely guarded is in our opinion a step in the right di- 
rection, but all sportsmen are not big game hunters^ and we see the 
neceseity of deciding upon some method through which the revenue 
derived through the Besident Hunter's License may be applied as 
nearly as possible to the benefit of those who contribute to this fund 
for the protection and propagation of game generally thronghoat the 
State. We hope to be able before the meeting of our next L^slature 
to evolve some feasible plan through which this can be accomplished. 

We also feel that while the Resident Hunter's License Act as it 
stands to-day is poas^sed of great possibilities for good, there are 
certain features that should be amended as quickly as possible, 
especially in those particulars regulating the use of guns by boys 
under 16 years of age. 

We call your attention to the fact that the number of hunters killed 
in Pennsylvania this year through the use of guns is in the nei^- 
borhood of 18, as compared with 49 last year. The number of wounded 
from the same cause is in the neighborhood of 60 as compared with 
150 last year, this improved condition being the direct result of thia 
Resident Hunter's License Act that eliminates the small boy from 
the field as a hunter of game birds or animals, but still permits him 
to carry a gun for the purpose of hunting birds and animals not pro- 
tected by the law. 

We are especially gratified to know that public opinion in thia 
State and Nation appears to be surely drifting towards additional 
protection to our wild life, as is shown by the Act of our State Leg- 
islature and the Act of Congress empowering the Agricultural De- 
partment at Washington to adopt mlea and r^fulations controlling 
the taking of migratory birds of all kinds, which action evMi so 
short a time as one year ago was considered by many to be an im- 
possibility. To-day it is an accomplished fact and means much to 
our Nation. 

We report that the seventy-two (72) elk released in this State, 
with their increase, appear to be following the gypsy disposition of 
their kind in other parts of the United States; that is, to wander 
far and to have no fixed abode and believe it would be well to let 
time demonstrate whether or not these animals will be benefldal to 
the Commonwealth. 
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We fed that we are able to-day because of increased appropria- 
tion given to our use for certain purposes to render much better eer- 
vices than we were able to render heretofore, and hope to demon- 
strate that the con&dence placed in us by the li^islatnre and by 
yoQ has not been misplaced. 

Onr work up to this time has been conducted along conserratiTe 
lines and always within the appropriation given to our use, and we 
call yonr attention to the financial statement of our Secretary in 
this respect, but at this hour we feel that we are seriously handi- 
capped by the lack of funds to be used for the purchase of game and 
the feeding of our wild life in this State. The same amount was 
given us for game preserve purposes by the last L^slature that was 
given us two years ago. We have created six preserves or sanctuaries 
in this State, and the maintenance of these preserves alone for two 
years will almost consume the entire fund given to us for this special 
purpose. We are almost daily in receipt of appeals from different 
parts of the State for help in feeding turkeys and quail. We know 
that because of the deep snows now covering the State many of these 
birds will surely perish unless food is supplied. 

Tinder the provisions of a recent act we have closed fonr counties 
in the Commonwealth ; Cambria, Westmoreland, Somerset and Fay- 
ette, to the killing of deer for a term of three years. But few deer 
are found in a wild state in this territory and it is hoped by the 
people of that section that the Game Commission will supply deer 
in sufBcient numbers to fairly stock this terr^ry during said period. 
Where the money is to come from to either buy these deer or to feed 
the birds in the Commonwealth is a problem we have up to this time 
not been able to solve. 

We thank your Excellency and the members of the Legislature for 
the consideration given the three bills; that one giving protection 
to doves, the one r^nlating the sale of ruffed grouse and qnail in 
this Commonwealth, and the bill giving protection to elk, that were 
drafted and presented at our instance, and also for the consideration 
given certain bills bearing the endorsement of this Commission. 

We deeply regret the passage of the several bills passed by the last 
L^slature altering in various ways the provisions of our laws rela- 
tive to the open seasons. 

We call yonr attention to the fact that during the year ending with 
December Ist, 1912, we returned to the State Treasury |14,057.36, 
which amount had been collected as flnes and penalties, etc., and 
for the year ending with December Ist, 1913, we returned moneys 
collected in the same way amounting to >8,B39.47, making a total for 
the two years returned to the State Treasury of |22,696.83. Our ap- 
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propriation for enforcing the Game Iaws during tlw same period was 
(40400.00, so that we have returned to the State more than half of 
the amoant given to our use for this purpose; 

Respectfully submitted, 

C. B. PENROSE, 

President 
JNO. M. PHILLIPS, 
ARTHUR CHAPMAK, 
LANINO HARVEY, 
WM. B. McCALEB, 
C. E. SOBER, 
Board of Qame Commissioners. 
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Harrisburg, Pa., December 1st, 1913. 

To the Honorable Board of Game Commissionera of Pennsylvania: 

~ Gtentlemen: — I desire, at this time, to make my report to joa for 
that time intervening between December Ist, 1912, and December Ist, 
1913, aopplementing the varions minor and special reports I have 
made to you during that time, and since the convening of the Legis- 
lature by letter and otherwise. I now make this my Aunnal Re- 
port for 1913, covering as far as possible the work done under your 
direction, both in and outside of this ofSce, since by last report 
There were forty-one (11) bills introduced in the last L^slature, 
eleven (11) in the Senate, and thirty (30) in the House, relating 
to proposed changes in the Game Laws of Pennsylvania, most of 
them drafted entirely from local viewpoints. Borne of these bills 
were introduced by friends of game protection and some of them by 
those whose only desire was to see protection to game taken away 
and the path opened through which, without the fear of penalties, 
not only our game, but also our useful wild birds of all descriptions 
could be exterminated. 

Three bills introduced in the Senate,— ^ 

One giving protection to doves, kill-deer and blackbirds, 

One prohibiting the sale of feathers taken from wild birds belong- 
ing to the family of birds found in this Commonwealth, and 

One permitting the Game Commission to close certain counties to 
the killing of elk and deer for a term of years, were passed and signed 
by the Governor. 

Eight bills introduced in the House, — 

One giving protection to elk in Pennsylvania, 

One requiring resident hunters to secure a license before hunting, 

One placing a bounty on certain noxious animals and birds killed 
in this Commonwealth, 

One changing the open season for hunting, 

One adding tw^o inches to the length of the antlers of a deer, 

One prohibiting the sale of grouse and quail, no difference where 
they might be killed, and forbidding the sale, of wild water fowl 
killed Jn the State between January 1st and ^ptember Ist, also 
forbidding the sale of wild water fowl brought into this State from 
another State between Januai-y Ist and September 1st, 

One forbidding the use of guns upon lands set apart to picnic or 
recreation or sanitarium purposes, and 

One declaring a closed season for wild turkeys for a p^od of 
two years, Googic 



making eleven bills, were passed by the Legislatai* and signed by 
the Governor, each one of which seems to have been necessary to 
give additional protection to our game and wild birds, excepting 
that one changing the open season, which one to my mind was not 
intended to, and does not, secure that end; a sad mixing of seaaonfl 
that means extermination rather than protection of game, and should 
be looked after as quickly as itossible. It seems to me that because 
of improved methods of transportation to banters and their d<^a, 
antoroobiles, etc., improved gnus and expert markamenship, that 
onr game, especially game birds, cannot stand a longer season than 
thirty (30) days, and considering all conditions, North, Sonth, Blast 
and West, that it should be the month of November only for birds. 
The season for bear and for deer might well be fixed ootside of this 
month without danger to birds. If bear and deer hunters were limited 
to the possession of rifles when banting big game, the rabbit season 
mi^t well be extended to the end of December, if the use of bird- 
dogs was forbidden daring the said month of December, but as these 
are t^nestions for future consideration I mention them here only as 
suggestions. 

RESIDENT HUNTEE'8 LICENSE BILL: 

As you are aware, I bad but little to do with the drafting of thix 
bUl as it was introduced in the last L^islature, the Game Commis- 
sion as a body having nothing to do whatever with this matter. Those 
having this bill in hand even rejected certain suggestions that I pre- 
sumed to make, the suggestions being based npon the tbou^t that 
such provisions were imperative to secure and make possible the 
proper enforcement of this law. As for instance, that provision of 
the bill requiring residents of this State to be possessed of the license 
only when hunting for birds or animals protected by the Game Laws 
of this Commonwealth. My contention was that this wording would 
open the door to all kinds of trouble and render almost impossible 
the conviction of either a man or boy found hunting without a li- 
cense if that man or boy made affidavit that be was hunting for 
something not protected by the Game Laws. 

I suggested that no person be permitted to claim a bounty to be 
paid from the fund created under the provisions of this Resident 
Hunter's License Act unless he himself had paid a license fee. It 
did not seem fair to me to exempt the land owner or lessee of land, 
who might reside npon such land and cultivate the same, or to exempt 
the children of either of these individuals, from the payment of this 
license fee and then say that they should receive a fee of |2.00 for 
killing a fox or a weasel that might be caught in the act of destroy- 
ing their own, personal property ; poultry, for instancy or the rab- 
bit in which all of the people of the Commonwealth have a joint 



ownerahip, this same rabbit being protected from the licensed hunt- 
ers outside by trespass notices, afterwards to be killed b; the owner 
of the land and sold to the very man who paid a part of the fee 
he rec^ved for killing the weasel. I reco^ize the fact that diose 
drafting this Besidait Hanter's License Bill, and those favoring 
its passage, were hard pressed for votes to secnre the passage of 
this bill, and that they were compelled to omit important provisions 
from the bill as well as to add provisions that otherwise would have 
been eliminated. 

EFFECT OF THE RESIDENT HUNTER'S LICENSE BILL: 

That great benefit will come to the State through the passage of 
this measure it se^ns to me cannot be questioned. 

Through the provisions of this bill a fixed source is established 
through which revenue is provided to be applied to game protection 
and increase in various ways, and sportsmen of the State cannot be 
accused of b^ging that moneys needed for the support of hospitals, 
or schools, or good roads, or any other public purpose, shall be ap- 
plied to their benefit 

A fixed fund from which bounties are to be i>aid has been created. 

A fund has been established through which lai^ game and small 
game, where possible, may be purchased for distribution, and through 
which our game birds may be fed and cared for during severe winter 
weather. 

To my mind one of the great features of this Resident Hunter's 
Ijicense is that it places the sportsmen of this Commonwealth in a 
position where they, and they alone, are paying for protection to the 
birds they desire to kill as game birds, and I feel that because of 
this condition they alone, the sportsmen, should be considered in 
the enactment of laws relating to the killing of game, to the length 
of seasons during which birds may be killed, and to any other con- 
ditions relating to the taking of game. While the money collected 
through the Resident Hunter's License will be applied to the pro- 
tection of birds the lifework of which means benefit to all the people 
as well as to game, the sportsmen alone are responsible for the fund 
that gives protection to game, and it seems to me any other Influence 
should not be permitted to regulate game seasons or conditions. The 
amount of money that will be realized through the Resident Hunt- 
er's License far exceeds our outside hope. While we are unable at 
this time to give the exact figure that will be secured, we are in 
position to say that through our effort more than 330,000 licenses 
have been printed and placed in the hands of the County Treasurers. 
The majority of these licenses have been taken. We are informed 
that 25,n00 or 30,000, or more, hunters were unable to secure the 
license, receiving instead a receipt from the County Treasurer. Prom 



reports already made to the State Treasurer and to this office by 
Coun^ Treasurers it would appear that a fund far in excess of any 
fund ever given to the Game Commission of this State will be in 
the hands of the State Treasurer at the banning of the next L^b- 
lature to be applied through appropriation to game and wild bird 
protection, including the payment of bounties. "We are satisfied 
from the reports received that more than 300,000 licenses were taken. 
We are satisfied that fully 75,000 or more land owners, their tenants, 
and the children of such owners and tenants, hunted in Pennsyl- 
vania without a license during the last or 1913 op^i season, making 
a total of in the neighborhood of 400,000 men with gnns destroying 
our game, and the only wonder to me is that we have one sii^le 
animal or bird left in the Commonwealth. If we had 400,000 hunt- 
ers and each hunter killed but five (5) rabbits, and it seems to me 
that this is a fair average, for while some men may have killed no 
rabbits at all, or but few, others killed in large nnmbers, so that 
an average of five seems to be fair. This means 2,000,000 rab- 
bits killed in Pennsylvania. If the average of ruffed grouse was 
but two (2) to the hunter in Pennsylvania, it would mean 800,000 
mffed grouse. When I consider that our game birds are not migra- 
tory, that they mnat stay in the section where they are reared to 
face not only men with guns, but vermin, disease, starvation, con- 
sequent upon climatic conditions, the only wonder to me is, as I 
said before, that we have game at all, and it seems to me imperative 
if that game is to be oontinned that the seasons during which men 
may hunt mnst be restricted, that vermin must be exterminated, 
and that our game birds mnst be cared for during severe winter 
weather. 

REARING GAME IN CAPTIVITY: 

Right here I desire to say that in my opinion the killing of vermin 
and the feeding of our own native birds is of far greater importance 
than any other questions under consideration. It is a well-known 
fact that game birds such as grouse, quail, and wild turkeys cannot 
be bought to-day from other States as tiiey were bought in former 
years, and it is up to us to protect and save those birds that we 
may have. I have had occasion through the last several years to 
collect data relative to the feasibility of raising foreign birds in 
captivity and the releasing of such birds for propagating purposes 
in a wild state, and find that while many thourands of dollars, yes, 
I may say, many millions of dollars, bare been spent in this direc- 
tion throughout the United States, the return secured will in no 
way justify the expenditure made. I find that while many States 
and many individuals have for years been experimenting along these 
lines the effort in the majority of cases has been unsuccessfu], and 



that in the tev limited places where imported birds hare increased 
such success has come not because of any peculiar adaptability of 
the birds to our climate, bnt instead strictly because of environ- 
ment and conditions found in but a limited number of sections in 
the TTnited States. Such conditions are not found in this State. It 
appears to be ea^ enough to raise ring neck pheasants and Hungarian 
quail in captivi^, but it has not been so easy to have them increase 
in a wild state where, to use a common expression, they were "com- 
pelled to scratch for tbemselves." I hav^ talked with and written 
to men from almost every State in this Union r^:arding this mat- 
ter, and the great majority of replies to my questions have been: 
"Our efforts in this direction have not been rewarded by any great 
degree of success." Beplies of the same tenor have come from all 
directions; from Massachusetts, from Vermont, from Pennsylvania, 
from Missouri, from Indiana, from Kansas, Colorado, California, and 
intervening States, really from almost every State where the ground 
during any considerable length of time is covered with ice and snow, 
excepting a certain territory in the Genesee Valley, New York, 

REARING NATTVB GAME BIRDS IN CAPTIVITT: 

I have also given the proposition of raising our native game birds 
such as wild turkeys, ruffed grouse and quail in captivity consider- 
able thought and attention. I have visited several game farms, some 
operated by public officials, some by private individuals. I have 
seen some few ruffed grouse that bad been reared strictly in cap- 
tiWty. I saw some hundred or more quail reared in the aame way, 
and have report of several hundreds of other birds of like char- 
acter raised in the same way. T also know of very many instances 
where efforts in this direction have been rewarded by failure, and 
feel that at the best an undertaking of this kind is extremely pre- 
carious, the return very uncertain to say the least, and from the 
data I have collected I am led to believe that through the extermina- 
tion of vermin, including house cats and crows, and the feeding 
of our wild and free grouse and turkeys and quail during severe win- 
ter weather a far greater return will be secured in every county of 
this State than can be secured to the entire State through or because 
of the establishment of a game farm where the rearing of these birds 
in captivity is undertaken, no difference how extensive that farm 
might be or how much money mig^t be spent in that direction. 

Each one of the six sanctuaries created in this Commonwealth 
and known as Game Preserves, the same being simply tracts of land 
surrounded by a single wire, a dre line and a line of notices, the 
notices calling the attention of the public to the purpose of the en- 
closure, whereon no hunting is permitted by any person at any time, 
and whereon no wild cat or domestic cat, or fox, or crow, or other ani- 
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malB classed aa vennin are permitted to live, has prodaced more game 
of the kisd peculiar to that sectioit; turk^s where torke^s are 
fouDd^ groQse and quail where these birds thrire, than has been pro- 
daced on any or all of the game farms in all the United States, where 
such game has been raised strictly in captivity; this too where the 
cost of maintenance and production upon the sanctuaries does not 
count in pennies as compared with dollars or tens of dollars expended 
by the game farm. The Resident Hunter's License will make possible 
one or more sanctuaries of the before described kind in every county 
of this Commonwealth wherein the State owns land and from which 
game birds may be trapped for distribution to sections where the 
State owns no land. 



Whether or not elk should be released and protected anywhere 
in this Commonwealth is quite problematical. It seems to be the 
disposition of these animals, no difference from whence th^ are re- 
ceived, to wander far and to make no special location their abiding 
place for any great length of time. The animals we have purchased 
and released came from two different directions, but seem possessed 
of the same spirit. Some of these animals were secured from North- 
em Wyoming, and within a week after their release in this 6tate 
were seen fully forty (40) miles from the place where they were 
given their liberty. Some of the elk we secured in Monroe County, 
Pennsylvania, where their ancestors had been retained in captivity 
for a number of years. Some of these animals were seen within a 
few days fully twenty (20) miles from the point of their release. 
They are not only disposed to wander far but also to raid growing 
crops, and several claims for damages have already been filed in this 
office. We released seventy-two (72) of these animals during the 
last Spring, twenty-flve (25) in Clearfield and twenty-five (25) in 
Clinton County, this bunch of fifty coming from Wyoming. Of 
these we lost seven (7) in Clearfield and seven (7) in Clinton County, 
apparently from trouble caused by the decided change in altitude, 
and not from Texas Fever Ticks, or anything of that character, as 
i-eported through the newspapers. While these animals did have upon 
their bodies certain ticks, we were careful to see that those ticks were 
not the Texas Fever Tick. We sent some of these ticks to Pathologists 
in Philadelphia and in Washington and are informed that they are 
what is known throughout the United States as the Moose Tick that 
from time immemorial have been found on deer and elk and creatures 
of like kind in every State of this Union. We released ten (10) elk 
in the new preserve in Center County and twelve (12) on State lands 
in Monroe County, these animals also having upon their bodies the 
same tick. The animals purchased in Monroe County were born and 
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reared in that section, bo that the; were folly climated and there 
were no losses from this bunch. The killing of two of oar elk dnring 
die past fall has been reported to this office and we will pnrsue 
strenuously those accused of this offense. One of the elk killed 
was a boll elk, killed in Mifflin County, and the other was a cow 
elk, killed very close to the line between Center and Clinton Coun^. 
It seems to me that it would be well to wait for a few years at least 
before rdeasing more of these animals in this Commonwealth. 

QAHB PRESKRVES OR SANCTUARIES: 

Our sanctuaries continue to do the work intended, that of giving 
absolute protection to animals and birds found thereon, and are in- 
deed valuable cities of refuge to those creatures that choose to 
take advantage of the encircling wire. I have learned of many deer 
that start straight for the wire when purBned, and I am satisfied 
that the splendid increase of game of all kinds reported in the neigh- 
borhood of these preserves is largely due to the peace and safety se- 
cured therein, not only peace and safety from the attacks of men, - 
but also from vennin and from forest fires. I believe that every 
sportsman in the State understands the value of these sanctuaries 
and respects the law controlling them. I take special pleasure in 
saying that I know of no one who has attempted to hunt within the 
limits of these preserves since their creation. Under the present law 
the Game Commission is limited in the land it may use for sanctuary 
purposes to laud owned by the Commonwealth and under the control 
of the Department of Forestry. This is well as far as it goes, but 
there is no State land in many of the counties of the Commonwealth, 
and forest land is not adapted to the breeding of all kinds of game. 
QuaU for instance, are partial to cultivated lands or the bru^ lot 
connected therewith. As the sportsman in each county is the man 
to-day who is contributing to the fund for game protection, the quail 
hunter has just as much right to a fair return for bis money as has 
the deer hunter, or the tnrkey hunter, or the man who chooses to 
hunt for ruffed grouse exclusively, and these men feel that some spe- 
cial effort should be made to increase the quail in the sections in 
which they may reside. It has been suggested that some measure be 
adapted through which the Game Commission could secure the con- 
trol of cultivated lands, through lease or otherwise, upon which quaU 
might be given protection, might be fed and cared for in a wild state, 
and their increase trapped and removed to other sections of the 
Commonwealth to the advantage and benefit of the quail hunter. This 
proposition seems to me is reasonable, and should be given careful 
consideration. 
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BOUNTIES: 

I am «:ceedingly sorry to make report to yoa that no appropria- 
tion for the pajTnent of bounties to cover that period betweai June 
iBt, 1913, and June lat, 1!)]5, was passed by the last Legislature, 
notwithstanding the fact that there would undoubtedly be an ample 
fund in the handa of the State Treasurer for this purpose long be- 
fore any claim was made upon it. As directed by yon, I had drafted 
a bill placing a bounty on the wild cat, the fox, the mink and the 
weasel, the same bill making ae declared by its title an appropria- 
tion of ¥100,000.00 for this purpose, the same to be paid from one- 
balf of the moneys arising through or because of the Besid^it Hunt- 
er's License bill. The member of the Legislature who presented this 
bill saw fit to have added, in the face of my strenuous protest, tiie 
names of certain birds for the killing of which a reward or bounty 
should be paid. He saw fit also, without our knowledge, to have the 
title of this bill so altered as to make necessary a special appropria- 
tion bill to meet the demands created by tie bill. The special bill 
for appropriation was not presented so that there is at this time no 
authority directing the payment of one cent for this purpose, and 
those killing the animals or birds named in this new bounty law must 
hold tbeir claims until an appropriation for this purpose can be 
{lassed by the nest Legislature. This condition I deeply deplore, as 
I cannot hdp but feel that the harm done by the wild cat, the gray 
fox, and the weasel far exceeds any good that may come through the 
killing of mice or other noxious rodents by these same animals. I 
am satisfied that these animals, as do certain hawks and owls, catch 
and feed npou that line of food found the most plentiful in their 
neighborhood, and that therefore is the most easily secured, game 
birds or rabbits or other birds or mice, as that may be. Ab our work 
is to preserve game and birds I can see no reason why we should 
stand idly by and see any of these creatures destroying the things 
that we are trying to protect because we hope that after the rabbits 
and the birds have been destroyed these creaturea may through 
necessity destroy some mice. We have a number of hawks and owls 
in this State that appear to live almost exclusively upon small rodents 
and Insects. I l>elieve in destroying the known destroyers of our 
beneficial wild life and know of nothing equal in incentive to that end 
than the hope of securing doUara and cents from the State throng 
a' bounty. I am satisfied that but few men will hunt especially the 
wild cats or foxes or weasels simply for the purpose of destroying 
them, even though they know these animals are destroying game. I 
am satisfied that but few farmers will bunt for these creatures al- 
though they know they are destroying their poultry. The offer of a 
reward in cash from the State seems to put an entirely differoit 
phase upon the proposition. 



INCREASE OF OUR FORCE: 

Under the provisions of an Act of 1911 the Game Commisaion was 
authorized to increase its force of paid ofdcers from ten (10) to thirty 
l>tO), and your Board at a meeting held before the convening of the 
liftgislatnre of 1013 by resolution added twenty (20) to the force of 
game protectors, increasing the pay of all of these offices from 
|5ti.00, the amount paid prior to that time, to f^^-l^) ^ith traveling 
expenses equal in amount to the same figure, and directed that our 
budget as presented to the L^slature and made a part of the Gen- 
eral Appropriation Bill should be drafted along these lines, and this 
was done. The Joint Appropriation Committee of the Senate and 
House for some reason saw fit to allow us an appropriation to pay 
but thirteen (13) new men instead of twenty (20), and to reduce our 
request for moneys for other purposes to a considerable extent Why 
this was done in the face of the fact that through the provisions of 
the Resident Hunter's License Act a fund fully adequate for all pur- 
poses would be supplied, funds that in a single year exceed to a con- 
siderable extent the request we made for the two years, I fail to nn- 
derstand. Still this was done and we must make the best of it. 

WORK DONE: 

Even with this limited force I cannot but feel that good work 
has been accomplished along the lines of Game and Wild Bird Pro- 
tection, helped as we have been in all directions and at all times by 
that splendid and efficient body of officers known as the State Police, 
not only in making arrests, but also in being present in places needed, 
in letting the people know that they were ready to enforce the law, 
and also edncating the people regarding the value of the game laws 
to them, in this way preventing many violations of the law through 
a better understanding of the necessity of such law rather than in 
d(>terring violations through a fear of the law. A detail of State 
Police was given me this year, &a heretofore, to help guard the sev- 
eral game sanctuaries under our control, and I only wish that this 
body of men was double or tbribble its number in this Common- 
wealth. The appropriation given us by the last Legislature for game 
preserve purposes; this includes the purchase, distribution, and feed- 
ing of game as well as the care of our six sanctuaries, is limited to 
$15,000.00 for two years. The greater part of this fund will be 
necessary to maintain the preserver and to feed the game that is 
found located thereon. From many directions reports are coming 
to me regarding the increase of wild turkeys and I am impressed 
with the necessity for feeding these turkeys during severe winter 
weather. It seems unfair to me to say that men shall not take these 
turkeys at any time, even though they may need them for food, and 
then to stand by to see the same birds die of starvation or be der _^ 
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stroked by vermin. Uanj of these birds are found npon lands other 
than State lands. This same thing applies to qnail, and I have issaed 
a circular letter, a copy of which 1 berevith attach for your informa- 
tion, to the various aportmen's organizatione throaghoat the Com- 
monwealth, also to individaals, asking them to locate the tm^eyf: 
and qaail and raffed grouse that may be found in their neigfabod- 
hood, and to help as feed these birds during the comii^ winter, stat- 
ing that the amount of money at our command was so limited that 
we would not be able to pay for services rendered, in cases of this 
character, but that we would do what we could to pay for food for 
the birds. I am getting many responses from many sources regard- 
ing this matter, and hope to see our birds of all kinds brought through 
in good shape. 

I have also issued a circular to game dealers of the Commonwealth, 
trying to have them understand our State law and the National law 
regarding the receipt or sale of game in this Btate, and in this way 
to keep the dealer out of trouble. 

NATIONAL LAW: 

As you no doubt know. Congress at its last session saw fit to pass 
a law controlling the killing or taking of migratory birds and to 
secure that end gave the Agricultural Department at Washington the 
right to fix rules and r^ilations regarding this subject. I am in 
receipt of numerous letters regarding the feature of the National 
Regulation that classes the Bobolink in this State as a song or in- 
sectivorous bird, giving it perpetual protection in this Common- 
wealth, and that permits the killing of this same bird under the 
name of the Reed Bird immediately upon its passage from this State 
into Maryland or the District of Columbia, or Virginia, and I am 
calling this matter to your attention at this time so that you may 
understand conditions. 

GAHB KIU^D: 

DEER: It appears from reports recaved that sportsmen were 
fairly successful during the Reason just passed. We believe that more 
than 800 male deer were killed in this Commonwealth, and there 
appears to have been a considerable number of does killed, perhaps ^ 
60 in all, a peculiar feature in the killing of does being that such 
killing was not limited to any one section as was the fact last year, 
but instead they were killed here and there, all over the deer coun- 
try, indicating that there was no plan or agreement followed this 
year as there seemed to be in past years, and that sportsmen were 
beginning to realize that through the killing of these breeders the 
wrong done was to deer hunters and no one else in the State, and I 
belive the majority of deer hunters are determined that those vbo 
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have been doing this thing must stop or pay the penalty. We are 
frequently in receipt of information regarding the killing of does 
that results in the conviction of the offender. Deer are reported 
to be increasing rapidly in the State. 

BEAR: Reports coming to this office indicate that but few bear 
were killed this fall in Pennsylvania, attributable to the fact that the 
ase of steel traps is forbidden, and that there was but little or no 
tracking snow this year. There must, therefore, be a most decided 
increase In these animals next year. 

CLodING OP COUNTIES: 

As yon know, four counties of the State have been declared closed 
under the provisions of the Act of April 29th, 1913, to the killing of 
deer for a period of three (3) years, beginning with December 1st, 
1913, and it is expected by the residents of these counties, Fayette, 
Somerset, Westmoreland and Cambria, that tlie Game Commission 
shall stock these lands with deer in goodly numbers. While the 
fond arising from the Resident Hunter's Lic^ise is accnmulating in 
Hplendid shape, this fund is not available at this time for any pur- 
pose, and we must secure our deer from other sources. We must 
maintain oar preserves already created, we must feed onr game 
bodi on and off these preserves, and are therefore limited in the 
amount we can spare from the fund available at this time. I call this 
to your attention so that the matter may be considered immediately 
and the want supplied, if possible. 

JOSEPH PAPSONE CASE: 

I report to you that the case of the Commonwealth vs. Joseph 
Papsone, the alien who is testing the constitutionality of the Act 
of 1909, forbidding aliens to hnnt in this State, has been recently 
argued in the Supreme Court of the United States. The Common- 
wealth's side of this question was looked after by the office of the 
Attorney General, and the case was most ably handled, both in the 
preparation of the paper book and the arguments, by Mr. Hargest, 
Deputy Attorney General. We sincerely hope our contentions re- 
garding this matter may be sustained by the Supreme Court of the 
Nation as it has been sustained by the Superior and Supreme Courts 
of tills Commonweatth.* 

MEN KILLED AND WOUNDED: 

One of the strong a^piments advanced in favor of the Rodent 
Hunter's License bill was that because of its provisions the danger 
of sudden death or injury through the agency of the irresponsible 
■ boy with a gun would be reduced to the minimum, and would greatly 
reduce the number of accidents caused by the use of guns in this 

Tlila Act wu uutBlnM bf the Caltrt B(*t«* Snpmiw Coort In •■> oplabm hudM Ann 
JUBII7 Utb, ini, and la th«ntan Ou Uw. 



Commonwealtb. This contention appears to have been realized. Last 
year we had id bamau beings killed in this State and 119 voonded. 
The reports received this year show that but few men have been IciUed 
or wounded, as compared with last year. Three of those killed in 
this State this year were killed not through accident, but in direct 
violation of law, by men who did not look before shooting to see that 
they were aiming at game, and it seems to me that snch killings 
should by Act of Assembly be declared manslangbter, and severe 
punishment of not less than two years in prison shoold follow. In- 
vestigations r^arding these so-called accidents made last year clearly 
showed that the great majority of real accidents, through the use 
of fire arms, was because of tbe carel^s and reckless handling or 
guns by boys of irresponsible ages. The same condition exists this 
year. The final number of men killed or wounded this year will not 
equal half tbe number shot last year, and I am confid^it that many 
of the accidents of this year would have been avoided bad 
the Beaident Hunter's License Act provided that boys under 16 years 
of age should not be permitted to use firearms of any description in 
this State, except in defense of person or proper^. Nie provision 
requiring hunters to secure a license only when hunting for "animals 
or birds protected by the Game Laws of this State" left open a way 
through which many boys under 16 years of age persisted in using fire- 
arms to the great injury of their fellows, and to themselves. Under the 
present condition it is impossible for us to convict a boy under IC 
years who may be hunting either with or without a license, if such boy 
swears he was not bunting for birds or animals protected by our 
game laws. While the figures here given are somewhat startling, 
they are nothing as compared with the injuries or deaths caused by 
automobiles during the year in any one of our large cities. There is 
a way tbrou^ which these conditions can and should be corrected, 
and I believe the good people of tbe t^tate are equal to the emergency. 

COST OF HUNTING AND ITS VALUE: 

I presume but few people in this State have ever considered tbe 
value of hunting and therefore not only disposed to expect impossible 
things, but also to underestimate what hunting really means. For in- 
stance, let us say there were 400,000 hnnters in tbe field in Pennsyl- 
vania during the season just passed, say that the average exp^iditure 
of each was flO.OO, and when you consider the cost of gun and am- 
munition and clothing and food, and loss of time, etc., this seems to 
me a low estimate, yet it means the expenditure of ^4,000,000.00 in 
an effort to destroy, what the State is expected to return through the 
expenditure of f27,000.00, which was the amount appropriated to 
our use, last year. We returned to tbe Commonwealth through fines' 
and' penalties |8,539.47, so that tbe actual outiay by the State for 
all purposes in this work was bat }19,060.53, and what Is the return? 
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Say the average number of rabbits killed by each man was "five, 
which nnmber I believe to be below the number actually taken, for 
while some hantere billed no rabbits at all, some killing only two or 
three, the great majority of hunters killed several times five, and at 
this rate 2,000,000 rabbits were taken. Say they average 2i pounds 
each, and we have 6,000,000 pounds of good wholesome meat. 

Say the average of grouse killed was but one to the man, and there 
were taken 400,000 grouse, averaging 1} pounds each, or half a mil- 
lion pounds of the most palatable wild flesh that can be secured. 

Consider that 800 deer were killed, averaging 125 pounds each, to- 
gether with 100 bear, take the number of wild water fowl and squir- 
rels and other small game killed, and the return of food acquired 
is no small item, and all of this entirely outside of the benefit of 
recreation secured through hunting, the value of the life work of 
birds absolutely protected by our game laws, and the training of 
our young men in the manipulation and use of firearms. The ef- 
ficient volunteer is our National defense. 

CLAIMS AGAINST THB STATE: 

I take occasion at this time to call to your notice certain claims 
made by citizens of this State that should receive your attention. 

First, the claims that have been, and may be, presented for the 
payment of damages incurred through the raids of elk or deer, on 
growing trees or crops. 

Second, the expenditure made for printing by certain County 
Treasurers in their efforts to supply hunters with printed forms to 
facilitate the taking of the Resident Hunter's License, and the re- 
ceipts given where the dollar was paid and the delivery of the license 
and tag was not possible because the State had not supplied these 
things to the several County Treasurers. None of these claims will 
amount to much, and I believe each, when reasonable, should be paid 
as soon as possible after a contingent fund is appropriated to our 
use. I am receiving claims of this kind, and after investigation filing 
same for future action. 
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GENERAL FUND. 



Third Qnarter, Second Tear. 

December Ist, 1912, to Febrnary 28th, 1913. 

Dr. 

To balance trom last quarter tl29 82 

To penaltlefl and costs collected 2,S94 68 

To warrant on appropriation 2,660 00 

To proceeds ot giina sold 4^ 00 

To proceeds of taxidermist licenses 24 00 

To proceeds of non-resident licenses 9 76 

To proceeds ot propagating licenses 6 40 

To proceeds of special licenses 2 00 

To expenses advanced and returned 10 91 



Cc. 

By expenses tor quarter $3,269 78 

Bj' deposits in State Treasury 2,422 31 

By balf -penalties returned to prosecutors 26 00 

16,707 0» 

Balance (overdravn) (639 06 



Fourth Qnarter, Second Year. 
March Ist, 1913, to May 31st, 1913. 

Dr. 

To warrant on appropriation 12,660 00 

To penalties and costs collected, 1,676 SI 

To proceeds of guns sold ST 60 

To proceeds of taxidermist licenses 33 00 

To proceeds of special licenses, 3 00 

To proceeds of ordinary ItcensM 2 00 

To proceeds of propagating licenses 1 00 



Cr. 

Br expenses for qnarter tl>9M 00 

By deposits in State Treasury 1,708 01 

By overdrawn balance 6S9 06 

By half-penalties returned to prosecutors SO 00 

»4,I43 M 

Balance (oTordrawn) , |U K 
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First Quarter, First Year. 

Jane Ist, 1913, to August 31st, 1913. 

Dr. 

To wan-ant on appropriation |4,3TG 00 

To returned expeasee 48 00 

To penalties and costs collected 1,S41 87 

To proceeds of guns sold, ■ 48 00 

To proceeds of tazldermUt licenses 14 00 

To proceeds of non-resident licenses, 10 00 

To proceeds of propagating licenses 1 00 

To proceeds of special licenses, 1 00 



Bj deposits In State Treaanry 11,715 87 

By expenses for quarter 1,468 19 

By OTerdrawn balance 40 06 

By half-penalties returned to prosecutors 12 SO 

¥3.236 61 

Balance, |2,902 26 



Second Qnarter, Firat Year. 
8eptemt>er 1st, 1913, to November 30th, 1913. 

Dr. 

To warrant on appropriation t4,B7S 00 

To balance from last quarter 2,902 2S 

To penalties and costs collected 2,637 63 

To costs returned by W. H. Lemon, 13 76 

To proceeds of pme sold 78 76 

To proceeds of taxidermist licenses 48 00 

To proceeds propagating licenses 9 00 

To proceeds of non-resident licenses 20 00 



Cp 

By expenses for quarter |3,626 12 

By deposits in State Treasusy, 2,693 28 

16.318 40 

Balance t3,666 89 
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PRESERVE FUND. 

Third Quarter, Second Tear. 

December let, 1912, to Febmary 28th, 1913. 

Dr. 

To balance from last quarter |1 .074 27 

To warrant on appropriation, 1,876 00 

f8.V49 S7 
Cr 

By expeneea for quarter, $S,107 99 

18.107 99 



Orerdrawn balance 1168 72 

Fonrtli Quarter, Second Tear. 
March lat, 1913, to May 3l8t, 1913. 

Dr. 

To warrants on appropriation |3,?60 00 

13,750 00 

Cr 

By expenses during quarter, |3,637 68 

By overdrawn balance 168 72 

13,798 40 
Overdrawn balance (46 40 

First Quarter, First Tear. 
Jooe l8t, 1913, to Angast 31st, 1913. 
Dr. 

To warrant on appropriation 11,876 00 

11.876 00 
Cr 

By expenses for quarter )1,482 60 

By overdrawn balance 48 40 

n.6» 09 

B»>»»" r='<pf.mG«Og^«tt 
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Second Qnarter, Firat Year. 

September Ist, 1913, to November 30th, 1913. 

Dr. 

To balance from last quarter ^46 91 

To waarant on appropriation 1,STG 00 

To refund b; Ceotral Penna. Lomber Co., 35 00 

13.366 91 

Or. 

Br expenses for qnarter. |1,E77 8G 

tl,577 SG 

Balance |678 OS 

Respectfully submitted, 

JOSEPH KALBFUS, 

Secretary. 
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Office of the Board of Game GommiBsiona^, 
Harriabarg, Pa., NovoQber Ist, 1913. 

Dear Sir: — I am writing you tOHiay, aa Secretai^ of your Sports- 
meu'a Organization, and desire to call your attention to a matter 
that Beema to aa to be of vital importance to the welfare of game, and, 
therefore, to all Sportsmen. I refer to the feeding of our wild game, 
especially birds, daring the winter time. Daring the past aeveral 
years I have been collecting data relative to the poaeibilities of arti- 
ficial game production and propagation ; I have written to those in 
authority in almost every State in thia Union ; I have written to many 
individuaia; I have visited varioua game farms, both public and 
private, and while I am compelled to reo^ize the fact that game 
of various kinds can be produced upon the game farms, I am satis- 
fied the coat of production in this way far exceeds any hope of re- 
tarn. I have collected data that beyond qneetion satisfiea me that 
neither the Bingneck pheasant nor the Hnngarian quail is a "bud- 
der" ; that la, can secure their food from the tree tops as do our na- 
tive grouse, when the ground is covered with ice and anow. I am 
convinced that these birds must be cared for artificially during the 
winter time if we hope to preaerve them; I am satisfied that in many 
ways thc^ are not to be compared with oar native birda — with our 
grouse or our wild turkeys, -or with our quail. 

The Qame Commission is satisfied that far more good will come 
to the State and to the Sportsmen through the maintenance and 
care of our native birds than can be secured in any other way, and 
with that end in view, I ask your organization to help the oflBcer in 
your district to locate coveya of quail after the cloae of the season, 
bunches of wild tarkes or of grouse, so that th^ may be fed dur- 
ing the coming storms of winter. Oar ofBcer is instructed to get in 
touch with your organization regarding this matter and I hope you 
will understand that we are trying to help you and that in turn 
you will do what you can to help as help you. We will pay for 
feed, but the limited funds at our command will not justify the em- 
jiloyment of agents to feed the birds. This feeding, if possible, must 
be done through organizations. Kindly let this office hear from you 
regarding this matter. 

Respectfully yours, 

JOSEPH KALBFUS. 

Secretary, Qame Commission. 
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Office of the Board of Qame GommiBsiouers, 
Harrisbnrg, Fa., December Ist, 1913. 

Dear Sir: — I -write this circular letter to-day relative to the rights 
and privileges of those who may be disposed to deal in game in 
Penuaylvania, in the hope that every one may know the law and 
through ita observance avoid trouble tbat is almost sure to follow 
its violation. 

We have two distinct laws at this time affecting the sale of game 
in Pennsylvania. One is the National Law and the other is the 
State Law, each for itself tending to game protection and increase, 
and the two together making a barrier that it is hard to surmount. 

The purpose of these two laws is to increase game in this and 
other States by cutting out the market hunter, the one who kills game 
for profit to himself, now. and entirely without regard to conse- 
quences sure to result from such acts. 

Our Pennsylvania Law provides that no deer killed in this Common- 
wealth, or any ruffed grouse, commonly called pheasant, or any quail, 
commonly known as "bob-white," or any wild turkey or any wood- 
cock, killed either within or outside of this Commonwealth, or any 
part thereof, can be bought or sold at any time within the Common- 
wealth. All other game, including rabbits, squirrels, bear, raccoons, 
plover, etc., klUed within this State, may be bought and sold during 
the open season for such game in this Commonwealth and for 30 days 
thereafter, except, that birds known as wild water fowl, including 
wild geese, wild ducks and swans, killed within this Commonwealth, 
can be gold only between the first day of September and the first 
day of January next following. 

Oame of all kinds killed outside of this Commonwealth, excepting 
wild turkey, woodcock, ruffed grouse and quail, may be bought and 
sold at any time, excepting, that wild water fowl killed outside of 
the Commonwealth and brought into the Commonwealth between the 
first day of Beptember and the first day of January next follov>ing 
may be sold at any time. Wild water fowl brought into this Com- 
monwealth between the first of January and the first of September 
may not be sold at any time. 

Onr State Law provides that the attempt in any way to sell game 
of kny kind, or to have game of any kind, in possession after the end 
of 30 days, after the close of the open season, shall be prima facie evi- 
dence that such game was killed illegally and shall render the per- 
son thus in possession of such game, liable to the penally imposed 
by law, for killing such game, ont of season. This means that the 
attempt to sell game, or the possession of game, contrary to our 
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State Law, would convict you of violatiug tbe lav, withoat addi- 
tional evidence apoii tbe part of the Commonwealth. Yon, of course, 
would have the right to prove that the game in question was killed iii 
another State, which would exonerate you, in so far as the laws of 
this State are concerned, {/ the game under consideration icas of a 
kind other than icild turkey, woodcock, ruffed grouse or quaU, the 
sale of these birds being prohibited in Pennsylvania no matter where 
they were killed, and right here lies the danger in the National Law 
to you. 

This National Law provides that both the one who ships and the 
one who receives game, shipped from a State forbidding such abip- 
ment shall be liable to a penalty of 1200.00 for each offense, and when 
you prove that the game in question was not killed in Pennsylvania 
you are very likely to prove that it was^iiled, in a State forbidding 
its shipment, and it has been contended in Washington, that the 
shipment or the receipt of each bird in a package, woald coostitnte 
a separate offense. 

This same National Law provides that each package containing 
game when shipped from one State to another State shall be so 
marked as to enable the contents of the package to be readily deter- 
mined from an outside inspection of such package. The same 
penalty of $200.00 is imposed for violating this provision so that 
while you may be within the provisions of the Qame Laws of Penn- 
sylvania, you might be placed in a position where yon would suffer 
severe penalty, Arst, for receiving game from a State forbidding the 
shipment of game out of that State, or, for receiving anch game, in 
packages improperly marked. If you were to be prosecuted for a 
violation of either of these National provisions, yon would be ar- 
rested by an officer of the United States Government, and be tried in 
the United States Courts; not in your county courts among yonr 
neighbors where perhaps friendship might have its influence or ex- 
tenuating circumstances be given consideration, but instead, you - 
would be tried far from home, among entire strangers, where nothing 
but naked facts would be given consideration. 

Every State in this Union gives a certain protection to its game, 
and almost every State forbids tbe shipment of certain kinds of 
game out of their boundaries, and the National law Imposes a pen- 
alty for the transportation of game either killed or shipped con- 
trary to the laws of any State. 

The arrest of a man in Kentucky, or any other State of this Union, 
for a violation of either State or National Laws r^arding this 
subject might very easily, if such were the case, develop the fact 
that you had been receiving game, either illegally shipped, or im- 
properly marked, and this would make you liable to a penalty of 
fSOO.OO for each offense, with costs of prosecutions, which would 



be heavy because of the distance 70a and the witnessea would be 
compelled to travel. It might be that Bome dealer In poultry in 
another State wonld ehtp joa a barrel, or box, of dressed chickene, 
or any other thing, and pat inside of that barrel, or box, a number of 
quail, or other game, the shipment of which was forbidden, direct- 
ing the same to yon as "Poultry," or without any special designa- 
tion. Yon might qot know what the barrel or box contained until 
yon opened it, yet if yon received and disposed of such box, or barrel, 
you would be liable to the full penalty imposed by law. If you re- 
turn Buch game without notice to this office, you might be called 
upon to prove such facts, and be put to no little inconvenience. I, 
therefore^ suggest, that to be Bafe in this fatter, first, you refrain 
from ordering game of any kind from States that forbid the ship- 
ment of such game, remembering that no wild turkey, or tooodcock, 
or quail, or ruffed grou8e,'oan be sold in this Commontoealth no dif- 
ference where it may have been hilled. If game of any kind comes 
to you shipped from States contrary to the laws of that State, or 
comes without being properly marked, I would suj^^t that you 
noti^ this office at Harrisburg, by vire or phone, immediately upon 
receipt of such package, following such tel^ram or phone message 
with a letter giving the name of the shipper, the place from which 
the package was shipped, with the number and character of game 
shipped, and the markings upon said package. 

Through an arrangement with the office of the Biological Surv^, 
Washington, t>. C, which Department has charge of the enforcement 
of the National Law relative to thla subject, this notification will 
.relieve you of tiie responsibility that might fall npon you because 
of the violation of the National Law, and we will at once wire you 
to seU the game In question if such game can be legally sold in 
this Commonwealth. If you do not so notify this office and it de- 
velops throngh evidence secured, either within, or outside of this 
Commonwealth, that yon have received game contrary to the laws 
of any State, or game improperly marked, yon alone will be re- 
Kponsible. 

If I have not made myself perfectly clear in this circular I would 
be glad to answer any qnestions that might suggest themselves to 
jou regarding this matter. 

Respectfully yours, 

JOSEPH KALBFUS, 

Secretary, Game Commission. 
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BEPOST OF THE BOARD OF GAME COMMISSIONERS. 



Harrisbnrg, Pa., Jan. 7th, 1916. 
To His Excellency, John K. Tener, Governor of Pennsylvania. 

Sir: We herewith reepectfally submit to you onr report of work 
done through and under our direction during the year intervening 
between December 1st, 1913, and December 1st, 1914, with recom- 
mendations, and that you may the more thoroughly understand the 
situation, we report in detail as follows: 

From what we have been able to gather through the various re- 
ports made to ua during the past year by our Secretary, together 
with reports that have come to us from private sources, and from 
what we have learned by our own personal observation, we believe 
game and beneficial wild birds have been as well protected In Penn- 
sylvania as in any State in this Union. This in the face of the fact 
that our force of game protectors is not in numbers sufficient to do 
the work expected of us, and the further fact that the money at onr 
command is far short of being sufficient to meet the demands we 
are required to meet, considering the improved firearms in use to-day, 
exi)ert marksmanship, advanced methods of travel through the use of 
automobiles, etc., destruction to wild life wrought by the elements, 
disease, starvation, vermin, and forest fires, the only wonder is that 
we have game or wild birds at all. 

We believe that the riuantity of game taken by sportsmen is small 
indeed as compared with that destroyed by other causes, and feel 
that it is imperative that our laws should be altered in several par- 
ticulars if various species of our game birds and animals are to be 
preserved from extinction, the changes in the Game Laws being 
preliminary and incidental to other work necessary in this direction. 

NUMBER OF SPORTSMEN IN PENNSYLVANIA. 

During the season of 1913 there were 305,028 Resident Hunters' 
Licenses issued in this State; during the season of 1914 from reports 
at hand there were fully as many licenses issued. When we consider 
that the land owner, with his tenants and their families, may hunt 
under the provisions of law without paying this license, and add 
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to this thoBe vho hunt in violation of law, we are led to believe that 
fully 100,000 more men hunted in this State during each of these 
seasons than were licensed, making altogether an army of more than 
400,000 men, who for a certain period and for good reason are per- 
mitted to destroy game that in the aggr^ate amounta to miUions 
of pieces and thousands of tons in weight; when we consider that the 
taking of all this life by sportsmen is bat a limited amonnt as com- 
pared with the total each year, the necessity for drastic refoims 
can be readily understood. 

SHORTENING OP OPEN SEASONS. 

We are impressed with the necessity for shortening of our game 
season, and a reduction of the number of each species that may be 
taken each season by the individual hunter in this State. We 
believe our seasons for small game shoald be made as anifonn as 
possible. 

LARGE AND SMALL GAME SEASONS. 

We believe our seasons for large and small game should, as far 
as possible, be separated, considering as paramount the danger to 
human life through the use of high power rifles in territory occupied 
by many hnnters. 

BOUNTIES. 

We believe that each of our predatory wild creatures usually 
classed as vermin destroys more game of various descriptions than 
is destroyed by any one man, and hold that if our wild life is to 
be preserved, it is necessary to curb absolutely the depredations of 
predatory creatuies as well as men and to that end heartily ^idorse 
the expenditure of moneys in the shape of bounties or rewards in 
amount sufficient to induce men to hunt for and destroy such' vermin 
as may be found in their neighborhood. We believe the fund cre- 
ated through the Resident Hunters' License Act for the purpose of 
paying bounties should be carefully guarded so that it may be 
made to do the greatest possible good, and endorse tbe idea sng- 
gested by our Secretary through which paid Game Protectors shall 
be authorized to issue all certificates for bounties, as the most feasi- 
ble and inexpensive, presented for our consideration. Through this 
method fraud and deception will be practically eliminated, and 
every dollar of this fund will go to tbe encouragement of those destroy- 
ing vermin. Give us the force needed and we will surely show re- 
sults. 
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FEEDING OP WILD CREATURES. 

We call especial attention to the fact that a great part of this State 
in now covered with ice and snow and our wild life is already facing 
a condition from a lack of food supply that must increase as the 
winter progresaes, and we earnestly recommend that an appropria- 
tioii bill be immediately passed placing at least |25,000.00 in our 
hands through which our birds and other game can be fed, and 
through which addtional game can be secured. The first and moat 
vital question to our minds is to care for the game we now possess, 
and after this restock covers from which game has been exterminated, 
in this way bringing game as near to the home of the one who pays 
the bills as possible. 

We believe that public opinion is surely drifting toward additional 
protection to our wild life and the conservation of our natural re- 
sources in general, and feel that this idea should be encouraged in 
every way consistent with the thought; that for various reasons 
hunting is a national necessity; that sportsmen are the true and 
almost exclusive protectors of our game and wild birds, and that 
therefore game should be protected that it may increase to be taken 
hy sportsmen rather than to be looked at or photographed, or pre- 
served for any sentimental reason. 



GAME SANCTUARIES. 

We feel that the method of increasing our wild life through the 
creation of p^eser^■es or sanctuaries is the most economical and best 
manner through wfaich this can be accomplished, and earnestly recom- 
mend an increased appropriation for the purpose of creating addi- 
tional sanctuaries of this character. 

We also endorse the idea of permitting the Game Commission also 
to locate these sjmctuaries upon leased lands in sections of the 
State where the Forestry Commission is not at this time and can 
never be po^essed of lands. Data at our command indicate that 
what are known as game farms are not making the return hoped for 
or expected and that the cost of their creation and maintenance 
exceeds many times the cost of our sanctuaries, each one of which is 
making a satisfactory return in increasing the numbers of native 
birds and mammals. 

We feel that the Act passed by the last Legislature extending to 
citizens of counties the right under certain restrictions to have their 
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territory closed to the himting of deer and elk for a term of years 
is a step in the right direction. Some uine counties of the State, 
Cambria, Somerset, Fayette, Westmoreland, Warren, Forest, Clarion, 
Jefferson, and Cbeijter have already taken advantage of the provisions 
of this Act, and have been, to a limited extent, stocked with deer. 
Other cotinties are anxious to take advantage of this law, bat are pre- 
vented from BO doing because the law as it now stands limits the 
territory that may be closed to four counties in one contiguous block. 
We can see no good reason for this restriction and feel that this 
Act should be amended so as to permit any county in the Common- 
wealth, no difference where located, to be closed to not only the killing 
of deer and elk, but also to wild turkeys, and grouse, and any other 
game that the people may see fit to have protected. If this is done^ 
many counties wherein game of these several kinds have been exter- 
minated will be returned to former conditions. The residents of these 
localities will find game near at home and will not be compelled to 
travel long distances in search of game or to go into territory that is 
already seriously over-crowded by hunters. 

There is no good reason why the State or individuals should be 
expected to buy game of any kind, at excessive prices, to place in any 
county, and have the same killed the first year of its introduc- 
tion. 



SPORTSMEN PAYING THE COST OP GAME AND WILD BIRD 
PROTECTION. 

We call your attention to the fact that through or because of the 
Resident Hunters' License Act a fund has been created throogh 
which not only our game birds and animals may be given adequate 
protection, but that will also give the same protection to our wild 
birds other than game birds, whose lifework makes possible a return 
for labor to the fanner; that provides a fund from which bounties 
for the killing of predatory creatures may be paid, without the ex- 
penditure of one cent by the State, or the payment of a farthing by 
the farmers of this State, the very ones who derive the moat return 
from the lifework of birds, and we heartily endorse the thought of 
sportsmen, with whom the idea of this Resident Hnnters' License 
Bill originated, that not one cent of this money should be applied 
to any purpose other than the purposes named in the Resident Hunt- 
ers' License Act. 

We extend to your Excellency our sincere thanks for the kindly 
and generous treatment given to us in our work daring the Adminis- 
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tration just about to end, and hope our pleasant associations may 
continue tlirongli coming years. 



Respectfully yonrs, 



CHARLES B. PENKOSE, 

President. 
LAHNING HAKVEY, 
WILLIAM B. McCALEB, 
JKO. M. PHILLIPS, 
JOHN e. 8PEER, 
ARTHUR CHAPMAN. 
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Harrisburg, Pa., December lat, 1914. 
To the Members of tbe Board of Oanie CommisBioners of Pennsylvania. 

Gentlemen: Tn making this my Annnal Report to yoa for 1914, 
I desire to give yoa an understanding of game conditions as the; 
have been report«l to me, also to place before you for consideratioD 
data that I have collected relating tn the thought of those interested 
in game increase in this State, considering the best methodH througfa 
which the fund collected through the Resident Hunters' IJc^i8e» 
may be applied to the benefit of sportsmen, and the neceasity for 
altering some of our laws. 

We are iu receipt of communications written and otherwise con- 
cerning the best methods through which game can be increased, the 
feasibility of game farms and the advisability of establisfaing sacb 
a farm in this Commonwealth. Because of State Laws forbiddinp 
the shipment of game, either living or dead, out of almost every 
State in this Union, it is almost impossible to secure game birds snch 
aa quail and wild turkeys by purchase in even limited numbers for 
propagating purposes, and it is absolntely impossible to secure SQCb 
game birds in the numbers necessary to restock the depleted covers 
of the Commonwealth in a manner asked for by sportsmen, who con- 
tribute their dollar to the use of the Game Commission through the 
Resident Hunters' License Act. 

From data collected personally and otherwise, I am convinred 
that the great majority of those securing a Resident Hunters' Li- 
cense in Pennsylvania will be perfectly satisfied to lend their further 
support to this measure when they are shown that this Act is really 
intended to benefit sportsmen, and that those entrusted with the 
distribution of the moneys so collected are at least trying to use this 
fund to that end, and a still greater number of these men will be 
more than satisfied when they see that the quantity of game in 
this Commonwealth has actually increased and that hunting con- 
ditions have been improved in the State. I have, therefore, devoted 
considerable time to the gathering of statistics that may be of help 
to yon in this work. 

Starting with the undisputed fact that quail, for Instance, v&e 
quite plentiful last fall in various sections of this Commonweaitb 
and that we have passed through a most severe winter, accompanied 
by deep snows, which resulted in the death of many of tlie«e birds 
through starvation, smothering, etc., it is evident that birds of fltis 
character, strictly ground feeders, may be annually called upon to 
meet just such conditions as they met last year, and that without the 



help of men through hard winters b; artificial care and feeding, 
two or three such winters in sHCcessiou will surely exterminate birds 
of this disposition. Turkeys, much stronger birds than quail, aud 
able because o{^ttiat superior strength, to scratch through ordinary 
snows to the ground, upon which they find a partial food supply 
in the shape of chestnuts, acorns, dried berries, wiutergreen berries, 
and vintergreen leaves, etc., have through a limited amount of help, 
such as corn and other grains placed by sportsmen, succeeded in 
wintering fairly well; while the ruffed grouse, possessing tlie ability 
to feed upon buds found in the tree tops when the food supply on 
the ground is covered with ice and'snow, have come through the past 
winter in splendid form, being reported plentiful in those sections 
of the State where suitable cover and food can be found, thus demon- 
strating again that because of these traits the ruffed grouse is the 
most hardy of our native game birds, that the wild turkey is uext, 
and that the sumval of quail because of their disposition to feed 
strictly upon the ground is, to say the least, quite problematical, and 
as it is with quai], so it is with all ground feeding birds, including 
English and Chinese Ring-Neck Pheasants and Hungarian Quail. 
We all understand that wild turkeys and grouse are birds of the 
woods, while quail are found mostly in the open, and thrive better 
upon cultivated lands than elsewhere. We understand that because 
of these traits, conditions suitable to raising grouse or wild turkeys 
are not adapted to the raising of quail, and vice versa. We all under- 
stand that it is perfectly natural for the one who delights in quail 
hunting to feel that the dollar he paid for the Resident Hunters' 
License shall be, as far as possible, applied to the production of 
quail. He does not care to hunt for grouse, or turkeys, or deer, and 
will secure no more pleasure or benefit through the increase of either 
or all of these creatures than he would secure through the expenditure 
of his money for good roads or fish or for any other purpose outside 
of quail increase. He demands quail, and the rabbit hunter asks for 
rabbits. You, therefore, have for your consideration the proposi- 
tion of providing game, first to supply as far as possible a variety 
of game suitable to the various sections of the Rtate, and second, to 
supply as far as possible a variety of game demanded by sports- 
men. To aid you in this work I have collected data, 

WILD TURKEYS. 

I find that wild turkeys, because of help given them through the 
distribution of food by this office and by sportsmen, have wintered 
fairly well, and I believe that notwithstanding the losses from starva- 
tion, cold and vermin, we have a greater supply of wild turkeys at 



this time bj far than there would have been had there been an 
open season for these birds. During the past winter we frequently re- 
ceived letters complaining of the closed season for turkeys and stat 
ing that as there was no open season for turlceys at this time that 
the writers of the letters had lost interest in earing for and feeding 
turkeys, which tJiey felt sure must suffer because of this lost friend- 
ship, these men overlooking the fact that had there been an open 
season there would have been less turkeys to winter over, and the 
fact that starvation and cold would have taken and did take their 
proportionate i»ercentage of the ^ew birds remaining. They appar 
ently overlooked the fact that because of this closed season many 
men fed birds during the past winter that they would not have fed 
under former conditions when they felt that they were simply feed- 
ing birds for some other hunter to kill. 

Turkeys can be raised in semi-captivity upon the Game Preserves 
now under control, and may be trapped in the winter for distri- 
bution to various sections of the State. We raised atiout sixty (60) 
turkeys on the Verry County Preserve last year and a number of 
these birds retreate<l into the woods where they could not be cap- 
tured. Of the remainder we sent some to Franklin County, some to 
Northampton County, some to Lehigh County and some were taken to 
Clinton County where we released same in sections that we thought 
adapted to these birds. We retained a fair number of these turkeys, 
10 or more, on the Perry County Preserve, where every hen thus 
retained laid her quota of ej^gs and hatched a nice brood. In Clinton 
, County wild cats killed two of the hens and destroyed their nests. 
Quite a number of wild turkeys were raised on the Ugonier Pre- 
serve. None wer? distributed from that point. 

QUAIL. 

I find that quail have almost entirely disappeared from certain 
sections of the State. In other sections of the State, through the care 
given them by this office and si)ortsmen many birds were s%ved, but 
not enough to siijtply good shooting during the season just past. 
This fart, togethoi- with the before-mentioned condition that neither 
quail nor turkeys can be secured from other States as in former years, 
brings the question fairly to us as to what methods we may adopt 
within this State to preserve and increase our quail and wild 
turkeys. 

Regarding the pos.iibility of raising quail in captivity I would 
say. I have my very serious doubts. Regarding their production in 
semi-cnptivity, I would say. during the fall of 1913 I visited the 
Game Preserve of the American Game Protective and Propagation 



Asaociation, located on Cape Cod, Massachusetts, aad there saw 
about one hundred (100) quail that bad undoubtedly been raised in 
Beml-captivity. These birds had been hatched under bantam hens; 
they had been reared by these hens and the keeper. The eggs used 
were produced by quail held in captivity in which state these birds 
appeared to be capable of producing Ibree or more times the number 
of eggs that would be laid by the same birds in a wild state. 

During the last week of May, 1914, I visited the Game Farm of 
the New Jersey Game Commission, whose lands border on Barnegat 
Bay, near Forked River, and saw fully four hundred (400) quail 
that had been raised last year in semi-captivify in the same manner 
as had those 1 saw in Massachusetts been raised. On the New Jersey 
Game Farm T saw several thousand Ring-Neck Pheasants in their 
pens. In both of these places I asked the keeper in charge certain 
questions regarding the trouble incurred in rearing these birds 
and what they expected to do during the coming year, etc. In 
the matter of expense my answers were direct and to the point. In 
the matter of expectations the answers were so evasive as to satis^ 
me that even those who had been successful last year were doubtful 
regarding the outcome of their etTorts this year, also satisfying me 
that this effort to raise quail in serai-captivity is most uncertain, 
while the expense connected with that effort is extreme. During the 
month of July last I again visited the New Jersey Game Farm and 
learned that several thousand of their young Ring-Neck Pheasants 
had died, the result, as the keeper said, of eating "rose bugs", I 
found the supply of young quail limited. The keeper also told me 
he bad just returned from a visit to the Game Farm of the State of 
Delaware, where almost the entire lot of young birds produced, 
either quail or ling-neck pheasants, had died, apparently from the 
same trouble that had caused the loss on the New Jersey Farm. 
He said. "We are losing many birds every day and if I had my way 
I would at once release the whole bunch. I believe they would do 
better if allowed to roam at will add know we would not be able to 
count the dead as we do now." 

Taking everything into consideration, T believe that through the 
method recommended in my last report to you, the passage of an 
Act of the IvCgislatnre authorizing the Game Commission to lease 
hunting privileges on certain farm lands in Pennsylvania whereon 
quail shall be given increased protection throngh the killing of vermin 
of various binds, the feeding the birds when necessity requires, and 
help in other ways, a far greater number of these birds can be pro- 
duced for the same outlay of cash than can be produced on a game 
farm. I understand this idea is advocated by many sportsmen of the 
State and believe it is well worthy of consideration. ( (l(lt?lc 
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in the matter of procuring mature game birds, such as Hungarian 
Quail and King-Necked Pheasants either through purchase or rear- 
ing to flu in places where our native birds have been exterminated 
I would say, I have manj letters from various Game Commissioners 
of States wherein the rearing of these birds has been attempted upon 
game farms; I also have letters from many individuals both in and 
out of this State to whom I wrote for information r^arding this 
matter, the replies received bo differing in their tenor as to leave me 
about as much iu the dark regarding the possibilitj of these birds, 
eepeciallf the King-Necked Pheasant, as I was at the beginning. 
Prom the Biological Survey at Washington I received word that in 
but a few limited locations have the Ring-Necked Pheasants increaBed 
in a wild state in anything like a satisfactory way. In Or^on alone 
these birds appear to have increased to a wonderful degree in that 
part of the State where because of the warmth generated by the 
waters of the Pacific Ocean, snows do not remain upon the ground 
for any extended i>eriod. Outside of that influence, where snows pre- 
vail, these birds have done ao better than they have done under the 
same conditions in other States. In California and In the Qenesee 
Valley of New York these birds api)ear to have increased to a con- 
siderable extent. Both of these States are continually releasing 
mature birds, and the birds during the winter months feed with the 
chickens around the farm buildings. In New Jersey and a few oth^ 
States they have increased to a limited extent, feeding in the same 
way, but T have heard of no place in Pennsylvania where they have 
increased in a wild state, even though given special care during tlie 
winter months. Nowhere in the United States do the Hungarian 
'Quail appear to have increased to any degree. In many sections 
where they were released they have entirely disappeared, no reason 
being given for such disappearance. Reports received regarding the 
possibility of raising the Bing-Necked Pheasant in captivity and 
the cost of such effort vary greatly, the expense bdng estimated from 
$2,00 per pair to five or more dollars per pair. Some reports declare 
these birds are hard to rear; some say they are reared easily; some 
say they are "burtders", the majority say they are strictly ground 
feeders, and not "budders", Some say these birds roost in treea, 
the greater majoTity assert that they roost strictly upon the ground, 
and I have noticed that in the various enclosures I have visited 
where Ring-Necked Pheasants were held in captivity that nothing had 
been done toward erecting rooats for these birds. There were no trees 
or other high places upon which they could rest safely from night 
prowlers. 
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I recently saw a letter written by one of the greatest producers of 
Bing-Necked PlieaoantB in America, who writing to a friend of mino 
r^:arding thia matter said: 

"First year: Bright prospectu. 
Second year: Not so good. 
Third year: I>own and ont." 

I am informed that the Game Commission of the State of Illinois 
has spent fully a million dollars (|l,00O,O00.0fl) in attempting to 
Btock that State with Ring-Necked Pheasants, that they have failed 
ntterly in this effort, and that the Qame Farm of Illinois can be 
purchased to-day for less than 10% of its cost. 

I present the letters received touching upon these various subjects 
to you for consideration. 

I have visited rabbit warrens and dnck farms, both of which 
places I learned are liable to disease, and I am satisfied that if for 
any reason yon decide that our game supply of either birds or animals 
shall be increased through the Introduction of foreign species that it 
will be cheaper to purchase mattire game, either birds or animals, 
than to attempt to raise the same on a farm in this State. I believe 
that the method already adopted by the Game Commission of Penn- 
sylvania through which addtional protection is accorded to game of 
all kinds upon lands owned by the Forestry Department of this Com- 
monwealth under the control of the Game Commission is the direct 
solution of this problem, in so far as game is concerned that can be 
raised in the wild woods. In the matter of qnail, we must resort 
to some other method. I believe that a Game Preserve or sanctuary 
such as we now have created in six counties of the State should be 
established in every county wherein the State owns sufficient land 
that could be adapted to this purpose. Game of all kinds found 
naturally in the wild woods has increased to a marked degree within 
the limits of these sanctuaries, and it seems to me that not only 
should these preserves already established be maintained, but that 
new preserves should he located wherever that is possible. I believe 
the sportsmen of the State should help the Department of Forestry 
in every possible way to secure additional lands that might be used 
for this purpose. 

ELK. 

For your information T desire to say, our experiment regarding 
the re-establishment of elk in a wild state in this State is, to my mind, 
proving successful. Elk, as you know, are inclined to feed upon grass 
or soft fodder such as growing grain or com rather than to browse 
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upon twigs or hard growth auch as de«r prefer. This disposition has 
brought some coniplaintB regarding injury to growing crops to onr 
attention. The elk introduced appear to be increasing, some four or 
more calves were reported as born last year, and fully twice that 
number have been reported as seen this year, A cow elk shot and 
killed by a farmer in his grain field in Centre County during the 
spring just passed was found to be with calf. I have heard of a 
number of small elk this year. Tip to this time we have had reported 
the killing of seven elk in violation of law. Reports of injury done 
by these animals were so earnefitly made during last spring that I 
was compelled to take the position that while the law said elk should 
not be killed in Pennsylvania for a series of years and that they were 
under the exact line of protection accorded to deer in this State, 
which forbade tho running of the^e animals by dogs or the shooting 
of these animals except a gun propelling one bullet or ball at a single 
discharge, I considered that this law was intended only to protect 
elk and deer wheu they were !n their proper place, and that I thou|!^t 
any man, farmer or otherwise, had a right to protect his property 
and would be justified in using such methods as were necessary to 
drive elk from hii fields and keep them out, even to the use of a dog 
or shotgun, so long as no permanent injury was inflicted upon the 
animals. 

I have caiised the investigation of conditions of .this character as 
reported, in several sections of the State regarding deer, and in 
many instances found said reports to be well founded. Near Alexan- 
dria, Huntingdon County, Pa,, we found that a herd of ten or more 
deer had been in the habit of feeding night after night in an orchard, 
to the very serions injury of the trees therein. Hundreds of these 
trees had been torn and mutilated by the deer, almost the entire new 
growth of this year had been eaten off down to the growth of last 
year. Many of the trees were killed ; fully a thousand trees in this 
orchard were injured. 

We have found several fields of buckwheat and oats seriously in- 
jured by deer and wild turkeys and T think it absolutely necessary 
for the Game Commission to be placed in possession of a contingent 
fund from which the several claims for damages of this kind can be 
adjusted. Tn Vermont and other States it has been found necessary 
to kill whole herds of deer that were destroying property in this 
way. 

CliOSING OF COUNTIES, 

Up to this time nine (0) connties of the State, — Fayette, Somerset, 
Westmoreland, Cambria, Jefferson. Clarion. Forest, and Warren in 
the western part of the State, and Chester County in the eastern part 
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of the State, — have been closed to the killing of deer for a term of 
jreara under the provisions of the Act of April 29th, 1913; ho that 
no time be lost iu this matter and notwithstanding the fact that not 
one cent of the moneys realized from the Keeident Hunters' Licenses 
was available at this time, I proceeded to the purchase of deer for 
release in several of these counties, and secured on time from the 
Mosser Preserve in Olearfleld County, through Col. fl. C, Trexler, 
of Allentown, Pa., ninety-eight (98) deer, which were released in 
Fayette, Somerset, Cambria, Westmoreland, and Jefferson counties, 
leaving four counties to be supplied with deer as quickly as possible. 
We are certainly under obligations to Col. Trexler for his kindness 
in this matter and there should be no delay In presenting the appro- 
priation bill to the next Legislature for that purpose,, also including 
in this Ml] an amount sufficient to pay for such other animals and 
birds as may be procured this winter and to supply a supply of food 
for the feeding of birds should the winter prove severe. 

PEBDINfl OP OAME AND BIRDS. 

In the matter of feeding birds last winter I desire to say, because 
of deep snows the birds were forced to face extreme hardship, many 
of them dying from starvation, many demands and requests for help 
in feeding birds were received at this office. Because of the scarcity 
of money at my command I was compelled to take a positive position 
in this matter. In the iirst place, I held that every cent at our com- 
mand should be applied to the purchase of grain that could be placed 
by our officers and friends of the birds without cost to the State. I 
found many more men volunteering for this work than I could supply 
with grain. In many instances sportsmen supplied the food as 
well as giving their time in placing the food, and but two bills were 
presented for pay for placing food for the birds. Both claims I was 
compelled to deny for two reasons: first, because under the wording 
of our Appropriation Bill I have the right to use our contingent fund 
only in cases where the work was ordered in writing from this office, 
which was not the case in either of these instances, and second, be- 
cause I had no money at my command from which these claims could 
be paid. I also ruled that as the fund from which in all likelihood 
this food would be purchased had been raised through the Resident 
Hunters' Licenses that this money belonged to sportsmen and 
that I had no authority to spend one cent of this fund except to the 
benefit of sportsmen. If the birds to be fed were located upon lands 
absolutely closed to all hunting we would feed them, feeling that the 
increase secured would overflow into the surrounding section to the 
benefit of sportsmen, just as it overflows from our sanctuaries. If 

.sic 
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tbe land was entirely open to huutera, not posted in any way, we 
would feed the birds, but if the land was poeted^and the one posting 
it either bunted thereon himself or permitted bis friends to hunt 
thereon, then we would uot supply the feed for birds to be killed by 
men who in no way contributed to this fund. We have most certainly 
had our troubles regarding this matter. Tbe feeding of our game 
birds during severe winter weather is to my mind a most important 
feature of our work, and it is made tbe duty of our paid officers to 
attend to this as far as possible, to locate the birds before snow 
comes, if that can be done, and to care for the birds during the winter. 

WORK DONE. 

We have during the present year called in the commissioas of 
many of our special ofBcers ; those who for any cause appeared to be 
out of touch with the work and the office, many of these men had done 
nothing for years and made no leport to the office, some were using 
their commissions for personal profit rather than for game protection, 
some were conducting themselves in various ways reflecting upon this 
office, such commissions all being recalled. 

I had occasiou to suspend one of our paid officers, giving hiuL tbe 
opportunity to deny the charges against him before dismiasal. We 
have in our employ several ex-soldiera of the War with Spain, also 
several ex-State Policemen, good men each one. I have found that it 
takes many mouths if not years to train competent officers, to teach 
discretion and good judgment, and to have them learn that a violation 
of the Game Laws is not a felony, to have them understand that we 
would much prefer to have several really guilty men escape rather 
than to kill or wound one who might be attempting to evade arrest. 
Tbe training of new men is not a pleasant task, and I therefore am 
more than willing to accept the service of a man already educated to 
his taBtt. Many men appear to think a commission with salary at- 
tachment is all that is needed. I have to my sorrow found this to be 
a mistake. We have at this time twenty-three (23) paid Game Pro- 
tectors and about four hundred (400) Special Deputy Game Pro- 
tectors, the last named list varying from day to day. 

BOTJNTIES. 

I desire at this time to call your attention to a condition that 
should also be remedied and refer to the act requiring counties to 
pay the bounty on noxious animals. As the law now stands, Gounty 
Commissioners are required to pay this bounty from county fnnds 
and to await a return of whatever amount may be paid out by them 
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until the next Legislature makes an api)ropriation to meet the claim, 
while the money paid in through the Resident Hunters' License Law 
(op this purpose remains unused in the State Treasury. While this 
is the law and the Superior Court has ruled that this must be done, 
many of the counties are short of funds and to meet these demands 
would be compelled to borrow money. The County Commissioners 
object to doing this, and it seems to me this condition should be cor- 
rected in such manner as will permit the Auditor General to make 
return to counties as quickly as possible after claims of this character 
are presented in proper form. 

Notwithstanding the severe penalties imposed by law for securing, 
or attempting to secure, a bounty through fraud in this State, I am 
satisfied that much deception has been practiced regarding this matter 
and that many dollars were fraudulently taken from the bounty fund 
that should not have been paid. It seems, too, that many individ- 
uals authorized to take affidavits for bounties at this time appear 
to think it their right to secure as much as possible from applicants 
for bounties. In many instances, instead of joining several claims in 
one certificate they draft a separate and distinct afQdavit for each 
pelt or skin presented for examination, and charge in each case the 
highest fee permitted by law, to the great disgust and discourage- 
ment of the one who has spent his time and energy in destroying 
vermin. Many of these men taking affidavits do not know one wild 
animal from another and are, therefore, easily imposed upon. I 
would, therefore, suggest that the law relating to bounties be amend- 
ed, first, by striking out of the several birds for the killing of which 
bounty is now paid, because many of our predatory birds are in 
reality more beneficial than harmful, and but few men can tell the 
species of bird before it is killed. Secondly, by providing a new 
method through which the claim for bounty for predatory animals 
named in the Act may be established. If the Game Conunission was 
authorized to appoint fifty (60) Game Protectors instead of twenty 
(20) as at present, and these men were authorized to administer oaths 
in all matters pertaining to bounties, each of these men to receive a 
salary of one hundred dollars instead of seventy-five dollars as at the 
present time, with traveling expenses in like amount, the same to 
be actually expended in the line of duty, returned under oath, with re- 
ceipts as now required of our officers for such amounts as are ex- 
pended. It seems to me much fraud would be prevented and a saving 
secured that would fully equal, if not exceed, the increase of salary 
over that paid at this time. These protectors could take affidavits 
whenever presented, in their daily travels, they could advertise to 
be at certain points in each county once or twice each year to re- 
ceive claims for bounties, and being salaried, their services could 
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well be rendered withoat charge to claimantB for bounties, in this 
way encouraging those who expend their time and energies in pur- 
suit of vermin, and unquestionably preventiog the presentation of 
fraudulent claims, or punishing those who may maiie such fraudulent 
claims. The duty of the Oame Protectors then would be to enforce 
the Game Laws, to locate and feed game and wild birds during se- 
vere winter weather, to destroy vermin as at the present time, and as 
experts to pass upon all claims made for bounties in this Common- 
wealth in this way rendering invaluable service to the Common- 
wealth aud fully earning the salary allotted to them, for I firmly 
believe that protection accorded through the destruction of vermin 
means more to the wild bird life of the State than does protection 
from harm at the hands of men. 

SPECIAL APPROPRIATION FOR THE PURCHASE OP GAME. 

We have to the credit of Game Protection and Purchase and In- 
crease a large sum in the State Treasury, aggr^ating in the nei^- 
borhood of ¥275,000.00. Some of this fund under the provisions of 
the Resident Hunters' License Act through which it was collected 
is to be applied to the purchase of game of various kinds for distri- 
bution in various sections of the State, and for the feeding of game 
during severe winter weather, and i have been planning for some time 
to secure aH much of this game as possible in the very near futnre, 
because to have game of any kind, either birds or animals, increase 
during the present year it will be imperative to have such game re- 
leased in this State before the coming of Spring. Many of our game 
birds, especially turkeys and quail, must be fed. To do these tbings 
requires money, and there should at once be introduced in the Legis- 
lature an Exigency Appropriation Bill devoting to this purpose at 
least Twenty Thousand Dollars (?20,000) of the moneys now held in 
the State Treasury for the use of the flame Commission. 

CONDITIONS RELATIVE TO RABBITS. 

A careful examination of the desires of sportsmen satisfies me that 
far more men enjoy hunting for rabbits than hunt for any other 
species of game found in this State, and I believe if rabbits were 
more plentiful less men would hunt for birds. 

It is beyond doubt the disposition of the rabbit as well as the deer 
to feed and exercise during the twilight hours and the night-time 
rather than during daylight. 

It appears that the majority of the rabbits killed in the open fields 
or forests during the daytime are male rabbits, while the majority of 
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those taken from holes in the ground, hollow loga, etc., are female 
rabbits, this condition indicating that the female rabbit, the one 
upon which we must depend for oar increase of game of this kind 
hides awaj during daylight hours and that any and all methods 
throngh which rabbits may be taken from sanctuaries, or may be 
killed during the night-time, cannot be anything but destructive 
to these animals, and a menace to the sport of the majority of hunters 
in this State, and I now call attention to the various objectionable 
methods of taking these animals that to my mind must be eliminated 
if we hope to continue rabbit hunting, and all these methods took alike 
to me, each one tending as much as the other to exterminate the rabbit, 
and the number of rabbits taken through the use of guns is nothing 
as compared with tlie number taken in other ways, and give the fol- 
lowing : 

Vermin, including the fox, the weasel, the skunk, the house-cat, 
the crow, hawks, and owls. 

Snares of various kinds, the box trap, and especially small steel 
traps set ostensibly for vermin or furbearing animals in the mouth of 
every woodchuck hole or other opening in the ground that can be 
found, and the shooting of rabbits through the use of automobile 
lights, which while forbidden, is still indulged in. 

It does not seem fair or reasonable to have the law specify that 
men may not take a rabbit they may actually need for food and then 
stand idly by and permit vermin to destroy the rabbit the man may 
not take. It does not seem just or leasonable to fix a short peviod 
when sportsmen may legally take rabbits thrcugih the use of guns and 
then stand idly by while men with traps of various makes and snr.res 
destroy the breeders that have escaped the various kinds of vermin, 
and it is surely not fair to permit the man who may happen to own or 
operate an automobile to clean up the breeders as he surely does 
through night shooting. These are all serious questions for rabbit 
hunters. 

CONDITIONS RELATIVE TO BLACKBIRDS. 

I also call your attention to the fact that many complaints have 
come to us during the past two years regarding the effect of the law 
giving protection to blackbirds except when caught in the act of 
committing certain specific depredations. These birds when they 
begin to flock about the middle of August do untold harm to corn 
in the milk, tearing open the end of the ear, thus admitting water 
and causing the whole ear to sour. Again, where these birds congre- 
gate as they do to rooSt, in towns, parks, churchyards, etc., they 
through their droppings make it, to say the least, unwise to go near 
them, and I believe the harm they do in these several ways fully 
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equals, if it does not exceed, the good they ma; do throa^ the de- 
Kliiu-ti(in of insects. I know from exi^eiience that the purple grackle 
u almoBt as great a destroyer of eggs and young of email birds as is 
the orow, and something should be done to remedy these conditions. 
People should be given the right to protect their person and tbeir 
property without incurring possible prosecution. 

CONDITIONS RELATIVE TO USUALLY UNPROTflOTED BIRDS 
AND ANIUALB. 

The purpose of the close season is to give game of various kinds 
rest and peace during that time; law-abiding citizens obey these 
{irovisiong, while those disposed to do as they please, under the guise 
of hunting for some bird or animal not protected, go into the woods 
and frequently kill such game as they find, especially before the 
season opens. I believe, theiefore, it would be well to declare the 
month of October closed to all hunting in this State, through this 
action taking from would-be violators all reason for being in the 
woods at that time. 

DEER AND BEAR KILLED. 

According to reports received I feet certain that at least one 
thousand (1,000) legal bucks were killed in Pennsylvania during the 
seawon jn«t jiiint, and tluit Ilifie we:e about twelve (12) illegal bucks, 
or baby deer, killed with horns less than two Inches above the hair, 
with fifty-tUrw (531 does lejiorted killed. 

Accoiding to reports r<.'(«'ive<l to date theie were at least three 
InindrtHl and seventy one (371 1 Itear killnj in Pennsylvania during the 
season just closed. 

ACCIDENTS. 

1 rt'grpt to sjiy that I have reports of thirty-one (31 1 men killed and 
ninety five (AS) men wounded in hunting accidents in Pennsylvania 
during the past season. Only one man is reputed to have been killed 
in mistake for a deer, and under the present law controlling the 
killing of deer I cannot understand how such accident could occur. 

SUMMARY. 

To summarize, game in Pennsylvania, with the exception of quail, 
feeitis (o hiivt* dtine well during the past year. 

The deer released in the several counties that have been closed 
to the hunting of deer appear to be doing well. 
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The effort to raise game in captivity in various sections opou what 
are known as Qame Farms does not appear to have been rewarded 
by the desired or expected measure of success, and it seems to me 
that our method of raising game in its wild state upon sanctuaries 
whereon additional protection is accorded through the extermination 
of vermin and in other ways is the true solution of this problem, and 
our preHerves of this character should be increased. 

I believe that for various reasons that hunting is a ^National ne- 
cessity, that because this is so it is the du^ of the State to supply 
to the fullest extent possible lands whereon men may hunt without 
running up against trespass notices, and also to supply game of 
various Idnds to be hunted. 

I believe it is the duty of the State to bring hunting as near to the 
borne of the sportsmen as is possibla How this is to be accomplished 
is an open question. 

I believe our laws relative to hunting should be fair and reasonable 
and uniform, and that sentiment should not be given undue considera- 
tion in mattei-s of this kind, 

I believe that sportsmen are better fitted to draft game laws than 
are scientists, or any other class of men. Spoitsmen in Pennsylvania 
to-day are not paupers; they are supplying the money through which 
protection is given not only to .game, but also to song and insectivor- 
ous birds, and the sportsmen's ideas should be given consideration 
in matters of this character. 

I believe it would be well to amend our bounty laws by striking 
out the names of various birds for the killing of which a reward is 
now offered, and also to place the issue of certificates for boun^ in 
the hands of some one qualified to determine beyond doubt the species 
of animal upon which bounty is claimed. This duty could well be 
placed in the hands of our paid Qame Protectors, if that force was 
increased to fifty men as I suggest. Men attempting to secure boun- 
ties through fraud would be caught and punished, many dollars now 
wasted would be properly applied, the individual destroying vermin 
would receive the full reward intended by those drafting the boui'ty 
law and would be greatly encouraged to continue his good work. It 
seems to me but little hardship would be imposed by this method on 
claimants for the bounty. 

I believe much small game, especially rabbits, would be saved if 
the placing of steel traps and box traps were in some way restricted. 

I feel that individuals and communities Bhould be given the right 
to remove blackbirds when for any cause they become a nuisance. 

A speedy appropriation is imperative if we hope to either feed our 
game during coming snows or to purchase game before it is too late 
to reap benefits of increase from such game for this year. 

Coo<^lc 



You will notice from aa ioapectioD of the duancial statement below 
that we have in all things and at all times worked within the pre- 
scribed limits of our appropriation and have made return to the State 
through fines and penalties of a targe portion of the monef s allotted 
to our use during the past year. 

THIKI> QUAKTEK, DEC. 1ST, 1913, TO FEB. 28TH, 1914. 
DB. 

To balance from last quarter, $3,666 89 

To warrant on appropriation, 4,375 00 

To penalties and fees collected, 2,820 23 

To proceeds of guna sold, 8 26 

To proceeds of taxidermists' licenses, . . 26 00 
To proceeds of propagating licenses and 

tags, 2 10 

To proceeds of ordinary license, 1 00 

To proceeds of special license^ 1 00 

To proceeds of non-resident hunting li- 
censes, 9 75 110,909 22 



OB. 

By expense for quarter, $6,786 06 

By deposits in State Treasury, 2,868 33 8,661 3d 

Balance, |2,254 83 



FOUKTH QUARTER, MAR. 1ST TO MAY 318T, 1914. 

DB. 

To balance from last quarter, f2,254 83 

To warrant on appropriation, 4,375 00 

To penalties and coats collected, 1,426 94 

To proceeds of guns sold, 17 75 

To proceeds of taxidermists' licenses, . . 17 00 

To proceeds of propagating licenses, 4 00 

To proceeds of special licenses, 2 00 

To proceeds of ordinary licenses, 2 00 

To salary advanced and returned, 75 00 |S,174 { 



Goot^lc 



21 
OR 

By expeoseB for quarter, $5^99 09 

By deposita in State Treasury, 1,469 69 



Balance, , 



FIRST QUARTER, SECOND YEAR, JUNE 1ST TO AUG. 31ST, 
1914. 
DR. 

To balance from last quarter, $1,305 74 

To warrant on appropriation, 4,375 00 

To«ilary advanced and returned, 75 00 

To penalties and costs collected, 1,748 04 

To proceeds of guna sold 54 50 

To proceeds of taxidermist licenses, 15 00 

To proceeds of propagating; licenses, 5 00 

To proceeds of special licenses, 2 00 

To proceeds of ordinary license, ' 1 00 f 7,581 28 



By expenses during quarter, |3,683 82 

By deposits in State Treasury, 1,805 64 5,489 36 

Balance, f2,091 92 



SECOND QUARTER, SECOND YEAR, SEPT. 1ST TO NOV. 30TH, 
1914. 

DR. 

To balance from last quarter, $2,091 92 

To warrant on appropriation, 4,375 00 

To penalties and costs collected 2,056 80 

To proceeds of guns sold, 118 00 

To proceeds of taxidermist certificate, . . 132 00 

To proceeds of propagating licenses, 5 00 

To proceeds of special license, 1 00 f8,779 72 



. Goot^ Ic 
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OR. 



By deposits in State Treasury, f2,312 80 

By expenses during quarter, 4,854 82 7,167 €& 

Balance, $1,612 10 



PBESEBYB FUND ACCOUNT. 

THIRD QUARTER, DEC. let, 1913, TO FEB. 28TH, 1914. 

DR. 

To balance from last quarter, f678 06 

To warrant on appropriation, 1,875 00 J2,B53 < 



OB. 

By expenses during quarter, 91,385 97 1,386 97 

Balance, |1,167 09 



FOURTH QUARTER, MAR. 1ST TO MAY 31ST, 1914. 

DR. 

By expenses advanced and returned flOO 00 

By balance from last quarter, 1,167 09 |1,267 09 



OB. j 

By expenses during quarter, f 1,094 34 1,094 34 

Balance |173 7& 



D.qit.zeaOvGoO<:^lc 



FIRST QUARTER, SECOND YEAR, JDNE 1ST TO AUG. 318T, 
1914. 

DR. 

To balance from last quarter, f 173 75 

To warrant on appropriation, 1,875 00 |2,048 75 



CR. 

Bj expenses daring quarter, $1,369 26 1,369 25 

Balance, $679 50 



SECOND QUARTER, SECOND YEAR, SEPT. IST TO NOV. 30TH, 
1914. 

DR. 

To balance from last quarter, $679 60 

To warrant on appropriation, 1,875 00 $2,664 50 



OR. 

By expenses during quarter, $1,708 89 1,708 89 

Balance, $845 61 



Respectfully submitted, 

JOSEPH KALBFUS, 
Secretary. 
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REPORT OF THE BOARD OF GAME COIHISSIONERS 



Harrisburg, Pa., January 6th, 1916. 
To His Excellency, Martin G. Brumbaugh, Governor of PennBylyania : 
Sir: As required by Act of Assembly, we, the undersigned members 
of the Board of Game Commissioners for the State of Pennsylvania, 
herewith make report of the work done under our direction during 
the year 1915, and of conditions as we find them, together with the 
reasons for such conditions. The cooclusions arrived at and herein 
leported are based upon reports received from many directions 
throughout the Commonwealth, from the report of our Secretary to 
us, a copy of which is herewith attached, and from personal obser- 
vation. 

STATUS OF GAME. 
Game-birds, such as wild turkeys, ruffed grouse and quail, together 
with rabbits and squirrels, appear to have been plentiful in certain 
sections of the State, while in other sections wherein these birds and 
animals heretofore have been found in reasonable numbers, they 
appear to be scarce or very much diminished, these conditions con- 
sidered together satisfying us that neither game-birds, excepting 
turkeys, the increasp of these birds being directly attributable to the 
closed season of two years and the better protection accorded through 
additional Sanctuaries and the increase of our force of paid Game 
Protectors, nor the smaller game animals, except squirrels, which is 
due to the later open season for these animals, have perceptibly in- 
creased during the past year and are now in the condition where if 
they are to be preserved from absolute extinction, changes in our 
present laws should be made. You understand fully that when any 
species of game-birds or animals become from any cause reduced in 
numbers beyond a certain reasonable number, according to the terri- 
tory in which they may be found, it is exceedingly hard for than, be- 
cause of severe winters and consequent starvation, heavy rains in the 
springtime, forest 6res, their many natural enemies, and men with 
guns, etc., to recuperate; when you know that we have more than four 
hundred thousand (iOO.OOO hunters annually in this Commonwealth, 
when we consider the improved fire-arms in use, expert marksmanship 
acquired through practice at the traps, and the means of rapid transit 
as provided by automobiles ami good roads, we are led to wonder 
(3) 



how game birds of any kind can exist, much less increase, and we 
firmly believe that none will exist for any lengthy period if oar pre- 
sent six-weeks' open season for birds is not shortened. 

We feel that because of reduced numbers in the ranks of oar game- 
birds and animals, and the increased number of hunters, the day has 
passed when game of any species can be considered as a fixed source 
of food supply for any class of onr people, either those who may 
reside on the borders of our wild land where game may be easily 
taken, or those residing in other parts of the State where heretofore 
game has been secured through the markets. 

GAME BANCTUARIES. 

For your information we desire to say that in our opinion the 
Game Sactuary such as we have created and maintained in this 
State, is the most important, if not the only method, through which 
game may be maintained and increased in this or any other Common- 
wealth. 

We feel that game as an incentive to outdoor exercise and recrea- 
tion should be maintained and that as far as possible this game 
should be brought as near the home of the laboring man as is possible, 
and with this end in view, we are establishing, wherever possible, 
either upon State lands, or by lease upon private lands, as is permitted 
by taw, such Game Preserves or Sanctuaries, wherein game may find 
peace and safety and because of this condition increase to the fullest 
extent and overflow onto adjoining lands, where it may be taken by 
the people under the provisions ^f law. These Preserve are not 
inclosed by an impassible barrier of any description, but instead are 
surrounded by a single wire stretched about waist high to a man, 
a fire line from which the brush has been cut, over which our oflBcer 
travels, and from which fires may be met and extinguished, and a 
line of notices printed on cloth and conspicuously posted, calling 
the attention of the one who reads to the purpose for which the 
Sanctuary was created, asking him to keep out and to help us to 
keep others from trespassing on said land, the three together, the 
fire line, the wire and the posters being simply notices to men and in 
no way interfering with the going or coming of game of any kind, 
or with the taking of game outside the wire in open season. 

An experience of years satisfies us that the Game Sanctuary as 
created in Pennsylvania and tested during the past ten years is the 
true and only solution of the game proposition, and with this thought 
in mind we are doing all in our power to not only create public 
Sanctuaries, but also to encourage private Game Preserves, throng 
which not only a supply of large game such as elk and deer may be 



supplied to the owner of such preserve aud their friends, but also 
to many others through the agency of the markets, in this way reduc- 
ing the demand for wild game, and in addition providing in this 
way a refuge in addition to the public Sanctuary, in which wild 
birds of all descriptions, because of the eztermination of vermin in 
such places, may hatch and raise their broods in peace and safely, 
and overflow into surrounding territory, game birds to the benefit 
of those who may hunt, song and insectivorous birds through their 
life-work to the benefit of all the people. 

Immediately upon the creation of our first Sanctuaries in 1905 they 
were stocked with game of various kinds, especially deer and wild 
turkeys, and several of them later on with elk and fox squirrels. 
Vermin of various kinds, wild cats, foxes, weasels, certain hawks 
and owls, and crows, were systematically destroyed, with the result 
that a most decided and marked increase of game and wild birds 
has been secured in these places. The big buck as well as the littie 
buck is safe inside these wires; animals of various kinds appear to 
realize what the wire means to them and many reports come to us 
of where deer or bear, started three or four or even six miles from 
one of these havens of refuge, rush straight away for the protected 
area. 

These Pi-eserves are under the care of a keeper daring the entire 
year. This keeper resides near the line outside the wire, and it is his 
duty to look out for and extinguish forest fires, not only inside 
the preserve, but also in that neighborhood; he traps and destroys 
vermin, feeds the game when because of deep snows such action is 
necessary, investigates violations of the law that may come to his 
attention either by observation or through report, makes arrests and 
makes a monthly report under oath to the office at Earrisburg of 
all work done. During the open season for deer the keepers of the 
preserves are assisted in their work of guarding the preserve by 
the regular paid protectors from various parts of the State where 
deer are not found, detailed for that work by the office, three or more 
men teing located in various camps around each preserve. We have 
also received for the past several years valuable help from the State 
Police in this matter, details of men being given us whenever that 
was possible. 

We at this time have fourteen Game Preserves in Poinsylvania. 
Eight of these preserves have been established within the last year. 
These preserves are located as follows: The first one in the sontb- 
eastem portion of Clinton County; the second one in the North- 
western portion of Clearfield County ; the third in the South- 
eastern portion of Franklin Ooflnty; the fourth In the South- 
western portion Of Pen^ County ; the fifth- In the southeastern- part 
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of Westmoreland County; the sixth in the eastern part of Centre 
County; the seventh in the southeastern portion of Potter County; 
the eigfath in the eastern portion of Lycoming CoiiDty; the ninth in 
the northeastern part of Huntingdon County; the tenth is located in 
the Northern part of Carbon County; the Seventh in the Bonthem 
part of Lackawanna County ; the twelfth in the southwestern portion 
of Bradford County ; the thirteenth in the southern part of Sullivan 
County, and the fourteenth in the northwestern part of Cameron 
County. All of these Game Sanctuaries, except those in Carbon, 
Bradford, Sullivan - and Cameron Counties, are located on State 
Forestry Lands, the remaining four being located on leased lands, 
leased under the provisions of the Act of April 9th,. 1915. 

WILD BIRD PROTECTION. 
We recognize the fact that while the presence of game is a matter 
of great importance, because of the benefit that comes through the 
manipulation of guns, the benefit of recreation, the experience secured 
through tramping and camping, the information of a general char- 
acter derived through the intermingling of sportsmen with the people 
of various locations in the State, vre also consider that the value of 
tlie life-work of our birds of all species is of a still greater value 
and that these several interests joined together create a subject 
of interest second to none in the Commonwealth, and our officers 
are directed to enforce the law relating to birds other than game-foirds, 
m the same manner as they enforce tbe law relating to game of any 
character, in a reasonable and fair manner, always considering the 
spirit and intent of the law, and we believe this is being done in a 
manner that is not only creditable to our protectors, but that is 
also, through an increase of our song and insectivorous birds, resnlt- 
ing in great benefit to tbe Commonwealth. 

RESTOCKING. 
Because of the reckless and wasteful manner in which the game 
of the various States of this nation was being destroyed, especially 
by meu hunting for the markets, it years ago became evident to 
every one who chose to investigate, that unless something was at 
once done to stop such wasteful killing, there would soon be no game 
to kill. Migratory birds were followed up and down the continent, 
just as the buifalo and wild pigeon were followed by meu killing 
for the market; native birds were shot wherever found and sold 
by both the traveling and the resident market hunter, and the various 
States of this Union were driven into the enactment of laws tending 
to protect their game. Among these is that law forbidding the ship- 



ment of game, except in limited numbers and under certain restric- 
tions, out of any State. The National Uovernment to aid the States in 
this matter passed a law known as the Lacey Law, requiring those 
who shipped game from one State to another to so mark the package, 
that its contents could be readily determined from an outside inspec- 
tion of the package. Later on an act was passed by Congress giving 
to the Department of Agriculture the right and power to make rules 
and, regulations coutrolliag the killing of migratory birds, either 
game or otherwise, fixing the season when migratory birds might 
be killed, or to say that such birds should not be killed at all, if sucb 
action, in the minds of those having the matter in charge, appeared 
necessary, so that today it is impossible to get birds, such as wild 
turkeys, or ruSed grouse, or quail, known as non-migratory birds, 
from any State in this Union even for propagating purposes. 

By reason of numerous reports coming to us from various direc- 
tions in this Commonwealth, we became satisfied that unless our stock 
of quail could be replenished from outside the State, it would be 
necessary to declare a close season for a term of years on quail, 
with the result of such closing quite questionable, as we know that 
up to this time but few people other than sportsmen ever do much 
in the line of feeding starving qnail, and considered that if the 
interest of sportsmen in these birds was taken through a close season, 
when the snows came there would be no friend to carry grain to them, 
and many if not all wonld die. In the hope of avoiding this test 
of a close season we cast about for quail outside the United States, 
and discovered that many quaU were found in Mexico, some of them 
living at an altitude about as in Pennsylvania, with temperature 
nearly as cold. We imported a few of these birds one year ago, and 
released same where we could note their action. We found their 
increase equal that of our native quail, that they were hardy and 
able to withstand our climate, and that they were not migratory, 
and decided to secure, if possible, ten or more thousand of these 
quail and to secure the very best results decided to send an agent 
direct to Tampico, Mexico. We were warned by the National Govern- 
ment to look out for disease, that if once introduced might destroy 
our few native birds, and have been careful in this respect, keeping 
in touch with the Department of Animal Industry at Washginton 
and with our own State Veterinarian Department. We have received 
one shipment of quail from Mexico; quite a number of these birds 
died quickly after their arrival here, these birds were sent \o Wth 
Washington and to our State Veterinarian, and from both came the 
report that lesions found in the intestines and livers of the birds 
examined indicate the presence of the dread disease "Coccidiosis", 
and we greatly fear that our best endeavor in this direction is doomed. 



to defeat, aad are reportlog to you at length so that yoa ma;f fully 
underatand what we hare tried to do and if we fail, know why we 
have failed. 

Quite 800U after the creation of the Game Commission in 1895, 
it was discovered that deer and bear were fast disappearing in 
Pennsylvania, and that elk once found plentiful were absolutely 
extinct in a wild state, and an effort was directed to the secur- 
ing of legislation that would give these game animals a chance, and 
taws were passed forbidding the ase of dogs in hunting deer, the 
killing of deer in the water, the killing of deer through the use of 
buckshot. A law was passed making it unlawful for any one man to 
kill more than one deer in one season, this one deer being in every 
instance a male deer with antlers visible above the hair. It is a 
well-known fact that deer reach the age of puber^ and are able at 
about fifteen months to procreate, and the law passed by the last 
Legislature and signed by Your Excellency, fixing the open season 
for deer during the first two weeks of December, was intended, in addi- 
tion to the protection accorded men by the absence of leaves, to give 
the male deer the chance to accomplish the full purpose of nature in 
serving docs, before he was exposed to the fire of the rifiemen. The 
rutting seaHou for deer in this State begins about the time of the 
light of the moon in October and continues to the Ist of December, and 
~ the buck killed in December has surely left progeny behind. 

Just as soon as our laws were right, and our deer could not 
be legally killed during the first fail of the year in which they 
were introduced and we had money to use for this purpose, we 
began the creation of Sanctuaries as described elsewhere in this 
Report, and started to purchase deer from States that would permit 
their shipment. During the winter of 1906-7 we stocked the preserves 
in Franklin and Clearfield Counties with deer, placing about twenty- 
five in each ; in 1912 we brought fifty elk from the Yellowstone Part 
country and twenty- two from a private preserve in Pike County, Pa. ; 
the same year we purchased and released ninety-eight deer from a 
private preserve in Clearfield County. The deer released in 1913 
and in 1914 were placed in counties that have under the provisions 
of law been closed for a term of years. Th^ are increasing rapidly 
and when the close season is ended will provide good deer bunting 
in counties wherein no hunting has been enjoyed for fifty or more 
years. The elk introduced have increased fairly well, not as rapidly 
as the deer because the increase is usually one each year instead of 
two or more as is the case with deer. Our deer appear to be in- 
creasing rapidly in all parts of the State where deer are now found, 
and will continue to increase to the great benefit of the people, if 
given the opportunity. We have at least 8,000,000 acres of rough 



land in this State, well adapted to the raisiDg of deer and we see 
no reaaon why deer should not be released in such localitieB, and 
with that idea in view expect to bring into PennBylvania and release 
at least one thousand (1,000) deer and seventy-five (75) or more 
elk thin Spring. 

RING-NECK PHEASANTS. 
In the matter of our effort to try out the Bing-neck pheasant in 
this State, we desire to make report that the birds secured, about 
one thousand in number, were released last Spring in various places 
in the southern and central counties, where we believed they would 
receive care and attention at the hands of men, where there would 
be as little snow as possible and where they would be as free from 
attacks by vermin as they could be anywhere in the State. The 
birds were placed under the control of sportsmen, who promised to 
care for them and make report to us of conditions as the year pro- 
gressed. We are now receiving many letters regarding the increase 
of these birds, and the reports are quite gratifying, many covies con- 
taining from four to twelve young birds in each covey having been 
seen. In some sections the birds released last Spring have apparently 
deserted that locality. From other sections in which no birds were 
released the presence of Eing-neck pheasants are reported. Some 
of the .old birds released were killed quickly in various ways, some 
by dogs, some by farm machinery, while the reaper, the mower, and 
the hay-rake destroyed many nests; many were lost in other ways, 
still the reports now being received indicate that there has been a de- 
cided increase and that we have several thousands of these birds in this 
State at this time. Our reports show that fully six hundred (600) 
of these birds were killed legally by hunters during the open season 
just passed. Prom data collected regarding the feeding and roosting 
habits of Ring-neck pheasants, we are satisfied they are strictly 
ground feeders and not "budders", as are our ruffed grouse and 
turkeys, and that they must starve when the deep snows come, un- 
less they are artificially fed and cared for by men, and are not likely 
for these reasons to increase in a wild state. The presence of deep 
snows with sleet and ice for a continued period will settle the 
possibilities of these birds in this State, as they have in every other 
State, where snow and ice covers the ground for any lengthy period, 
still we believe that if the Ring-neck pheasant will multiply in this 
State during the summer time and mature birds can be secured from 
breeders at a reasonable price, say |2.00 or $2.50 per bird, it would 
be a display of good judgment to release a few thousand of these 
birds each spring, sportsmen being permitted to kill such birds as 
may be secnred, with their increase, each fall dnring the open 8 
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and repeatiDg this procedure edch year, fully uoderstandiDg that in no 
State in thie UnioD excepting Western Oregon have these birds become 
a part of the fauna of that State. If a pair of mature Biog-neck pheas- 
ants cost $5.00 and the increase was but eight young, ten birds would 
be provided for shooting purposes at a reasonable cost to the men 
who furuished the money for this very purpose; if more than eight 
young birds were produced by each hen, or some of the birds throngh 
feeding and special care were enabled to survive the winter, we 
would be just that much ahead. We are, therefore, disposed to re- 
lease more of these birds next Spring. 



DAMAGE TO TREES AND CROPS. 

During the past years various claims for damages sustained 
through the action of game of various kinds have been presented 
to the Game Commission for adjustment. Our Secretary reports to 
us that be has investigated wrongs of this kind as reported, and 
that while in some cases serious and undoubted harm has been done 
by wild creatures, iu the majority of cases but slight damage, if any, 
had been done, and suggests that some action be taken through which 
the one who really suffers from this cause may be paid in full for 
damages sustained. 

Experiences teaches us that it Is the disposition of many to at- 
tribute losses sustained to causes that will to the greatest extent re- 
lieve llie claimant of responsibility and to place that responsibility 
upon somebody from whom the greatest possible return may be ex- 
pected. An orchard is planted, the soil is not adapted to the tree 
planted, the trees are scalded by the sun in the west, borers are 
in the trunks, sometimes the trees stand in water for months at 
a time, mice and rabbits get in their work, now and then the cattle 
get into the orchard and feed for a while on the succulent branches, 
many of the trees show they have been seriously scraped by the 
whifiletree of the plowman or cultivator, but these mean no^iing to 
the owner, because he alone is responsible; let a deer or even a deer 
track be seen in that orchard and the whole aspect changes, the 
entire orchard is ruined and the deer did it, they belong to the State 
and the Rtate must pay. The story gets into the newspaper and 
grows fvom day to day, when sometimes there is not one word of truth 
upon which to baRe it. A year or so ago a story of this kind was 
published, a certain fniit grower had suffered a loss, through the 
presence of deer in his orchard, that amounted to thousands of 
dollars and that if continued would certainly ruin the owner. In- 
vestigation was immediately started and a three hours' inspection 
of the orchard by one of our Game Protectors showed but one tree 
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seriouslj injured, the bark having been entirely rubbed off the trunk 
of a tree about two inches in diameter by a bock. Investigation 
in tlie neighborhood showed that the owner of the orchard, for rea- 
sons stated, was running behind in his business, that his bills were 
uot paid, that notes in the banks were renewed, that reasons for 
Hnch renewals were demanded, late frosts, blights, insect pests, etc., 
had served their turns, and now it was deer. 

From another direction came a claim for more than $1,000.00 dam- 
age done to an orchard by deer; the claim was itemized, each tree , 
cost a certain price, cultivation each year was worth so much, the 
tree at one year was worth a fixed sum, the second and third year 
the value increased, at a rate that would have placed a valuation of 
about 120.00 on the tree at five years. Two of our oflQcers visited 
the orchard and reported that while many of the trees in the orchard 
were dead, they were not killed by deer, that in their opinions soil 
and unfavorable location were to blame. Finally two of the trees 
were sent by the owner to Harrisburg, they were said to be in the 
third year after planting, neither was over thirty inches in height, the 
small twigs clear to the top of the main stem were intact and the buds 
were unbroken on many of them. We thought the trees were small for 
their reputed age, and wondei ed how the deer could have killed them 
without mutilating the branches. They were taken to an expert in 
the Department of Agriculture, who quickly said, "Winter killed", 
they were then taken to Prof. Surface, of the Agricultural Depart- 
ment, who looked them over and said, "Winter killed," The owner 
when written to regarding these facts was quite indignant, be said 
neither of the men who examined the trees knew his business, and 
we would pay or be advertised through certain agricultural news- 
papers. The bill was not paid. 

Grain is sown on springy land and freezes out, deer were seen in 
that field during the fall or early winter, when the ground was 
solidly frozen, when what they ate could not injure the crop, yet, 
the crop failed and the deer did it, the Btate must pay. A cabbage 
or garden patch is planted, a deeHs track and it might be a pig's 
track is seen in the garden; the work of the cut-worm, the green-leaf 
worm, various cabbage diseases, drought, everything else is forgotten, 
the deer did it and a bill is presented that aggr^ates more for 
every cabbage plant set out than would be needed to buy a like 
number of mature cabbage heads in the fall. 

A few beaver straggle into Pennsylvania from somewhere and start 
housekeeping, they cut a few trees to he used in their dam, not one 
of these exceed ten inches in diameter and are of the kind ordinarily 
found in that section, beech, birch, poplar, and none of extreme value. 
The trees cut by actual count numbered about twenty-one and 
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would not hare made two cords of wood, yet the damage claim pre- 
seated exceeded tbe price the owner paid for his whole farm. When 
attention was called to the small value of the trees destroyed, the 
claim was made that the value of the trees was but a part of the loss 
sustained, the greater part being damage done to the land by water 
from the dam built by the beaver, the land was so soaked with -water 
from this dam that crops could not be raised, this in the face of the 
fact that this dam was in a depre»ision, and that at no place did the 
surface of the water in that dam reach within eight feet of the surfatre 
of the surrounding land. These are but illustrations of claims pre- 
sented. Our rulings in these matters do not appear to be satisfactory, 
and we would suggest that a Board of three men specially authorized 
to adjust claims of this character be created, one from the Depart- 
ment of Agriculture, being an expert in his line, one from the 
Department of Forestry, thoroughly understanding trees and forestry, 
and one from the Game Commission, who shall understand the feed- 
ing habits of animals and birds, and their disposition to destroy; 
these men to serve without pay, who shall meet annually or semi- 
annually as the case may require, and whose finding shall be final 
in so far as the State is concerned. A special fund to pay these claims 
should also be provided. 

GAME PROTECTORS. 

We desire at this time to specially report the work accomplished 
through the increase of our field force, our Game Protectors, from 
twenty as heretofore, to fifty as at this time. Pennsylvania is a 
big State, containing in round numbers almost 28,800,000 acres, 
and it is hard for fifty men to cover this territory as it should be 
covered and as many of our people expect it to be covered. We have 
many people in this State who are interested in the work of game 
protection and many more who are helping in every way possible 
in the work of wild bird protection and they are noting what is done. 
Our men are expected to enforce our State laws relating to both 
these subjects everywhere and all the time; our officers are expected 
to work day and night from one month's end to the other, Sunday 
and every day. That they are active and enei^etic is shown from 
reports of organized sportsmen and individuals in various parts of 
the Commonwealth, but they cannot do all things, they are not omni- 
present. Sportsmen throngh the Resident Hunters' License are pay- 
ing the hills for both game and wild bird protection, and from many 
directions comes the demand that there be at least one Game Protec- 
tor for each county in the State, and especially is this necessary if 
our officerR are to assist in the enforcement of the Forestry and Fish 
T>awa of the Commonwealth, an well as the Game Laws, and we are 
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I>erfectly willing to have our nien as&ist in this work. The fact that 
an oflQcer ia known to be in certain territory hae its effect for good ; 
in addition to this an examination of our books wili show that many 
more violators were arrested laet year than during any prior year, 
simply because we bad moie men. Our records regarding those 
punished for bounty frauds show that this could not have been 
done with the force we had in 1914. Many cities of this Common- 
wealth have more men on their police force, covering but limited ter- 
ritory, than we have for the whole State, It ia just as hard to make 
good brick without straw today as it ever was in the world's history. 
The new Bounty Law has simply revolutionized matters in that direc- 
tion, and is stopping the unheard-of frauds of former years, and 
is saving many thousands of dollars. Our paid protectors are au- 
thorized to take affidavits relative to bounty claims, without charge 
to the claimant. They take the affidavit, examine aud mutilate the 
pelt presented, and give it back to the owner. The skin examined by 
a Game Protector in the field is not sent to Harrisburg, as is the 
case when the affidavit is made before a justice. The sportsmen 
in every county in this Commonwealth believe that as they are paying 
not only the bounties, but also the salary and expenses of the Game 
Protector, they are entitled to a Protector to not only protect and 
feed their game and wUd birds, but also to kill vermin and to protect' 
their bounty fund, at the same time making it as easy as possible 
for honest men to secure the bounty they are entitled to. 
Respectfully submitted, 

CHARLES B. PENROSE, President, 
WM, B. McCALEB, 
JOHN M. PHILLIPS, 
J. 8, SPEER, 
GEO. D. GIDEON. 
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Harrisburg, Pa., December 1st, 1915. 
To the Members of the Board of Game CommissioDers of Pennsyl- 
vania: 

Qentlemen : In looking over the data collected preparatory to mak- 
ing this Report to you, I cannot help feeling grateful that conditiona 
relative to our work are aa they are in this Commonwealth. I am sat- 
isfied these conditions will compare favorably with those found in 
any other State in this Union. I have but recently returned from a 
trip to California and adjoining States, and made it my business to 
inqure regardng game and wild bird conditions at evei'y place where 
opportunity afforded; I called at the headquarters of several State 
dame Commissioners; I visited gun stores located in cities where we 
stopped for a day or more; 1 talked with numbers of individuals 1 
met at the Expositions at San Francisco and at San Di^o, at the 
Grand Canyon, at Denver, and at Des Moines. During this trip I 
met men from more than half the States of this Union, especially 
w^tem and southern states, and from various provinces of Canada. 
I inquired first if the person addressed took any interest in hunting, 
or in game, or wild bird protection. If they were not interested, 1 
dropped the matter; if they expressed interest, I inquired what State, 
or country they had come from, and followed this by numerous ques- 
tions regarding our work, from all of which I feel satisfied that in 
Pennsylvania we have a greater variety of game than is found in 
most of our northern states, and in quantity equalling that found in 
almost any State, either northern or western, excepting in the matter 
of deer. I do not intend by this statement to have it understood that 
we have in this State an over-abundance of game, or more than we 
need, for I know this is far from correct, but I do believe we have 
stock enough to insure plenty of game, if given the care and protec- 
tion that should be given. When I said to some of these men in the 
West that we had thousands of wild turkeys in this Commonwealth, 
and that we last year killed in Pennsylvania more than four hundred 
and fifty (450) black bear, I am sure many of my hearers put me 
down as near relative of Annaniae. 

I was surprised to find that in so far as those with whom I talked 
were able to inform me r^arding efforts in their home states, Penn- 
sylvania stands head and shoulders above all states in her effort to 
protect song and insectivorous birds. When I spoke to game officials 
regarding this phase of our work, I was, in various places given to 
understand that the people of that particular state had not yet 
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readied the point, where the preservation of anything excepting game 
was given consideration. In several instances I was told it was hard 
enough to get laws passed protecting game, without adding protec- 
tion to small birds, and I thought, perhaps some of our states that 
claimed to be progressive and ahead of Pennsylvania in many ways, 
were wasting their strength by lifting on the short end of the lever. 
I told several that, while we in Pennsylvania considered hunting a 
National necessity, etc., we found that many of our people did not 
hunt and could not be persuaded to assist in securing laws giving 
protection to anything, without first being shown the necessity for 
such law; when they understood the value of that law to them, they 
were with us every time; when the farmer and others realized what 
the life-work of wild birds meant to them, they were ready to put 
their shoulders to the wheel and push for laws giving protection, 
not only to the bird in question, but to all birds, and to aid in the en- 
forcement of those laws relating to such birds. 

Investigation fails to show any State in this Union that has within 
its borders the number of hunters found in Pennsylvania (more than 
400,000), and I do not believe the hunters of any state secure more 
game (with the exception of deer in Maine, and quail and wild water 
fowl in southern states) than is taken in this State. If these state- 
ments are facts, it seems to me perfectly fair to assume, that we have 
in Pennsylvania as fine a game area as is found within the United 
States, and that with care and fair treatment oar game will unques- 
tionably increase to the benefit of all. 

When we consider the way in which our deer have increased in this 
State during the past ten years, without a close season, and the 
wonderful increase of our wild turkeys daring the past two years, 
with a close season, one mast be satisfied that the majority of our 
hunters are law-abiding and are willing to respect the enactments 
of our Legislature because it is the law. Some one will assert this 
is a joke and that does, for instance, the killing of which is prohibited, 
are still being killed, and this to a certain extent may be true, but 
we know that our deer are increasing; a condition that could not 
exist had protection not been accorded female deer. We know that 
sixty does, perhaps a hundred, were killed last season, but we also 
know that numbers of men have paid the penalty, in cash or imprison- 
ment, for their action, and others have been so closely pressed as 
to make them a little cautious in the future. When we consider 
that there were at least forty thousand (40,0001 men in' he woods 
last fall hunting with rifles, for deer, the killing of one hnndred does 
contrary to law, through excitement, accidentally, or maliciously, is 
not BO bad, bat instead shows that Pennsylvania hunters as a class 
are law-abiding, and that the organizations for game and wild bird 
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protection, for forestry and fish protectioo, that are being formed, 
hare their influence for good. This fact also satisfies me that the 
great majority of our people favor conservation aud have inched 
the point where th^ will not permit those who ma; feel disposed to 
violate our Game Law, to do as they please. 

The first of these associatioua, the Pennsylvania State Sportsmen's 
Association, is still on the firing line good and strong; the United 
Sportsmen, the Philadelphia Fish and Game Protective Association ; 
the Wild Life League, and other bodies are in position to do, and I am 
sure will do, splendid work in the years to come, if jealousies and bick- 
erings can be allayed. These organizations are composed of honest, 
earnest men, working for the benefit of all our people; they are not 
striving for profit to individuals, except in so far as that profit is de- 
rived through benefit to all our people. Yet, when this organization or 
that individual takes the initiatory step and calls a conference, or- 
dinary human nature shows itself and this individual, or that other 
organization, holds back, to the great injury of the cause all shoold 
be interested in. Experience teaches that no good can come from 
dividing forces, and this should not be, and as a method through 
which this condition could possibly be over come, I would suggest that 
it might be well for the Game Commission to call all sportsmen 
into conference, before the meeting of the next Legislature; join 
with them in that conference, considering game conditions in all 
parts of the State, discussing the correction of those conditions where 
they may be objectionable and all together standing by the concln- 
sions of that conference. I know that the Game Commission has, 
prior to this time, hesitated to do this, feeling that it was not 
their province to dictate the game laws, and this is perhaps trne, 
but action through such a conference would not be dictation and 
would preclude much misunderstanding. To illustrate: The Legis- 
lature of 1013 passed a law giving counties under certain conditions 
the right to close their territory to hunting for a period; the pur- 
pose was to stock such county and give it a chance to increase fairly 
before it was exposed to the gnnner. This idea did not originate 
with the Game Commission, but instead came from sportsmen who 
thought it entirely wrong for us to spend the sportsmens' money, say 
125.00 for a deer, or $8.00 for a wild turkey, to be killed the first 
year, still there are men claiming to be sportsmen who oppose this 
proposition, one gentleman from western Pennsylvania writing me 
that he intends to do all in his power to have this act repealed by 
our next Legislature. 

Acain, that feature of the act passed by our last L^slature for- 
bidding the sale of rabbits and squirrels Icilled in this CommotuBealth 
did not originate wiOi the Game Commission, but instead was sug- 
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gested in the first place by hunters who claimed that this or that 
farmer posted his lands and prevented hunters from going thereon, 
because he desired to kill the lubbit himself and to sell same in the 
niai-liet. At a conference held in Harrisbnig, called at the instance 
of the Wild Ufe League, this statement as above stated was made 
and discussed. In the consideration of the question, a delegate from 
Indiana County said he represented the farming interests of 
his county, and that they, the farmers, demanded the adoption of this 
feature, but for an entirely different reason from that before given. 
He said, "during the majority of the open season for game as it now 
stands in this Stae, our farmers are at work husking corn, etc., and 
preparing for winter; they have no time to hunt for anything, and 
when they do get an idle day, they find that the market hunter from 
town, or country, the man who won't help the farmer for any price 
at any time, has killed everything he can reach, and is living fat on 
the profits secured through the sale of game." Still another delegate 
said, "aside from, and in addition to these reasons, I do not think 
if fair to have the Game Commission spend our money, secured 
through the Resident Hunter's License, for rabbits and othe? game, 
and then have the farmer who does not contribute one cent to that 
fund, or any other person, sell that game for only a part of what it 
cost." The proposition to incorporate in the Oame Law a provision 
forbidding the sale of rabbits and squirrels in addition to turkeys, 
grouse, qnail, woodcock and deer, was adopted unanimously by 
that conference. The Game Commission had nothing to do with 
this measure either for or against it, yet your secretary was abused 
and bullyragged more than once because he refused to take a position 
against this feature. It seems to me that a conference called as 
before stated would to a great extent relieve this situation. 



GAME PRESERVES. 

The Game Preserves created under your direction on State lands 
have all been completed; fire lines have been cut out; the boundary 
wire is in position, and the notices duly posted, and each one is pre- 
pared for stocking. 

The preserves on private lands leased by the Commission are each 
one also in good shape; fire lines are cut; the wires and notices are 
in position, the only trouble with this class of preserves being that 
the owners of said lands in the majority of cases have refused, as 
suggested by you, to fix a price at this time for which the State 
might purchase said lands at any time during the term of our lease. 
One of the principal reasons for this action upon the part of the 
land owner is, that they suspect the presence of coal, or fire-clay, or 
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other miserals of value and do not care to fix a price for their lands 
until same have been explored to their satisfaction. 

Closing of counties to the killing of game of various kinds for a 
period, I believe to be the only method through which game of 
various kinds can be reestablished in some parts of this State, es- 
pecially is this the case where certain species, either birds or animals, 
have been exterminated and where the return of such creatures is 
entirely dependent upon the introduction of game from other terri- 
tory. Some objection has been made to this method of game increase, 
aud for varioas reasons, among them being the claim that when a 
county is closed to certain game, there will be a decrease of revenue 
during that period from the Resident Hunter's License applicants 
who might be disposed to hunt for that particular species of game 
for the killing of which the .county is closed, and this very likely 
is true. The same condition would exist were the same kind of game 
to become extremely scarce or to become entirely extinct. Under 
either of these last named conditions, the reduction in income would 
become perpetual, while under the closing system the revenue would 
be uni^ubtedly increased at the end of the term. Another objection 
comes from individuals living in counties adjoining the closed county, 
who complain that during such closed period the residents of sUcb 
counties come into their counties for game, in this way crowding 
hunters into a limited territory, those finding fault forgetting that 
if game in the closed county is increased the residents of that county, 
when the close season has terminated, will not be compelled to go 
into other territory, while if it is not closed and game be given 
a chance to increase, the time will soon come when there will be no 
game in either county. 

Pennsylvania is among the few states, if not the only State, in 
this Union that has increased ber deer and other game without de- 
claring a close*season for the entire State. Through our Sanctuary 
system game of various kinds will not only be perpetuated, but will 
undoubtedly be increased. The big buck, as well as the spike horn, 
the wild turkey, the rufifed grouse, squirrels, etc., will therein find 
safety, and because of the peace thus guaranteed will increase to 
the limit. The closing of a county for a term of years means the 
same thing for that period, and each one of the counties closed under 
our law should have established within their borders a permanent 
Sanctuary before the present close season is ended. 

FOREST FIRES. 

From observation extending through many years, I am satisfied 

more harm is done to the cause of game and wild bird increase by 

forest fires, than is done in any other way, and especially by early 



Bpring fires, when our birds are Desting, or at a later period, wheii 
the young of both animals and birds are helpless. Aside from this, 
the destruction by fires of the growing trees and shrubs and vines, 
through which a food supply for wild creatures is produced, is a 
most serious proposition and some radical step should be taken to 
have our people, not only sportsmen, but all our citizens, understand 
that each individual will be held responsible for the damage done 
by forest fires in his district. Sportsmen should see to it that every 
possible aid be given our Department of Forestry in the care of lands 
nnder its control. The man who either wilfully or negligently starts 
a forest fire should be made to understand that be is not specially 
injnring the Department of Forestry, but instead is destroying some- 
thing that belongs to all the people, that when gone can perhaps 
never be replaced. Such people are undoubtedly criminals and public 
enemies, and every sportsmen in this State should constitute himself 
a committee of one to see to it that such criminals are placed behind 
the bars, where they belong. When we consider the loss sustained 
and the vast injury done by forest fires, it seems to me the expense 
of keeping in prison tbe men who start these fires is but a small item 
as compared with the possible loss that may come through their 
being at large. 

SHOOTING AFTER SUNSET AND BEFORE SUNRISE. 

One law of this State at this time forbids the shooting of wild water 
fowl before sunrise of any day; another act provides that game birds 
shall not be killed during the night time, and defines "night time" 
to mean that time extending from one hour after sunset to one hour 
before snnrise the following morning. It seems to me, if we hope to 
preserve some of our moat valuable game birds, wild turkey and ruffed 
grouse, that this act relating to non-migratory birds should be 
amended, so that no one might shoot at, or kill our native game birds, 
of any kind during that time extending from sunset of one day to 
sunrise of the day following. I am sure that thousands of our ruflfed 
grouse are killed on grape vines, or hawthorn, or black-haw, or other 
food-producing trees, between sundown and dark, when they go to 
snch places for food, and I am also satisfied that hundred, I might 
say thousands, of our wild turkeys, many of them young and not able 
to care for themselves, are annually killed while on the roost between 
daylight and sunup, frequently by men who call themselves sportsmen. 
To my mind, the one who shoots a hungry bird seeking food at even- 
tide, after it has been harassed and driyen all day long, or the one 
who shoots a baby bird in the early morning on its roost, is not the 



kind of a man I would like to trust in a time of danger or to tie 
to in adversity, still we have such men, hundreds of them, who can 
be controlled only by the strong arm of the law, I fully understand 
that we are trying to increase game ao that it may be taken by 
sportsmen, and not simply to be looked at, but I also know that if 
we permit our game to be destroyed in an unreasonable or wasteful 
manner, our entire effort will have been in vain and we will shortly 
have no game for any purpose. 

CHANGE OF SEASON. 

I believe, too, that the season for game birds in this State should 
not extend beyond four weeks. With the number of hunters (400,000) 
annually in the woods, improved fire-arms, expert marksmanship, 
and the especially rapid transit supplied through the use of auto- 
mobiles, I am satisfied our birds such as the wild turkey and quail 
and grouse cannot stand a longer season. I recognize the force of 
the claims made especially in the counties in the northern half of 
our Commonwealth, that unless they get a chance at the woodcock 
before November Ist, th^ will get no chance at all, as these birds 
will have migrated before that time, but can see no good reason why 
our turk^s and grouse and quail and squirrels should be sacrificed 
through an early open season, because we happen to have a few 
woodcock in this State. It seems to me it would be far better and 
in accord with good business judgment, to say that wild turkeys and 
quail and squirrels might be killed during the month of November 
only; that woodcock could be killed from the 15th of October to the 
1st of December, and that rabbits conld be killed from the Ist of 
November to the 1st of January. Babbits increase rapidly and can 
well stand a two month season. A uniform season would be all right if 
it could be arranged with justice to our game as well as to the people 
of the several sections of our State, and in a manner that will perpet- 
uate our game. I am satisfied that not one-half the turkeys or quail or 
squirrels would be killed contrary to law by woodcock hunters in 
October, or by those who might be hunting rabbits in December, 
that are killed under the present law in October, This is a serious 
question that must be considered sometime, and that should be ad- 
justed now, before it is too late. 

If we could buy wild turkeys or quail at a reasonable figure and 
in numbers sufficient to mean anything, our present law might be 
all right, but up to this time we have been unable to secure these game 
birds as we would like to do. Onr effort in this direction made last 
year resnlted in securing two hundred (200) quail from Mexico, and 
no turkeys from anywhere. One philanthropist from Virginia wrote 
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me that he had a pair of turkeys, a male and female, that he would 
aell cheap. When I wrote for prices, he said (30.00 for the Tom and 
$2^.00 for the hen, or foO.OO for the pair. We did not get these 
birdB. 

After a careful Burvej of the market, the limited places from which 
either turkeys or quail can be secured on this Continent, we decided 
to Bend an agent direct to Mexico, first having arranged with the 
Biological Survey at Washington to admit our birds into the United 
States, if we secured any. That agent is now in Tampico and informs 
us that he in all probability wUl be able to secure several thousand 
quail in that section. These birds will come from an altitude similar 
to that of Pennsylvania, about five hundred (500) feet above sea 
level. 

The two hundred quail we brought from thiB same locality last 
winter were realsed upon protected areas in variouB Bections as 
soon as possible in the Spring. Reports show that these quail raised 
nice coveys, and that at this writing the birds are still with us and 
show no inclination to migrate. 

We have arranged with our several ofBcerB to receive and care for 
during the winter such birds as may be secured, each one having 
a limited number of quail under hiB control. We consider that 
by keeping these quail in this way a few in a place, there will not 
be near the danger from disease that might come were the birds 
held in larger numbers in any one place. 

We have our plans laid for securing deer, both White-tail and 
Fallow deer, and hope to secure at least one thousand White-tail and 
perhaps one hundred and fifty or two hundred Fallow deer, the Fallow 
deer to be placed in those counties that have no deer at this time, 
and tjiat have been closed to deer hunting for a period. 

USE OF MONEY RECEIVED FROM RESIDENT HCNTEE'S 
LICENSES. 

There seems to be a disposition upon the part of some of our 
hunters to divert some of the money realized tbrongh the Resident 
Hunter's License Act to purposes not only, not considered by that 
act, but that are directly contrary to the statements and promises 
made by those who favored and supported that act. As yon will no 
doubt remember, when this bill was first introduced in our Legis- 
lature, there were many who claimed the purpose was not to raise 
money to benefit hunters, but instead, was intended as the entering 
wedge through which poor men were to be driven from the hunting 
field; that while the fee (fl.OO) was reasonable at this time, it would 
soon be raised to JB.OO or |10.00 or fSO.OO, and the laboring man be 



eliminated. Many otliers said, "we are perfectly satisfied to pay this 
dollar annually if the money is applied to onr use, but we know it 
will be used for other purposes," and the promise was repeatedly 
given that not one dollar of this money should be applied to any 
purpose excepting the payment of bounties for the killing of animals 
considered destructive to game, and to the work of game protection 
and increase, the purchase of game and the feeding of game during 
winters. Because of these declarations, enough votes were secured 
In the Legislature to pass this bill and the return therefrom has been 
simply phenominal. At least 300,000 hunters during 1913 and the 
same number in 1914 paid their dollar into this fund, thereby giving 
to the Game Commission a something they never possessed before— 
the means to do that for which they were created, to do something 
that will benefit and satisfy the men who have put their dollar into 
this fund. 

It is with deep regret that I am now compelled to say to you 
that an effort is being made to do the very thing the supporters of 
the Resident Hunter's License bill promised should not be done; 
namely, to divert a part of the money secured through this measure 
to purposes not contemplated by this act Some of the men who 
were the loudest in their declarations that this should not be done, 
are now leading in the effort to violate their pledges. They claim 
that the revenue secured through this measure is so far ahead of 
expectations that they are sure the money cannot be judiciously used 
for the purposes named in the act, and that, therefore, a part — 
one-third- — they say, shall he applied to the purchase of lands for 
public use, pirnics, etc. Just who has this land to sell, or where it 
may be located, has not yet developed, but certainly, because of con- 
ditions, it must be in some place where it cannot be used by all the 
hunters whose money may be applied to this purpose, and it seems 
to me that this proposition, aside from the question of honor and 
integrity involved in such action, has not been well considered. I 
nra confident the hunters of Chester or Montgomery or Westmoreland 
Counties, or of any other county in the Commonwealth, will not be 
satisfied to have their money used to buy lands in Lackawanna or 
Union or Lycoming, or in any other place far from their home. It 
was distinctly promised that every dollar of this money should be 
applied to the benefit of sportsmen, to the end that game in quantity 
be brought as near the home of the laboring man as possible. If too 
much money is secured through this Resident Hunter's License Act. 
it seems to me it would be a display of good judgment and would i^uit 
the majority of hunters better to reduce the license fee to fifty cents, 
instead of applying any part of that fee, as now collected, to the , 
purchase of lands, or to any other purpose not clearly declared by j 
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the act. If this proposition is agreed to, then indeed has the wedge 
been introduced and our mone; can well be applied to good roads or 
hospitals, or to any other purposes. 

KILLING OP MEN. 

During the session of the last Legislature a bill was introduced 
by Prof. Dell, Member of the House from Huntingdon Couq^, making 
it a special offense to shoot at or kill a human being in mistake 
for game of any kind. This bill was referred to the Judiciary Special 
Committee of the House, and was laughed out of Committee, the 
gentlemen composing that body apparently not understanding the 
true situation and considering the matter a joke. To my mind, human 
beings are as surely entitled to protection from injury at the hands 
of reckless men with guns, as is any species of game or wild birds. 
An accident is one thing and a mistake is another thing. I may shoot 
at a deer, or other game, and kill or wound a man unseen to me, tiiat 
would be an accident. This is a matter hard to control and might 
be excused, but if, either with or without care, I shoot at what I think 
is a deer or other game, and afterwards tind the object shot at or 
killed was not game, but instead, was a man, that is not an accident. 
Such action should not even be excused as a mistake, but instead, 
should be severely punished. The life of any man, hunter or otherwise, 
in the woods means more to him and to his family, than does aU the 
game in the i^Jtate, and neither regrets nor flowers mean anything to 
the dead one, or his family. 

Those who may be disposed to laugh at proposed Legislation re- 
garding this subject may well do this, so long as they or their 
friends are not injured. When the matter is brought right home to 
them, experience teaclies, that in many instances, these people are 
the very ones who howl the longest and the loudest. That you may 
understand what this means, let me say that during the hunting 
season of 1014, thirty-one men were killed and ninety nine wounded 
in this Commonwealth through the use of guus; up to the time of 
writing this report we are informed twenty-nine (29) men have been 
killed and one hundred and ten (110) wounded during the season 
of 1915, Some of these occurrences were accidents, but the ma- 
jority were the result of, to say the least, wilful, criminal care- 
lessness. Some resulted from deliberate violation of law, as 
for instance, our game law provides that no person shall use 
u turkey call in attracting wild turkeys. Numbers of the shoot- 
ings this year resulted from the use of turkey calls, the operator 
hiding behind a log, or in a clump of bushes, and either shooting 
the one who in good faith thought he was stalking a wild tnrk^, 
or being shot by that person. Any citizen of this Commonwealth has 
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just aa much right to go into the woods during the open season for 
game, as has the hunter. Under present conditions, there is not a 
minute of that time when a man's life is safe in the woods; some fool 
sees the branches move or hears the brush crack, when bang goes his 
gun, and the next call is for the coroner. It seems to me there shoald 
be some concerted action taken by sportsmen to secure drastic Legis- 
lation regarding this important subject; hunters should be taught 
to understand that before they shoot at anything in this Slate they 
must be sure they are not shooting at men, or must suffer tlie con- 
sequeoces. 

TRAPS. 
Protests in considerable numbers are being received at this office 
r^arding the setting of steel and other traps for the catching of 
fur-bearing animals, the assertion being made that thousands of 
rabbits, hundreds of ruffed grouse, and other game, is taken through 
the use of such appliances, and especially those that are set in wood- 
chuck holes or other openings in the ground, or in logs. It is a well 
established fact that the female rabbit spends the hours of daylight 
under cover, in holes in the ground, in stone piles, in hollow logs, or 
la other places where darkness prevails. It is a well established fact 
that eight out of every ten rabbits killed in the open during the 
hours between sunrise and sunset are male rabbits, while eight or 
JDore out of ten rabbits, taken from holes in the ground, without 
having first been chased into such openings, will be found to be 
females. The placing of steel traps in openings to such places of 
retreat most surely results in the killing of numerous labbits, es- 
pecially the breeders, and the question of setting tiaps is a most 
serious one in many sections. At the very best, a leg of llie rabbit 
or bird caught in such trap will be broken, and the cieature, even 
if released, be seriously handicapped in its effort to secure subsistence. 
Our law at this time — Section 10 of the Act of April 21st, 1915 — pro- 
vides all game must be taken through the use of a gun, but then goes 
on to provide that traps not to exceed a No, 3 Standard trap may be 
used for the taking of vermin, so long as such trap is not set wbeie 
rabbits and other game may be caught. No punishment is imposed 
by the Act for violation of this last named provision, it being claimed 
that the law permits the use of traps of less size than a No. 3, and 
that the penalty imposed for taking game in any manner than 
through the use of a gun does not apply to what is termed the ac- 
cidental taking of a rabbit through the use of a device Jqpilly placed 
for taking vermin. 

D.qit.zeaOvGoOt^lc 
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BOUNTY FRAUDS. 

As you are no doubt aware, the Game Commisaion through its 
Kecieturj, bitterly opposed the passage of the Act of July 25th, 1913, 
placing a bounty on certain animals and birds in this Btate. So 
determined and outspoken was that opposition that I was haled 
before a Committee of tlie House and asked whether or not I had at- 
tempted to defeat that Bill, and had threatened to protest to the 
Governor and if possible have him veto the bill, should it be passed 
Ijy the Huuse and Senate. To this I replied that 1 had done as stated 
and that it was my duty to so act. Several members of the Oame 
Commission joined with me in this effort to defeat a bill that in part 
at least, that part placing a bounty upon certain birds in this State, 
was most harmful. Johu M. Phillips came from Pittsburgh and 
appeared before the conference of the Senate and House in a final 
effort to have the birds eliminated, without success, and the bill 
was signed by the Uovernor. Shortly after this Act was passed in 
1913, I wrote an open letter regarding the possible harm that might 
come to the State through this act, and forwarded copies of same to 
the various County Commisioners of the State and to thousands of 
sportsmen and to many newspapers of the State, and askiug each one 
to he on guard. During 1914 I wrote two more letters regarding this 
matter, and forwarded copies as before all over the State. At the 
time of writing the first letter 1 simply suspected fraud ; when the 
second letter was written I knew frauds were being perpetrated, but 
was absolutely helpless. In the matter of correcting same, we had 
no authority to demand a view of any paper presented to County Com- 
missioners before the same had been forwarded to the Auditor Gen- 
eral, and as we understood it, our right to investigate even after said 
presentation, came only through the authority given by the Auditor 
General. I am now informed by the Attorney General that it is not 
only our right, but that it is also our duty to investigate these 
frauds and ' to cause the prosecution of every claimant and every 
person, otQcial or otherwise, who aided or assisted in the making of 
an illegal demand to either the county or State (or bounty. 

When these claims by counties for reimbursement began to come 
to the Auditor General, that official informed me that he would not 
permit the payment of any of these claims until same had been passed 
upon by some one who knew and understood the possibilities of fraud 
in this matter, and it was arranged to have all claims for bounties 
presented for 1913 and 1914 examined in our office, the Auditor Gen- 
eral suppljinfi a part of the force necessary to this work, and the 
Game Commission the other part, and this has been done. Six and 
sometimes more men have been engaged for months in auditing these 
claims, and the facts being developed are simply astounding. 



*^V_ii)0*^lc 



26 

Prior to the passages of this act no one could, under any condition 
of circumstances, have made me believe that there were so many men 
in Pennsylvania willing to commit perjury for a dollar. 

No one could have persuaded me that men, aa individuals, or in 
combination, could be persuaded to attempt the frauds that have 
been perpetrated against this fund. 

No one could have made me believe that so many men in public 
life were as lax in the handling of public interest entrusted to tbem 
as has been demonstrated they undoubtedly have been in the handling 
of these claims for bounty, and I have ceased to wonder that men 
of this disposition who understood themselves and some of their 
fellows better than I understood them should have dared to question 
the integrity of members of the Game Commission. 

To illustrate, the Act of 1913, providing for the payment of bounties 
among other things declares that the claimant for bounty shall go 
before a certian official authorized to administer oaths in this Com- 
monwealth, and shall make an affidavit in which they shall plainly 
state when and where, and by whom, the animal or bird in qaeation 
was killed. To sustain their claim such person shall present before the 
official, either the body, or the entire pelt of the animal, or bird, for 
the killing of which the bounty is claimed. The act provides that the 
official shall then in the presence of a witness, who shall be an elector, 
split the skin of the face of the animal, shall cut off the ears from 
such animal, and the head of a bird presented and shall burn same. 

We presume these several provisions were carefully considered by 
those preparing this bill before it was introduced in the Legislature, 
and that they were intended to saf^uard the' fund that might be set 
apart for this purpose. 

Under the provisions of this hill, claims for bounties were to be 
paid by County Commissioners from county funds, said counties later 
on being reimbursed by the State from a fund collected from sports- 
men of the State through what is know as the Resident Hunters' 
License Act. 

While no specific appropriation was made for this purpose until 
May 3rd, 1915, the courts had ruled prior to that time that counties 
must pay this bounty, and afterward make claim upon the State for 
the amounts paid out. 

About the beginning of 1915 claims for reimbursement to counties 
began to be presenled to the Auditor General, and in the auditing of 
these claims it develops that untold and unbelievable frauds have been 
perpetrated upon counties, made possible and continued in many coun- 
ties sfiJely because of the, to say the least, careless and negligent man- 
ner in -Ki'M^ these claims wei-e examined by said officials from the tat- 
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ing of the affidavits clear through to the payment of the claims. We 
are now assisting in the examination of these claims and know 
whereof we speak. 

Many of the ofRcials taking the affidavits, judging from the face 
of the papers and evidence coming to ua from investigation, appear 
to have felt that no responsibility in any manner rested upon them 
in seeing that these claims were l^itimate and honestly made, but 
instead that they were simply agents through which moneys in the 
State Treasury were to be transferred to the pockets of individuals 
in their community, and that the intent of the act in requiring the 
afBdavit was to give them a chance to make a fee. The necessity 
for identifying the bird, or animal, named in the afBdavit was not 
considered, that part of the law requiring the presentation of the 
body, or entire pelt, so that Ihe creature might be identified meant 
nothing, and thousands of affidavits now being examined show that 
rothing but parts of the skin, such as the walp, or top of the head, in 
many instances nothing bnt parts of the ears of the animal, was 
displayed. 

I doubt very much whether there is one justice of the peace in a 
hundred in this State who can to a certainty tell, when it is dried, 
or any other time, the scalp of a weasel from the scalp of a ferret, 
or a rat, or a red sqairrel, and I know it will require an expert of 
experts to tell the tips of a weasel's ears from the tips of the ears of 
a ferret, or a rat, or a red squirrel, yet claims of this kind were 
passed by the thousands. In some cases nothing bnt a small piece 
of skin was presented that might easily have been taken from the 
flank of the animal and put In shape through the use of shears. 
The act required the justice to mutilate the skin of the animal pre- 
sented by cutting off the ears and splitting the face from between 
the eyes to the end of the nose, intending thereby to prevent the 
collection of a second claim for the killing of the same animal. How 
the justice could split the skin when only a part of the ears were 
presented, or how the burning of that part of the ears presented, woold 
prevent of number of clippings from the same animal we cannot 
understand, from the fact that even today under the new system 
of paying bounties, when every skin of an animal for the killing 
of which a bounty is claimed, must be passed upon by this office, 
we frequently have presented the skins of animals for the killing of 
which no reward is offered, and feel satisfied that under the old 
system, when the skin was passed upon by one not an expert, fre- 
quently by men who did not care what was exhibited, many claims, 
to say the least, not legitimate were paid. We have had as many as 
three skins of domestic cats killed in various parts of the State pre- 
sented to ua in one day. 
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In the mutter o( bounty oii birds, oue owl aud two bawks, the Ian- 
required that the entire body of the biid should be presented. This, 
as we understand it, was because of the great similarity of hawks 
and the fact that il is almost ioiposeible for even experts to dis- 
tinguish between the species of certain birds except, by an examina- 
tion of the entire bird and a comparison with other birds. 

We Lave in this State twelve (12| kinds of hawks, seven (7) of 
which are considered as beneficial and are protected by our laws, 
and live as injurious that are not protected, but a reward or bounty 
was offered for the killing of but two of these hawks, tbe Goshawk and 
the Sbarp-shinued hawk. The Cooi>ers hawk and the Sharp-shinned 
hawk are almost exactly alike, except, that the Sharp-shinned bawk 
is smaller than the Coopers hawk and has a tail square at the end, 
while Ibe tail of the Coopers hawk is rounded at the end. Both 
these birds migrate in the Fall, and but few I'emain daring the winter. 
The Goshawk is a bird of the north ; it comes into Pennsylvania only 
during the winter months, when the Northland is covered by it*e 
and snow. This bird comes about the first of November and leaves 
as soon as tlie snows begin to disappear in the springtime. The claims 
presented Ity counties for bounties on these birds show that thou- 
sands of Sharp-shinned hawks, supposedly were killed in the winter 
time and presented and paid by counties. Hundreds of claims for 
the killing of Goshawks in July and August were made and honored, 
when in fact there was not a living Goshawk in a wild state to be 
found in this entire State at that time, and strangest of all the 
evidence of the killing as presented to the justice as fixed by the 
affidavit, is the statement, that the head of the bird only, was pre- 
sented ; in many instances, as we have demonstrated in court, nothing 
but the bill of the bird was exhibited. In some instances nothing 
at all was presented; the bounty fund, as testified to in court, was 
looked upon as "easy money," a something for anyone to prey upon, 
both justice and outsider in many instances getting what they could. 
In one county a young man was asked if he would like to make some 
easy money. When he said he would, he was directed to go to a 
certain man. He went, found the man to be a justice. The two 
went into a room where claims for $74.00 were made out. The younp 
man presented tbe affidavits to the County Commissioners, got tlic 
money, and gave one half of it to the justice. The young man is now 
in Penitentiary, and the justice a fugitive. Skins of animals, especial- 
ly those of weasels, were purchased from fur dealers in Canada. New 
York, Indiana, Ohio and elsewhere, at a limited price, say eight cents 
(8c.) each, and turned over as animals killed in this Commonwealth 
for $2.00. In one county claims were presented by a man living in 
another county, this man swearing that he had killed one hundred 



and two (102) Goshawks in four days during tbe summertiine in 
that county, when at that time there was not one live Goshawk in 
a wild state in this Commonwealth, He presented claims for the 
killing of three hundred and forty-seven (347) weasels. These ani- 
mals were caught in two months, both the birds and animals being 
taken, as he stated to me, within two and one-half miles of a city 
containing twenty thousand (20,000) people and located in a highly 
cultivated section of this State. The evidence he presented to sub- 
stantiate his claim was a collection of heads, of animals and birds, 
so decomposed as to have been without hair or feathers, a putrid 
mass, in many instances the bones were separated through decay. 
Later on we found in the cellar of the house of this man a tub con- 
taining at least a bushel of putrid heads that proved to be the heads 
of rabbtis, and squirrels, and turkeys, and chickens. Both the alder- 
man before whom the affidavits were made and the witness to the 
claim testified at the trial that the heads were so offensive that they 
did not care to touch them, that they turned them over with a stick 
and destroyed them as quickly as possible. One witness testified 
that he noticed some of the bills of the birds presented by this man 
as Goshawks were straight, and not curved as he thought any kind 
of a hawk's bill sbonild be, and when he asked the claimant why this 
was so, he said they were the bills of young hawks, the curve would 
come later on with age. He told the clerk of the County Commis- 
sioners that he had taken rao.st of these birds from nesfs in tall trees, 
to which he had climbed, getting sometimes a-s many as eight or 
ten, and even eleven young birds from one nest, when the fact is 
that the Goshawk never since the days of the wild passenger pigeon 
and big timber has been known to nest in Pennsylvania, and never has 
more than five (5) eggs in its nest, generally two. This man told me 
he poisoned these hawks with "little grains." I said, "you are a 
wonder; you must have had a special poison." To this he replied: 
"Yes, my pap was a great trapper. I use the same kind of bait." I 
said, "Did you put this poisoned grain in the fields or in the woods?" 
to which he replied: "Oh! I put it in the woods, at night." Then 
I said, "And you killed all of these hawks through the use of poisoned 
grain," to which he replied: "Sure." I then said, "Don't you know 
a hawk does not eat grain, that because of the shape of its bill it 
could not pick up grain, not even a grain of corn if it wanted to?" 
He then, after a pause and the wiping of considerable sweat from his 
forehead, said : "Oh ! I had some meat, too." 

I then asked him if he poisoned the weasels that he claimed to have 
killed, and he said: "No, T caught them in traps." I asked him the 
kind of a trap used, and he said it was made of boards, the trap, ac- 
cording to his description being of the kind with a drop end used 



for catctiDg rabliits, aboat two feet long, by eight inches wide, and 
ten inches high. I asked him where he built his traps, and he said 
in the woods, where he used them. I asked with whom he stopped 
in the county where he was trapping. To this he replied he did not 
stop with anyone, he just slept in barna. I then said, "Where did 
you get the boards used in making the traps?" He replied: "I brought 
them from home." And then I said, "Also the saw and hatchet and 
the nails?" and he said: "Yes." I then asked: "Where did you eat?" 
to which he replied, "Oh ! I carried that with me." "Well," I said, 
"you had quite a load. How many boxes did you build?" and he said, 
"Four." I Uien said, "Do you mean to tell me that as set forth in 
your claim you caught twenty-five (25) weasels in four (4) box traps 
in one night?" To this he replied: "Oh! Yes, I caught five or six 
in one trap." Then I said, "Tell me how the second, or third or 
other weasels got into the trap after it had been sprung by the first 
weasel," to which he replied through his sweat, "Oh! They all were 
in when it was sprung." Comment regarding this claim is not neces- 
sary; the jury convicted this man and he is now in jail. Investigation 
of claims for bounties made by counties upon the Auditor General 
shows this same man has for years been collecting bounties in at 
least three counties, for the killing of animals he never saw. Btill, 
I want to say the person before whom this man appeared to make 
his affidavits in Lebanon County passed his claim and certified that 
one hundred and two (102) Goshawks and three hundred and forty- 
seven (347) weasels had been taken. When 1 asked this gentleman 
why he did this, if he knew a Goshawk from any other hawk, he said 
he did not, but the claimant had told him what they were. The county 
paid the claim. 

Again, the law provides that an elector shall be the witness to 
the affidavit, and mutilation of the skiu, because, we presume, it was 
thought an elector would probably be a sportsman, or a tax-payer, 
and would be interested in seeing that fraudulent claims were not 
presented. Tn hundreds of instances the names of women and chil- 
dren are attached as witnesses. In some cases the justice signed his 
own name and declared he was an elector. In many cases there was 
no witness at all. 

In many cases immature creatures, the young of rats and mice 
and other similar creatures, apparently dug out of nests, were pre- 
sented and passed and paid for. We had occasion to investigate 
a claim of this kind only a short time ago. The affidavit on its 
face showed plainly that it had been altered, the figure one (1) 
having been changed to a seven (7), and the letter "s" added after 
the word weasel. Upon inquiry by our officer the justice said, "Yes, 
sure, that man brought in a weasel and I made out the affidavit for 
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one weaael, and lie eiigned it. Afterward he cut it open, right here 
iu the office, aud found iuside six little ones. I added the Bix to the 
one, maklug it seveu. Why not?" 

A small box ueut an contained an immature auioial aaid to be a 
weasel. The creature was not longer than the tirat joint of my thumb ; 
it might have been the young of a rat; it might have been a mouse, 
aud could not have been boru for more than a day or so, yet the 
justice had passed this animal as a weasel and had taken bis fee 
for the aflidavit. These things, together witii happenings of like 
character, led to the issue of a circular letter by this office to the 
effect that no application for bounty would be considered uuless 
the »kln presented showed that it had been taken from an animal 
old enough to have its eyes open and to stand on its feet. 

Many of the affidavits presented to the Auditor General fail to 
state either when, or where, the animal, or bird, in question was 
killed. If killed prior to the date upon which the bounty law of 1913 
was signed by the Governor the claim could not be legally paid from 
the sportsmen's fund. 

If killed in one county, the claim being presented in another coun^, 
the payment would not be justified. If killed outside of the State 
no legal claim could be made at all. 

The law provides that "a bounty of two dollars (f2.00) shaU be 
paid for the killing of a gray fox." Many affidavits declare "a fox" 
was killed, without attempting to state what kind of a fox it was. 

Numerous claims were presented and paid for the killing of mink 
and skunk, when there was no bounty offered for the killing of 
either of these animals by the 1913 act. 

Affidavits were found stating that a hawk had been killed, bounty 
lifty cents (50c.). In the certificate to the Auditor General the 
hawk bad turned to a weasel, on which the bounty was two dollars 
(12.00). 

In many instances it appeared that every word in both the affidavit 
and the certificate, including the names of the affiant and the official 
taking the affidavit had been written by the same hand. Investi- 
gation of many of these claims demonstrated that the person supposed 
to have made the claim had in reality never heard of it. Certain 
justices seemed to think that their neighbors had killed certain 
animals for the kiUing of which a bounty was oflfered by the State. If 
they had not really killed such animals, they ought to have done so, 
and a bounty was due to someone, so they took it themselves. Several 
justices have already admitted to this. 

In one case a justice of the peace saw two raccoon skins tacked to 
a bam door, and pointing to the skins, asked the owner of the bam 
why he had not probated the wild cat skins. The owner replied, 
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"those are not wild eat skins; they are coon skins." To this the justice 
said, "I'ou bring them to me and see how soon I can make wild cats 
of them," This was done. The affidavits were made, the certificates 
were made out hj the justice. The applicant got his money, {8.00, and 
now the parties to this transaction, especially the justice, Insist 
that they are honest men and should not be sent to jail for fraud. 

We have evidence to show that certain justices instead of destroy- 
ing the skins presented to them, as provided for by law, saved same 
and afterwards probated same before another justice. 

In some cases the afQdavit and certificate were honestly made by 
the justice; the claimant on the road to the office where be was to 
receive his money thought he was not getting enough for services, 
and so raised the fignres. One boy raised his claim from two dollars 
({2.00) for the killing of one weasel to twenty-two dollars ({22.00) 
for eleven weasels, 1 weasel { 2.00, 11 weasels ?22.00, "easy money," 
and bought a bicycle. 

These are but illustrations of some of the numerous and various, 
to say the least, defective claims, that have been presented and passed 
by county officials, that are now being presented to the Auditor Qea- 
eral for a return of moneys expended. 

Thousands of claims are not in accord with the law in matters 
of vital importance to the issue. These defects are not simply tedi- 
nical points or defects, and the claims should not be paid. They 
should not have been paid In the first place, and would not have been 
paid bad the county officials given the least heed to the require- 
ments of the law or to the three letters Issued at various times during 
the past two years from this office, calling attention to possible 
frauds and warning them to be on guard. The fact that counties 
have been defrauded is no reason why the sportsmen's fund be treated 
in the same way. Many of these claims are so irregular upon their 
face and out of accord with the law, that the least display of business 
ability would have demonstrated that fact and prevented their pay- 
ment. The fact that they were paid satisfies me that from the most 
lenient point of view possible, they were not examined as carefully 
as they might have been. 

I am satisfied that in many cases the County officials thought 
but little over this matter, and if they did think, considered that 
"the State is responsible, what do we care." This has been demon- 
strated in more than one instance. 

In one case a prosecution had been brought by our office. On 
the day of the trial the attor-ney for the defendants asked for a con- 
ference, and expressed a willingness to make restitution, to which we 
agreed. The judge before whom the case was being heard suggested 
that it might be well to see how the County Commissioners felt upon 



the subject, and two of them finally made tlieir appearance, and were 
asked by the judge how they felt regarding the offer. To this both 
replied: "Oh! We dont care what may be done. This is a State 
case. We have no interest in the matter in any way. We paid 
these claims in good faith and look to the State for a return of our 
money." "Oh !" eaid the judge, "Hold on. You are the people who 
are interested. You are the only ones interested. That la why I 
called you here. It seems to me that no matter how honestly you 
believed these claims to be fair and just, when you paid them. It 
now appears they are fraudulent and your county will be the loser. 
It would hardly be fair for you to ask State officials to reimburse 
you from a fund under their control because it appears you have been 
defrauded. The moneys in their hands is not for that purpose, but 
are to be used to make return for honest claims, made and paid, ac- 
cording to law. I hardly believe the State officials will make a return 
of this money if you do ask it. It seems to me it would be well 
for you to think twice before you decide. The State expressed a 
willingness to be satisfied if these defendants make a return to the 
county of tlie moneys fraudulently taken and pay the costs. If this 
proposition is rejected and it appears that these claims were negli- 
gently or carelessly passed, you as individuals might be surcharged." 
Nothing moi-e was necessary; both men at once said, "Yes, Oh yes! 
Certainly we are perfectly satisfied with this arrangement," and the 
case was so settled. 

Several individuals charged with fraud in this regard are in prison; 
some have absconded; one committed suicide; several have plead 
guilty and made restitution to the county; and more are yet to hear 
from. 

Under the present law, as signed by the Governor April 15th, 1915, 
every skin upon which a bounty is claimed must be examined and 
passed upon by a paid Game Protector either in the field or in the 
office at Harrisburg. Each claimant will be paid every cent he is 
entitled to, in due time. 

Where the claim is presented to a Game Protector in the field, 
the affidavit is taken without charge, the skin is split from between 
the eyes to the end of the nose, and handed back to the applicant. 
The affidavit and certificate is forwarded by the Protector to this 
office. Where the affidavit is made before a justice of the peace, or 
alderman, or magistrate, as permitted by law, a fee prescribed by 
the act is paid to the officiiil by the person making the affidavit; said 
affidavit and the skin are forwarded to the office of the Game Com- 
mission, at Harrisburg, where the skin is mutilated as above described 
and returned to the owner, if he so desires. At least once each 
month the claims presented to this office are cerfiiied to the Auditor i , 



Qeneral, vho, as soon as may tie, diuws liis warrant od the State 
Treasurer for the amounts due each iudividual certified to him. The 
j^tate Treasurer in turn, as quickly as possible, forwards his check to 
the party making the affidavit. It seems to me it will be quite difficult 
to secure the payment of a fraudulent claim under this systwn, and 
if permitted to any extent, will be directly chargeable to this office. 

Under the present system the claims presented for bounties during 
the months of July, August and September, 1915, amount to f4,054.0U, 
which amount I feel perfectly safe in asserting is not equal to ouc-tifih 
of the amount for which claims were made during the same moutii:^ of 
the previous year. 

STATE POLICE. 

This splendid body of men has been in the past not only r^ideiing 
very great aid to our Protectors when called upon, but have also, 
all over the State, of their own initiative, been doing everything in 
their power to protect our wild birds and our game, rendering us 
help io our work, the value of which cannot be estimated. I certainly 
appreciate the help given to this office through the efforts of xhe^e 
men, and would be glad to see this force increased to three or nioie 
times its present strength; it seems to me it is to the interest of 
every true sportsman in this State to have this done. 

DOG LAW. 

Under the provisions of an act of the Legislature of 1915, it i» 
unlawful for an alien residing in this Commonwealth to either own 
a dog or to be possessed of a dog, no difference who may own said 
dog. The penalty for violating this provision is f2B.OO, and it is 
made the du^ of the Game Commission to aid and assist in the 
enforcement of this act. For your information, I desire to say that 
in BO far as I am aware, neither the Game Commission nor any of 
its representatives in any way had to do with either the drafting 
or the passage of this measure; still, as the act imposed upon our 
cffice certain duties, I decided to perform those duties as in other 
cases in as fair and reasonable manner as was consistent with the 
law, and that might be needed to secure the best results to the State, 
and impose the least hardship upon the alien who through ignorance 
failed to comply with this law, and to that end had twenty thousand 
(20,000) circnlars printed on cloth, in English, Slavonic, and Italian, 
a summary of this act and advising aliens to dispose of their dogs. 
These circulars were distributed in various sections of the State, 
with the result that many dogs have disappeared without trouble 
to anyone. 1 took the position also that according to the title of this 
aet, its purpose was to protect game and wild birds, and was not to 
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simply in an arbitrary maoner deny to aliens tbe right to own or be 
possessed of a dog. Section one of the Act of May 1st, 1909, declares 
it unlawful to hunt or shoot upon the first day of the week, commonly 
called Sunday. The courts ruled that as declared by its title, this 
provision was a part of au act giving protection to game, and was 
not intended to preserve the sanctity of the Sabbath, and that, there- 
fore, before a couviction could be secured for violating the provisions 
of said Section, it must be established that some bird or animal 
protected bj said act was hunted for or shot at upon Sunday. Ap- 
plying this ruling to the act denying to aliens the right to own or 
to be possessed of a dog, this act also according to its title being 
passed for the protection of game and wild birds, I directed that 
our officers in all cases should consider the kind of a dog possessed 
by the alien, as well as the place where the dog might be found. We 
held that neither the possession of a poodle dog, even in the woods, 
or the keeping of a mastiff in the heart of a city, would he a menace 
to game and that good judgment should be used in the enforcement 
of this law. We directed that penalties should not be imposed except 
in cases where the alien refused after personal notice to part witih 
his dog, or in cases where it was proven the dog was destroying game. 
Our persuasive efforts appear to have secured splendid results in 
various sections of the State, and many hundreds, I might say thou- 
sands, of dogs have disappeared from various communities. The ques- 
tion of the Constitutionality of this act has been raised and several 
cases arising because of this act have been appealed to the higher 
courts. 

DAMAGE DONE BY GAME. 

Game of various binds, especially deer and wild turkeys, have 
undoubtedly increased considerably during the past two years in 
various sections of this Commonwealth, and we are frequently in 
receipt of complaints regarding the damage done to growing crops 
and to trees by these animals and birds. I have personally visited 
some of the sections, and viewed the harm done. I have also in 
other cases directed a view by certain of our Protectors, and am sat- 
isfied, from what I have seen and have had reported to me, that many 
of the complaints made are well founded, and that some positive 
action should be taken by the Game Commission to, as quickly as 
possible, correct these conditions. Orchards, together with fields of 
growing oats, and buckwheat, have undoubtedly been seriously in- 
jured by deer in this State during the past year, while growing oats 
and buckwheat have also suffered through the presence of turkeys, 
and it is not fair or just that the owners of these growing crops should 
be compelled to have their crops destroyed without the hope of a , 



retarn. The man7 iavestigationg made because of reported losses 
as before stated have satisfied me that all such complaiDts are 
founded in exact truth or justice. Claims have been made for dam- 
ages doue by deer that a view and careful consideration of condi- 
tions prove beyond question should not be charged to that account. 
Trees are planted in ground or in places not suited to trees of thai 
character; trees and grain are frequently water-killed and winter- 
killed; many die for various other causes; examination shows the 
tracks of cattle and other domestic stock in the fields where (he trees 
or the grain or vegetables were placed, but because a deer is seen 
in that field or a deer track is found in the same field, the hlanie 
is placed on the deer and the State is asked to pay a bill for damage 
done, at most exorbitant rates. 

We have had various claims {(resented for damage done by deer to 
growing com. I have personally visited, during the past twenty 
years, many fields of growing corn, in which the tracks of deer were 
sometimes plentiful and fresh, but have never seen where a deer had 
eaten a blade of corn or tramped on a hill. I have talked with num- 
bers of men of experience in the deer country regarding this con- 
dition, and have yot to find one mnn who will swear he has known 
of where a deer had eaten growing com. Recently a bill was pre- 
sented for damage done to a field said to contain nine hundred (9001 
cabbage plants. The report of the officers sent to investigate show.'i 
that if the plants had been set two feet apart, each way, the field might 
have contained that number of plants; if set three apart, as winter 
cabbages are usually set, the field would not hold nine hundred 
plants. The oBRcers found the field so overgrown with weeds that 
cabbage still found in the field could not grow; weeds stood as high 
as their shoulders, showing that the land had not been cultivated for 
some considerable time. Experience in gardening teaches me that 
cabbages to make any growth must be cultivated, and that usually 
not more than one-half of the cabbages planted and cultivated grow 
into marketable heads. A visit to the markets also demonstrates 
that a fairly good head of cabbage can be purchased for five cents 
(5c.), and in numbers can be secured for less, yet the claim of fifty 
dollars from the State is made, these things altogether satisfying me 
that all farming in the State is not limited to a cultivation of the 
soil, I call this serious matter to your attention. 

SHIPMENT OF GAME. 

Regarding that feature of the Act of April 21at, 1915, r^nlating 
the shipment of game, I desire to eay that while this provision has, 
and will continue to impose more or less hardship, upon legitimate 
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hunters who desire to send a part of their game home or to a friend 
while they continue in the woods, or to travel in an opposite direc- 
tion, the good done through this measure far exceeds the harm done 
in any way. Heretofore it has been the custom of marliet hunters 
from various sections of the Btate, and of some who call themselves 
sportsmen, to go into a certain section of the 8tate and kill all 
the game they could find, the limit as fixed by law meaning nothing to 
them ; this game they shipped by parcels post or by express in covered 
packages, these packages in many cases bearing fictitions markings 
and directions; they then went into another section of the State, some- 
times info another part of the same county, and repeated their per- 
formance, and so on from place to place daring the entire season, 
sometimes killing in one week more than the limit permitted for the 
year, but through their methods of shipment covering their tracks 
in a manner that made detection almost impossible. We have in 
years past spent considerable effort in an attempt to punish some 
of these men, but iisually while we were morally sure of existing con- 
ditions, we found ourselves short in the matter of legal evidence 
necessary to secure a conviction. Many sportsmen throughout the 
State were helping us in this matter and clearly understood the con- 
ditions against which we were compelled to contend. One gentleman 
told me he knew there were more than twenty packages of game sent 
from his home town to dealers of game in various parts of the State, 
and even ont of the State, some of these packages being prepared 
and forwarded so far out of season for the game enclosed as to 
necessitate the killing of such game out of season, and this gentleman, 
with other sportsmen acquainted with conditions and the great 
wrong done through such proceedure. not only suggested this provi- 
sion, but worked for its passage in the Legislature. The arrests we 
have made this Fall for violation of the provisions of this section, 
and the fact that certain heretofore known market hunters whom we 
have been watching for years have this year been able to spend a day 
or so now and then attending to necessary work around their homes 
or loafing in the store, or at least out of the woods, satisiiea me 
that this provision has resulted in much good to the cause of game 
protection in this State. 

EQUIPMENT OP PROTErTTORS TN CH.\ROR OF GAME 
PRESERVES. 

Our oflBcers are expected to make efficient return for every dollar 
paid to them, and to enable them to do this. I feel that it is the duty 
of the State to provide as far as possible the machinery through which 
the most effective service can be secured. t OOolc 



Our Field Protectors are expected to cover efficieRtly not only 
the territory within their district, bnt also to assist their fellow- 
bfflcers in every way possible, and to do this are allowed expenses when 
actually Incurred in the performance o( their duty, not to exceed 
f900.00 annually. A very considerable item in this account is for 
travel, either by railroad or otherwise, that when paid is gone for 
all time. No one at all experienced in this line of work will dispute 
the assertion that through being limited to travel by rail or by livery 
rig, our officers are greatly handicapped and are not able to cover 
the territory under their charge as quickly as oecessity demands, or 
as frequently as they would like to do, and I surest that as soon as 
may be each of our oflQcers be supplied with an automobile of such 
construction as may be best suited to their needs, considering the 
expense of operation in its various phases. It is perhaps not possible 
because of lack of funds to supply these machines before the next 
meeting of the Legislature, when an appropriation can be made 
for this purpose, and I call the matter to your attention at this time 
only for consideration. 

Our Protectors in charge of preserves are required to patrol fte 
lines of the preserve under their care. These lines around each pre- 
serve are about nine miles in length. The Preserve Keeper is expected 
to investigate violations of the Game Law, sometimes many miles 
from his home, and is expected to go quickly; he is also expected to 
feed game, not only inside the preseri-e, but also in that neighborhood 
during severe winter weather. To do either of these things in any- 
thing like a satisfactory manner, I feel that each Preserve Protector 
should be supplied with a liorse and with maiutenance for that horse. 
These men are expected to meet and extinguish forest fires that 
may appear, not only within the lines of the lands under their 
control, but also on any lands in their neighborhood, and to do this 
efficiently, I feel that each one should be supplied with one or more 
fire extinguishers aud material for charging same, that carried on 
the back of their horse would enable the operator to do many times, 
in extinguishing forest fires, the work he could possibly do without 
such apparatus. I also recommend that each home of our Protectors, 
whether on or off preserves, should be brought in touch with the 
public through the installation of telephones, and especially should 
this be done on the preserves. One forest flre wiU undoubtedly do 
more harm in a few hours than can be remedied in years. The^Msg. 
the maintenance for that horse, the telephone and the fire appara''^ 
can be secured from our present appropriation, and should be ■ 
vided as quickly as possible. 
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OFFICERS ASSAULTED. 
We have had a nnmber of ofBcers assaulted during the past year, 
and one killed, Joseph J. McHugh, onr Game Protector from Carbon 
Connty, as it appears from the evidence at onr command, 
being deliberately and wilfully shot to death. The officer in 
the line of his duty, traveling through the woods on a Snnday, 
met a friend; the two walking along a railroad track, heard gunshots, 
and moving in the direction from whence the shots appeared to come, 
met a man with a gun and several dogs. The ofBcer asked the man 
what he had killed, to which the hunter replied, "I got one." McHugh 
then said, "Are all these dogs yonrs?" to which the hunter replied, ""Nw 
there is a bunch of us." By this time the officer and his companion 
were within five or six feet of the hunter, nnd McHugh said. "Unload 
your gnn." Without another word, the hunter sprang back and flred 
at McHugh, the load striking him slightly above the right nipple, 
tearing the top of the lungs to pieces and lodging in the spinal column. 
The companion of McHugh sprang hack a step or so with hands 
expanded in horror, the hunter threw his gun to his shoulder and 
snapped the hammer on the empty shell, the load from which had 
just killed MrHngh ; he then threw n loaded shell into the barrel 
and pointintr his gun at McHugh'a companion, said, "Throw your 
hands up." When this was done, he said, "Turn around and beat it." 
The young man obeyed this order, hnt when he had taken a few steps 
looked bark over hia shoulder; the hnnter with the gnn still pointing 
at him. said, "Turn your head the other way," This the young man 
did. and walked to a point where he thought the shot would not 
kill even if fired, and again looked back, finding the assailant gone. 
He then ran for help and to spread the alarm. The young man who 
did this shooting was arested at his home in Brifton, Luzerne County, 
late that evening and admitted all our witness says, hnt claims the 
shooting was accidental. If you or I were to accidentally shoot 
a man, we would hardly attempt to kill the companion of the man 
killed, or drive away at the point of a gun the only help that appeared 
on the scene. This young man, Francis Thomas, of Hrifton, Luzerne 
County, will be tried in the courts of Carbon County in January. 

Two of the assaults before referred to were made with guns; in 
one of these cases occuring near Harrisburg, nothing but the presence 
of two armed officers and the lack of courage upon the part of the 
hunter, prevented a tragedy. ^Nothing but the ))ressing of a finger 
stood between at least one of our officers and death. After the arrest, 
the officers reported the case to the office, and were directed to say 
to the prisoner and the justice before whom he had been taken that 
this man had committed two ofl'ences, one resisting arrest, and the 
other pointing a loaded gun at the officers, that the penalty for re- 
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siBting arrest was fixed by the statute at one hundred dollars ((100), 
the pointing of a gun was imprisonment, but that the office Tonld 
not press for a conviction upon the latter charge, if the penalty 
as fixed by Section i of the Act of May 2l8t, 1901, P. L. 266, was 
paid. The justice heard the testimony of the only three present at 
the time of the arrest, the two officers swearing that the gun was 
jiointed at them, that the prisoner said, ''This gun is loaded; yon 
can't touch me;" that after they told him they were officers and showed 
their badges, be said the same thing and kept the gun pointed at the 
breast of one of the officers, surrendering only after the officers drew 
their revolvers aud said this- man must submit to arrest. The de- 
fendant did not attempt to deny this, still the justice discharged the 
prisoner, not u]>od the ground that our officers had failed to prove 
their charge, but upon the ground that said officers were drunk. The 
justice then issued a warrant for our officers, charging extortion ; 
the grand jury at Carlisle promptly ignored the bill. In the mean- 
time, friends of the defendant came before me aud made the charge 
that the officers were drunk at the time this arrest was made. To 
this I replied that I would investigate and discbarge these men at 
once, if the charge was sustained; that the Came Commission would 
not under any condition of circumstiicnes permit drunkenness. I 
have carefully investigated this charge; I called the two Protectors 
before me separately and questioned each closely, tlnd their state- 
ments to agree that they left Harrisburg before daylight of the day 
upon which his arrest was made, that neither of them had a drink 
of either spirituous or malt liquor or wine before they started, and 
that neither had a bottle of liquor of any kind with them; that 
because It was raining hard they stopped at a house, from which they 
could see persons going or coming from the woods, where violations 
of the Game Laws were supposed to be enacted ; that sometime dur- 
ing the morning the owner of the house gave each officer a tin of 
sweet cider, and that they had no other drink of anything that day. 
The arrest occurred late in the afternoon, perhaps five or more houis 
after the cider had been given them. 

The man who gave them the cider told our representative sent to 
interview him that these men had come to his house early in the 
morning; that he was close to them; that they were not drunk and 
showed no evidence of having bad a drink; that they did not even 
smell of liquor. He said, "I have a good nose for liquor and if they 
had been drinking, I would have known it. I gave them each a tin 
of sweet cider sometime in the morning; the cider had been made 
about five days." Mr. Wood of the office says that when these two 
officers reported the case and asked for instructions, about five or 
half past five in the afternoon, and perhaps half an hour after the 
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arrest was made, that tbey were both close to him, and that he 
talked with both for several minutes and knows neither was drunk. 
He aaaerts they did not Lave even the sinetl of liquor about them, He, 
Mr. Wood, heard what they had to say, looked up the law and said, 
"If this man is willing to pay the penalty fixed by law for resisting 
arrest, I think it will be all right to let it go at that. The office is 
disposed to temper justice with mercy as far as is possible. You are 
directed to do this and to show to the justice the law regarding this 
matter." 

This investigation satisfies me that Ihe charge against our Pro- 
tectors has not been sustained and that the whole effort in this 
direction was resorted to in the hope that our office might be bluffed 
into the abandonment of this case. I, therefore, under the belief 
that if efficient and energetic service was to be expected at the hands 
of our officers, we in turn must defend those officers in the dischage 
of their duties to the limit, in so long aa they were right, called 
upon the office of the Attorney General, and was instructed to pro- 
ceed against this defendant under the double charge of resisting 
arrest and pointing a loaded gun at the officer, and to have the matter 
pressed to a conclusion where both sides might be heard. 

One of these protectors in the before stated case, Albert Baum, and 
his brother, Charles Baum, one of our paid officers, in the line of 
their work seized the skin of an eagle last fall in Mifflin County, 
the eagle being protected in this State, the law imposing a penalty 
upon the one who might kill one of these birds or be possessed of 
■ any part of such bird, the Supreme Court of our State and of tie 
Nation holding that wild creatures, game or otherwise, belonged to 
the State in which they might he found, and that the capture or 
killing of such wild creatures contrary to law in no way conveyed 
a property right to the one who might illegally possess himself of 
such creature, but that instead the title to such creature still re- 
mained in the State. We in turn, when the eagle in question was 
delivered to us by our officers, immediately surrendered same to 
the State Museum where it has since remained. Under the direction 
of the District Attorney of Mifflin County and in face of instruc- 
tions from the office of the Attorney General that the eagle was a 
protected bird in Pennsylvania, and aa such belonged to the State and 
could not under the law become the property of the man who killed 
it contrary to law, and could not be the subject of larceny, as be- 
tween the State or her legal representatives and the one who had 
illegally killed the bird, the gentleman who killed this eagle pressed 
the case to trial ; and the jury in the face of the charge of the court 
to the elTect that the eagle was protected in Penn.«ylvania, and if it 
was established that the men who had taken this bird were officers of 
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the State and ha<i seized the eagle in the line of duty for the State, 
and not as individuals, there could be no conviction, the jury did con- 
vict, and our attorney immediately filed reasons for a new trial. The 
jndge in a decision recently handed down declares that the eagle is a 
protected bird in Pennsylvania, lixes the ownership of such bird 
in the Commonwealth, and directs that a verdict of "Not Guilty" be 
entered. 

I am citing this as an illustration of what we must contend against, 
and that we must defend our officers when they are right, otherwise 
they will be driven from the field. 

VIOLATORS OF THE LAW. 

Because of the increase of our force of game protectors from twenty 
to fifty, we have been able to render this year much more effective 
service than heretofore, and have succeeded in catching and punish- 
ing numbers of habitual violators of the Game Laws. 

That feature of the new law^ forbidding the shipment of game 
through the I'arcels Post, and requiring the owuer to accompany 
all game transported by common carriers, while undoubtedly impos- 
ing some hardship upon a few sportsmen, to a great extent has pre- 
vented the shipment of game for the market, and in other w^ays done 
far more good than harm. We have caught and punished several 
men who were violating this provision. 

We have this year found the first man attempting to violate the 
Game Preserve Law of this Commonwealth. The man arrested was 
caught in the act of killing a deer in the Centre County preserve, 
and gave his name as Harry Klickner, of Tamaqua, He was sen- 
tenced to pay a penalty of JIOO.OO, or to be imprisoned 100 days. 
He was sent to the Bellefonte jail. 

Our officers have found venison in a number of camps, those in 
possession of same being unable to display the head bearing horns as 
is required by law in such cases, having been or will be arrested, and 
this matter pushed to a decision by the Supreme Court. We con- 
tend that as the law imposes a penalty upon each and every person 
who may either kill a deer illegally or who may be possessed of 
any part of a deer killed or taken illegally, that each and every man 
in a camp where the flesh of a deer was found, and especially every 
man in said camp who has been using such fiesh for food, is liable 
to the full penalty imposed by law for such offense. 

NEW BOUNTY LAW. 
Under the provisions of the Act of April 15th, 1915, relating to 
bounties, it is made the duty of the Secretary of the Game Com- 
mission to certify to thfr,Auditor General at least once a month such 
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claims for bonntj as might be presented to this office. This we have 
done from month to month, the claima being forwarded to the office 
of the Auditor General within ten days after the end of each month, 
and in eo far as this office is concerned the new provision is work- 
ing well, but, we are almost daily in receipt of complaints from 
claimants for bounties to the effect that their claims presented to 
us as long ago as in July and August have not been paid. This con- 
dition reflects seriously upon the Game Commission, as we altfaoog^ 
absolutely blameless are charged with this delayed payment. In- 
vestigation dononstrates that the delay is caused by lack of clerical 
force in the State Treasury, and that that Department is issuing 
checks in payment of these claims when the routine of daily work 
has been finished. This, it seems to me, should not be, and I am 
citing the matter at this time for your information. 



REDUCED NUMBER OF RESIDENT HUNTER'S LICENSES. 

As the open season for game in this State closes for 1915, it appears 
that the number of Resident Hunter's Licenses issued in certain 
counties this year is considerably short of the number issued in 
the same counties last year, and especially is this the case in some 
of our western counties, notably Allegheny County, and the reason 
is three-fold. 

First, because many of the men working in the iron and steel 
mills of that section have had steady employment and have chosen to 
remain at work rather than to go banting. 

Second, because of the reduced length of the season for rabbits 
as compared with last year, and the provision of law forbidding 
the sale of rabbits killed in this Commonwealth, numbers of men, 
who hunted rabbits for the market, have lost interest in hunting. 

Third, because of the delay in the payment of bounties by the 
State Treasurer. Many men who last year took a license and killed 
a small quantity of game, while killing a larger quantity of vermin, 
for which they expected and deserve a bounty, have become discour- 
aged and have not cared to go hunting at all. This, to my mind, 
is most unfortunate, as I believe the one who kills a weasel, or a wild 
cat, or a fox has done a work of special value to the State, and is 
as much entitled to a prompt payment of his claim as is any other 
creditor of the Commonwealth. The money wherewith to meet these 
claims is in the State Treasury, placed there by sportsmen for this 
special purpose and there should be some method conceived whereby 
a more prompt settlement of these demands could be made. 

Goot^lc 



A PANTHER AND-W0LVE8 IN PENNSYLVANIA. 

In my boyhood I heard wolves hon-1 among the mountains near Bala- 
ton, Lycoming County, and until Tecenlly believed these animals, with 
the panther, had long sinoe be^i exterminated. A short time ago 
a hunter called at the office in Harrisburg and told of seeing a 
number of gray foxes in pursuit of deer in Clinton County; he said 
ho and a Game Protector had heard the animals tonguing, and throngb 
their glasses had seen both the deer and the foxes iu pursuit on a 
mountain oppofiite from where they, the hunters, were located. I 
thought I knew something about foxes; I bad never knowiL them 
to run in packs during daylight, or to give tongue in pursuit of gam^ 
BO set the story down as a fabrication pure and simple, but a few days 
later we received a letter from our Game Protector said to have seen 
the chase, and the Protector told the same story, and a few days 
later received a letter from a man in Clinton Connty who claimed he 
had killed a wolf. This story we were also inclined to doubt and 
wrote asking that the skin of the animal be sent to this office and 
this was done. The skin was undoubtedly the skin of a wolf; the hair 
is wooly and somewhat softer than the hair of the timber wolf of 
the West, otherwise it greatly resembles the timber wolf. This animal 
was killed but a few miles from where the foxes were reported to be 
running deer, and I am disposed to believe that what were supposed 
to be foxes were in reality wolves. The skin of this wolf is now in 
the hands of the State Taxidermist to be mounted for the Public 
Museum at Harrisburg. 

Prom Pike County comes the report of a panther, the animal hav- 
ing been plainly seen by several different people. One gentlman and 
his wife while trout ttahing saw the animal crouched on a limb, as 
they said, "lashing its long tail"; another party saw this panther at 
night crossing the road ahead of their automobile; still a third party 
has reported the animal yellow and long with a tail almost as long 
as the body, so that there appears to be but little doubt about the 
presence of both panther and wolves in a wild state in Pennsylvania, 
and I have directed our officers in charge of the territory where these 
animals are presumed to be, to use their utmost endeavor when the 
snows come to locate and kill every one that can be found. The 
question in my mind is, where did these animals come from ? 

QUESTION OF GAME SHIPMENT. 
I have already made mention of the new law forbidding the 
shipment of game unless accompanied by the owner of tin-^gme. 
and now call that matter again to your attention, because ther^'^i 
appears to be a movement on foot in certain sections of the State "" 



46 

that if snccessful, will to my mlud, Dot only nullify the purpose of 
this provision, but will also place upon the State a bill for printing 
that will be far above the value of any benefit that may come through 
aocb action ; it will more than double the work of County Treasurers 
who QOW issue the Resident Hunter's Licenses, and who are even at 
this time complaining of the labor th^ are compelled to perform for 
10 cents, and it will more than double the work of the Game Com- 
mission in this branch of our work, and to no effect except to again 
open the doors to the market hunter. In one suggestive bill I have 
seen it is proposed to issue not less than twenty shipping tags with 
each license, to require this man and that man to sign same, to return 
same to the office of the Game Commission at Harrisburg and to make 
it the duty of the Game Commission to see that this is done. To 
attend to this branch of the work would require the services of at 
least ten additional clerks in the office, and more than double the 
■work of the field force. The bill provides that the Game Commission 
shall keep these shipping tags for reference for a period of two 
years. We have 400,000 hunters, 20 shipping tags to each one means 
8,000,000 tags to be bandied by the State Printer, by the several 
County Treasurers of the State, and 16,000,000 by this office, to be 
listed and stored for reference; ten additional rooms such as we 
now occupy would not bold the part of these permits that might be 
returned to us, and if they were to be kept in files ao that they 
could be reached for reference, think of the expense of flies and labor 
necessary to do this thing; the work imposed upon this office by 
the new bounty provisions is nothing as compared with this. 

In another part of this Report I state that in my opinion game 
has reached that condition in this State where its use for a food 
supply, either by the man who kills it or by the man who heretofore 
has secured his supply of game through the markets, means the ex- 
termination of game. Just as surely as have the buffalo and the wild 
pigeon gone, so will all other game disappear if the sale of game is 
continued, and while this proposed bill may mean some slight benefit 
to a few, it means the sale of game in great big letters and nothing 
else. Twenty permits or more to the market hunter to ship to his 
friends or to his home; how will the Game Commission follow 
this game after it is delivered, to see that it does not "reach the open 
market, or the club, or the gentleman who gives a gun, or a suit of 
hunting clothes, or a few hundred shells to his friend in the country? 
He, of course, expects nothing, but after a while a box of quail, or 
of grouse, or a wild turkey, comes from that friend. Why not, and 
how is anyone to tell what course this game takes later on? This 
provision relating to the shipment of game has done more to prevent 
the sale of game than all the other provisions on our books combined. 
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Thia bill as now proposed means pleasure to a few for a while, and 
then the end, because there will be no game to ship, and why should 
a sportsman send bis game home before he goes. His family have 
waited at least eleven months without game; is it a matter of life or 
death that th^ should add another thirty days to that time? They 
wish to send a present to some one, a dear friend, seldom a poor man, 
usually a man in some in'fluential position, that the giver hopes to 
use later on or has already used. What is the difference in this matter 
in so far as game increase is concerned, whether game is sold for 
influence or for a dollar in cash? In my opinion our game has reached 
a stage in this State where its distribution through gifts treqnoitly 
means as much as it means through sale. If it is desired to sell our 
game, it would be better to repeal that part of the Act of April 21st, 
191B, forbidding the shipment of game except when accompanied by 
the owner, 

QUAIL DISEASE. 

I have already mentioned in this Report the effort we were making 
to procure certain game, especially quail, for propagating purposes 
in this State, and thought we would surely be able to release ten or 
more thousand of these birds next Spring in this Commonwealth, 
Our first shipment, in the neighborhood of 175 birds, were landed 
at the port of New York direct from M^co ; some few of our birds 
had died enronte, and we were about to congratulate ourselves on 
the result of our effort, when the birds in our hands began to die 
rapidly from some, to us, unknown cause. Some of the dead birds 
were at once forwarded to the Veterinarian Department of the Uni- 
verisity of Pennsylvania, and some to the Department of Animal 
Industry, Washington, D. C, and from both places came the report 
that lesions in the intestines and liver strongly indicate the dread 
quail disease, known as "Coccidiosis", and I am extremely fearful 
that further importation of quail from Mexico will be stopped. I 
have arranged with the Veterinarian Bureau of the- Department of 
Agriculture of Pennsylvania to receive and hold in quarantine at 
their State Farm near Clifton, Delaware County, Pa., such birds 
as we may recdve in the near future from Mexico. If the birds 
develop disease our shipments will at once be stopped, as we cannot 
afford to scatter disease among the wild birds in this State, As I 
understand it, this disease runs its course in about two weeks. If, 
therefore, we can save a reasonable number of the birds secured, 
it appears to me our importations should be continued; if we lose 
beyond a reasonable number, say fifty per cent, of the birds, I think 
our representative in Mexico should be recalled at once. If we find 
it impossible to secure quail for propagating purposes, then it seems 
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to me to be imperative, if our quail are to be perpetuated, to declare 
a cloae seaaon for qnail in this State for a term of years, and to so 
arrange that when tbe quail season ia again opened in this State, 
that both the bag-iimit and the length of the open season shall be 
reduced. I am satisfied that our game birds, neither quail, nor grouse, 
nor turkeys, can stand a longer annual season than foar weeks. 

PUBLIC ADDRESSES, 
During the past year I have delivered numerous public addresses 
regarding the value of bunting, to men who may select to engage 
in that pasttime, and the value of the life-work of birds to all the 
people, and I am pleased to say that in my opinion both these sub- 
jects are far better understood today than they have ever been, and 
because of that knowledge are receiving far better support from the 
people than ever before In the history of this Commonwealth. I 
have beeu addressing organized sportsmen, teachers' institutes, school 
children, and others, in every place where opportunity offered ; during 
the latter part of October I addressed at WUkes-Barre those ladies 
attending the conference of the Confederated Women's Clubs of 
this State, with the result that I am already in receipt of invitations 
to speak during the coming winter before nineteen of the local clubs 
belonging to that organization, and to many schools. 

MEN KILLED AND WOUNDED. 

Reports received to date show that twenty-nine (29) men were 

killed and one hundred and ten (110) wounded during the hunting 

season just closed in this State; thirty-one (31) were killed and 

ninety-nine (99) wounded in the State during the open season of 1914. 

GAME KILLED. 

We are not in position to give exact figures at this time regarding 
the number of game animals or birds killed during the season just 
closed, but from reports received up to this date we believe that 
from 1,800 to 2,000 male deer, with antlers extending at least two 
inches above the hair, have been killed this season ; about 800 heads 
of sufBcient size to be looked upon as trophies have been reported 
as received by taxidermists in the State. We believe that from 60 
to 100 female deer were killed illegally; quite a number of those 
killing does contrary to law have paid penalties. Two elk were re- 
ported as killed; one man has already paid the penalty, {200.00, for 
this offense. 

We believe that about 250 bear were killed in this State during the 
season just passed ; this ia about 200 less than were killed last year. 

Jc 
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Fully 1,500,000 rabbits were killed, this uumber being 500,000 
less than were killed id 1914. Tliis 1 believe was because of the 
stiorter season, one month instead of two, and also because rabbits 
could not be sold. 

Squirrels were quite abundaut last fall and full; 600,000 or more 
of these animals were killed. 

About 400,000 ruffed grouse were shot, this being about the number 
killed in 1914, and between 3,500 and 4,000 wild turkeys were killed 
in this State, this number being two or more times the number killed 
in any two years in this State for many years. This increase in 
turkeys is directly attributable to the close season of two years jost 
passed. Our hunters secured about 30,000 quail. Many sportsmen 
refused to shoot quail during the past two seasons. Fully 25,000 
woodcock were killed, more than 15,000 raccoons and about 3,000 wild 
waterfowl were secured, altogether making quite a creditable show- 
ing, not only as a source of food supply, but also as an incentive to 
outdoor exercise and training in the use of giinf, eppeoially accuracy 
in shooting. 
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■ FINANCIAL STATEMENT. 

Yoa will note that quite a sum Id dollars aud cents has beeo col- 
lected during the past year from violators of the game laws, and has 
been placed in the State Treasury. 

GENERAL FUND. 
Quarter from December 1st, 1911 t» Febniori' 28th, 1915. 

DB. 

To balance from laat quarter, (1,612 10 

To warrant on appropriation 4,37S 00 

To ezpente returned, 5 07 

To penalties and costs collected 2,887 6S 

To proceeds of gnna sold 1500 

To proceeds of taxidermists licenses 40 00 

To proceeds of propagating licenses 7 00 

To proceeds of spedal license, 1 00 

18,922 72 

CB. 

By deposits in State Treasury fl.WO SS 

By expenses for quarter, 6,420 37 

10,356 92 

Balance, (Overdrawn, checks held), (434 20 

Quarter from March Ut to May 31st, 191S. 
DR. 

To warrant on appropriation H,375 00 

To expenses advanced aud returned, 26 00 

To penalties and costa collected 1,257 89 

To proceeds of gaaa sold, 29 76 

To proceds of ferret dealers' licenses, 75 00 

To proceeds of taxidermists licenses, 7 00 

To proceeds of propagating lic^ises 4 00 

To proceeds of ordiitaiy licenses 2 00 

To proceeds of special licenses, 2 00 

15,773 64 

OB. 

By balance, overdrawn, cbecks held, $434 20 

By deposits in State Treasury, 1,373 04 

By eipenses for quarter, 2,ST7 80 

f4,«2BN 

Balanca, '. |I,44S M 
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Quarter from Jane 1st to Aagait 31et, IMS. 
DR. 

To balsnce from laat quarter tl,448 00 

To warrants on apropriHtion, 8,333 32 

To penalties and coats collected, 1,174 til 

To proceeds of guns sold, 28 60 

To proceeds ol taxidermists licenaea, 10 00 

To proceeds of propagating licenses, 2 OD 

To proceeds of ordinary licenses, 4 00 

To proceeds of special license 1 00 

To proceeds of ferret dealers license 25 00 

To proceds of ferret owners licenses 8 00 



B; deposits in State Treasury 11,254 00 

By expCTises for quarter 8,075 66 



Balance, 



Quarter from September 1st to November 30th, IftlS. 
DR. 

To balance from last quarter $1,705 66 

To warrants on appropriation, 12,500 00 

To expenses advanced and returned, 284 00 

To penalties and costs collected, 5.003 16 

To proceeds of guns sold, 126 S-5 

To proceeds of taxidermist licenses 61 00 

To proceeds of ferret owners licenses, 14 00 

To proceeds of ferret dealers liecnses, 50 00 

To proceeds of propagating licenses, 4 00 

To proceeds of non-resident licenses, 20 00 

To proceeds of ordinary license, 1 00 

To proceeds of special license, 100 • 

?20.350 8» 

CR, 

By deposits in State Treasury, (5,881 II 

By expenses for quarter, 11,260 61 

$17,131 72 

Balance, December 1st, 1915 t3,210 14 
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PHESERVE FUND. 



Quarter from December lat, ISU to February !8tb, 1015. 



To baluice from laat quarter, |84C 01 

a apiiroiiriRtioii, 3,760 DO 

H.ootm. 



for quarter. H,018 87 

N.918 37 

Balance, OTerdram, cbecka held, 1313 76 



Quarter froni Uarch lot to Blay Slat, 19U. 



To warrantB on appropriatloii, R6,87S 00 

To refimda on grain fed game, 151 77 

117,020 77 

CB. 

B; balance from last quarter, overdrawii, f313 78 

B; eipenae for quarter, 13,843 86 

m,'m «2 

Balance, fS.MB 15 



Quarter from Jnne lat to Ancuat Slat, 1015. 



To balance from last quarter, |3,S6B 16 

To warrant on appropriation, 3,750 00 

J7,ei0 10 



tor quarter 17,710 70 

*7,710 76 

Balance, orerdrawn, checica held, fM'flilC 



Quarter £r<»ii September lit, to November 30tfa, IQIS. 

DB. 

To warrants od appropriadoD, tS,121 79 

To r«fDnd on advertiaiDg account, SO 

fS.lM a 

OB. 

Bf balance from last quarter, overdrawn, tSl 61 

By expense for quarter, 6,380 TO 

*6,472 31 

Balance, December 1st, 1915, tl,6S3 28 

Respectfnlly Bubmitted, 

JOSEPH KALBFU8, 

Secretary. 
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